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THE BULLETIN FOR OCTOBER 2019
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day fellow NYCC numismatists
and everyone else who receives our monthly
bulletin. It’s officially fall, generally a
beautiful Thanksgiving weekend in the GTA,
and everyone is out enjoying family and
friends and good food. How much better can
it get, except maybe finding a rare coin in a
dealer’s junk bin or having the federal election
over with?
My phone and e-mail were filled with
responses from my last President’s message
and I am grateful to all members who stepped
up and accepted my challenge and offered to
become a volunteer for one of the vacant
positions in the club. I was under whelmed to
say the least at the response I received.
Now for this month’s English lesson and
our new word, sarcasm. Besides the few
members who regularly help the club, and I
am very grateful to them, I am not sure what
I can do to motivate the rest of you to get off
your butts and help the club’s executive. Think
about volunteering as it is not a very time
consuming or a very strenuous endeavour but
can give you a sense of purpose or fulfillment.
After those direct comments above I
would like to thank those that do help the
club run smoothly for everyone’s enjoyment
during the meeting and the planning that goes
between. In no particular order, those that
helped out at the last meeting were: Dick
Dunn, Franco Farronato, Paul Johnson, Henry
Nienhuis, Paul Petch and Philip Tran with
donations to the club from John Bratton, Dr,
Marvin Kay and Norm Belsten.
I thank one and all for their continued
support and wish I could add more member
names to this list in the future publications.

Also mentioned in last month’s bulletin,
next February in 2020 is the sixtieth
anniversary of the club and the executive is
open to some ideas how the club should
celebrate this milestone event. Maybe design
and sell some commemorative item? Maybe
a dinner with speaker? Since I did not get any
feedback on this topic last month, I will throw
it out there again this month hoping some
ideas may emerge.
Now get that calendar out, flip the page to
May in 2020 and circle the 9th for next NYCC
annual coin show. The NYCC show is in the
same spot and time as previous years, which
is the Edithvale Community Centre between
9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Please see our bourse
chairman at the meeting with your completed
table application and money and he would be
happy to guarantee you a spot.
That Bourse Chairperson I just referred to
is David Potok, who stepped up at the last
meeting but made it clear he would require
some mentoring before being ready to solo.
The banquet room for the show is already
reserved, so selling and promoting the bourse
are the main duties associated with the
position.
The club is still actively looking for
someone to replace Bill as the refreshment gofor. This position is responsible for bringing
the coffee, drinks and snacks to each meeting
along with the necessary glasses and cutlery.
The person that is filling this position is also
responsible for buying the refreshments. The
benefit of this position is that the open
leftovers go home with you for your personal
consumption. If any regular attending member
would be interested in any club position,
please see the club President Bill O’Brien.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
For our October meeting we holding
a member participation “show and tell”
night. Bring along your recent finds or
special treasures to share with us at this
meeting.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really
fine auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply
of draw prize material.
Our CAFNE donation receipt for $200.00
will be auctioned off at the October meeting
with the proceeds of charitable donation
receipt being used for general revenue of the
club. These monies are used to pay for the
yearly permits the club refreshments and
mailing costs for the bulletin. Our
membership dues only cover a small
percentage of our operating costs for the club
so all the money we can raise is much needed
so that we don’t run an annual deficit. Unlike
all levels of governments, the club must try
and balance our books every year. Thank you
everyone for supporting CAFNE and the club.
I promise this will be the last time in this
bulletin I ask the club members for help. We
are looking for a social media person to bring
our club into the 21st century. The club needs
to aggressively promote itself and to actively
recruit new members to attend our regular
Continued page 2...
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NEWS OF THE SEPTEMBER 2019 MEETING
th

The 658 meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, September 24,
2019 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the
Edithvale Community Centre. Our President,
Bill O’Brien, was in the chair and hammered
it to order at 7:33 p.m. with 18 members and
1 guest in attendance.
Member Bob Tolensky was present at the
time his name was drawn to receive the ontime attendance draw prize of $40.00. The
largest prize the club has awarded for the daily
draw. The draw will reset to $5.00 for the
October 22, 2019, meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they
had noticed any errors or omissions in the
minutes of the August meeting, as published.
With no errors identified Ben Boelens made
a motion to accept the minutes as printed,
which was seconded by Jared Stapleton.
Motion carried.
Bill O’Brien serving as Treasurer gave a
quick finance report
Bill then introduced the topic of our
December Holiday meeting. The club
executive recommended that we hold the
meeting on the second Tuesday (December
10) as we have done for the last few years. Bill
mentioned that he had investigated the
Mothers Marketplace venue we have chosen
previously. This year rates have increased to
$35 for the all you can eat Buffet (including

tax and tip). It would be another $6 for the first
drink to be included but after some discussion
it was decided that we would let everyone pay
for their own drink. It was also decided that we
would again extend an invitation to the
surrounding clubs—Etobicoke and Toronto
to join us.
Bill then asked if anyone brought showand-tell items. Arnie Goldstein passed around
an 1889 Carson City Morgan Dollar that he
acquired while on vacation. He mentioned
that he knowingly purchased the otherwise
very rare date coin from an antique shop
realizing it was counterfeit. Andrew Silver
invited everyone to look at the ancient coins
he brought including examples of the lepton
(small) minted by Alexander Jannaeus, King
of Judaea 103–76 BCE or more commonly
known as the “widow’s mite” coin; and the
Bar Kokhba revolt denarius (zuz). Norm
Belsten brought along a photo sheet from 1976
with pictures of some current club members!
The next item on the agenda was the
presentation by Paul and Henry of the LNS
PowerPoint “Canada’s Fractional Currency.”
Ashort refreshment break was called from
8:20–8:40 p.m.
We resumed the meeting with our regular
auction and our customary lucky draw. Lucky
draw numbers were called at various times
while the auction took place. Lucky draw

winners for the evening were—Philip Tran
(2), Richard Duquette (2), Henry Nienhuis
(3), John Bratton, Franco Farronato (2),
Andrew Silver (2), Paul Johnson (2), and Jared
Stapleton. The club earned $20.00 through
the sale of the draw tickets! Our auction
manager, Paul Johnson, reported that receipts
from the auction added $26.90 plus another
$21.00, from donated material, to the club
coffers. We thank Dick Dunn, our auctioneer,
Philip Tran, who volunteered as runner, and
Paul Johnson, our auction manager, for their
help.
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
donations. This month we would like to thank
Norm Belsten, Dr Marvin Kay and John
Bratton for their kind donations to the club.
Please consider supporting your club through
a donation of numismatic material or other
items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations
to the club secretary so that your support can
be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
Please remember that our next regular
meeting will take place on Tuesday, October
22 in the 1st floor Banquet Room of the
Edithvale Community Centre.

President’s Message ... continued from page 1
meetings. The average age of our club continues to creep higher and
the need to inject some new blood and idea’s is paramount if the club
wants to stay relevant in this digital age.
It’s also the time of year when our treasurer starts collecting the
dues for the upcoming year and for our festive meeting in December.
This is your chance to get tickets to the festive meeting, which is
scheduled for December 10th at Tucker’s Marketplace, on Carlson
Court near the airport, just as in previous years. I urge everyone to pay
your treasurer the dues and for your holiday meal so that these
bookkeeping items can be completed before the end of November.
The festive meal this year is $35. You get an excellent, all you can
eat buffet dinner, with non-alcoholic beverage. That also includes the
taxes and tip and a ticket to win valuable prizes. What a deal. If I were
Mel Lastman I would ask, “who could pass up a deal like this? Nooo
body!”
Well I guess that should bring everyone up to date on the club and
numismatic news so now a quick summary of upcoming shows. With
one of the large fall show’s behind us, the numismatic calendar starts
to slow down in these last few months of the year. We have Torex

coming up on October 26th in downtown Toronto followed by the
Scarborough Coin Club show on November 2nd and finally a show way
down the QEW in Niagara Falls on November 9th.
At the next meeting on October 22nd we will be having a member
participation night or as some put it a “Show and Tell” evening so bring
something interesting with a story attached and speak at the meeting.
As I have been mentioning again and again there are so many ways
that you can help the club and here is another way
If you would like to see your name mentioned in the bulletin bring
some of your unwanted numismatic material and donate it to the club
for use as draw prizes. Please bring your items to the next meeting and
find Bill O’Brien our temporary draw prize coordinator who will
record your donation for publication.
That’s a wrap on club news and everything you need to know to
plan your month in numismatics and the NYCC. Come early for the
October 22nd meeting, say around 7:00, to have some time to check out
the dealers’ wares and auction material as well as socialize a bit with
the club members before meeting start at 7:30 sharp.
Bill O’Brien
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CANADA’S FRACTIONAL CURRENCY
The London Numismatic Society has
produced an excellent series of slide
presentations with text. Each one presents an
overview of a particular numismatic subject.
At its September meeting the North York Coin
Club enjoyed the topic of Canada’s Fractional
Currency, a synopsis of which is presented
here.
In the early 1860s Canada had a currency
problem. The suspension of specie payment in
the United States in 1862 caused a large influx
of American silver coins. After the US Civil
War the American dollar was worth less than
the Canadian dollar. Although the American
coinage was used to pay wages and in retail
sales, the banks did not accept it as legal
tender, forcing people to turn to brokers who
would only accept it at a discount. These
conditions became known as the “silver
nuisance.” The American coins remained in
circulation in Canada for a number of years,
even after the silver content was reduced in
1853. The Province of Canada became the
first province to succeed in adopting a decimal
currency based on dollars and cents. In 1858
the silver denominations of 5- 10- and 20cents were issued, but not in sufficient quantity
to displace the U.S. coins. Moreover, the 20cent denomination, a shilling according to the
Halifax currency exchange rate, was not
popular. Following Confederation in 1868,
William Weir, a Montreal businessman with
some experience in brokering U.S. coins, and
a new Minister of Finance, Sir Francis Hincks,
became two key figures in dealing with the
silver problem.
Early in 1870 Weir applied to the
Government to ask for their participation in an
effort to rid the country of the American silver
coins. Hincks appointed Weir the Government

agent for the exportation of the U. S. silver and
between March and July of 1870 five million
dollars worth of silver was exported. Mr. Weir
exported a total of over seven million dollars
worth of silver or over two hundred
wagonloads of silver.
The plan consisted of a threefold
approach: remove the U.S. coins from
circulation and export them; prepare a new
Canadian coinage to provide the coins
necessary for trade; issue 25 cent notes to
replace the U.S. silver until the Canadian coins
arrived from England.
There was some opposition to the new
notes based on experiences with the U.S.
fractional notes issued in 1862. They had been
extensively counterfeited and were not
redeemable in gold. The new Canadian notes,
however, would have a better appearance and
would be redeemable in gold in amounts of $5.
Orders were given in January 1870 to the
British American Bank Note Company to
engrave the dies and prepare plates for the new
25-cent notes. There were ten notes per sheet,
two across and five down. There were no plate
position letters or even sheet numbers on the
notes. The face design had a Britannia vignette
in the centre, the date March 1st 1870
appeared on both sides of the vignette and
the engraved signatures of W. Dickinson and
T.D. Harington appeared at the bottom. The
back of the 1870 note consisted of a green
lathe work design with information that the
notes were redeemable on presentation at
Montreal, Toronto or Saint John. The twentyfive cent notes were also known as
“shinplasters.” Many attribute this expression
to the depreciated paper money used by
soldiers of the U.S. Revolutionary War as a
lining to prevent their boots from chafing.

The American Bank Note Company
received the contract to print Dominion notes
in 1897. When the last of the 1870 fractionals
were issued, the company prepared its own
design showing Britannia on the right, facing
left, with her left hand on a shield and her right
hand holding a trident, and are dated January
2nd 1900. The only signature on the notes was
that of the Deputy Minister of Finance. The
word OTTAWA at the right of the signature is
omitted from the later signature varieties. The
back of the 1900 issue is clearer and simpler
and included a back plate number, found on
some of the 1900 notes. This series of notes
was at first printed ten to a sheet but were later
printed twenty to a sheet.
The July 2nd, 1923 notes saw further
changes in the face design. The design
consisted of a bust of Britannia in an oval
frame in the centre, with the right hand holding
a trident. The first of four issues appeared
with a red letter preceding the red sheet
number. A seal appeared to the right of the
frame with “Ottawa, July 2nd 1923” below
and “A-1,” which appeared on all 1923
fractionals, to the right. The backs of the 1923
notes remained unchanged from the 1900
issue, except that the printing company
changed its name to the Canadian Bank Note
Company. The Canadian Bank Note
Company Limited was the American
Banknote Company, Ottawa Branch.
The last of the 1923 notes were released
in 1932. The Bank of Canada, which was
formed in 1934, decided to recall all
shinplasters from circulation. Although the
Bank of Canada recalled the notes there are
over four million notes yet to be redeemed.

1870 issue

1900 issue

1923 issue
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HONEYBEES ON ANCIENT COINS
by Mike Markowitz, Coin Week, July 8, 2019 on the Internet
From the dawn of human society, the nature and origin
of the bee have awakened the curiosity and interest of
man. For thousands of years, honey was the only
sweetening material known, and it is quite natural that
in ancient times, the little busy creature who produced
this sweet food should have been regarded with
reverence and awe (Ransome, 19).
Long before people developed agriculture and lived in settled
communities, honey gathered from the hives of wild bees was
valued as a precious, almost magical commodity. The honeybee
(Apis mellifera) is native to the lands around the Mediterranean Sea,
and domestication of the honeybee as a pollinator was vital for the
growth of many fruit crops1 in the region. It was so valued, for
example, that the hieroglyph for “bee” (a profile drawing of the
insect) came to be used as the symbol for the ruler of Lower Egypt.

Ephesos. Circa 550-500 BC. AR Obol (0.63 g). Bee / Incuse square
punch. Cf. Karwiese series III, 6 (hemiobol)

Bees have two pairs of wings, but conventional ancient
representations of the bee, as viewed from above, typically only
show one pair. A little archaic5 silver obol of Ephesus, c. 550-500
BCE, is a remarkable exception, showing all four wings6.

Ephesus and the Cult of Artemis

Ephesos. Circa 480-450 BC. AR Drachm (3.46 gm). Bee with curved,
outlined wings; curls to either side / Quadripartite incuse square.
Karwiese Series VI, 2A, 32; Head Period II, pl. 1, 11; BMC Ionia pg.
48, 7ff; Rosen 571.

Ephesos. Circa 550 BC. EL Hemistater (13mm, 6.86 g). Bee / Two
parallel narrow rectangular incuses (struck from a single punch).
Triton X, lot 289;. Good VF. Extremely rare, one of only two published.
From the collection of Dr. Lawrence A. Adams

Images of the bee as a symbol appear very early in the
development of ancient Greek coinage. In particular, the prosperous
city of Ephesus in Ionia (on the Aegean coast of Turkey) adopted
the bee as its civic emblem. Ephesus was the location of a famous
temple of the goddess Artemis2 (one of the Seven Wonders of the
ancient world.) The high priest of the temple was known as the “king
bee” (living in a fiercely patriarchal society, Greeks believed the
queen bee was male) and the priestesses were called melissae
(honeybees). There are nearly a thousand different known types of
bee-and-stag coins from Ephesus, and unpublished new varieties
appear frequently3. One of the earliest known examples, a rare
electrum hemistater (6.86 grams) dated to c. 550 BCE brought
$25,000 USD (against a $10,000 estimate!) in a 2015 auction4.

Early in the classical era (c. 480-450 BCE), bees on silver
drachms of Ephesus were drawn with curved wings and curly
antennae, giving the insect a rather whimsical appearance[7].

Ephesos. Silver Tetradrachm (15.10 g), ca. 350-340 BC. Kallikrates,
magistrate. E-F, bee. rev. Forepart of stag right, head turned to look
back; in left field, palm tree; in right field, magistrate’s name:
KA??IKPATH[S]. Kinns obv. die O125; SNG Copenhagen -. Well
struck and well centered. Excellent metal and delicately toned. Nearly
Extremely Fine. Estimated Value $750
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By the fourth century BCE, Ephesian die-cutters, growing in skill
and confidence, were engraving far more “realistic” bees: note the
stinger, the jointed legs and the accurately segmented abdomen of
the insect on a tetradrachm dated c. 350 – 340 BCE8. Popular with
collectors, these classic coins are inscribed with the abbreviated
name of the city (E-F) on the obverse, and alongside the stag on the
reverse the name of a current “magistrate” (civic official or mint
director?) is spelled out.
In 356 BCE, the crazed arsonist Herostratos destroyed the
Temple of Artemis, and over the following centuries, it was
repeatedly rebuilt and demolished. Caught up in the complex politics
of the Hellenistic era, the city stubbornly continued to issue civic
coinage bearing the bee and stag down to about 133 BCE9. Coinage
is conservative!
The bee disappears from Ephesian coinage after Ephesus
becomes part of the Roman Empire as the capital of the province
of Asia. The image of the Emperor normally appears on the obverse
of Roman provincial coins, so there was no place for the bee.
Other Towns and Cities
A number of other Greek cities adopted the bee as an image on
their coins, perhaps because they had economic ties to Ephesus or
hosted a local cult of Ephesian Artemis.
The side view of the bee (similar to the Egyptian hieroglyph) is
extremely rare on ancient coins but it does appear on a tiny hemiobol
(0.26 grams) from an uncertain Ionian mint10, along with a turtle on
the reverse.

“Charon’s Obol”. 5th-1st century BC. AV 12mm (0.23 g). Bee / Incuse
of obverse. VF.

Bees also sometimes appear as decorations on ancient “coin-like
objects” or tokens, such as a thin gold disc of uncertain date that
appeared in a 2007 US auction11. One theory is that such discs
(“Charon’s obols”) were magical artefacts buried with the dead to
pay Charon, the boatman who ferried souls to the afterlife.
In 202 BCE, Ephesus established an alliance with the Phoenician
city of Arados (now Arwad, a small island off the Syrian coast
south of Tartus). Arados later marked this event by adopting the bee
and stag design for its coinage 12. Coins of Arados can be
distinguished by the name of city ARADION, inscribed in Greek
on the reverse. This alliance evidently continued for decades.

The small town of Gentinos in the region of Troas (northwest Anatolia)
used a bee and palm tree on its fourth century BCE local bronze13.

Praisos, on the island of Crete, placed a bee with a rose on the
reverse of a rare silver hemidrachm circa the fourth to third centuries
BCE14. Another Cretan town, Elyros, depicted a bee with an
unusually detailed representation of the veins on the wings on its
silver drachm, c. 300 – 270 BCE15. The obscure town of Iulis on the
Aegean island of Keos placed a bee on the reverse of its third
century BCE bronze coinage16.

THRACE, Deultum. Tranquillina. Augusta, AD 241-244. Æ (19mm,
3.25 g, 7h). Draped bust left, wearing stephane / Beehive set on base;
base decorated with pentastyle temple façade, pellet in pediment.
Draganov, Deultum, – (Obv. 150/R- [unlisted rev. die]); Jurukova 427;
Varbanov 2959. Good VF, black-green patina.

The beehive, often used as a symbol of industriousness and
harmonious social organization in the modern world, is surprisingly
rare on ancient coins. The city of Deultum in Thrace (now Burgas
on the Black Sea coast of Bulgaria) placed a beehive on the reverse
of scarce local bronze coins issued during the chaotic mid-third
century. Examples that have appeared in recent auction include
Maximinus I17 (235-238 CE) and Tranquillina18 (wife of Gordian III,
241-244).
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As a fitting footnote to this review of bees appearing on ancient coins, here is some information on a Royal
Canadian Mint collector product featuring a bumblebee. A moveable bumblebee is drawn to one of the showiest
blooms yet on this $50 face value 5 oz. 99.99% pure silver coin. When the coin is tilted the gold-plated bee circles
around the rose gold-plated petals of a wild rose—one of the many flowering plants in Canada that depend on
these wondrous little pollinators.
Designed by Canadian artist Tony Bianco, this coin presents a close view of Canada’s most common
wild rose and the floral emblem of Alberta, Rosa acicularis. The leaves and flowers of this native shrub fill
much of the engraved reverse, where the proof finish is as
luminous as a bright summer day. The image is topped
by two sterling silver-cast elements: a rose goldplated bloom and a gold-plated bumblebee.
Firmly affixed to the coin’s surface, the fivepetal flower is fully opened to expose the
pollen-laden anthers that are a food source
for pollinating insects. But the moveable
bumblebee adds an interactive twist to this
dimensional design; using gravitational
force, the “flying” bee is able to circle
around the rose whenever the coin is tilted
from one side to the other. The reverse
includes the engraved word “CANADA” and
the year, “2019”. The obverse features the effigy
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II by Susanna Blunt.
While the coin is dated 2019, it was actually put on sale
in October 2018. Limited to a production of 1,200 specimens, it had a price of $569.95
and sufficient appeal that it quickly sold out.

Notes
1

2
3
4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11
12

13

14

Some entomologists and beekeepers argue that the bee is a
wild animal that has never actually been “domesticated”, but
bees are willing to share their environment and products with
humans.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_of_Artemis
http://www.wildwinds.com/coins/greece/ionia/ephesos/i.html
CNG Auction 100, 7 October 2015, Lot 79.
Greek coins issued before C. 500 BCE are classified as
“archaic”. After 500 BCE, they are “Classical”. After the death
of Alexander in 323 BCE they are “Hellenistic”.
CNG Sale 79, 17 September 2008, Lot 329. Realized $350
USD.
CNG Sale 61, 25 September 2002, Lot 681. Realized $425
USD (estimate $300).
New York Sale XLII, 9 January 2018, Lot 184. Realized
$3,800 USD (estimate $750).
CNG Sale 61, 25 September 2002, Lot 688. Realized $300
USD (estimate $200).
CNG Electronic Auction 142, 28 June 2006, Lot 45. Realized
$175 USD.
CNG Sale 75, 23 May 2007, Lot 376. Realized $555 USD.
CNG Sale 79, 17 September 2008, Lot 430. Realized $1,700
USD (estimate $750).
CNG Sale 79, 17 September 2008, Lot 317. Realized $350
USD (estimate 200).
Stack’s, 18 August 2009, Lot 4123. Realized $375 USD.

15

16

17

18

Gerhard Hirsch Auction 275, 22 September 2011, Lot 3646.
Realized $1,212 USD.
CNG Sale 60, 22 May 2002, Lot 586. Realized $1,300 USD
(estimate $400).
CNG Electronic Auction 381, 24 August 2016, Lot 295.
Realized $130 USD.
CNG Sale 88, 14 September 2011, Lot 741. Realized $300
USD.
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ROYAL CANADIAN MINT EAGLE FEATHER 1 OZ. PURE SILVER COIN
Mintage: 3,000 (2019) - $149.95 CAD - Ships to Canada and US only November 13 - now Sold Out!
Strength. Peace. Wisdom. Honour.
The eagle represents the noblest qualities
a person can have. As a messenger to the
Creator, its wing feathers deliver thoughts
and prayers to the spirit world whenever
the eagle takes to the skies. The Royal
Canadian Mint’s first feather-shaped coin
shows reverence to both the eagle and its
feather—two symbols that have special
cultural and spiritual significance to
Indigenous peoples in Canada. The eagle
is depicted in a Northwest Coast style on
the engraved reverse, where the eye hints
at its sharp vision and intelligence. Its
feather, which inspired the shape of this
coin, commands great respect; whether
worn, held high or held close to one’s
heart, an eagle feather is a privileged gift
“I decided to include the head of an eagle with the form of the feather to drive home the idea of
that transmits strength and love while
where
this particular feather came from. I think it’s significant to mention that the shape of eagle
representing the highest honour. An
feathers
has helped inform certain forms within the Northwest Coast formline style —especially the
eagle’s flight feathers are the largest
“split u” shape, which was inspired by the feather and is featured in this design.
among Canada’s birds of prey. If an eagle
Andy Everson: The Artist
loses one of its wing feathers, it will
Generally, the process for coin designing involves the RCM
compensate by plucking one from the other side. This helps the eagle
choosing
between a handful of artists and eventually narrowing down
maintain its balance.
the selection process to one. In this case, the RCM reached out to
A specially shaped tribute to a great cultural icon, the eagle, whose
Everson directly last summer and asked him to create a design.
feather inspired the coin’s shape! This particular mint product once
Everson’s coin is an engraved side profile view of an eagle head,
again departs from the round shape you would expect of a coin. In fact,
presented in the Northwest Coast formline style. Framed by the coin’s
if the denomination and other writing were removed, it would actually
feather-shaped contour, the eagle’s eye and downward-curving beak
be considered a small sculpture.
are surrounded by variations of split-U forms that recreate the eagle’s
Design:
facial features and feathers. The reverse also inspired the background
The first feather-shaped coin the Royal Canadian Mint has ever pattern seen on the obverse, which features the effigy of Her Majesty
minted has a special connection to the Vancouver Island area, thanks Queen Elizabeth II by Susanna Blunt.
to a Comox Valley artist. Kwakwaka’wakw/K’omoks artist Andy
Everson noted because of the shape, there were some parameters
Everson previously designed coins for the mint, but never one in such he had to follow. “Normally, the shaft (of the feather) is longer and with
a unique shape. “I feel it is an honour to represent our people in an a bigger point. It’s exciting though because it is so differently shaped.”
authentic way,” he explained of the (face value) $20 coin.
Everson said he designed the coin for it to be minted in either silver
Last year, the RCM released Everson’s pure gold ultra-high relief or gold.
ancestor moon mask coin, which had a face
value of $200 but retailed for $2999.95
with a mintage of 300. In 2014, the
RCM released Everson’s first three
$200 denomination coins, which
also came in a silver version with
a holographic finish.
Everson said the opportunity
to design a coin for the world stage
provides an opportunity to showcase
his culture and heritage. “(The coin)
brings collectors and people around
$200 Interconnections $200 Interconnections $200 Interconnections the world an awareness about us,
Thunderbird
Beaver
Sea and Orca
and our culture and our art.”
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COMING EVENTS FOR FALL 2019
Oct. 20, Oshawa, Coin-a-Rama, Jubilee Pavilion, 55 Lakeview
Park Ave. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and membership
draws, New hourly public draws, free admission, featuring paper,
coins, tokens, medals, books & supplies and many other items. So
come out and look for that special item for your collection or for a
gift. Lots to do and see and even a park for the kids. For more
information contact Sharon MacLean, email papman@bell.net,
telephone 905-728-1352. Website: http://www.oshawacoinclub.ca
Oct. 26 – 27, Toronto, TOREX – Canada’s National Coin Show &
Auctions, Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7. Under 16 Free!
Numismatic excellence since 1962, featuring Canada’s finest dealers
in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins, paper money, coin and
paper money supplies and reference books. Official auctioneer is
The Canadian Numismatic Company. Auction viewing begins on
Friday. For more information contact Brian R. Smith, email
brian@torex.net , telephone 416-705-5348. Website:
http://www.torex.net

Nov. 2, Scarborough, Scarborough Coin Club 23rd Annual Coin
Show, Cedarbrook Community Centre, 91 Eastpark Blvd. Hours: 9
a.m.-3 p.m. The show will feature coins, paper money, tokens, medals,
a club table and more. Free admission and draws. Refreshments
available. For more information contact Dick Dunn, email
cpms@rogers.com. Website: http://www.scarboroughcoinclub.ca/
Nov. 9, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Coin Club Show, Optimist
Club, 7085 Morrison St. Admission $2, 12 and under $1. Hours: 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Buy, sell, trade. Free parking. Over 40 tables of coins,
paper money, tokens, medals and more! Draw for gold coin included
with admission. For more information contact Andy, telephone
905-227-3534.
Nov. 10, Winsor, Windsor Coin Club 68th Annual Fall Coin Show,
Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave. Hours: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free admission
and free hourly door prizes. Plenty of free parking. Handicap
accessible. 40 dealer tables. Buy, sell and trade in Canadian and
foreign currency. For more information contact Margaret Clarke,
email mtclarke@mnsi.net, telephone 519-735-0727. Website:
http://www.windsorcoinclub.com

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

COINS FROM THE BOTTOM OF A ROMAN WELL
The Numismatist of October 1919 reported this interesting
coin find: Coins, tokens and paper money of many countries,
but principally recent or current issues, have been brought
home as souvenirs by the returned members of the American
Expeditionary Force in France. Many of the coins are of little
or no value, being the minor or small coins in circulation in
1914, and the tokens and paper issues are those used since that
time.
The Numismatist received a letter dated September 2, 1919
from Mr. C. E. Loetzer, Sayre, Pa., reporting, “My sons of the
United States Army Engineers, recently returned from France,
brought home the old Roman coins shown in the accompanying
photograph, which they have placed in my possession. These
coins were found among the dirt and debris of an old, unused
and lost Roman well in a valley in the forest near Semoutiers,
south of Chaumont, A group of soldiers from their unit, in
search of a water supply, excavated it after its accidentally
discovery. After removing about two feet of soil they struck a hole about
three feet square in solid rock, from which they simply removed the dirt
to a depth of about 60 feet. They found the coins at about 50 feet with
corroded ones found among the dirt above the water level, and wellpreserved ones in the dirt below the water level.
After its discovery by these soldiers it was visited by the French
authorities, who took possession of such of the coins as they were able
to secure, and removed them to a museum in Chaumont and placed
them on exhibition.
“The existence of this ancient Roman well in that valley is a matter
of record at Chaumont. Its exact location, however, had become lost

and was unknown at this time. The records indicate that it had been
destroyed and filled up about the second or third century, and its
location has been unknown since that time, and remained so until the
accidental discovery by these soldiers.”
Photographs of five of the coins, obverse and reverse, are
reproduced here. The other three were so badly corroded that attribution
is impossible. Those illustrated show that they are in the average
condition of the Roman pieces, or perhaps a little better. They are
second or middle bronzes of Domitian, Antoninus Pius and Marcus
Aurelius. The smallest coin is silver, and probably Greek, but has not
yet been attributed.

