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THE BULLETIN FOR MAY 2019
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day to my fellow North York
numismatists and all our friends who receive
this monthly bulletin. Spring is finally giving
way to summer and we are having some
warmer weather here in Toronto. I have only
one thing to say about that: finally. What a
prolonged spring; at least the lawn is lush, the
plants are emerging from their dormancy
and of course Lake Ontario is still rising after
all the flooding on the feeder rivers over the
last month. Now that my weather report is
finished, here’s some news from the club.
The club has recently completed another
successful North York Coin Club Coin Show
and I wish to thank the Bourse Chairperson
on running another outstanding show. From
booking the banquet room, to selling the
bourse out and then manning the refreshment
table Paul Petch again has gone beyond what
the normal volunteer would accomplish,
unselfishly. I would also like to thank the
dealers who supported the club in this
endeavour and wish them continued success
in the hobby. Aspecial surprise during the day
was a draw prize donation from a member we
have not seen for a while, Hamo Yeritsian .
Thank you Hamo for thinking of us.
The service Paul has provided is a very
important part of our club’s revenue for the
year. We would now like to have a new
dedicated individual to sell and mange the
club’s show in the future. The show in May
2020 is already booked so the new coin show

You are reminded
to pay your $10 2019 dues
if you have not already done so

manager is already ahead of the game and
able to hit the pavement running. Now it’s
time for someone else to step up and fill
Paul’s shoes, with help from the club’s
executive. It’s never too early to book your
table(s) for the 2020 show so see Bill if
interested.
The club is pleased to announce that at a
recent executive meeting Bill O’Brien was
nominated, and accepted, the position of club
treasure. The club is now looking for
someone to replace Bill as the refreshment
go-for. This position is responsible for
bringing the coffee, drinks and snacks to
each meeting along with the necessary
glasses and cutlery. The person that is filling
this position is also responsible for buying the
refreshments. The benefit of this position is
that the open leftovers go home with you for
your personal consumption. If any regular
attending member would be interested in
either position, please see club President Bill
O’Brien.
Now that I’m thinking about club
business, I don’t think I thanked everybody
properly who helped the club run another
successful auction night in March. The
“Main Man” was again Paul Petch who
accepted the 104 lots from the consignors
and worked up the catalogue listing each
item. The full catalogue of the auction lots
was distributed to all members before the
meeting and with the help of Paul J., Jared
and Chris the entire night ran without a hitch.
I would also like to thank the consignors for
their essential participation.
Continued page 3...

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 28
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre at 7:00
p.m. with meeting start scheduled for
7:30 p.m.
For our May meeting we are very pleased
to have one of our members, Dr. Hezi Shami
Ph.D., with us to present his subject "Design
Continuity in the Obsolete Banknotes of the
British 'Influence Sphere'/Empire from 19111966."
In the Gold Standard/Sovereign era,
which existed from 1817 to 1925, the newly
introduced strict gold standard was coupled
with monetary design continuity, in order to
transform the chaotic British currency system
into the leading world currency that enjoyed
trust and confidence. Upon abolishing the
Gold Standard in 1925, a multitude of bank
notes were issued by the different entities
throughout the British Influence Sphere, with
diverse monetary units and offering a vast
spectrum of quality and continuity of design.
It took a few decades before these newly
issued bank notes gained enough respect,
beyond their imposed monetary value, to get
the attention of numismatic collectors and
thus create a fertile ground for the collecting
of these obsolete banknotes.
Please join us at our next meeting to enjoy
this special topic from a special speaker.
You are also invited to share your
numismatic news as well as your recent finds
or special treasures with us during the show
and tell part of our meeting!
Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really fine
auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply of
draw prize material.
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NEWS OF THE APRIL 2019 MEETING
th

The 654 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the Edithvale
Community Centre. It was hammered to order at 7:32 p.m. by our
President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair with 28 members and 2 guests in
attendance.
Member Brudoly Yakov was not present at the time his name was
drawn to receive the on-time attendance draw prize of $20.00. The draw
will increase to $25.00 for the May 28, 2019, meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they had noticed any errors or
omissions in the minutes of the February meeting, as published. With
no errors identified; John B made a motion to accept the minutes as
printed, which was seconded by Paul Johnson. Motion carried.
Because of some family emergencies our temporary treasurer has
had to stand down. A financial report will be provided next month.
Bill reminded everyone that our Club Coin Show was coming up
in May; in the Banquet Room at Edithvale on Saturday, May 11,
2019, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Paul Petch mentioned that there were
a small number of tables still available for those who might be
interested or if anyone knows of someone that might be interested.
Bill introduced our special guest speaker for the evening, Ron
Cheek; his topic was Researching and Writing a Numismatic Article.
Ron is a very experienced writer being published in a number of
numismatic Journals and Magazines, including the ANANumismatist,
the ONA’s Ontario Numismatist and the RCNA’s Canadian
Numismatic Journal.
Ron began by outlining the importance of numismatic writers:
• The hobby needs more people writing articles.
• Publications like The CN Journal and The Ontario Numismatist
are often short of good material.
• Many of us have researched items in our collection and have
learned a lot.
• If it was worth finding out about, it is worth writing down and
sharing.
• You’ll find that seeing your efforts in print can be very satisfying,
plus you’ll have been of great service to the hobby.

He then presented a check list for producing an article:
Picking a topic
How to start your research
Research resources and tips
Gathering and organizing your findings
Planning your article—text and illustrations
Writing and self-editing
Submitting the article to a publication and working with the editor.
Ron’s nicely detailed talk outlined how he approaches researching,
the organization of this research and then how he starts an article. His
talk included very insightful information, which was followed, as
usual, by a discussion with a number of members participating.
Bill presented Ron with a Tim Card and a certificate of appreciation
as a small token of our gratitude.
A short refreshment break was called from 8:30–8:46 p.m.
We resumed the meeting with our regular auction and our
customary lucky draw. Lucky draw numbers were called at various
times while the auction took place. Lucky draw winners for the evening
were—Bob Velensky (2), Franco Farronato (2), Philip Tran, Nick
Cowan, Ross McInnes, Bob Tolensky, Richard Duquette, David
Quinlan and Tony Hine. The club earned $24.00 through the sale of
the draw tickets! Our auction manager, Paul Johnson, reported that
receipts from the auction added $27.35 to the club coffers. Our thanks
go to Jared Stapleton for calling the auction and Chris Poissont for
serving as runner.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting
the club through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations.
Please consider supporting your club through a donation of numismatic
material or other items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations to the
club secretary so that your support can be recognized in the minutes
and newsletter.)
Please remember that our next regular meeting will take place on
Tuesday, May 28, in the 1st floor Banquet Room of the Edithvale
Community Centre.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

With the experience of authoring many numismatic articles, Ron Cheek
was well qualified to share his approach to numismatic writing
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President’s Message ... continued from page 1

Club President Bill O’Brien (left) thanked speaker Ron Cheek
with a Tim Card and a Certificate of Appreciation

It was a bright and fairly mild and pleasant day on
Saturday May 11 for our annual coin show.
Member Chris Poissont manned the Metro Coin and Bank Note table
and welcomed many visitors throughout the day.

Just in case you missed the last meeting, and mention in the last
bulletin, the club has acquired the three-current numismatic catalogues
issued for the Canadian market and will be acting like a library over
the next year spreading their use to interested club members. It was
decided that the books would be loaned out from meeting to meeting
and sold at the club auction next year, being replaced by the most recent
versions of the catalogues at the time. Put your name on the reservation
list on the front table at the meeting to reserve your spot and the use
of one of the available extensive catalogues for the month.
As mentioned in passing above, the club has obtained and paid for
in full the permits for the club meetings for the next season and the
Coin Show Saturday May 9, 2020. We have ten meetings booked as
well as the coin show. Our December meeting as well as all the
executive meetings are being held off site. I know I sound like a
broken record, but I would like to thank Paul Petch again for all the
legwork in obtaining these permits. The upcoming meetings of the club
are as follows. The next meeting is May 28, then one week early in
June on the 18th, no July meeting and the August meeting is on Tuesday
the 20th.
Now that the summer like weather is here it is the perfect time to
plan your vacation. Possibly you could consider a trip out west in
Canada. The R.C.N.A. convention, that a lot of you helped with last
year, is in Calgary Alberta this summer between July16-20 at the Best
Western Premier Plaza on 33 Street N.E. Tours are planned that
include a trip to the badlands and the Drumheller area visiting the
world-famous museum of Paleontology. Other tours will be a visit to
Studio Bell, Home of the National Music Centre, followed the next
day with a trip to the trendy Inglewood area of Calgary and a glass
blowing tour and demonstration. The last items on the list of things to
do at the convention for the ladies is a visit to the Calgary Zoo, or dinner
at Big Rock Grill or the opportunity to just relax a bit in the hospitality
suite. It looks like the ladies will be busy and won’t even miss their
spouse, giving you ample time to pursue your hobby and rekindle old
friendships.
Well I guess that is it for club news so I will highlight some of
upcoming shows in the area over the summer just in case you don’t
get out to Alberta. The show schedule is somewhat sparse over the
summer but there are enough of them to let you get your fix of
numismatics until the calendar fills up in the fall. First out of the gate
is the Rotary Club show in Brampton on June 2. That show is followed
by the Brantford Numismatic Society show on June 9 and TOREX at
the end of the month in Toronto on June 29-30. The only other show
is the Paris show on August 11 run by club member Jared. Please get
out and enjoy yourself over the next few month’s and if rest and
relaxation can mix with your hobby, all the better.
Well that’s a wrap on everything you need to know to plan your
month in numismatics and the NYCC. Don’t forget to circle next
Tuesday, May 28 on your calendar for the next meeting of the club
because we have Hezi Shami to speak with us with some new, original
material on obsolete British banknotes. Come early for the 7:30
meeting to have some time to check out the dealer’s wares and auction
material as well as socialize a bit with the club members.
Bill O’Brien
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2018 ROYAL CANADIAN MINT REPORT RELEASED
With extracts and commentary by Paul R. Petch
The Royal Canadian Mint has tabled its annual report, and it should come
as no surprise to anyone that it does not stand up well when compared to
reports of earlier years. How could 2018 hope to compete with the opportunities
that were presented by the Canada 150 Program in 2017? This is a business
document, so you will find that it is formatted and filled with the cumbersome
wording typical of such documents. In some spots it is not light reading.
For those of you who may wish to view the actual report, it is available online
at: https://www.mint.ca/store/dyn/PDFs/2018_RCM_English_AR_Web.pdf.
If you are interested in only the high points, then please read on.
The Mint breaks its activities into four business groups. These are Canadian
Circulation, Foreign Circulation, Bullion Products/Services and Numismatics.
The following chart shows that revenues were down in all sectors except for
Foreign Circulation, which had an impressive growth of 49%.
Revenue by Business
Canadian Circulation
Foreign Circulation
Bullion Products and Services
Numismatics

2018
$ 95.0
94.9
1,113.6
117.1

2017 $ change % change
$ 104.1 $ (9.1)
(9)
63.9
31.0
49
1,350.8 (237.2)
(18)
172.5
(55.4)
(32)

Going beyond the 2018 revenues, the next table not only shows by just how
much the revenue decreased compared to 2017 but also shows a 15% drop in
profit with an 89% drop in the dividends paid by the Mint to its stakeholders.
Financial and Operating Highlights ($ in millions)

2018

2017% change

Revenue
1,420.6 1,691.3
Gross profit
134.5
158.0
Profit before income tax
46.0
43.9
Profit for the period
35.1
36.1
Dividends paid
10.0
93.2
Total assets
397.8
377.8
Shareholder’s equity
156.5
128.2
Capital expenditures
15.3
13.9
Cash flow from operating activities 39.7
57.6

(16)
(15)
5
3
(89)
5
22
10
(31)

The Mint’s current collector product marketing strategies obviously cannot
continue. In the middle of the year they undertook a close examination of the way
they market to the numismatic community. Coming out of this exercise was “the
identification and approval of a more focused approach to serving the Mint’s
customers well and profitably.”
On this subject, the report continues, “Following the exceptional breadth and
elevated cost of activities in 2017, particularly those associated with Canada 150
programs, management conducted a structured, thorough, and inclusive
examination of customers’ needs in each market, the related value propositions
required to meet those needs well, and the capability choices and configuration
requirements to deliver them profitably. It became clear that these choices, as a
whole, would require more trade-offs than in previous years. The revised strategy
creates the pathway to sustainable profits by articulating and executing a new set

Numismatic sellouts:
number of coin products
2014
79
2015
72
2016
87
2017
66
2018
39
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of customer-facing choices that will stabilize the performance of the
business and bring it closer to its best and most loyal premium and
mainstream customers.
Renewed focus on creating distinct value for our premium and
mainstream customers will require a different set of supporting
structures and implementation activities across all areas of the business
that are designed to deliver distinct premium and mainstream value
propositions to market in a cost effective way. Moving forward, sales
and marketing will be fully integrated under the leadership of a new
Chief Commercial Officer and our product plan will be initially smaller
than it is today, focusing on those products that best meet the needs and
preferences of our customers.”
The wording of the preceding statement confirms the Mint is
going to have to change its ways and probably only produce proven
products with the highest profit margins. The number and variety of
products are most certainly going to have to be cut back and already
in 2019 there seems to be more of a focus on our Canadian numismatic
and philatelic heritage. There has to be a cut to the number of
experimental products and a switch to products that will appeal to
existing customers, not those who may or may not respond to media
advertising. There has been a significant absence of Mint ads on
television so far this year.
Specifically on the numismatics business the report states,
“Revenue decreased 32% to $117.1 million from $172.5 million in
2017. The decrease in revenue was largely attributable to a 36%
decrease in the volume of silver and base metal numismatic products
sold in 2018, compared to 2017 Numismatics revenue which was
supported by the strong Canada 150 campaign. In addition, some key
marketing initiatives, including product mix optimization and Canada
150 customer conversion, did not materialize during the year, which
contributed to the decrease in revenue year over year.”
“The Mint believes the Numismatics business has good
fundamentals and a solid foundation from which to generate sustainable
future profits. The nature of this business has changed substantially over

the last few years with the wind-down of the Face Value Program and
fewer commemorative coins and programs (such as Canada 150),
which have negatively impacted our ability to attract and grow new
customers. Investments in improved marketing and customer service
capabilities and tools are being made in order for the Numismatics
business to profitably grow and service the Mint’s loyal and passionate
customer base. In 2019, the Mint will focus on the implementation of
its updated numismatics strategy and will shift its approach from an
inward product focused perspective to an outward customer focused
approach. Its growth activities in Canada and the US will continue,
while maintaining ancillary markets such as Europe and Asia. The Mint
will also capitalize on its strong network of bullion dealers and
distributors to cross-promote incremental numismatic opportunities and
generate healthy, quality earnings.” (I don’t think I have ever seen the
phrase, “quality earnings” before.)
With so much difficulty with generating revenue and profit, it is
little wonder there was management turnover at the Mint. The Mint’s
President and CEO, Sandra Hanington, announced her resignation from
the Mint effective July 1, 2018. From July 1, 2018 until February 17,
2019, Jennifer Camelon, the Mint’s CFO and Vice President of Finance
and Administration served as interim President and CEO, while during
this period Robert Zintel, the Mint’s Senior Director, Finance, served
as acting CFO and Vice President Finance and Administration. On
January 21, 2019, the Honourable Bill Morneau, Minister of Finance,
announced the appointment of Marie Lemay as the Mint’s President
and CEO effective February 18, 2019 for a period of five years. While
the pictures of Marie Lemay present her as having a good time in her
new job, she has the reputation of a “fixer” and maybe the new broom
that will sweep clean. The old dust had better watch out.
A good place to conclude this brief look at the 2018 Mint Report
is at the circulation coin production. In years gone by, this was
always the first alert on what would become the scarce dates of the
future, but production numbers seem to be high enough that this
won’t be happening in 2018. Of course, we can always hope for the
discovery of short runs of production varieties or mint errors!

Commemorative/regular design production in 2016-2018
2018
Two Dollars
23,730,000
Two Dollars: 75th Anniversary of the Battle of the Atlantic
–
Two Dollars: Canada 150: My Canada, My Inspiration—Dance of the Spirits
–
Two Dollars: 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge
–
Two Dollars: 100th Anniversary of Armistice
3,000,000
One Dollar
33,930,000
One Dollar: Lucky Loonie
–
One Dollar: 100th Anniversary of Canadian Women’s Right to Vote
–
One Dollar: Canada 150: My Canada, My Inspiration—Connecting a Nation
–
One Dollar: 100th Anniversary of the Toronto Maple Leafs®
–
25 Cent
102,560,000
25 Cent: Canada 150: My Canada, My Inspiration—Hope for a Green Future
–
25 Cent: 125th Anniversary of the Stanley Cup®
–
10 Cent
118,525,000
10 Cent: Canada 150: My Canada, My Inspiration—Wings of Peace
–
5 Cent
87,528,000
5 Cent: Canada 150: My Canada, My Inspiration—Living Traditions
–

2017
24,465,000
–
10,000,000
5,130,000
–
15,750,000
–
–
10,000,000
5,150,000
110,720,000
20,000,000
12,500,000
199,925,000
20,000,000
106,680,000
20,000,000

2016
20,669,000
5,000,000
–
–
–
28,764,000
5,000,000
5,000,000
–
–
106,880,000
–
–
220,000,000
–
140,952,000
–
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CANADA CAPTURES 2018 BANK NOTE OF THE YEAR AWARD
From the International Bank Note Society Web Site and Press Release
The IBNS Bank Note of the Year award is an initiative of the
International Bank Note Society to recognize an exceptional bank
note issued each year. IBNS Members can nominate a bank note for
the award by contacting the Bank Note of the Year Co-Coordinator
(banknoteoftheyear@theibns.org). Bank notes nominated must have
been issued to the public (specimens and non-circulating currencies
are ineligible) for the first time during the year of the award, and must
have artistic merit and/or innovative security features, and be in
general circulation. When nominating a note, members provide
their reasons for the nomination, and when possible, a scan of the
front and back of the note. Nominations for the award are accepted
up to January 31 of the following year.
Once nominations have closed, the winner is decided by a vote
of the IBNS, who consider the artistic merit, design, use of colour,
contrast, balance, and security features of each nomination. The
winner was announced at the first IBNS Board meeting of the year.
The International Bank Note Society announced that its voting
membership selected the Bank of Canada to receive its prestigious
“Bank Note of the Year Award” for 2018.

With over 150 new bank notes released worldwide during 2018,
only 10% were of sufficiently new design to be nominated. Almost
from the start, Canada’s new vertically oriented $10 bill dominated
the voting, followed by Switzerland (200 Franc human hands),
Norway (500 Kroner sailing ship), Russia (100 Ruble soccer) and
the Solomon Islands (40 Dollar man blowing conch shell) bank
notes. This is the fifth consecutive polymer-containing note to win
the coveted IBNS Bank Note of the Year Award.
The face of the note features the portrait of social justice icon
Viola Desmond while the back depicts the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Printed by the Canadian Bank Note Company in the same
distinct purple color as the previous horizontal format $10 polymer
note, this note is just fractionally larger than neighbouring United
States currency bills. Incorporating the latest in technological
standards, the bold security features are easy to check and difficult
to counterfeit.
Canada has been honoured with this reward once before. That
was in 2004, the year the IBNS instituted the award, for our Canadian
Journey series $20 note.

Canada’s 10 Dollar Note
Printer - Canadian Bank Note Company
Size - 152 x 70 mm Polymer

Some of the bank note descriptions in this
article use the term SPARK. This is a special
security ink that is the product of SPICA
Holdings, an international company registered
in Switzerland.Bank note features printed
with this ink have a luminous quality that is
difficult for forgers to duplicate, thus making
it easier for the public to recognize counterfeit
notes.
English and French text; map of
Halifax north end; Viola Desmond

English and French text;
eagle feather; Canadian Museum
for Human Rights in Winnipeg;
excerpt from Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms
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Switzerland’s 200 Franc Note
Watermark - Swiss flag and globe
Printer - orell füssli security printing ltd
Size - 151 x 70 mm Composite (DuraSafe)

Russia’s 100 Rouble Note
Printer - Goznak
Size - 150 x 65 mm Polymer

Swiss cross; human hand with
fingers pointing in three spatial
dimensions in which matter
expands; multicolour Swiss cross
as registration device; land mass
motif over globe in green SPARK

Particle detector; particle collision

Russian text; coat of arms;
standing boy holding soccer ball
under arm; goalkeeper (Lev
Yashin) diving for soccer ball;
Quick Recognition Code

Russian text; stylized Russian
flag with silhouettes of athletic
fans; stylized globe on soccer ball
with Russian Federation map;
names of Russian cities hosting
playoff games

Norwegian text; SPARK Orbital rectangle; Colin Archer’s rescue vessel,
RS 14 “Stavanger;” Atlantic puffin

Norway’s 500 Kroner Note
Watermark - Atlantic puffin head in
profile with electrotype 500
Printer - Oberthur Technologies
Size - 147 x 70 mm

Norwegian text; oil platform on the horizon (pixel motif); 13
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Solomon Islands $40 Dollar Note
Watermark - Simón Bolívar and electrotype BCV
Printer - CASA DE LA MONEDA-VENEZUELA
Size - 156 x 69 mm

Spanish text; coat of arms;
northern muriqui
(Brachyteles hypoxanthus)
monkey; Guatopo National
Park

Argentina’s 50 Peso Note
Watermark - Condor and electrotype 50
Printer - S.E. CASA DE MONEDA
Size - 155 x 65 mm

Spanish text; Ezequiel Zamora

Spanish text; Andean Region

Hong Kong’s 1,000 Hong Kong Dollar (HSBC) Note
Watermark - Bauhinia flower and electrotype 1000 on pixelized
design
Printer - Hong Kong Note Printing LimitedSize - 163 x 81.5 mm
Spanish text; condor

Chinese and English text; HSBC
headquarters building; HSBC logo;
lion statue; denomination as
registration device; Bauhinia
flower and 1000 in SPARK

Chinese and English text; panoramic fisheye lens view of central
business district; HSBC logo
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Bahamas’ 20 Dollar Note
Watermark - Milo B
Printer - DE LA RUE
Size - 156 x 67 mm

English text; compass rose as registration device; map; bougainvillea
flower; flying bird in SPARK Orbital OVI; pirate ship; Milo B

Venezuela’s 100 Bolivares Note
Watermark - Simón Bolívar and electrotype BCV
Printer - CASA DE LA MONEDA-VENEZUELA
Size - 156 x 69 mm

Spanish text; coat of arms;
northern muriqui (Brachyteles
hypoxanthus) monkey; Guatopo
National Park

English text; coat of arms; tower
at Festival Place overlooking the
Nassau Harbour in New
Providence with cruise ships,
buildings, and Sir Sidney Poitier
and Paradise Island bridges;
compass rose

Spanish text; Ezequiel Zamora

Mauritania’s 50 ouguiya Note
Printer - Canadian Bank Note Company
Size - 130 x 65 mm Polymer (Guardian)

Arabic text; open book on stand; The Great Mosque Ibn Abbas in
capital, Nouakchott; star and crescent moon

French text; circle and heart under print; metal coffee pot; stringed
musical instruments; open book on stand
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Australia’s 50 Dollar Note
Watermark (shadow image) - Coat of arms
Printer - Note Printing Australia
Size - 151 x 65 mm Polymer (Guardian)
English text; Acacia humifusa; Black swan (Cygnus
atratus); David Unaipon, inventor and author; ngaitji
totems; Ngarrindjeri nation shields

English text; King Edward Memorial Hospital; Edith Cowan,
politician; gumnut brooch

Mexico’s 500 Peso Note
Watermark - Benito Juárez and electrotype 500
Printer - Banco de México
Size - 146 x 65 mm
Spanish text; bank monogram; entry of Benito Juárez into
Mexico City, from Alberto Beltrán’s engraving; Benito Pablo
Juárez García; denomination in blue-to-green OVI

Spanish text; grey whales in ecosystem of coasts, seas, and islands in
the Biosphere Reserve of El Vizcaíno, in Baja California Sur

Armenia’s 50,000 Dram Note
Watermark - Saint Gregory the Illuminator and electrotype 20000
Printer - Giesecke & Devrient
Size - 155 x 72 mm Hybrid
Armenian text; SPARK Live hand; illuminated manuscripts; Saint
Gregory the Illuminator; Etchmiadzin Cathedral dome; winged
cross

Armenian text; Khor Virap monastery; Mountain Ararat; statue of
Saint Gregory the Illuminator
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Bolivia’s 20 Bolivianos Note
Watermark - Genoveva Ríos and electrotype 20
Printer - OBERTHUR fiduciaire
Size - 140 x 70 mm
Spanish text; Fuerte Samaypata; Genoveva Ríos, Tomás
Katari, and Pedro Ignacio Muiba

Spanish text; black cayman as SPARK; landscape of Laguna
Bay; Caimán negro (black cayman); Toborochi tree

China’s 50 Yuan Note
Watermark - Great Wall of China and electrotype 50
Printer - Unknown
Size - 150 x 70 mm
Chinese text; national emblem of the PRC; denomination in
SPARK; tree growth rings representing development of the five
series of RMB bank notes

English, Mongolian, Tibetan, Uyghur and Zhang text; People’s
Bank of China headquarters buildings; peony flower; 1948
newspaper article announcing issuance of RMB; city skyline

Sao Tome 200 Dobra Note
Watermark - Rei Amador and electrotype butterfly
Printer - De La Rue
Size - 155 x 67 mm
Portuguese text; Charaxes defulvata butterfly; coat of arms; Banco
Central headquarters building in São Tomé; holographic patch;
butterfly as registration deviceMilo B

Portuguese text; stylized cocoa pod; butterfly; map of Sao Tome and
Principe; Chibi-ficha (Anabathmis hartlaubii) Príncipe sunbird
perched on branch
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COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING & SUMMER 2019
May 12 – Sept. 2, Ottawa, “A Noteworthy Woman”, Bank of
Canada Museum, 30 Bank St.; an exhibition exploring the imagery
on Canada’s new vertical $10 bill, highlights human rights
inspiration and portrait subject Viola Desmond. Desmond the first
Canadian woman to appear on a regularly circulating Bank of
Canada note. The exhibition is on now until Sept. 2 and is free to
attend. For more information contact Nicole Gurski, email museummusee@bankofcanada.ca, telephone 613-782-8914. Website:
https://www.bankofcanadamuseum.ca/explore/exhibitions/specialexhibitions/a-noteworthy-woman/
June 2, Brampton, Rotary Club of Brampton Coin & Trading Card
Show, Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden Rd. E. Hours:
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $4, under 14 free and free parking. Buy,
sell, trade and appraise at more than 40 tables of dealers, including
a children’s table. Funds raised for children’s charities. For more
information contact Willard Burton, email willardb@bell.net,
telephone 905-450-2870.
June 9, Brantford, 58th Annual Brantford Coin Show, Branlyn
Community Centre, 238 Brantwood Park Rd. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Free admission, and ample free parking. A Family event! Over 90
dealer tables from all over Ontario selling coins, banknotes, tokens,
royal Canadian Mint products, silver, gold, estate jewelry,
numismatic supplies, etc. Kids table offers coins, tokens and supplies
to inspire the youth at subsidized prices. Food truck on site. Free
door prize tickets, more than 40 prizes to be won. For more
information
contact
Cassidy
Stroud,
email
brantfordcoinclub@hotmail.com, telephone 519-427-6158.

June 29 – 30, Toronto, TOREX – Canada’s National Coin Show &
Auctions, Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7. Under 16 Free!
Numismatic excellence since 1962, featuring Canada’s finest dealers
in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins, paper money, coin and paper
money supplies and reference books. Official auctioneer is The
Canadian Numismatic Company. Auction viewing begins on Friday.
For more information contact Brian R. Smith, email brian@torex.net,
telephone 416-705-5348. Website: http://www.torex.net
July 17 – 20, Calgary, 2019 Calgary RCNAConvention, Best Western
Premier Calgary Plaza & Conference Centre, 1316 33 Street N.E. The
2018 Calgary RCNA Convention is being hosted by the Calgary
Numismatic Society. For full details, visit the Royal Canadian
Numismatic Association’s website at rcna.ca/2019. For more
information contact James A. Williston, email jawilliston@shaw.ca,
telephone 403-461-2663. Website: http://www.rcna.ca/2019
Aug. 11, Paris, Paris Coin Show, Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St.
Show hours 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. $4 Admission and includes draw ticket
for a Gold Coin. Canada’s Best 1 day Coin and Collectables show. Over
50 tables of coins, paper money, tokens, military & more. Buy, Sell &
Appraise at the show with professional Coin & Banknote Dealers. Hot
& cold food and drinks are available at the show. For more
information, email pariscoinshow@gmail.com, telephone 647-4037334. Website: http://www.pariscoinshow.com
Aug. 25, Woodstock, Woodstock Coin Club
30th Annual
Coin Show,
Listings
are courtesy
of
Woodstock Community Centre,
381
Finkle
St.
9:30
a.m.
to
p.m.
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CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS’ CENTENNIAL
On May 13 the Royal Canadian Mint
unveiled two special collector coins to
celebrate Canadian National’s significant
contributions to building a stronger and more
prosperous country over the last 100 years. In
recognition of this milestone anniversary, the
Mint joined CN employees at the Claude
Mongeau National Training Centre in
Winnipeg to release a vividly coloured coin
with a face value of 25-cents, as well as a
gold coin with a $200 face value.

“CN has a fascinating history of
connecting Canadians on many different
levels,” said Marie Lemay, President and CEO
of the Royal Canadian Mint.
“CN thanks the Royal Canadian Mint for
such an honour,” said JJ Ruest, President and
Chief Executive Officer of CN. “As part of our
100 year anniversary festivities, we are proud
to celebrate our rich history of connecting
people, places and our economy, as these
commemorative coins represent so well.”
Both coins were designed by Canadian
artist Tony Bianco, whose father worked at the
CN rail yards in Toronto as a new immigrant.
With a specimen finish and selective colour,
the 25-cent design features two locomotives
that are the famed workhorses of CN’s vast
rail network: a diesel-electric MLW M-420
built by Montreal Locomotive Works and the
steam-powered Northern CN 6218
symbolizing the golden age of passenger rail
travel. Limited to a mintage of 30,000, this
nickel-plated steel coin retails for $29.95.

The Mint has also issued a half-ounce,
99.99% pure gold coin also designed by
Bianco. Traditionally engraved against a
mirror-like proof background, it features a
trio of CN locomotives: a Class U-4-a
Confederation steam locomotive, a steampowered U-1-f Class Bullet Nose Betty, and a
modern six-axle ES44DC Evolution Series
diesel locomotive. Limited to a mintage of
1,000, the coin retails for $1,199.95.

