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THE BULLETIN FOR NOVEMBER 2018
This is the final issue of The Bulletin for 2018. Here are some
special dates for you to remember:
• the Christmas Dinner is on Tuesday December 11 (see the
flyer on the last page),
• the next NYCC executive meeting is at Trend Signs on
January 8 at 7:00 p.m. and
• the next regular North York meeting is January 22, 2019

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day fellow North York Coin Club members and everyone
else who receives this monthly bulletin. I know the calendar shows
that it is November but the snow and winter conditions this early in
the season is ridiculous. What happened to global warming? The way
some politicians talk, we in Southern Ontario should have similar
weather to Florida soon, so what’s going on? If you want certainty in
your life, why not try to prepare a numismatic presentation for the club
or plan to attend the Holiday Dinner next month.
The first bit of news that I have for you this month is on a very
sad note. Life member, Roger Fox, has lost his wife Margaret who
passed away peacefully last week. The club offers our condolences to
Roger and his family in this difficult time and offers our support to him,
his family and close friends.
The North York Coin Club executive has been busy planning for
the upcoming year and we hope to be able to provide a bit of everything
again this year for your enjoyment and education in the hobby.
We are going to do something unique this meeting as the club will
be having a special draw for an official $200.00 tax receipt that you
can use when filing your income tax in a few months. The blank receipt
for the money donated by the club to CAFNE at the RCNAconvention
will be raffled off at the next meeting. The receipt will save you
around $40.00 dollars or so off your taxes come next year, so not a bad
investment for a twoonie.
If any member takes me up on my offer and puts together a
numismatic presentation, this is the place to bounce your original
ideas off a very knowledgeable bunch and get the feedback necessary
to make your presentation that much better. If a presentation is not your
“cup of tea” how about a competitive display?
Continued page 3...

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
We start gathering in the Banquet Room on the first floor of
the Edithvale Community Centre
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
For our November meeting we have the return of guest speaker
Jeff Wilson. Jeff is an avid collector of coin club medals and a
virtual flood of these medals made their appearance under the
sponsorship of the RCNA with the Canada 150th Anniversary
medal set. You are no doubt aware of our own club's medal that is
a part of the set, but join us for Jeff's talk and find out just how many
Canadian coin clubs are represented in the set.
You are also invited to share your numismatic news as well as
your recent finds or special treasures with us during the show and
tell part of our meeting!
Please remember to bring your auction lots so we can have
a really fine auction at this meeting. Also, we appreciate all
donations to our supply of draw prize material.

It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing
of Margaret Fox on November 9. Some North York
members were able to visit the Taylor Funeral Home on
November 12 and attend the service at the Sharon-Hope
Unived Church on November 13. The executive and
membership of the North York Coin Club extend our
sympathies to Roger Fox and his family.

The Christmas Dinner meeting is December 11
at Tucker’s Marketplace with draw prizes for
everyone, a 50/50 draw and optional gift exchange.
Please read the flyer in this issue and bring your
money to Treasurer Ben Boelens at the November
meeting: $38 for each person attending the
dinner (less $20 as a thank you from the club for
RCNA Convention workers) and
$10 for your 2018 club membership dues!
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NEWS OF THE OCTOBER 2018 MEETING
th

The 648 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held
on Tuesday, October 23, 2018 in the 1st floor Banquet Room
at the Edithvale Community Centre. It was hammered to
order at 7:35 p.m. with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the
chair and 29 members in attendance.
The first order of business was the on-time attendance
draw. Member Morgan Bailey was not present when his
name was drawn to receive the draw prize of $5.00. The
draw will increase to $10.00 for the November 27th meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they had noticed any
errors or omissions in the minutes of the September meeting
as published in the October newsletter. With no changes
noted, John Regitko made a motion to accept the minutes,
which was seconded by Bob Velensky. Motion carried.
With the recent return of our treasurer Ben Boelens, we had
a brief report summarizing club cash assets.
Bill discussed the topic of the annual Christmas meeting,
to be held on December 11th at the Tucker’s Marketplace
restaurant, located at 15 Carlson Court in Etobicoke, in more detail.
He mentioned that both the Etobicoke-Mississauga and the Toronto
Coin Clubs had also been invited. He reminded everyone that Ben is
now collecting money in advance for the event and noted that if they
had volunteered at the RCNAconvention the club would subsidise the
meal by $20.
Bill then opened the floor to anyone bringing a show-and-tell item
or news to share with the meeting.
Phillip
Simms
mentioned that he had
recently had a table at the
Oshawa club show and
would be at Scarborough,
and reminded everyone of
the mentoring program for
those that might be
interested. David Quinlan
brought along a very
interesting “silver slide”
that his brother made for
him from a design he saw
on the Internet. He found
out that it is a way to detect
the silver (or gold) content
with a reasonable degree of
accuracy. The slide is made
from a number of
David Quinlan and his “silver slide”
Neodymium Rare Earth
Magnets that he laid out side-by-side to form the surface. By
configuring the device at a 45-degree angle and sliding coins or bullion
down it you can see that pure silver slows down significantly as it slides
down where as impure silver will move faster. Quite an interesting
paramagnetic effect! John Regitko brought along some “destroyed”
dies from the US Denver Mint; these were authentic coinage dies used
at the mint that had their face ground off. Paul Petch brought along a

Jared Stapleton showing one of his “Top 5” bank notes

medal entitled “Remembrance” designed by Susan Taylor, ex senior
engraver at the Royal Canadian Mint, which won the American
Medallic Sculpture Association (AMSA) Medal of the Year Award for
2017. The medal was cast in bronze at a foundry in Sherbrooke QC.
Jim Heifetz brought along a foreign coin he received in change, a 25cent coin from Bermuda. It is interesting to note that the coin is valued
at about 33 cents Canadian at the moment.
Jared Stapleton reprised a presentation he did at the EtobicokeMississauga Club on “My Top 5 Canadian Bank Notes” that he has
had in his collection . . . even for a few moments. Jared’s presentation
was supplemented with PowerPoint slides of the notes he discussed
along with a brief history of the notes and banking in Canada in
general.
A short refreshment break was called from 8:40–8:55 p.m.
We resumed the meeting with our regular auction and our
customary lucky draw. Lucky draw numbers were called at various
times while the auction took place. Lucky draw winners for the evening
were—Andrew Silver,
Franco Farronato, David Quinlan (2), John Regitko (2), Valerie L
(2), Henry Nienhuis (2), Richard Duquette, and Bill O’Brien. The club
earned $25.00 through the sale of the draw tickets! Our auction
manager, Paul Johnson, reported that receipts from the auction added
$23.10 to the club coffers, including $14 as a donation. We thank Jared
Stapleton, our auctioneer, Andrew Silver, who volunteered as runner,
and Paul Johnson, our auction manger, for their help.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting
the club through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations.
Please consider supporting your club through a donation of numismatic
material or other items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations to the
club secretary so that your support can be recognized in the minutes
and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday, November
27, in the 1st floor Banquet room of the Edithvale Community Centre.
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President’s Message ... continued from page 1
That’s right a single or multiple-case numismatic display could
also be the basis for a presentation to the club as well. Once your
display has been shown and feedback presented to you for
improvement, why not enter your competitive display in the RCNA
or ONA conventions next year.
The club has sold out of the old-style wooden display cases
that it owned and converted them into over $200.00 for the club’s
coffers. A thank you to all members who purchased one of those
cases and in case you didn’t read the paragraph above a perfect way
to start your presentation for the club next year. Also, the club has
a very limited supply of duplicate medals related to some historic
club events that will also be available for sale.
The club also still has some Canada 150 medals for sale and
a sample will be available for viewing at the club’s meeting. If you
missed your chance to purchase the club-sponsored medal last year,
this is your last chance to obtain one. The selling price is $15.00.
As mentioned briefly above, the club has its permit for the
annual coin show sponsored by the club. It will be held in the same
spot and times as previous years and is Saturday May 11, 2019. See
Paul Petch with your completed table application and money and
he would be pleased to help you. Half of the tables are already sold
so if you plan on attending pay up now before its too late.
I won’t dwell on the Christmas meeting too long except as to
say that the celebration will take place December 11th at Tucker’s
Marketplace. The costs this year are $38.00 for a meal with alcoholic
drink. For those that donated time to help with the RCNA convention
you can deduct $20.00 from that total. Just in case you can’t

remember from last year, the price mentioned includes the fantastic
full buffet, tax, gratuity and the drink option. Still quite a deal. Pay
the treasurer now for the dinner and at the same time pay your dues
for 2019 before Ben goes away on holidays until next spring.
One quick note on the statement I just made is that the club is
actively searching for a treasurer to look after the club’s finances.
We need a volunteer and you don’t need to be a chartered account
to do the job. If you think you are qualified and want to help the club
out please consider this position. If interested, please talk to me at
the next meeting so we can have a smooth transition after Ben
leaves for his vacation in December.
Well that’s a wrap on the club news this month. Circle next
Tuesday, November 27th, for the next meeting of the club at 7:30 p.m.
but come early to submit or view the auction items and view our
dealers’ wares. Also, while you have your pen and calendar out circle
December 11th for the dinner at Tucker’s Marketplace, where we
begin gathering a 6:00 p.m.
For the rest of this year the coin show schedule takes a back seat
to the other important things in our members’ lives, the holiday
season spent with family and friends. May all of you have a very
safe and enjoyable holiday season with the ones you love. The
weather may not be the best at this time of year but don’t let that
stop you from getting out and visiting with loved ones. Please come
out for these two club events, but if you are unavailable we hope to
see you next January when we kick off the 2019 year.
Until the 27th enjoy yourself and stay warm as winter seems
to have arrived a few weeks early this year.
Bill O’Brien

New One Cent For Canada
From Mehl’s Numismatic Monthly, December 1918
One hundred years ago there was discussion taking place
regarding the Canadian one-cent denomination. A periodical
published by the American coin dealer Max Mehl included the
following item, with a little of his editorializing:
From Ottawa comes the news that the Minister of
Finance is considering the design for a new copper coin. It
will be slightly larger and thicker than a ten-cent piece, so
as to be readily distinguishable to the touch. The present
Canadian cent is, we consider, larger than it need be, and
when we have made this remark to Canadian friends, they
have said the same of the United States nickel (Remember,
Canada was still using the small silver “fish scale” 5-cent at
this time Ed.). Why either of these two coins should be as
large as they are is beyond us; the size might well be reduced.
It would seem from the Ottawa dispatch that a change is
to be made in the type. The deeds of the Canadian troops in
the world war might well be commemorated. But this we must
leave to their own taste.
The decision to reduce the size of the one-cent came in March,
1919. The design currently in use, with its garland of intertwined

maple leaves, was considered inappropriate for a smaller coin. A
former mint employee, Fred Lewis, came up with four designs
based on the theme of two large maple leaves on either side of a large
“ONE”. The Finance Department selected one of these designs in
November and put in the order for punches and matrices with the
Royal Mint. It was not until April, 1920, after the supply of large
cents had been put into circulation, that the first small cents were
finally released.
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RCM COMMEMORATES THE END OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
From a Royal Canadian Mint Press Release

From left: CFB Shilo Base Commander Lt.-Col. Dave MacIntyre,
Royal Canadian Mint Interim President & CEO Jennifer Camelon and
Manitoba & Northwestern Ontario Command Royal Canadian Legion President Ronn Anderson
unveil a $2 circulation coin
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Armistice at the Mint’s production facility in Winnipeg, MB

In keeping with the tradition of issuing circulation
commemorative coins remembering the sacrifices of Canadians
who fought for our freedoms, the Royal Canadian Mint on October
15 issued a two-dollar coin marking the 100th anniversary of the
Armistice. This coin recalls the signing of the historic peace treaty
ending the First World War on November 11, 1918. Close to 61,000
Canadians were killed during the war, and another 172,000 were
wounded. Another 1,305 people from Newfoundland, which did not
join Canada until 1949, fought and died during the conflict.
It was unveiled at the Mint’s Winnipeg facility before invited
guests, as well as the men and women who produced this keepsake
of a crucial event in Canadian and world history.
“For a nation of eight million people, Canada’s efforts in the First
World War were remarkable. More than 650,000 Canadian men and
women served in uniform during the First World War, with more than
12,000 comrades from Newfoundland and Labrador also answering
the call to arms,” said the Honourable Bill Morneau, Minister of
Finance. “By issuing a circulation coin honouring the 100th
anniversary of the Armistice, the Mint is helping to preserve the
memory of all Canadian veterans, who continue to remind us that
peace and freedom are worth fighting for, even at great personal
costs.”
“The Mint is proud to share the story of bravery, sacrifice and
determination, on both the battlefield and the home front, by
Canadians, Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, which secured
Allied victory in the First World War,” said Jennifer Camelon,
Interim President and CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint. “With a new
coin commemorating the Armistice, Canadians may remember our
predecessors who risked their lives or made the ultimate sacrifice
in the First World War to defend our values and freedoms.”
Royal Canadian Legion Dominion President Tom Irvine said,
“We salute the many Canadian men and women who answer the call
to serve and this year in particular, those who served in the tragic
First World War. This significant commemorative coin will be
another way to ensure we never forget their sacrifice.”

Designed by Canadian artist Laurie McGaw, the reverse of this
coin depicts a poignant pairing of two symbols of remembrance.
Within the inner core, a soldier’s “Brodie” helmet represents the end
of the First World War and serves as a solemn reminder of the many
lives lost during this unprecedented conflict. Below the helmet
appears a large poppy, the official bloom of remembrance inspired
by the Canadian poem In Flanders Fields. Its bright scarlet colour
is re-created on selectively coloured versions of the coin. Two more
poppies are engraved on the outer ring, which includes a banner
bearing the bilingual words “REMEMBER,” “SOUVENIR” and the
year “2018.”

Laurie McGaw
The obverse features the effigy of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth,
designed by Canadian artist Susanna Blunt in 2003.
Limited to a mintage of three million coins (two million
selectively coloured and one million unpainted), the two-dollar
circulation coin commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
Armistice is now in general circulation.
The coloured version of the $2 circulation coin is available in a
special wrap roll of 25 two-dollar circulation coins, in which roughly
half are coloured. The coloured coin may also be acquired by
purchasing a collector card featuring both versions of the coin, as
well as uncirculated versions of all other 2018-dated circulating
denominations.
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HONOURING THE FALLEN, CELEBRATING PEACE
From the Royal Canadian Mint web site

Symbols of Remembrance

Canadians supported the war from home
and
fought overseas. Vimy Ridge was a
World War and the peace that followed it
significant
if costly victory in the Allied spring
had a profound impact on Canada as a nation.
offensive
of
1917. The Canadian Corps, four
In 2018, the Royal Canadian Mint
divisions
strong
and fighting together for the first
commemorates the 100th anniversary of the
time,
captured
the
nearly impregnable position.
moment the conflict ended—the Armistice—
The
Battle
of
Hill
70 was the first major battle
with collectibles and a new $2 circulation coin
fought
by
the
Canadian
Corps under a Canadian
Canadians can look for in their change.
commander—Lieutenant-General Arthur
It was the war that was supposed to end all
Currie—and it captured a key position. At
wars. Between 1914 and 1918 the First World
Passchendaele, after months of unsuccessful
War left close to ten million dead on the
fighting, the Canadians captured what was left
battlefields in Europe, with many additional
of the ridge and village—at a terrible cost of
civilians to die from starvation or direct attack,
more than 15,000 Canadian lives. During the
and millions of returning soldiers to succumb to
Hundred Days campaign, from 8 August to 11
their wounds in the years to follow. A deep
November 1918, the Canadian Corps delivered
blanket of grief pervaded Europe, North
victory after victory.
Dr. Tim Cook, C.M. Historian at the Canadian
America, and much of the world.
Canada also played an important role off the
War Museum, Ottawa
The war was a crucible that forged the spirit
battlefield as an essential supplier of food and
of Canada as a young nation. Every year, on November 11th, we take munitions. By the last year of the war, a quarter of all shells fired on
a moment to consider its impact—and the sacrifice of past generations. the Western Front were made in Canada.
“Remembrance Day was known as Armistice Day until 1931,”
explains Canadian War Museum historian Tim Cook, CM in Ottawa. Peace Celebrated, Losses Mourned
By 1918, all of Europe, Canada and even the U.S.—which had
“It carries a deep connection to the First World War that still resonates
in Canada today. We’ve retained the two minutes of silence and the entered the war in the spring of 1917—were exhausted and war-weary.
poppy still symbolizes the loss of life, as it did in John McCrae’s 1915
“The conflict left Canada with terrible debt. Germany was suffering
poem ‘In Flanders Fields.’”
from a naval blockade that was slowly starving the country. The war
With the unfolding of the 20th century, Remembrance Day became exacerbated strife in Russia, eventually resulting in the destruction of
an occasion for broader reflection on the sacrifices made in subsequent the monarchy and the rise of communism,” Cook notes. “Revolutions
wars—and over the years has become increasingly inclusive as well, broke out in several countries. Subsequent conflicts in Ireland, Africa
with bilingual and, in some cases, Indigenous-language ceremonies. and the Middle East had their roots in the First World War.”
When the Armistice finally came as a result of fighting and
Canada’s Crucial Role
exhaustion all sides were ready for it. It was time for peace. Canadians
Canada’s involvement in the First World War was crucial to the celebrated the prospect of better days ahead. There were parties and
British Empire at war, and its allies Belgium, France and Russia. dances. Later, monuments to the fallen were erected in cities, small
Canadian soldiers—among them troops from Newfoundland and towns and rural villages. Overseas, memorials were built on the
Labrador, which had not yet joined Confederation—became known battlefields, and none so powerful as Canada’s National Monument of
for their courage and expertise. The country earned a reputation for Vimy Ridge. Names of those killed while in service were recorded and
its shock troops with the capture of Vimy Ridge, the assault of Hill kept in libraries and museums; the wounded filled hospitals and
70, the battle at Passchendaele, and the final Hundred Days rehabilitation centres.
campaign. (Shock troops lead an attack, often incurring high
Spirit of Gratitude
casualties.)
In many ways, the commitment to peace that is such a deep part
“The costs to Canada were nothing short of appalling,” Cook
says. “We were a country of just under eight million. With of Canada’s national identity was born out of the war and its
Newfoundland, which was not yet part of Canada, we fielded consequences—and the honest understanding of the price that
620,000 citizen-soldiers. These were farmers, students, and members sometimes must be paid for justice and freedom.
of the working class: they were ordinary people who went to serve
Given the profound, defining impact of the Armistice on Canada
King and country. And of those, more than 66,000 are listed in the and its people, the Mint is observing the centennial of that pivotal event
Books of Remembrance that are kept in the Memorial Chamber of with a number of special coins in 2018. Among them are new coloured
the Peace Tower in Ottawa. Another 173,000 were injured. And an and uncoloured $2 circulation coins featuring the iconic poppy,
unknown number suffered in mind and spirit.”
available individually wherever Canadians use coins as well as in a sixcoin commemorative set that also includes 5-, 10-, and 25-cent and $1
coins.
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Resembling the 1916 Mark I
model worn by Canadian
combatants, the combat helmetshaped coin is the result of a careful
collaboration between Royal
Canadian Mint engravers and
engineers. The coin's unprecedented,
extreme curvature allows for a
realistic re-creation (on a much
smaller scale) of the bowl-shaped
headgear issued to Canadian troops
and all British Empire forces in
1916. The reverse provides a view of
the top of the now-iconic steel
helmet, whose battle-worn appearance is the result of engraved "cracks" and "markings" beneath the antique finish that gives it all a distressed
look. Along the brim that helped protect soldiers from airborne debris, the heartfelt assurance "LEST WE FORGET N'OUBLIONS JAMAIS"
is flanked by engraved poppies, while the double dates "1918" and "2018" mark the centennial of Armistice. The obverse features the effigy
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II by Susanna Blunt engraved deep in the recessed circular crown, while the legend and face value are engraved
on the brim. (Product: 167843 Mintage: 6,500 (2018) $199.95)
In addition, the Mint has also
released a $10 fine silver
collectible coin engraved
with the poignant image
of a lone Canadian
soldier by artist Laurie
McGaw. At the end of
the First World War, the
soldier is war weary and
contemplative; his helmet
is off, he holds his rifle
upright; he is grateful that he
is alive but his head is bowed, as
if in silent prayer for his lost mates.
(Product: 169348 Mintage: open (2018) $34.95)
This complements beautifully the Mint’s $100 fine silver Angel
of Victory coin—a thought-provoking tribute featuring an image by
Pandora Young of a fallen Canadian combatant held by an ascending
angel. This 10-ounce tribute piece
honours their memory through
a seldom-seen view of Coeur
de Lion MacCarthy’s
bronze Angel of Victory
statue, three of which
were erected in
Montreal, Winnipeg
and Vancouver shortly
after the war. Here, the
statue is a powerful
reminder of the human cost
of the war, embodied by the
combatant held by an ascending
angel, who also holds a laurel wreath
in her left hand. The two figures overlap the frame, which was
inspired by Canada's one-cent circulation coin at the time of the First
World War. (Product: 164325 Mintage: 750 (2018) $999.95)

The Mint is also issuing a special-edition proof dollar designed
by Jamie Desrochers, with a large "11" on a grand staircase
resembling the Canadian National Vimy Memorial in France. In the
early morning hours of November 11, German and Allied
representatives met in a railcar near Compiègne, France, to sign the
armistice. The agreement came into effect six hours later, at 11 a.m.
Paris time. The numeral 11 appears three times to mark the 11th hour
of the 11th day of the 11th month, the exact moment the Armistice
went into effect. The Armistice actually represented a ceasefire,
not the formal end of the First World War that came with the signing
of the Treaty of Versailles on June 28, 1919.
Harkening back to the coins of the era, this coin's design
channels a nation's spirit in 1918. Backed by rays of hope that fill
the field, the selectively gold-plated "11" resembles Corinthianstyled columns rising up from atop the grand staircase. Peace laurels
symbolize the Armistice and the ensuing peace, while the goldplated maple leaf proudly pays homage to the Canadian and
Newfoundlander combatants of the First World War.
“Armistice Day” was first observed in 1919. In fact, from 1919
to 1930, Armistice Day and Thanksgiving were celebrated on the
same day in Canada. In 1931, a bill
was
passed
to
move
Thanksgiving to October and
give Armistice Day (renamed Remembrance
Day to honour the
combatants) a fixed date
of November 11.
(Product:
166534
Mintage: 15,000 (2018)
$69.95)
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A $200 pure gold coin “Armistice Poppy,” designed by
Kerri Weller, is another powerfully symbolic work of art
adorned by a central poppy coloured in translucent
red enamel. The sight of poppies growing in the
battle-scarred fields of Flanders inspired a
Canadian to pen a future anthem of
remembrance, which forever immortalized the
blood-red flower as a memorial emblem for
war, peace, service, and most of all, sacrifice.
Canada's Flower of Remembrance blooms
symbolically each November, on the
anniversary of Armistice, when Canadians wear
the poppy with solemn pride. But the flower will
forever be in bloom on this supremely crafted
showpiece, whose swirling arrangement reminds us of
the maelstrom that was the First World War and the countless
sacrifices that paved the way for peace.
This 99.99% gold coin combines two of the most powerful,
evocative symbols of sacrifice and remembrance. A slightly stylized
Papaver rhoeas blooms at the centre of the selectively coloured
design, where a subtle translucence allows the coin's gold surface

to radiate light from within the crimson-tinted petals. Engraved
around this central poppy are four additional poppy
blooms and a bud; together, the six poppies represent
the six continents that were involved in the First
World War (1914-1918). Three leaves complete
the swirling floral arrangement, whose motion
alludes to the maelstrom of war, while a
multitude of grave markers help convey the
magnitude of the loss of life during the fouryear conflict.
On July 5, 1921, the Great War Veteran's
Association in Canada formally adopted the
poppy as the national Flower of Remembrance.
This organization merged with other veteran groups
to form the Canadian Legion in 1925. Today, the Royal
Canadian Legion's annual poppy campaign continues to raise funds
for all of Canada's veterans and their families. Worn during the
Remembrance period (last Friday in October to November 11), a
poppy should be placed on the left side and over the heart.
(Product: 167294 Mintage: 350 (2018) $2,899.95)

The final coin with an Armistice theme is also the last coin in
an RCM series commemorating geographically significant
sites of the war. This $20 1 oz. pure silver selectively
gold-plated coin remembers Compiègne, France,
the site where the Armistice was signed.With its
signing the battlefields finally fell silent after
four calamitous years that forever changed the
world.
The armistice marked the beginning of the
end of the First World War, as diplomatic
wrangling replaced armed conflict in the quest
for a much-desired peace that, sadly, would
prove to be imperfect and short-lived. Far beyond
re-defined borders, the story of Canada in the First
World War is one of mud-soaked valour and misery in
the trenches; of the introduction of new combat tactics and
the modern machinery of war; and of individual contributions and
collective sacrifices that led to the costly allied victory. When our
combatants came home in 1919, they found a Canada that had been
transformed by the war experience, emerging as fledgling nation
whose international reputation was forged in battle at places such
as Neuve-Chapelle, Ypres, the Somme, Passchendaele and Vimy,
and during Canada's Hundred Days, the final push for victory.
The Canadians who have fought so gallantly for our liberties and
those of the world, and who have given to our country a great place
among the world's nations, will return to Canada with a wider
vision and with a higher appreciation of the opportunities that lie
before them. Sir Robert Borden
The coin’s image is a gold-plated reproduction of the winged
figure of Victory by sculptor William McMillan (1887-1977), whose
design graced the obverse of the Victory Medal issued within the
British Empire in 1919. The full-length view of this classic-styled

allegory finds Victory standing with her left arm raised, her right
hand holding a palm branch; behind her, engraved rays that
represent hope for a peaceful future fill the field and
heighten the luminous nature of the sculpted design.
The reverse includes the words "CANADA"
engraved above the figure, along with the double
dates "1918 - 2018" that mark the centennial,
and the bilingual "title" of this final chapter in
the story of Canada on the battlefields of the
First World War.
(Product: 147832 Mintage: 10,000 (2018)
$114.95)

Lasting Legacies
Cook says the influence of the First World War is still felt in the
lives of Canadians today, even if we may not be aware of it. The
country’s contributions earned it international recognition as a
sovereign nation, and Canada signed the 1919 Treaty of Versailles
independently of Britain—the pact that formalized the war’s end.
“Canadian women had gained the right to vote, the war’s
temporary income tax measures became permanent, our
manufacturing capacity grew, and Canada’s existing medical system
was built on the foundations of the medical services offered to the
war-wounded and veterans,” Cook says.
While the First World War did not end up being “the war to end
all wars,” its legacy has allowed generations of Canadians to know—
and value— service, sacrifice, and peace.
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SASKATCHEWAN FAMILIES
HELPED KEEP CURRIE VICTORIA CROSS IN CANADA
by Alex MacPherson, Saskatoon StarPhoenix, November 7, 2018
The Sutherland, Saskatchewan-born soldier won the coveted decoration for gallantry under fire
in France more than 70 years ago, but the medal was about to make its way out of Canada.

Lt.-Col David Vivian Currie in the turret of a tank like the one he
commanded while winning the Victoria Cross in France during the
Second World War. SASwp

Bob Stromberg wasn’t happy when he heard that a Victoria Cross
awarded to an officer from Sutherland, Sask. more than 70 years ago
had been purchased by a foreign collector and could leave Canada
forever.
After discovering that Canadian law provided a six-month period
to match bids on objects of “outstanding cultural importance,” the
former lawyer and North Saskatchewan Regiment honorary colonel
decided to act.
“He was a real hero … it was just important,” said Stromberg, who
contributed to the effort to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars to
buy David Vivian Currie’s Victoria Cross, awarded for his action
under fire in 1944.
“We all owe to give something back to support our home, our
community,” added former Nutrien Ltd. executive Wayne Brownlee,
who was among the four local families that contributed funds to the
successful Canadian bid.

Lt.-Col. David Currie’s Victoria Cross, far left, along with the other
medals he received during the Second World War. David Kawai / THE
CANADIAN PRESS

“Bringing the Currie Victoria Cross back to Canada, is bringing
it back home for our country, for Saskatchewan. It honours our past
and our heroes and it honours our history. It is part of who we are,”
Brownlee said.
The story of Currie’s Victoria Cross and his other medals , how
they were sold by his widow, and subsequently purchased by the
unidentified foreign collector for $660,000 has been widely reported.
Hidden in that story, however, is the fact that
Stromberg, Brownlee and two other local families — Sandra and
Dallas Howe and Heather Ryan and L. David Dubé — put up what
the lawyer said was “more than half” of the Canadian bid.
Stromberg said he was inspired to help fund the bid because the
Saskatchewan-born soldier’s medal is an “important Canadian
cultural artefact” that should have stayed in Canada, and not been
shipped off to a collection in another country.
Jeff Noakes, a Second World War historian at the Canadian War
Museum in Ottawa, said the collective effort to keep Currie’s
decorations in Canada underscores just how important he and the
Battle of Normandy are.
“These are all people, and these are their stories — and these
awards help tell those stories, and through them the experiences of
Canadians and of Canada, and its military history,” Noakes said.
Introduced by Queen Victoria at the end of the Crimean War, the
Victoria Cross — which was, but is no longer, available to
Commonwealth soldiers — is Britain’s highest award for valour in
combat.
The simple bronze
cross suspended from
a crimson ribbon has
been awarded 1,358
times to 1,355 men. No
woman has won the
award. Ninety-six of
them
went
to
Canadians, or people
closely affiliated with
Canada.
Currie was one of
16 Canadians to win
the award during the
Second World War, and
the only one to win it
during the Battle of
Normandy, which
Lt.-Col. David Currie wearing his Victoria
followed the Allied Cross ribbon. Currie was born in Sutherland,
Sask., which is now a neighbourhood in
invasion of France in
Saskatoon. SASwp
the summer of 1944.
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His Victoria Cross was awarded for actions performed under fire
beginning on Aug. 18, 1944 near the French village of St. Lambert
sur Dives, as he commanded a small force of Canadian tanks, selfpropelled anti-tank guns and infantry.
Currie, who was 32 at the time, had been ordered to cut off what
Noakes described as the last road out of the Falaise pocket, which
had been created as British, American and Canadian forces encircled
retreating German army units.
Over the next 72 hours, Currie personally rescued the crews of
two disabled tanks, led a successful attack on the village itself and
repelled multiple counterattacks before finally capturing the village
and closing the Germans’ escape route.
At the end of the action, Currie’s force had killed 300 Germans,
wounded another 500, taken 2,100 prisoners and destroyed seven
enemy tanks, a dozen 88-millimetre high-velocity anti-tank guns and
around 40 other vehicles, according to his Victoria Cross citation.
“When his force was finally relieved and he was satisfied that
the turnover was complete he fell asleep on his feet and collapsed,”
the citation states.
“Throughout three days and nights of fierce fighting, Major
Currie’s gallant conduct and contempt for danger set a magnificent
example to all ranks of the force under his command.”
Noakes said the medal set not only reflects Currie’s personal
heroism, but also symbolizes the end of a battle in which a significant
number of Canadians fought and died.
After the war, Currie spent more than 10 years working in the
pulp and paper industry. In 1959, he was appointed sergeant-at-arms
of the House of Commons by then-Prime Minister John Diefenbaker.
Currie died in Ottawa on June 24, 1986.
He almost never spoke about his experiences in combat.

“He never talked about it … He said that he went, he did his job
and he came home. We knew it was something special, but to us, he
was just our grandfather,” Brenda Currie, Currie’s granddaughter,
told the Ottawa Citizen in May.
Stromberg said that while only three of the people he approached
to fund the Canadian War Museum’s bid — which also included
government support — agreed to help, he has no regrets — and can’t
wait to see the medal for himself.
“We did feel pretty darn good about it.”
The medal was on public display until May. The Canadian War
Museum is looking at ways to put it on permanent display.

Veterans Affairs Minister Seamus O’Regan and Lt.-Col. David
Currie’s granddaughter Sandy Currie observe his Victoria Cross
medal set in Ottawa. David Kawai / THE CANADIAN PRESS

The World War I Memorial Plaque
Compiled by Paul R. Petch
In October, 1916, the British Government established the idea of a
Memorial Plaque to be issued after the First World War to the next-ofkin of all British and Empire service personnel who were killed as a
result of the war. There was a design competition, which was won by
Edward Carter Preston and for which he received £250.
The plaques (which could be described as large plaquettes)
about 4.75 inches (120 mm) in diameter, were cast in bronze, and
came to be known as the “Dead Man's Penny” or “Death Penny”,
because of the similarity in appearance to the much smaller penny
coin which itself had a diameter of only 1.215 inches (30.9 mm).
1,355,000 plaques were issued, which used a total of 450 tons of
bronze, and continued to be issued into the 1930s to commemorate
people who died as a consequence of the war.
The name of the casualty appears in raised font within the
rectangular tablet and was achieved by impressing the name on to a thin
strip of steel which was inserted within the rectangle. This was held in
place by an electromagnet on the model which was then pressed into a mould
of casting sand. Each piece was individually cast.
While most of the pieces have been retained by the families, they continue to
be a popular collectors item.
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COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER 2018 / 2019
Dec. 2, Brampton, Rotary Club of Brampton Coin and Trading
Card Show, Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden Rd.
E. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $3, under 14 free and
free parking. Buy, sell, trade and appraise at more than 40
tables of dealers, including a children’s table. Funds raised for
children’s charities For more information contact Willard Burton,
email willardb@bwcoins.com, telephone 905-450-2870.
Jan. 26 – 27, 2019, Hamilton, Annual Canadian Association of
Numismatic Dealers (CAND) Convention & Coin Show,
Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, 116 King St. W. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
on Saturday, Jan. 26 and 10 a.m.-3 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 27.
Admission Saturday $4 adults, $2 seniors, young collectors
under the age of 12 free; Sunday is free. The annual show and
convention of the Canadian Association of Numismatic Dealers
(CAND) returns to the Sheraton in Hamilton this January. This
popular show, which kicks off the Canadian coin show season
each year, features dealers from across Canada. Jeffrey Hoare
Auctions will also host its Numismatic and Military Sale No. 128
in conjunction with the show. For more information contact
Tom Kennedy, email cand@cogeco.ca, telephone 519-271-8825.
Website: http://www.cand.org
Feb. 3, 2019, Paris, Paris Coin Show, Paris Fairgrounds, 139
Silver St. Show hours 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. $4 Admission and includes
draw ticket for a Gold Coin. Canada’s best one day Coin and
Collectables show. Over 50 tables of coins, paper money, tokens,
military & more. Buy, Sell & Appraise at the show with
professional Coin & Banknote Dealers. Hot & cold food and
drinks are available at the show. For more information contact
Jared Stapleton, email pariscoinshow@gmail.com, telephone
647-403-7334. Website: http://www.pariscoinshow.com
Feb. 17, 2019, Oshawa, Coin-a-Rama, Jubilee Pavilion, 55
Lakeview Park Ave. One day only. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. NEW
VENUE !! Free dealer and membership draws, New hourly
public draws, free admission, featuring paper, coins, tokens,
medals, books & supplies and many other items. So come out and
look for that special item for your collection or for a gift. I am
sure you’ll find what you need. Lots to do and see and even a park
for the kids. For more information contact Sharon MacLean,
email papman@bell.net, telephone 905-728-1352. Website:
http://www.oshawacoinclub.ca
Feb. 23 – 24, 2019, Toronto, TOREX – Canada’s National Coin
Show & Auctions, Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W.
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission
$7. Under 16 Free! Numismatic excellence since 1962, featuring
Canada’s finest dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins,
paper money, coin and paper money supplies and reference
books. Official auctioneer is The Canadian Numismatic
Company. Auction viewing begins on Friday. For more
information contact Brian R. Smith, email brian@torex.net,
telephone 416-705-5348. Website: http://www.torex.net

Mar. 3, 2019, Mississauga, Mississauga Coin & Stamp Show,
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd. Hours:
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Over 30 dealers & 60 dealer tables. Canadian
and world coins, banknotes, stamps and supplies. Buy, sell,
trade, appraise. Sponsored by the Troyak Club. For more
information contact Les Plonka, email leszekp@rogers.com,
telephone 416-505-7999. Website: http://www.troyakclub.com
Mar. 9, 2019, Cambridge, 28th Annual Cambridge Coin Show,
Cambridge Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd. Hours: Sat.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free Admission and fun for the whole family!
Cash donations to support the Cambridge Self Help Food Bank
gladly accepted. Buy, sell, trade and evaluate at over 50 qualified
dealer tables with coins, paper money, tokens, medals, trade
dollars, official Mint products, hobby supplies, reference books
and much more. Fully accessible with lots of free parking and a
convenient lunch counter. A portion of the show proceeds will be
donated to charity. For more information contact Brent Mackie,
email coinshow@waterloocoinsociety.com . Website:
http://www.waterloocoinsociety.com
Mar. 23 – 24, 2019, Mississauga, National Postage Stamp and
Coin Show, Hilton Mississauga/Meadowvale hotel, 6750
Mississauga Rd. Show hours 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.
– 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission $3 on Saturday and FREE on
Sunday. Parking is Free. Featuring about 50 professional coin and
stamp dealers from across Canada. Highlights include the 76th
Annual North Toronto Stamp Club Exhibition; two-day live
auction by Colonial Acres; seminars featuring Yvon Marquis on
how to dispose of your collection; Steven Bell on Banknote
Certification; and, Jeff Fournier will be returning with a
workshop. As well as the Young Collectors Table, the popular
Free Kids’ Auction will be held on Sunday. For show updates,
visit website. For more information contact Mike Walsh, email
info@trajan.ca , telephone 1-800-408-0352. Website:
http://www.stampandcoinshow.com
May 11, 2019, Toronto, North York Coin Club Annual Coin
Show, Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Avenue W. Free
admission, free parking, in a handicap accessible facility. Our
dealers offer all sorts of collectibles and feature coins, paper
money, tokens, Canadian Tire scrip, etc.; buy, sell, trade or
evaluate. Light refreshments on site. Please join us for our
annual community event! For more information contact Paul
Petch, email coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.com, telephone 416303-4417. Website: http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com/

Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

North York Coin Club
Etobicoke-Mississauga
Coin and Collectibles Club
Toronto Coin Club
TUESDAY D ECEMBER 11th — at Tucker’s Marketplace, 15 Carlson Court, Etobicoke
We start gathering at 6:00 p.m. for buffet dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets now on sale — $38 per person. The bigger our group, the better our room!
* * * Come for an evening of good food, fun, gift exchange, 50-50 and draw prizes * * *
Once again the Toronto Coin Club is joining the Etobicoke-Mississauga Coin and Collectibles Club and the
North York Coin Club in co-hosting a club Christmas dinner at Tucker’s Marketplace, located in the area of Dixon
Road and HWY 27 in north Etobicoke. The price is $38 per person for the Tucker buffet including Salads, Soups &
Chili, BBQ Grill, Carvery Table, Main Course Table, Stir Fries, Pastas, Seafood, Bread Bakery, Dessert Bar, Ice
Cream Stand, Fruitstand, also one draft beer or house wine. Extra beverages are your own responsibility. The $38
price includes taxes and gratuity.
Following the dinner, festivities will continue with the usual draw prizes, optional gift exchange ($10 gift items
marked as “male” or “female”, please) and 50-50 draw familiar at both of the clubs.

Guests and Members of Other Area Coin Clubs are Welcome to Join Us!
To register, please notify Ben Boelens by e-mail at boelens40@gmail.com or telephone 905-890-9484

Map to Tucker’s Marketplace
15 Carlson Court,
Etobicoke ON M9W 6A2
From Dixon Road turn north on
Attwell Drive and then right on
Carlson Court
The entrance to the parking lot
is a right hand turn.
For TTC you can use the
52ABD bus
from the Lawrence West station.
www.northyorkcoinclub.ca

www.gta-collects.ca

www.torontocoinclub.ca

