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THE BULLETIN FOR APRIL 2018
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Good day fellow members and all the
numismatists that receive the North York Coin
Club’s monthly bulletin. So, little has changed
with the weather during the last month in
Toronto. I almost used my first sentence from
last month’s bulletin because it is still relevant.
As the day has progressed it has become
evident that I must now rewrite my original
message and declare that WINTER is back.
It’s time to bring out the catalogues and
numismatic books and become comfortable
and warm this weekend and pursue the hobby.

The good news is that our good friend
Ron Cheek will be in town again and be the
speaker for the April meeting. Ron is kind
enough to visit us every year, and this year he
has another new presentation about coins of
Nicaragua through its history. We thank Ron
for his continued interest in numismatic
research and writing and his kindness in
sharing it with us. Now unfortunately I have
some bad news to also report.

The club’s treasurer is sad to report that
some ten members have not paid their dues
yet for 2018. The members continue to attend
meetings and enjoy interesting speakers but
don’t pay their fair share. I won’t hound
anybody for ten bucks but if you haven’t paid
your dues by the end of April your name
comes out of the on-time attendance draw
box. Better odds for the rest of us but I would
suggest paying anyway. If you are in doubt
about whether you have paid your dues see me
and we can quietly discuss.

As everyone in the club is aware the
R.C.N.A. is holding their annual convention
in the Toronto area this year and we are the

host club. Circle the week of August 7th to 11th

on your calendar to come out and experience
what makes a R.C.N.A. convention special.
To summarize, the event is five days long
with exciting tours, a two-day educational
symposium, two extensive auction sessions
plus the Canada Money Collector Show,
which is the largest three-day bourse in the
country. Better yet come out to the next
convention planning meeting May 8th held in
conjunction with the NYCC executive
meeting. Pease join us for an evening out plus
the chance to help us plan this convention
and your club activities.

It’s not too early to start planning to attend
the club’s main event for the year, which is our
annual coin show. That event will be held
next month on May 12th in the Banquet Room,
the same room in which most of our club
meetings at Edithvale are held. Please come
out and support our dealer members in this
endeavour because this event is very
important to the club’s finances. See Paul
Petch to put your name on the list to reserve
your table for 2019 so you won’t be
disappointed in getting a table next year.

The club’s other significant revenue
source for the year is our annual auction night,
which was held last month. We had over 120
lots for sale with spirited bidding on some lots
and others where the reserve discouraged any
bidding at all. It was an enjoyable night for all,
but auction commissions and the number of
lots sold were down from the previous years.
The club’s executive will be looking at the
lower sales more closely to see if we can find

Continued page 3...

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 24

We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the Edithvale

Community Centre 
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start

scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
For the April meeting we look forward

to the return of Ron Cheek, one of our
favourite guest speakers.

Ron’s subject
will be Nicaragua
and how its
turbulent history
is reflected in its
coins. He will
explain how his
visits for a 1980s
aid project began
a decades-long
interest in this small Central American
nation. Nicaragua was first a state within
the short-lived Central American Republic
but since 1836 it has been a separate entity
its share of problems. Hyperinflation in the
late 1980s and early 1990s brought
political chaos. Its people have endured
great oppression and suffering. Although
it remains one of the poorest nations in the
Americas, this small nation is finally at
peace with itself.

Also remember to bring along your
recent finds or special treasures to share
with us during the show and tell!

Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really fine
auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply of
draw prize material.



The 642nd meeting of the North York Coin Club
was held on Tuesday, March 23, 2018 in the 1st floor
Banquet Room at the Edithvale Community Centre.
It was hammered to order at 7:30 p.m. with our
President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 28 members
and 2 guests in attendance.

The first order of business was the on-time
attendance draw. Member Bob Velensky was present
when his name was drawn to receive the draw prize
of $15.00. The draw will reset to $5.00 for the April
24th meeting.

Bill asked the members present if they had noticed
any errors or omissions in the minutes of the February
meeting as published in the March newsletter. With no
changes noted, Philip Tran made a motion to accept
the minutes, which was seconded by Dr. Marvin Kay.
Motion carried.

With the absence of our treasurer Ben Boelens, a
financial report was not given.

Carrying on briefly with the business portion of the
meeting Bill then discussed a couple of items that
remained on the agenda. He reminded everyone that
this evening was our annual auction night and that Paul
Petch had done an excellent job in assembling and
photographing the consignments tonight. We also
discussed the recent past shows members had
attended, and then those in the immediate future to
bring them to the attention of the membership.

We then moved directly to our auction night
agenda. Our auction this year consisted of 124 lots
consigned by a total of 14 members, with a wide
variety of collectible of items. The auction was divided
into two portions with two auctioneers to help share
the workload. Dick Dunn acted as the auctioneer for
the first session while Jared Stapleton acted as
auctioneer for the second session.

A short refreshment break was called from
8:26–8:36 p.m. at the end of the first section.

Lucky draw numbers were called at various times
while the auction took place. Lucky draw winners for
the evening were—Linda Simms, Carl Anderson,
John Regitko, Paul Johnson, Franco Farronato, Henry
Nienhuis, and Richard Duquette. The club earned
$19.00 through the sale of the draw tickets! Our
auction managers for the evening, Paul Petch and
Paul Johnson, reported that receipts from the auction
added $121.10 to the club coffers. We thank Mark
Argentino who volunteered as runner for both
sessions, Jared for being a runner in the first session,
Dick for being a runner in the second session and Paul
Petch and Paul Johnson our auction managers for
their help with the auction.

There being no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 9:27 p.m.
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NEWS OF THE MARCH 2018 MEETING

Lot Reserve Sold
1 $15.00 $15.00 
2 $8.00 not sold
3 $5.00 $5.00 
4 $8.00 $8.00 
5 $8.00 $13.00 
6 $8.00 not sold
7 $8.00 not sold
8 $8.00 not sold
9 $5.00 $6.00 
10 $3.00 $3.00 
11 $25.00 not sold
12 $30.00 not sold
13 $4.00 $5.00 
14 $1.00 $2.00 
15 $2.75 $6.00 
16 $2.00 $2.00 
17 $3.00 not sold
18 $24.00 not sold
19 $20.00 $25.00 
20 $2.00 $2.00 
21 $10.00 $14.00 
22 $6.00 $6.00 
23 $1.00 $1.00 
24 $55.00 not sold
25 $1.00 $5.00 
26 $1.00 $4.00 
27 $3.00 not sold
28 $4.00 not sold
29 $6.00 $6.00 
30 $25.00 $36.00 
31 $15.00 not sold
32 $28.00 not sold
33 $20.00 not sold
34 $17.00 not sold
35 $18.00 $25.00 
36 $9.00 $9.00 
37 $9.00 not sold
38 $12.00 not sold
39 $12.00 not sold
40 $26.00 not sold
41 $1.00 $6.00 

Lot Reserve Sold
42 $1.00 $1.00 
43 $20.00 not sold
44 $25.00 not sold
45 $5.00 $5.00 
46 $25.00 not sold
47 $10.00 $18.00 
48 $5.00 $5.00 
49 $5.00 $10.00 
50 $5.00 $11.00 
51 $15.00 $17.00 
52 $30.00 $30.00 
53 $25.00 $27.00 
54 $25.00 not sold
55 $25.00 $25.00 
56 $22.00 not sold
57 $5.00 $8.00 
58 $19.00 not sold
59 $13.00 not sold
60 $21.00 not sold
61 $6.00 not sold
62 $2.00 $31.00 
63 $5.00 $9.00 
64 $2.00 $6.00 
65 $5.00 $6.00 
66 $5.00 $7.00 
67 $5.00 $8.00 
68 $5.00 $7.00 
69 $255.00 not sold
70 $55.00 not sold
71 $8.00 not sold
72 $11.00 $11.00 
73 $11.00 $11.00 
74 $4.00 $4.00 
75 $900.00 not sold
76 $100.00 not sold
77 $50.00 not sold
78 $30.00 not sold
79 $30.00 not sold
80 $25.00 not sold
81 $30.00 not sold
82 $5.00 $5.00 

Lot Reserve Sold
83 $10.00 $15.00 
84 $15.00 not sold
85 $40.00 not sold
86 $40.00 not sold
87 $40.00 not sold
88 $30.00 not sold
89 $30.00 not sold
90 $35.00 not sold
91 $25.00 not sold
92 $30.00 not sold
93 $20.00 not sold
94 $40.00 $45.00 
95 $27.00 not sold
96 $22.00 not sold
97 $17.00 not sold
98 $35.00 not sold
99 $15.00 not sold
100 $15.00 not sold
101 $22.00 not sold
102 $4.00 not sold
103 $36.00 not sold
104 $180.00 not sold
105 $6.00 $6.00 
106 $5.00 $5.00 
107 $5.00 not sold
108 $7.00 not sold
109 $6.00 $8.00 
110 $6.50 not sold
111 $16.00 not sold
112 $35.00 not sold
113 $65.00 not sold
114 $35.00 not sold
115 $110.00 not sold
116 $90.00 not sold
117 $70.00 not sold
118 $90.00 not sold
119 $80.00 not sold
120 $80.00 not sold
121 $80.00 not sold
122 $50.00 not sold
123 $50.00 not sold
124 $50.00 not sold

MARCH AUCTION – PRICES REALIZED

The club executive would like to thank members for supporting the club through
the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations. We would like to thank many
people for their kind donations and support including a special thank you to Norm
Belsten who donated the proceeds of the items he consigned to the auction amounting
to $74.00 of the total receipts. Please consider supporting your club through a donation
of numismatic material or other items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations to the
club secretary so that your support can be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)

Our next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 24, in the 1st floor
Banquet room of the Edithvale Community Centre.



the reasons behind it. Aspecial thank you goes to Norm
Belsten for a generous donation of material to the auction
that raised significant money for the club. Without that
gesture the night’s proceeds to the club would have been
significantly lower. Thanks again Norm.

The club still has some Canada 150 medals for sale
and a sample will be available for viewing at the April
meeting. If you missed your chance to purchase the club
sponsored item last year, this is your last chance to
obtain one. The selling price is $15.00.

Other than the O.N.A. the show schedule is a bit light
this month in the GTA with our own coin show on May
12th highlighting the schedule. Club member Jared
Stapleton is also holding a coin show in May and his is
slightly larger and over two days. The Toronto Coin
Expo is being held May 4-5 in the Toronto Reference
Library downtown. Please e-mail Jared or Geoff Bell
Auctions for more information.

Now that is all I have to say until our meeting on the
24th. If you’re in the Toronto area, this ice storm is one
for the weather record books and the end is nowhere in
sight. Anyway, happy collecting and I will see you soon.

Bill O’Brien

President’s Message ... continued from page 1
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Above and left: There was lots of activity around 
the meeting’s auction table where all the lots were displayed
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Living in a world of cheap, machine-made textiles, it is easy for
us to forget that every bit of thread–every scrap of cloth–in the
ancient world was spun and sewn by hand. Clothing therefore was
scarce and costly for most Greeks and Romans. What we wear
today is typically sewn and buttoned or zipped. Most ancient
garments, in contrast, were simply draped, wrapped, and pinned.
Wool and linen were the main fabrics; cotton was an exotic import
from India and silk was an expensive luxury brought all the way
from China2.

Clothes carried a range of social and cultural meanings that are
expressed by the garments we see on ancient coins. Coin auction
catalogues and reference books describe these garments with a
Greek and Latin vocabulary that can be baffling for beginners. Only
a handful of actual garments survive from classical antiquity (mostly
from Roman Egypt), so to understand ancient dress we rely on
evidence from art history and literature. Coins cannot tell us the
colors or patterns of ancient textiles; for that we rely on wall
paintings, mosaics and ceramics.

But the best ancient coin engravers did have a good eye for
drapery.

Chiton
The chiton (or kiton) was a loose,

usually sleeveless ankle-length
garment stitched from two
rectangles of linen (front
and back). It was belted at
the waist (for men) or
below the breasts (for
women). A silver stater of
Aspendus (c. 420–370
BCE) in Anatolia shows a
slinger wearing an
elegantly pleated short
chiton that has the look of
sheer Egyptian linen3. On the
reverse of a silver 12 litrae piece of
Syracuse (c. 212–214 BCE), Artemis, the Greek goddess of hunting,
draws her bow wearing a long chiton and high tasseled boots4.

Peplos
The peplos (or peplum) was a typically female garment, often
worn over a chiton.
It was a long, tubular cloth with the
top edge folded down about
halfway, so that what was the
top of the tube was now
draped below the waist, and
the bottom of the tube was
at the ankle. The garment
was then gathered about the
waist and the folded top edge
pinned over the shoulders5.

Afamous bronze statue called the Peplophoros (“peplos-wearer”)
shows a young woman fastening her peplos6. ARoman copy of a Greek
original, it was found in the Villa dei Papiri at Herculaneum. The peplos
was the costume of the goddess Athena. Aperiodic festival at Athens
involved a procession bearing a richly embroidered new peplos, woven
by elite women of the city, to adorn the statue of the goddess (Haland,
156).

A unique silver tetradrachm of Andragoras, who led a rebellion
against the Seleucid empire (c. 246—230 BCE) shows Athena’s peplos
worn over a long chiton7. Himera, a Greek city on the north coast of
Sicily, destroyed by the Carthaginians in 409 BCE, depicted its
namesake, the nymph Himera, wearing an unusual V-neck peplos on
its silver tetradrachm8.

Chlamys
The chlamys was a short seamless

cloak with a rounded outer edge
thrown over the back and pinned at
the right shoulder with a fibula
(brooch or “safety pin”)9. In warm
weather, it might simply be draped
over the arms, as seen with the
striding naked figure of the god
Poseidon on staters of Poseidonia (c.
445–420 BCE)10. In warm weather, men
might wear the chlamys loosely as the only garment. It could also be
wrapped around the forearm to use as an improvised shield in combat.

DOES THIS TOGA MAKE ME LOOK FAT?
CLOTHING ON ANCIENT COINS

bbyy  MMiikkee  MMaarrkkoowwiittzz,,  CCooiinnWWeeeekk,,  JJaannuuaarryy  1166,,  22001188

And if any man will sue thee at law and take away thy coat
[Greek: chiton; Latin: tunica], let him have thy cloak

[Greek: himation; Latin: pallium] also.
——MMaatttthheeww, 5:401



Himation
The himation (translated in the

King James Version of The Bible
as “cloak”) was the standard
ancient Greek outer garment
for both sexes. On another
tetradrachm of Himera, the
nymph’s himation, draped
over her right shoulder, hangs
in decorative zig-zag folds11.
On a silver tetradrachm of
Mausolus (ruled 377–353 BCE,
the Carian ruler whose
magnificent tomb gives us the word
“mausoleum”), the god Zeus wears a himation over a long pleated
chiton12. Acorner of the himation is weighted with a prominent metal
ring, to make it hang straight.

Toga
As the iconic garment of Roman citizens, the toga was frequently

depicted in sculpture, painting and on coins. Modern party-goers will
be disappointed to learn that a bed-sheet is a very poor
approximation. The length of a toga was about three times the
height of the wearer,
and the width was
about double the
wearer’s height. One
edge formed a long
s e m i - c i r c u l a r
curve, and small
weights might be
sewn into the
hem to make the
garment hang
straight.

Even when it
was woven from the
finest lamb’s wool, a
toga was heavy,
bulky and remarkably
unsuitable for Italy’s warm climate. Folded, draped and wrapped in
a complicated fashion that changed over time, the toga stayed on
without any buttons or fasteners. By the imperial era, putting it on
properly usually required the assistance of a trained slave. One
deep fold, called the sinus, provided a convenient pocket for carrying
a scroll, or concealing a dagger.

On a denarius of Marcus Aurelius, the figure of Honos (the
personification of honor) wears a simple toga, while holding out a
branch and cradling a cornucopia13. When performing a sacrifice or
religious ritual, a fold of the toga was drawn over the head (“capite
velato”) as seen on the reverse of a sestertius of Septimius Severus,
where the emperor and his sons stand over an altar14. An elaborately
embroidered toga was worn for the ceremonial proclamation of the
emperor as consul for the year, as seen on the reverse of an aureus
of Constantine I issued at Antioch c. 310–31115.

Stola
The stola was the primary garment of elite Roman women (by

the imperial era, the only women required to wear the toga were
prostitutes, a law that has baffled generations of classicists). The
Statue of Liberty wears a long stola beneath a cloak (palla) pinned
at the left shoulder (leaving her right arm free to raise the torch). The
reverse of a superb sestertius of Claudius depicts Spes, the
personification of hope, wearing a long, sheer, elaborately pleated
stola that reveals the contours of her figure beneath the fabric. Spes
always holds a flower, while lifting the hem of her garment so it will
not drag in the dirt16.

Tunica
The knee-length Roman tunica was essentially the same garment

as the Greek chiton17. Sleeveless, or short-sleeved, it might be worn
under the toga, and by itself was the typical working costume of
soldiers and laborers. The reverse of a bronze as of Claudius (c.
42–43 CE) shows Constantia (the personification of constancy)
wearing a long cloak over a short, form-fitting tunica18. On a gold
aureus of Galba (68–69 CE), Roma Victrix, the female
personification of victorious Rome, wears a tunica while placing a
booted foot on a globe, symbolizing world conquest19.
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Paludamentum
The paludamentum or sagum was a heavy military cloak of oily raw

wool, so that it was nearly waterproof. It was also typically dyed red.
From the fourth century onward, Roman emperors were usually
depicted on coins in full military attire, even those who never took the
field or left the relative safety of the palace.

A fine example is the silver miliarense of the very unwarlike
Theodosius II struck at Constantinople (c. 408–420). The emperor
stands holding the orb that symbolized his rule of the world. He wears
a “muscle cuirass”20, a style of metal armor (or hardened leather) molded
in the shape of a muscular torso, secured by a knotted cord. Around his
waist, a skirt of pteruges (overlapping “feathers” of leather reinforced
with metal studs) protects the thighs21. The knee-length paludamentum,
fastened at the neck, is casually thrown off the left shoulder (something
the engraver had trouble representing on this example.) Busts of the
emperor on coins, or in sculpture, are commonly described as “draped
and cuirassed,” meaning the cloak is worn over armor.

Notes
1. The Greek text of the Gospel of Matthew was written c. 90 CE. The Latin translation by St. Jerome (347-420) was written c. 382-

384 when the Roman toga had been largely replaced by the simpler pallium.
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silk_Road
3. Gemini Auction V, 6 January 2009, Lot 140. Realized $1,800 USD.
4. Noble Numismatics, Auction 113, 22 November 2016, Lot 4281. Realized $2,139 USD.
5. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peplos
6. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Catalogue_of_the_Museo_Archeologico_di_Napoli_(inventory_MANN)#/media/

File:Danzatrici_o_danaidi,_da_villa_dei_papiri,_peristilio_quadrato_2.JPG
7. Roma Numismatics, Auction XIV, 21 September 2017, Lot 328. Realized $18,960 USD.
8. Numismatica Ars Classica, Auction 64, 17 May 2012, Lot 688. Realized $9,522 USD.
9. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibula_(brooch)
10. Bertolami Fine Arts, Auction 37, 19 September 2017, Lot 21. Realized $4,057 USD.
11. Hess-Divo Auction 320, 26 October 2011, Lot 24. Realized $4,298 USD.
12. New York Sale XX, 7 January 2009, Lot 43. Realized $4,500 USD.
13. Leu Numismatik, Auction 1, 25 October 2017, Lot, 225. Realized $505 USD.
14. Harlan J. Berk, Sale 179, 24 May 2012, Lot 473. Realized $7,500 USD.
15. NAC Auction 102, 24 October 2017, Lot 578. Realized $8,588 USD.
16. Heritage ANA Sale 3041, 13 August 2015, Lot 32068. Realized $6,000 USD.
17. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunic
18. Hess-Divo Auction 332, 31 May 2017, Lot 94. Realized $1,447 uSD.
19. Hess-Divo Auction 333, 30 November 2017, Lot 101. Realized $36,660 USD.
20. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muscle_cuirass
21. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pteruges
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Working with a partially sighted artist and
adding Braille to a coin for the first time, the Royal
Canadian Mint launched an innovative silver coin
and bronze medallion set honouring the 100th

anniversary of the Canadian National Institute for
the Blind (CNIB) on March 21. This limited-
edition collector set celebrates a century of
providing invaluable assistance to generations
of blind and partially sighted Canadians.

“The Mint is delighted to have produced an
exceptional coin and medallion set which
recognizes the incredible difference the CNIB has
made in the lives of blind and partially sighted
Canadians over the last 100 years,” said Sandra
Hanington, President and CEO of the Royal
Canadian Mint. “This coin and medallion set is a
beautiful work of art which celebrates the strength
and resilience of extraordinary Canadians who
inspire us all.”

“We are honoured the Royal Canadian Mint
has chosen to tell CNIB’s story of a century of
dedication to people who are blind and
partially sighted,” said John M. Rafferty,
President and CEO, CNIB. “We’re delighted
to have a memento as enduring and symbolic
as a commemorative coin set to mark this
important milestone in CNIB’s history.”

Canadian artist Meghan Sims of Kitchener,
Ontario, designed the coin and medallion set. Born
with a rare visual condition called Achromatopsia,
she is fully colour blind. Her unique visual
perception of the world around her has shaped and
become characteristic of her artistic style.

Since Mint collectibles are normally
encapsulated to maintain their pristine condition, a
medallion is included in this anniversary set,
intentionally presented without a capsule, so that
the Braille engraving of the legend “CNIB-100-
INCA,” as well the entire relief of its design, can
be experienced through touch alone. In providing
a unique tactile experience, the medallion captures
many of the design elements found on the reverse
of the silver coin. These include: the number “100”
engraved in Braille; an abstract eye over a mountain
scene to represent the foundation of the CNIB; and
a curved horizon evoking an eyelid, along which
seven jack pines honouring each of the CNIB’s
founding members. The jack pine was chosen as a
symbol of the strength and resilience of people
living with sight loss.
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The RCM Honours The 100th Anniversary of the 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind

PPrroodduucctt  11666666996611 MMiinnttaaggee  33,,000000  ((22001188))    $$221199..9955

1 http://www.mint.ca/store/coins/2-oz.-pure-silver-coin-and-bronze-medallion-
set---100th-anniversary-of-the-canadian-national-institute-for-the-blind---
mintage-3000-2018-prod3150011

Enlarged 25%
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Background
In the wake of the First World
War, and the Halifax Explosion
that left hundreds blind or
partially sighted, seven
visionaries saw beyond the
tragedy and held fast to their ideal
that those injured could lead
productive lives, nurture their
talents, and ultimately fulfill their
dreams. It is the wish of the RCM
that this keepsake be a testament
to the power of the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind’s
(CNIB) vision.
• The CNIB’s founders met at

the Canadian Free Library for
the Blind. They included two doctors, an
electrical engineer, a solicitor, an insurance
professional, a multi-lingual librarian and
an expert in finance and fundraising. Two
founders had lost their sight during the war,
three suffered sight loss due to illness or
trauma, and two were sighted.

• In the 1920s, the CNIB’s job placement
program was one of the first in North
America specifically for people with sight
loss. It was revolutionary, and significantly
improved the prospects for blind Canadians
who would otherwise be destined for a life
of hardship and poverty.

• By the 1950s, the CNIB was the largest
private non-profit organization of its kind
in the world, serving more than 17,000
blind Canadians with a focus on
empowering people to live full,
independent lives. Today, the CNIB has 50
offices nationwide, and estimates that half

a million Canadians have significant sight
loss that affects their quality of life.

• To celebrate its centennial, CNIB is
celebrating through honouring and
storytelling, with a focus on the people—
past and present—who have contributed
to changing what it is to be blind today.

• Individuals with sight loss often have a
heightened sense of hearing, smell and
touch, with superior cognitive functions
such as memory and language. Science
continues to explore the brain’s ability to
adapt and reorganize itself to compensate
for a loss in any of the senses, a field known
as cross-modal neuroplasticity.

Design

Canadian artist Meghan Sims has created
an intriguing design featuring an abstract eye
superimposed over a mountain scene
representing the institution that CNIB has built
during its first century, with “100” in Braille.

She said the coin is steeped in
symbolism and celebrates the
past and the future of the
community. “Never did I
think that I would have this
opportunity to speak for the
CNIB and it brought home
that sense of pride I was
looking for to represent
others,” Sims said. “I just feel
very proud, to be blind,
partially sighted in Canada
today.”

The passage of time is
conveyed by the sun and
moon at the centre, where
selective green colour

transforms the sun into an iris, with the moon
as its pupil. Variations in colour, detail and
texture symbolize the range of conditions and
abilities experienced with sight loss. The
curved horizon doubles as an eyelid, its lashes
standing as trees in honour of the seven
founders of the CNIB; the jack pine
embodying the strength and resilience of
people living with sight loss.

As for the mountains in the horizon, Sims
said, they represent to her the grounding base
the CNIB has had for her. “It gave me a
touchstone in an environment and be of help
to someone and everyone in the office. It’s a
peaceful place to be,” said Sims, who
volunteers with the organization. Sims praised
the wonderful job the engraver did “right
down to the little intricate lines that are
reflected in the water in the lower half of the
coin.”

(With files from Joe Pavia, CBC News) 

Kitchener artist Meghan Sims is pictured here with her painting 
Wrong Way, which was part of an exhibit in 2016. (Jackie Sharkey/CBC)

The CNIB founders, from left to right, Col. Edwin A. Baker, Charles Watty Carruthers, 
Dr. Charles Rae Dickson, George Gordon Plaxton, Sherman Charles Swift, Alexander Griswold Viets, Lewis Miller Wood



Producing a collector coin commemorating the sighting of an unidentified flying object
(UFO) may be seen by some people as a new low in topics being commemorated by the Royal
Canadian Mint. On the other hand, there is no arguing with success: this collector coin sold
out in about a week. 

The coin is presented in an ovoid shape with a printed image, just as the hot air balloon
coin that appeared in our September 2017 issue. This time the image uses a special paint that
glows under black light … and, yes, a black light flashlight is included with the product. 

The Falcon Lake incident is one of Canada’s most famous UFO encounters. Stefan
Michalak was a rock collector and was searching for gold, silver and other precious metals
and gems in Whiteshell Provincial Park May 20, 1967. He says that about noon two craft
appeared in the sky. One landed about 50 metres away on a flat rocky area. One landed close
enough for him to approach. When the craft suddenly took flight, its emission set Michalak’s
clothes ablaze, leaving him with mysterious burns… and an unusual tale to tell. 

Background
Around midday on May 20, 1967, amateur prospector Stefan (Stephen) Michalak was on

the hunt for precious metals in Whiteshell Provincial Park when he suddenly noticed two strange
objects in the sky. Both glowed with an intense red and glare as they descended from the sky;
one abruptly left the scene, but the other landed roughly 50 metres away from Michalak, who
moved in to get a closer look.

The humming object was described as having a sulphurous smell, and it appeared to be
made from a stainless steel-like material. Peering into a brightly lit opening, Michalak heard
muffled sounds and tried calling out to them, only to be met with silence. He touched the
seamless sides of the craft, which melted the tips of his glove; and when the UFO suddenly
lifted off the ground, it emitted a blast of hot air or gas that knocked Michalak on his back,
igniting his shirt and causing a grid-like pattern of third-degree burns to his chest. 

What was the strange craft? Where did it come from? It’s a story that has more questions
than answers. Michalak never claimed the craft was an alien one; neither did he waver in his
account of what he had seen and experienced that day, even under the scrutiny of doctors,
scientists, law enforcement officials and other authorities, who could neither corroborate nor
disprove the close encounter.

Stefam Michalak’s UFO case is not unique. Canada is a hotbed of UFO activity. According
to a survey, 1,131 UFO sightings were reported in Canada in 2016… but only 4% of these could
not be explained. Quebec also leads all other provinces in reported UFO sightings. In the same
year as the Falcon Lake Incident, 1967, the world’s first UFO landing pad was built in St. Paul,
Alberta. Another famous Canadian UFO sighting took place in 1967 — this time, in Shag
Harbour, N.S., where a series of orange lights were seen flashing in the sky before the unknown
object crashed into the ocean. The results of a survey taken in 2016 reported that four in five
Canadians believe intelligent life exists elsewhere in the universe, and nearly half of those polled
believed aliens had already visited Earth.

Design
Designed by artist Joel Kimmel of Westport, Ontario the coin is based on Stefan Michalak’s

account of what transpired on May 20, 1967, near Falcon Lake, Manitoba. A full application
of colour re-creates the springtime colours of the place where Michalak saw two objects appear
in the midday sky. Based on the witness’s descriptions and sketches, the oval-shaped UFO on
the reverse has a steel-like appearance as it hovers above him. Black light-activated features
complete the story by mimicking the distinctive red glow described by Michalak, while
adding a yellow hue to the blast of hot air or gas that knocked the amateur prospector on his
back and left him with mysterious burn marks. 
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RCM Product — Canada’s Unexplained Phenomena: 
The Falcon Lake Incident

PPrroodduucctt  1166556611881 MMiinnttaaggee::  44,,000000  ((22001188))  $$112299..9955  SSoolldd  OOuutt  iinn  aa  wweeeekk!!

1 http://www.mint.ca/store/coins/1-oz.-
pure-silver-glow-in-the-dark-coin---
canadas-unexplained-phenomena-the-
falcon-lake-incident---mintage-4000-
2018-prod3160015

Under black light the coin’s image transforms
to show the UFO as it suddenly took off.
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Apr. 28, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin Show, Colonel John McCrae
Legion Branch 234, 57 Watson Pkwy. S. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Not
just FREE admission to Guelph show, each attendee will receive a
coupon for FREE admission to the Toronto Coin Expo the following
week! Free level parking, fully accessible. Nothing but bargains!
Legendary lunch counter. Coins, banknotes, tokens, Canadian Tire
money, medals, books and supplies at more than 35 dealer tables.
Featuring some of Canada’s top numismatic dealers. Club-
sponsored Kid’s Table for under 14; buy, sell, trade or evaluate. For
more information contact Mike Hollingshead, email
cholling@uoguelph.ca, telephone 519-823-2646. Website:
http://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.com
Apr. 28, Kingston, Kingston Spring Coin and Stamp Festival,
Ongwanada Resource Centre, 191 Portsmouth Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Dealers, consignment tables, kids stuff, displays, refreshments.
Free admission. Plenty of free parking nearby. For more information
contact Trevor Beresford, email trevor.beresford@sympatico.ca,
telephone 613-544-0272. 
May 4 – 5, Toronto, Toronto Coin Expo – Canada’s Coin & Banknote
Show, Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St. Located on
the 2nd floor. Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $6,
under 16 free. Join us at Canada’s premier coin and banknote show
and auction, representing Canada, United States, and the world of
collectable currencies. Featuring 30+ internationally renowned coin
and banknote dealers. Appraisals with internationally renowned
dealers in coins, banknotes, tokens, medals, militaria, gold, silver and
jewelry. Partnering with Geoffrey Bell Auctions; auction May 3-4,
2018. For more information contact Jared Stapleton, email
torontocoinexpo@gmail.com, telephone 647-403-7334. Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca
May 5, Timmins, Timmins Coin and Stamp 5th Annual Show,
McIntyre Complex, 85 McIntyre Rd. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
downstairs in the Lion’s Den. Free Admission & Parking. This is
Ontario`s most northern annual coin and stamp show and features
several dealers, silent auctions, exhibits, club tables and door prizes.
Collecting supplies will be available. For more information contact
Kevin, email nifinder@hotmail.com.
May 6, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club 67th Annual Spring Coin Show,
Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
$1. Juniors are free when accompanied with an adult. Thirty-nine
dealer tables. Handicap accessible entrance. Plenty of free parking.
For more information contact Margaret Clarke, email
mtclarke@mnsi.net, telephone 519-735-0727. Website:
http://www.windsorcoinclub.com
May 12, 2018, North York, North York Coin Club Annual Coin
Show, Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Avenue W. Hours:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission, free parking, in a handicap
accessible facility. Our dealers offer all sorts of collectibles and
feature coins, paper money, tokens, Canadian Tire scrip, etc.; buy,
sell, trade or evaluate. Light refreshments on site. Tables for this
show are sold out, but contact us to be put on a waiting list. For more
information contact Paul Petch, email
coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.com, telephone 416-303-4417.
Website: http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com/

June 3, Brampton, Trading Card Show, Century Gardens
Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden Rd. E. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is $3, under 14 free and free parking. Buy, sell, trade and
appraise at more than 40 tables of dealers, including a children’s
table. Funds raised for Children’s Charities. For more information
contact Willard Burton, email willardb@bell.net, telephone 416-
254-6569. 
June 10, Brantford, 56th Brantford Coin Show, Branlyn
Community Centre, 238 Brantwood Park Rd. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Free admission, and ample free parking. A Family event! Over 90
dealer tables from all over Ontario selling coins, banknotes, tokens,
Royal Canadian Mint products, silver, gold, estate jewelry,
numismatic supplies, etc. Kids table offers coins, tokens, and
supplies to inspire the youth at subsidized prices. Food truck on site.
Free door prize tickets, over 40 prizes to be won. For more
information contact Cassidy Stroud, email
brantfordcoinclub@hotmail.com, telephone 519-427-6158. 
June 17, Mississauga, Mississauga Coin & Stamp Show, 4300
Cawthra Rd. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Over 30 dealers & 60 dealer
tables. Canadian and world coins, banknotes, stamps and
supplies. Buy, sell, trade, appraise. For more information contact
Les Plonka, email leszekp@rogers.com, telephone 416-5057999.
Website: http://www.troyakclub.com
June 23 – 24, Toronto, Torex® – Canada’s National Coin Show &
Auctions, Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7. Under 16 Free!
Numismatic excellence since 1962, featuring Canada’s finest
dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins, paper money, coin
and paper money supplies and reference books. Official Auctioneer:
The Canadian Numismatic Company. Auction viewing begins on
Friday. For more information contact Brian R Smith, email
brian@torex.net, telephone 416-705-5348. Website:
http://www.torex.net
Aug. 7 – 11, Mississauga, RCNA 2018 Convention, Hilton
Mississauga / Meadowvale, 6750 Mississauga Rd. For full details,
visit the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association’s website. For
more information contact Bill O’Brien, email
wsobcoins@hotmail.com, telephone 1-416-897-6684. Website:
http://www.rcna.ca/2018

Listings are courtesy of 
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING

Apr. 20 – 22, Kitchener, Ontario Numismatic Association 56th

Annual Coin Show and Convention, Holiday Inn, 30 Fairway Rd.
S. Hours: Noon to 6 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Sunday. Buy, sell, trade, appraisals. Coins, paper money,
tokens and more! Over 50 qualified dealer tables. Featuring a Youth
Only Table and a FREE Coin Kids Auction on Saturday. For updates,
visit the ONA website. For more information contact Robb
McPherson, email robb4640@sympatico.ca, telephone 519-577-
7206. Website: http://www.the-ona.ca/con2018.php


