North York Coin Club
Founded 1960

MONTHLY MEETINGS 4TH Tuesday 7:30 P.M. AT
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W., North York M2N 2H8
MAIL ADDRESS: NORTH YORK COIN CLUB,
3888 Duke of York Boulevard PH34, Mississauga, ON L5B 4P5
Web site: www.northyorkcoinclub.com
Executive Committee

Contact the Club :
E-mail: info@northyorkcoinclub.com
Phone: 416-897-6684

Member :
Ontario Numismatic Association
Royal Canadian Numismatic Assocation

President ........................................Bill O’Brien
1st Vice President ..........................Henry Nienhuis
2nd Vice President..........................
Secretary ........................................Henry Nienhuis
Treasurer ........................................Ben Boelens
Past President ................................Nick Cowan

Director ..........................................Roger Fox
Director ..........................................Paul Johnson
Director ..........................................Andrew Silver
Junior Director ................................
Auctioneer ......................................Dick Dunn

Auction Manager..........................Paul Johnson
Editor ..........................................Paul Petch
Receptionist ................................Franco Farronato
Draw Prizes ................................Bill O’Brien
Social Convenor ..........................Bill O’Brien

THE BULLETIN FOR JANUARY 2018
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day to North York members and all
fellow numismatists who read the North York
Coin Club’s monthly bulletin. Another year
has flown by and New Year’s 2018 is
already a distant memory, but the NYCC
executive members have been very busy
planning the next six months of activities for
the club. We have an excellent assortment of
speakers lined up and, as always, the club’s
popular auction night is scheduled again for
the March meeting.
The first scheduled speaker, that being
for our January meeting, is Paul Petch. Paul
will speaking about Dora de Pédery-Hunt’s
personal art medal collection. Dora is best
known as the first Canadian citizen to design
a circulation coinage effigy of Queen
Elizabeth II.
In February we have an exciting speaker
from outside the club who will be talking
about a bit of Canadian history from sixty
years ago. Both of these presentations, and
the presentations after our auction night, is
top quality material and should not be
missed. There is more to come about our
speakers in future bulletins.
Now if you allow me I would like to go
back to 2017 before bringing the club up to
speed with the future endeavours. First off,
the most recent past event was the very
successful meeting at Tucker’s marketplace
in December. Thanks to all members who
came out on a beautiful night to help
celebrate the holiday season and enjoy
everyone’s company. There is so much more
to numismatics besides pouring over
journals or catalogues and that is the

fellowship of the hobby. This night would
not have been possible without the
volunteers and even non-members who
support the club and hobby. My hat is off to
all the hard workers in the hobby who get
little to no recognition.
Besides all the club members who
supported this event, clubs and dealers also
supported us by donating valuable items
that were used for prizes in the evening’s
free draw. Hundreds of dollars of
numismatic material was available for lucky
ticket holders to select from. Thanks again
to all that donated items for the draw or
purchased tickets for the 50–50 draw.
I told the membership that I was going
to sound like a broken record if the
participation in the club’s activities did not
expand beyond the four or five members
who are generous with their time, freely
offer it as well as their opinions on matters
important to the club’s operation. It doesn’t
matter if it is the club’s executive committee
or the R.C.N.A. 2018 convention planning
committee, most of the members seem to
have taken to sitting and watching the few
hard working members do all the work and
seem content just showing up at meetings.
So there it is again in the bulletin. Until
more members come out to our planning
meeting I will make this request every
month until some of you volunteer a few
hours of your time to help out your club.

You are reminded to pay your $10
2018 dues and to bring material for
the March consignment auction!

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
January is the club’s Annual Meeting.
Our featured speaker for the January
meeting is Paul Petch with his topic
“Wonderful Things: the Art Medal
Collection of Dora de Pédery-Hunt.”
Paul originally presented this talk at the
R.C.N.A. 2017 Convention in
Boucherville last July. Besides making
medals, Dora was also a medal collector
and a portion of her very exciting
collection will be presented.
Also remember to bring along your
recent finds or special treasures to share
with us during the show and tell!
Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really fine
auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply of
draw prize material.
While I am on the topic of helping out
the club and the club’s sponsorship of the
R.C.N.A. convention for 2018, why don’t
you also join the R.C.N.A. as a member and
participate in the convention from both
perspectives. As the R.C.N.A. area director
I can make you an offer on your first year of
membership that I hope that you just can’t
refuse. Through an initiative to increase
membership, the R.C.N.A. is offering a
discount of approximately 25% on its
Continued page 3...
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NEWS OF THE NOVEMBER 2017 MEETING
th

The 638 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on Once their work-term had been completed the child would be presented
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the with a medal and supplies. This was then used as a form of resume
Edithvale Community Centre. It was hammered to order at 7:30 p.m. indicating that they had fulfilled their responsibilities. Many of these
with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 33 members in newly immigrated young people succeeded in life while others did not.
attendance.
Scott believes that there were as many as 700 of these medals engraved
The first order of business was the on-time attendance draw. to recipients with some different varieties. They were initially produced
Member Jared Stapleton was present when his name was drawn to by James Restall starting in c. 1893 and were then later produced by
th
receive the on-time attendance draw prize of $25.00. The draw will P. W. Ellis at the beginning of the 20 century. There was a lively
discussion throughout Scott’s presentation. Bill O’Brien presented
stand at $5.00 for the January 23rd meeting.
Scott with a certificate of our appreciation and Paul presented him with
Bill asked the members present if they had noticed any errors or
an engraved club medallion citing him as Guest Speaker at the meeting.
omissions in the minutes of the September meeting as published in the
A short refreshment break was called
October newsletter. Member David Bawcutt
from
8:30–8:50 p.m.
mentioned that there was a typo with respect
to the date identified in the on-time
We resumed the meeting with our regular
attendance draw. With that change noted,
auction and our customary lucky draw.
John Regitko made a motion to accept the
Lucky draw numbers were called at various
minutes, which was seconded by Phillip
times while the auction took place. Lucky
Simms. Motion carried. Ben Boelens, our
draw winners for the evening were—
treasurer, gave a brief financial report.
Andrew Silver, Paul Johnson (2), Ben
Boelens, Henry Nienhuis, Richard Duquette,
Carrying on briefly with the business
Terry Maksymjuk, John Regitko, and Jim
portion of the meeting Bill then discussed a
Heifetz. The club earned $31.00 through the
couple of items that remained on the agenda.
sale of the draw tickets! Our auction
He first reminded everyone that Ben is now
manager, Paul Johnson, reported that receipts
collecting Club membership dues for 2018.
from the auction added $11.10 to the club
He then reminded everyone of our Annual
coffers. We thank Dick Dunn our auctioneer,
Holiday meeting; on the first Tuesday in
th
Andrew Silver who volunteered as runner
December, the 5 , at Tucker’s Marketplace,
and Paul Johnson our auction manger for
located at 15 Carlson Court in Etobicoke. He
their help with the auction.
asked that those interested in attending pay
Ben in advance so that a proper booking
There being no further business, the
could be made. Bill also reminded members
meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.
that we are holding 2018 Convention
The club executive would like to thank
Committee meetings every other month and
members for supporting the club through the
asked people to mark their calendars and
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
remember to attend.
donations. We thank many people for their
Scott’s collection of Dr. Barnardo medals
He then asked Paul Petch to
kind donations and support including:
introduce our featured speaker for the
Ben Boelens, Andrew Silver, Dick
evening, Scott Douglas. Scott kindly
Dunn and Linda Simms. Please
drove all the way into the city from the
consider supporting your club through
town of Acton to talk to us about “Dr.
a donation of numismatic material or
Thomas Barnardo and His Reclaimed
other items. (Don’t forget to mention
Children.” This is a subject that Scott
your donations to the club secretary so
has researched and has been interested
that your support can be recognized in
in for many years, having an extensive
the minutes and newsletter.)
collection of the medals issued Dr.
Our next regular meeting will take
Barnardo and highly prized by the
place on Tuesday, January 23, 2018,
recipients. In 1866, Dr. Barnardo
in the 1st floor Banquet Room of the
established a charitable association in
Edithvale Community Centre. We
England “British Home Children” to
hope to see everyone at the Christmas
care for vulnerable children. The
Holiday meeting on December 5,
association would sponsor the child’s
2017,
at the Tucker’s Market Place
In addition to a Certificate of Appreciation presented to Scott
immigration to Canada in return for Douglas by President Bill O’Brien, Paul Petch presented Scott venue. Merry Christmas and Happy
the child signing a contract of with a North York medal recognizing him as Guest Speaker for New Year to all!
indenture to work for 2 to 5 years.
the meeting
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NEWS OF THE DECEMBER 2017 MEETING
The 639 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 at Tucker's Marketplace, 15 Carlson
Court, Etobicoke, Ontario. It was an informal festive meeting that got
underway just before 6:00 p.m. with about 44 members and guests
joining in the celebration. Once again this year the North York,
th

Etobicoke-Mississauga and Toronto Clubs came together for the
event.
Highlights of the evening, besides the wonderful Tucker's buffet
and attentive, friendly staff, were a great gift exchange, a 50-50 draw
an exceptional lucky draw with 14 desirable prizes available to be won.

Andrew Silver and Bill O’Brien look over the draw prize table. Draw prizes for our festive
meeting were donated by Nick Cowan (The Coin Collector), Dick Dunn, Michael Findlay
(Certified Coins), Jeff Fournier, Svetolik Kovacevic (Ancient Numismatic Enterprise),
Jared Stapleton (Metro Coin & Banknote), the Etobicoke-Mississauga Coin and
Collectibles Club, North York Coin Club, Royal Canadian Numismatic Association and the
Toronto Coin Club.

Hayden
Stapleton was
the winner of
the $90 in our
50-50 draw

President’s Message ... continued from page 1
membership with all its benefits. Please at least consider joining the
national numismatic association in Canada and show your support
for the hobby, your club and the association and help out on the
convention planning committee.
I promise this is the last time I mention the R.C.N.A. this article,
but that fine organization is holding their annual convention in the
Toronto area this year and we are the host club. Circle the week of
August 7th to 11th to visit the Hilton Meadowvale for a two-day
educational symposium, a three-day bourse, a multi-day auction plus
numerous day trips and many opportunities for reacquainting with
old friends and making new ones. Much more detail is coming in
the upcoming bulletins.
The club’s main money making event for the year is our annual
coin show that will be held May 12, 2018 in the Banquet room, the
same room most of our club meetings at Edithvale are held. The
club’s annual coin show’s bourse is sold out again this year so if you
were planning on renting a table it’s too late. See Paul Petch to put
your name on the wait list in case of any last minute cancellations,
but better yet reserve your table for 2019 now.

The show schedule, besides our fine show, is very busy and we
have the CAND show in Hamilton on January 27–28, the SWON
show the following weekend in Paris on February 4, Coin A Rama
in Oshawa on February 18, and last but not least the Torex show in
downtown Toronto on February 24–25. It’s quiet a busy schedule
as I said and there are more listings on our Coming Events page.
Well, I have taken up too much of the bulletin so I better finish
off now with two things: my thanks again to everyone who has
supported the club and all of its endeavours, and a plea to all
members for donations for the monthly draw prizes. To those who
haven’t helped out: make it your 2018 resolution to start. Our
reserve of donations for the monthly draws is non-existent. If
anyone has any old numismatic items or coin supplies like 2 x 2 flips
we can have some nice draw prize items similar to what we had
available at our December meeting.
Now that is all I have to say until our meeting on the 23rd. Until
then, stay warm and clean out all those drawers and cupboards and
see if you can find any surplus numismatic material to help us out.
Bill O’Brien
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THE PHILOSOPHER EMPEROR: COINS OF MARCUS AURELIUS
by Mike Markowitz from CoinWeek November 17, 2016 on the Internet

Begin the morning by saying to thyself, I shall meet
with the busy-body, the ungrateful, arrogant,
deceitful, envious, unsocial.
All these things happen to them by reason of their
ignorance of what is good and evil.
—The Meditations, 2:1

Of all the roman emperors, Marcus Aurelius comes down to us
across the centuries as perhaps the most likable, because we hear him
in his own voice: sensible, dutiful and patient. His book, known to us
as The Meditations, survived because it was copied and recopied in
medieval monasteries. Marcus wrote in koine, the common Greek used
in The New Testament. The Church came to view his pagan Stoic
philosophy as being compatible with Christianity.
His coinage extends over four decades (139—180 CE) and it also
survives in abundance. On it, we see his progress from adolescence to
manhood, prematurely aged by hard campaigning and the cares of
ruling an Empire in crisis.

Marcus as Caesar
Marcus Aurelius was born in Rome on 26 April 121 CE to an elite
family; both his grandfathers served as Consul, an office that still held
immense prestige, though little real power. As a child, Marcus attracted
the attention of Emperor Hadrian, who groomed him as a potential
successor. After Hadrian died (138 CE), the emperor Antoninus Pius
adopted Marcus as his heir, along with another young aristocrat,
Lucius Verus1.
This can be confusing, because each adoption involved a name
change. Sometimes it seems as though elite Romans changed their

names as often as they changed their togas. Born “Marcus Annius
Verus,” he became “Marcus Aelius Aurelius Verus” upon adoption, then
“Aurelius Caesar” in 139, and finally “Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
Augustus” when he became emperor.
On a gold aureus, the beardless image of young Marcus appears
on the reverse, accompanying the senior emperor on the obverse. On
a silver denarius, young Marcus appears by himself, with the
implements of the high priesthood that was part of his duties. Abronze
sestertius of Marcus as Caesar bears a reverse depicting the goddess
Minerva with spear and shield.

Faustina
In 145, Emperor Antoninus gave Marcus his own daughter,
Faustina the Younger2, in marriage. Born about the year 130, she was
his only child to survive into adulthood. Emperor Hadrian had
originally intended that young Faustina would marry Lucius Verus, but
elite Roman families often reshuffled such betrothals as the political
winds shifted. Lucius Verus eventually married Lucilla (148—182
CE), a daughter of Marcus.
Faustina ultimately bore six daughters and seven sons, including
two sets of twins, but many died in childhood. Her extraordinary
fertility was celebrated on coins with the inscription FECUNDITATI
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AUGUSTAE (“to the fertility of the empress.”) She accompanied
Marcus and his army on campaign, earning the respect of the troops,
who honored her as Mater Castrorum (“mother of the camps”). This
title appears on a rare posthumous sestertius struck after her death in
176.
Ancient historians (all elite men) were uniformly hostile to strong
women who tried to play a role in politics, and the sources accuse
Faustina of serial infidelity, even with low-born gladiators. Marcus was
devoted to her memory, however, and had the Senate proclaim her a
goddess (coins in the name of DIVA FAUSTINA are common)—an
honor she shared with her mother.

Marcus as Emperor
To ensure an orderly succession upon the death of Antoninus Pius
on 7 March 161, Marcus Aurelius donated five thousand denarii to
every soldier of the emperor’s Praetorian Guard—the equivalent of
more than 16 years’ salary for an ordinary legionary.
The Senate duly declared Pius a god, and a memorial column
topped with his statue was raised in the Campus Martius district of
Rome. The column appears on a coin struck that year, and its elaborate
marble base survives3.
Marcus had loyally served the emperor for 19 years, and—except
for a lack of military command experience—was well prepared to rule.
Marcus insisted that the Senate recognize his adoptive brother Lucius
Verus as co-emperor. The friendship of the two co-emperors was
celebrated on coinage with the inscription CONCORDIA
AUGUSTORUM (“harmony of the emperors”) surrounding standing
figures of the two men clasping hands. A superb gold aureus of this
type brought over $24,000 USD in a recent European auction4.
In 165, Rome observed the 200th anniversary of the decisive battle
of Actium. To commemorate this occasion, the mint struck copies of
the legionary denarius issued to pay the army of the defeated general
Mark Antony. Originally struck in debased silver in huge quantities,
these coins had remained in circulation as small change for over a
century after the battle, and Romans must have been fond of them. The
new denarius differed from the original in the reverse inscription,
“Emperors Antoninus and Verus Restored [This].”
Marcus often adopted the name of his predecessor Antoninus Pius
on his coinage.
One of the most spectacular coins issued by Marcus is a gold
aureus dated to 173–174 depicting the emperor on horseback, his
hand raised in a gesture of peace. This is the pose we see in the famous

equestrian statue of Marcus Aurelius that stood for centuries in the plaza
atop Rome’s Capitoline Hill5. The statue survived because medieval
Romans erroneously thought that it depicted Constantine the Great
(ruled 306–337), the first Christian emperor.
The 19 years of Marcus’s reign saw continuous warfare and a
succession of disasters, including a devastating plague (probably
smallpox). The coinage, being a medium of imperial propaganda, is
relentlessly upbeat, celebrating victories over the Parthians, the
Germans and the Sarmatians, an Indo-European tribe migrating from
the steppes to invade the Balkans. A sestertius of 176–177 celebrates
the defeat of the Sarmatians with a depiction of a pile of captured
shields, armor and military gear on the reverse.
In October 166, Marcus elevated his five-year-old son Commodus
to the rank of Caesar, along with his younger brother, Marcus Annius
Verus, who died in 169. Commodus was the first imperial son in over
70 years to survive into adulthood. His youthful portrait appears along
with his father’s on the coinage. For example, a very rare denarius of
174–175 is inscribed “Commodus Caesar, Son of the Emperor, Victor
over the Germans.” In a 2008 European auction, an example of this
coin brought over $15,0006.
Emperor Commodus proved to be a monster: cruel, capricious and
delusional. He was assassinated in a palace coup in 192. Modern
historians, however, dismiss the theory (depicted in Ridley Scott’s
2000 film Gladiator) that he poisoned his father to become sole
emperor.

Aftermath
For centuries after his death in 180, Romans remembered Marcus
fondly. The column built by Commodus to memorialize him still
stands in Rome7. Some 70 years after his death, the emperor Decius
issued coins honoring his predecessors who had been declared gods
by the Senate. The obverse of a silvered antoninianus issued for
Marcus shows him wearing the “radiate” crown, with a standing eagle
on the reverse.
The historian Cassius Dio (155–235 CE) wrote:
“[Marcus] was not strong in body and was involved in a multitude
of troubles throughout practically his entire reign. But for my part,
I admire him all the more for this very reason, that amid unusual
and extraordinary difficulties he both survived himself and preserved
the empire. Just one thing prevented him from being completely
happy, namely, that after rearing and educating his son in the best
possible way he was vastly disappointed in him.”8

PAGE 6 — J ANUARY 2018 — N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN

Collecting Marcus
Extending over four decades, the coinage of Marcus includes a
vast number of different types, providing rich opportunities for
collectors at all price levels. One reference, David Sear’s Roman
Coins and Their Values, lists 420 different issues, plus hundreds
more in the names of Lucius Verus and Faustina the Younger. On
CoinArchives Pro, a database of over three million auction records,
a recent search on “Marcus Aurelius” turned up 16,938 hits. The
collection of the American Numismatic Society (ANS) in New
York lists 1,586 coins of Marcus.

A common silver denarius of Marcus in VF or better can often
be found for well under $100.
A well-worn gold aureus might bring $3,500—5,000, with rare
or high-grade specimens typically selling for $20,000 and up.
Prices for the bronze coinage are heavily dependent on condition,
but a nice VF sestertius would probably sell for a few hundred
dollars, and really spectacular examples for a few thousand.
The standard reference usually cited in catalogs is volume three
of Roman Imperial Coinage, published in 1930. At the time of
publication, a 1997 reprint sells for about $80.

Notes
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CANADIAN MINT SEES RED OVER ROYAL AUSTRALIAN MINT POPPY COIN
From the Australian Coin Collecting Blog, January 7 2018, on the Internet

The Australian Coin Collecting Blog reports that the future of
their 2 dollar coins isn’t looking too bright after the Royal Australian
Mint (RAM) was hit with a lawsuit from the Royal Canadian Mint
(RCM) on December 22 2017. The Royal Canadian Mint claims the
technology that prints the colour onto the circulating
commemorative coins infringes their
patent. The RCM wants the Australian
Mint to destroy 503,000 2012 dated red
poppy $2 coins it minted and sold
through the Returned and Services
League (RSL) as a fundraiser for the
charity helping returned soldiers. The
RSL Australia is a support organisation
for men and women who have served or
are serving in the Defence Force.
The Australian Mint has since gone on to produce many more
issues using the same technology, let us paint you a picture• 995,000 Purple 60th Anniversary of the Queen’s Coronation $2
coins in 2013
• 1,856,000 Green Remembrance $2 coins in 2014
• 1,466,000 Red Lest We Forget $2 coins in 2015
• 2,151,000 Orange Remembrance $2 coins in 2015
• Approximately 10 million Black, Blue, Green, Red, Yellow
Olympic and a Multicoloured Paralympic $2 coins in 2016
• Approximately 6 million Multicoloured Magic Possum $2
coins in 2017
• and most recently Purple and Green Rosemary Remembrance
$2 coins in late 2017.
These coloured commemorative coins all use the patented
technology of creating a plurality of micropores and macropores on
the metal’s surface for better adherence of the paint. This is different
to the more commonly used pad-printing of a design on the coin
surface which will more easily wear away. The patented process
offers superior durability suitable for circulating coins.

Downies, the Australian coin dealers, reported on the release
of Australia’s first colour coin just prior to Remembrance Day
2012:
This release has deep significance for all those who remember
Australia’s fallen service men and women, or who have a
connection to those who served. Not only does it have a strong
historical significance, but this release also has deep numismatic
importance.
The Royal Australian Mint has released three versions of the
coin, each slightly different but ground-breaking. The non-colour
commemorative release is, along-side its coloured counterpart, the
first commemorative $2 ever to be issued into circulation.
The colour version of the circulation release is significant in
two ways; it’s the first colour coin to ever be struck for circulation
in Australia, and it has an unusual release channel. This version
of the coin will be available at RSLs around the country in
exchange for a donation, starting Remembrance Day.
The third type is a full colour, uncirculated commemorative
coin with a unique ‘C’ mintmark. Not only is this coin struck
using the RAM’s state-of-the-art full-colour minting process, but
it is presented in an official Mint display pack. It has already
proven to be extremely popular among collectors for its
numismatic and historic significance and is sure to be a valued
collector’s item for years to come.

The Royal Canadian Mint first used this process on the 2004
Canadian 25 cent coin sent into circulation and one would have
assumed the Royal Australian Mint got all the correct permissions
for also using the technology. The lawsuit claims differently that the
RCM contacted the RAM in writing in December 2015 and also
December 2016 to desist from its infringing conduct. The Australian
Mint is yet to respond about this latest Royal ruckus.
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240 ANNIVERSARY OF CAPTAIN COOK AT NOOTKA SOUND
ON THE 2018 PROOF SILVER DOLLAR
TH

FROM AN RCM PRESS RELEASE
Canada’s history is rich with tales of explorers, and the seafaring
Captain James Cook (1728-1779) is one of the most storied of all! From
the Bering Strait to the Antarctic Circle, and many of the Pacific
islands in between, this British navigator charted more terra incognita
than any other in his time. This year marks the 240th anniversary of
Cook’s arrival at the summer village of the Nuu-chah-nulth, at Nootka
Sound, which led to increased international trade and exploration
along Canada’s western shores.

Design
Maritime artist John Horton presents an artistic rendering of
Captain James Cook’s arrival at Nootka Sound in April 1778. Towering
mountains and the timbered headland of Bligh Island provide a
stunning backdrop to this historical portrait. Viewed in three-quarter
profile, a stern-looking Cook keeps a watchful eye on his ship and crew
while holding a telescope in one hand, his Admiralty orders in the other.
Behind him is the HMS Discovery, which is moored a short distance
away from HMS Resolution , whose crew is unrigging the ship and
removing masts and spars in preparation for repairs. In the water, a
group of Nuu-chah-nulth approach the Resolution in a canoe, ready to
extend a friendly greeting. The obverse features the effigy of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II by Susanna Blunt.
History remembers Cook as the explorer whose voyages and
exceptional surveying skills changed European perceptions of the
Pacific region, by mapping many unknown shores throughout this vast
expanse of ocean.
During his first two voyages—one from 1768 to 1771 and another
from 1772 to 1775—Cook became the first European explorer to
reach New Zealand and Australia’s east coast, and the first to cross the
Antarctic Circle. In 1776, a third voyage sent him on a quest to find
the elusive Northwest Passage, which brought his two-ship expedition
to Canada’s Pacific coastline.
On April 1, 1778, HMS Resolution and HMS Discovery dropped
anchor near Yuquot, on the western coast of Vancouver Island. Cook
was cordially welcomed by Maquinna, chief of the Mowachat group
of the Nuu-chah-nulth, leading the crew to refer to the area as Friendly
Cove.
He was not the first European navigator to explore Canada’s West
Coast, but his was the first prolonged stay. During the month spent in
Nootka Sound, the crew repaired the ships while Cook explored the
area and engaged in local trade, exchanging metal goods for sea otter
pelts that soon made the area a trade centre.
The expedition set sail once more on April 26, 1778, on a northerly
course toward the Bering Sea. But Cook would not find the Northwest
Passage; stopped by the Arctic’s unyielding cold and ice, the expedition
made a return trip to the Hawaiian islands discovered the year before,
where Cook was killed in 1779. His legacy of exploration left an
indelible imprint on the history of the Pacific region, and Canada too,
where places like Cook’s Harbour (N.L.) and Resolution Cove (B.C.)
are lasting reminders of his passage through our coastal waters.

The 2018 proof silver dollar is limited to 20,000 and sells for $59.95
(RCM product #164257).
It is also available with selective gold-plating in the 2018 proof set,
limited to 15,000 and selling for $234.95 (RCM product #164786)

Did you know…
• Cook served as master of HMS Pembroke during the Seven Years’
War, where he participated in the Siege of Louisbourg and the
Battle of Quebec. But it was his skills as a cartographer that brought
him to the attention of the Admiralty and the Royal Society—
especially his detailed mapping of the Saint Lawrence River.
• Between 1762 and 1768, Cook explored Canada’s eastern coastline.
His survey of Newfoundland’s coast resulted in the first largescale, scientifically accurate charts of the coastal waters. Even in the
20th century, Cook’s maps continued to serve as a useful reference
tool for those sailing through these often-tricky waters.
• The name “Nootka Sound” may have arisen from a
misunderstanding: It has been said that upon arriving, Cook
mistakenly interpreted “itchme nutka” (“go around”) as the name
for the area he had originally named King George’s Sound.
• International trade flourished at Nootka Sound after Cook’s
expedition. Published accounts of his voyage brought British and
Spanish merchant ships to its shores, to trade for sea otter pelts. A
decade later, competing claims over trade and navigation in the area
pushed the two European nations to the brink of war.
• George Vancouver served as midshipman onboard Resolution
during Cook’s second voyage, and served on Discovery during the
third voyage. He would return to Nootka Sound in 1792 while
extensively charting the coast of British Columbia—including the
island that bears his name. William Bligh, the master onboard
Resolution, is another familiar name in maritime history—although
he is perhaps more widely remembered for the mutiny that occurred
onboard HMS Bounty during his command.
• Cook was known for running a tight ship; but having risen through
the Navy ranks, he put great importance on the health of his crew.
Daily bathing was required, and Cook also sought out fresh fruit at
every stop to keep scurvy at bay.
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About the Artist John M. Horton
by Brian Pybus from the Horton web site
In early January 1919, the London, England art season’s premier
event unfolded at the Royal Academy of Arts. The occasion was the
Canadian War Memorials Exhibition, a stunning display of paintings
and sculptures depicting the Canadian Expeditionary Force in World
War I.
Some forty years later, the same Royal Academy juried a young
Londoner’s paintings for exhibition. The canvases were considered
modest but promising. Today, John M. Horton looks back on a career
that has vaulted him to pre-eminence in the world of marine painters.
His work has also been exhibited many times by the Royal Society of
Marine Artists.
The earliest years were classic. A catastrophic accident, years of
convalescence and an over-protectiveness that can either smother or
allow an only child to bloom precluded the usual childhood pursuits.
Instead, his young energies were redirected into art – at which from
the beginning he excelled.
At sixteen, Horton was attending the Poole & Bournemouth
Schools of Art (the family had relocated from London when WWII
broke out) in concert with an apprenticeship in the shopfitting trade.
On weekends and evenings he was a Volunteer Reservist aboard HMS
Wessex. Five years later he joined the Royal Navy, serving in the Pacific
(“hydrogen bomb tests – it’s why I glow in the dark today!”), the
Atlantic and Arctic oceans engaged in Fishery Protection work.
Following naval service, Horton re-entered the shop fitting trade
with the venerable company of Frederick Sage & Co. of London,
engaged as a designer and architectural artist. It was here that he met
his mentor. Vic Barber, the firm’s chief designer, showed him tone
perspective and how, with a few deft changes and subtleties, the
portrayal could be made to leap out. The other profound influence on
his artistic life was the military painter Terence Cuneo; perhaps,
touches of Cuneo’s style can be detected in Horton’s works.
In 1966, he packed up his young family and immigrated to
Vancouver. Within weeks of his arrival, he had set up his architectural
rendering practice in the Marine Building, held an exhibition at the
Bayshore Inn and was promptly deluged with clients. Horton began
building an increasingly impressive portfolio alongside his architectural
work, taking on commissions of tugs, freighters, fishboats and naval
vessels.

The HMS Shannon and
USS Chesapeake
$500 2013 RCM collector
coin by John Horton

Horton’s insistence on historically accurate detail verges on the
pathologic, certainly unmatched by contemporaries. Many of his
canvases incorporate recognizable shore features. His dedication is such
that backgrounds must reflect the work’s period, whether it is presentday or the 18th century. And virtually all of his paintings reflect an
historical story.
His attention to technical accuracy and detail is equally legendary.
In order to get the lines and perspective just right, he always draws a
ship to the keel, although the finished canvas reflects a vessel only to
the waterline. He pores over original naval architectural plans,
renderings and ships logs. Patrons have observed that in viewing a
Horton canvas, one can determine the season, the time of day, the
atmosphere and even the temperature.
In May 2002 Horton returned from a stint with the Canadian naval
task group’s Operation Apollo in the Arabian Gulf. His impressions of
a modern navy in action are preserved on six canvases donated to the
nation. They reflect not only interdiction and boarding of suspect
vessels but also the dedication of the naval personnel themselves.
Continuing the practice of Canada’s war artists is assuredly of
enormous satisfaction to the traditional side of John Horton.

The RCM Lost Ships in Canadian Waters
series (2014-15) by Horton includes the
R.M.S. Empress of Ireland (above),
Franklin’s Lost Expedition (above right)
and the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald (right)
Artist John Horton holds
the R.M.S. Empress of Ireland collector coin
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COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER AND SPRING
Jan. 27 – 28, Hamilton, Annual CAND (Canadian Association of
Numismatic Dealers) Show, Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, 116 King St.
W. The Annual Show & Convention of the Canadian Association of
Numismatic Dealers returns to the Sheraton in Hamilton from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Sat; and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sun. Admission is $4 on
Saturday for adults and $2 for seniors; free for young collectors under
age of 12. and free admission on Sunday. This popular show – which
kicks off the coin show season for 2018 – features dealers from across
Canada. For more information contact Tom Kennedy, email
cand@cogeco.ca , telephone 519-271-8825. Website:
http://www.cand.org
Feb. 4, Paris, South Western Ontario Numismatics Coin and
Collectables show, Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St. Show hours 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. We have 35 dealers at over 55 tables of coins, paper money,
military & more to buy, sell & appraise. Hot & cold food and drinks
are available at the show. For more information contact Jared Stapleton,
email pariscoinshow@gmail.com, telephone 647-403-7334.
Feb. 18, Oshawa, COIN-A-RAMA, Jubilee Pavilion, 55 Lakeview
Park Ave. NEW VENUE! One day only. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free
dealer and membership draws, new hourly public draws and free
admission. Featuring paper, coins, tokens, medals, books & supplies
and many other items. So come out and look for that special item for
your collection or for a gift. I am sure you’ll find what you need. For
more information contact Sharon MacLean, email papman@bell.net,
telephone 905-728-1352. Website: http://www.oshawacoinclub.com
Feb. 24 – 25, Toronto, TOREX® – Canada’s National Coin Show &
Auctions, Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7. Under 16 Free!
Numismatic excellence since 1962 featuring Canada’s finest dealers
in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins, paper money, coin and paper
money supplies and reference books. Official Auctioneer: The
Canadian Numismatic Company. Auction viewing begins on Friday.
For more information contact Brian R Smith, email brian@torex.net,
telephone 416-705-5348. Website: http://www.torex.net
Mar. 4, Mississauga, Mississauga Coin & Stamp Show, John Paul II
Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd. Sponsored by the Troyak
Club. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Over 30 dealers & 60 dealer
tables. Canadian and world coins, banknotes, stamps and
supplies. Buy, sell, trade, appraise. For more information contact Les
Plonka, email leszekp@rogers.com, telephone 416-5057999. Website:
http://www.troyakclub.com
Mar. 24, Cambridge, 27 th Annual Cambridge Coin Show,
Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd. Hours: Sat. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is free. Cash donations to support the Cambridge Self
Help Food Bank gladly accepted. Buy, sell, trade and evaluate at
over 50 qualified dealer tables with coins, paper money, tokens,
medals, trade dollars, official Mint products, hobby supplies,
reference books and more. Fully accessible with free parking and
a lunch counter. A portion of show proceeds will be donated to
charity. For more information contact Ben Dettweiler (519) 8071881 or email coinshow@waterloocoinsociety.com Website:
http://www.waterloocoinsociety.com/events.php
Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

Apr. 20 – 22, Kitchener, Ontario Numismatic Association 56th
Annual Coin Show and Convention, Holiday Inn, 30 Fairway Rd.
S. Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.
Buy, sell, trade, appraisals. Coins, paper money, tokens and more!
Over 50 qualified dealer tables. Featuring a Youth Only Table and
a FREE Coin Kids Auction on Saturday. For updates, visit the ONA
website. For more information contact Robb McPherson, email
robb4640@sympatico.ca, telephone 519-577-7206. Website:
http://www.the-ona.ca/con2018.php
Apr. 7 – 8, Mississauga, National Postage Stamp and Coin Show,
Hilton Mississauga/Meadowvale, 6750 Mississauga Road. Presented
by Canadian Stamp News and Canadian Coin News, Hours: Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The show will feature stamp
and coin dealers from across Canada, who are selling, buying and
appraising all kinds of philatelic and numismatic materials. Admission
is only $3 on Saturday and FREE on Sunday. Parking is also free.
Check out our website for show updates and list of dealers. For more
information contact Mike Walsh, email info@trajan.ca, telephone
800-408-0352 Ext. 228. Website: http://www.stampandcoinshow.com
Apr. 28, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin Show, Colonel John McCrae
Legion Branch 234, 57 Watson Pkwy. S. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Not
just FREE admission to Guelph show, each attendee will receive a
coupon for FREE admission to the Toronto Coin Expo the following
week! Free level parking, fully accessible. Nothing but bargains!
Legendary lunch counter. Coins, banknotes, tokens, Canadian Tire
money, medals, books and supplies at more than 35 dealer tables.
Featuring some of Canada’s top numismatic dealers. Clubsponsored Kid’s Table for under 14; buy, sell, trade or evaluate. For
more information contact Mike Hollingshead, email
cholling@uoguelph.ca , telephone 519-823-2646. Website:
http://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.com
Apr. 28, Kingston, Kingston Spring Coin and Stamp Festival,
Ongwanada Resource Centre, 191 Portsmouth Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Dealers, consignment tables, kids stuff, displays, refreshments.
Free admission. Plenty of free parking nearby. For more information
contact Trevor Beresford, email trevor.beresford@sympatico.ca,
telephone 613-544-0272.
May 6, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club 67th Annual Spring Coin Show,
Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is
$1. Juniors are free when accompanied with an adult. Thirty-nine
dealer tables. Handicap accessible entrance. Plenty of free parking. For
more information contact Margaret Clarke, email mtclarke@mnsi.net,
telephone 519-735-0727. Website: http://www.windsorcoinclub.com
May 12, 2018, North York, North York Coin Club Annual Coin
Show, Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Avenue W. Hours: 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission, free parking, in a handicap accessible
facility. Our dealers offer all sorts of collectibles and feature coins,
paper money, tokens, Canadian Tire scrip, etc.; buy, sell, trade or
evaluate. Light refreshments on site. Tables for this show are sold out,
but contact us to be put on a waiting list. For more information contact
Paul Petch, email coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.com, telephone 416303-4417. Website: http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com/

