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THE BULLETIN FOR OCTOBER 2017
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day to all of you fellow
numismatists and to everyone who receives
the North York Coin Club’s monthly bulletin.

My Main Message is Participation
Another month has flown by and another
meeting of the 2018 R.C.N.A. planning
committee took place, of which all members
of this club are a part. When the club
accepted the responsibility of hosting the
R.C.N.A. convention for 2018, I expected
more than a handful of members to help out
with a few hours of their time spread over a
year. Boy was I wrong. I can’t put my finger
on a single reason why the participation
from club members is so low, but I would
welcome feedback that would give me some
insight into this. Apathy is my gut feeling
about the subject but most of you seem
interested in numismatics because the
turnout for most meeting is generally very
good. Maybe Netflix is competing with the
hobby for its member’s time and TV is
winning. I’m not sure.
I told the membership that I was going
to sound like a broken record if the
participation in the club’s activities did not
expand beyond the four or five members
who are generous with their time and freely
offer it and their opinion on matters
important to the clubs operation. It doesn’t
matter if it is the club’s executive committee
or the R.C.N.A. 2018 convention planning
committee; most of the members seem to

have taken to sitting and watching the few
hard working members do all the work and
seem content just showing up. If this was
your home I think your spouse would have
tossed you out by now.
From this day forward maybe we can get
a few more of you to join us and come out
to one of these meetings that are only about
once a month or two. That is not much of
your time but I guarantee you that the
fulfillment within from doing good will
make you want to participate more in the
future. You need only to take the first baby
step and come out to the next meeting and
give it a try. That’s it on this subject for this
month; now back to the regular club news.

NYCC Annual Coin Show
The club’s main money making event
for the year is our annual coin show that will
be held May 12 2018 in the Banquet room,
the same room most of our club meetings at
Edithvale are held. The club’s annual coin
show is always a sold out event so if you are
planning on renting a table it’s never too
early to reserve it. See Paul Petch with your
cash and a table will be reserved for you.
Better yet take two tables and team up with
another or two and share the experience.

We’re Collecting Your Money
It’s that time of year again when our
treasurer Ben starts collecting the dues for
the upcoming year and also for our festive

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Our feature speaker for the October
meeting is NYCC member Paul Petch.
Paul will talk about the Royal Canadian
Mint’s “Animated Products” of 2015 when
they partnered with Warner Brothers and
presented a series of coins showing some
of their cartoon characters.
Bring along your recent finds or
special treasures to share with us during
the show and tell!
Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really fine
auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply of
draw prize material.
meeting in December. Now I know that
December is a long way in the future, as is
our show in May, but everyone knows that
time flies. The festive meeting is scheduled
for December 5th at Tucker’s Marketplace,
on Carlson Court near the airport, as it has
the previous years. I urge everyone to save
the day, pay Ben your dues and for your
holiday meal so that these bookkeeping
items can be completed before Ben goes on
his vacation.
Continued page 3...

Remember that our next Executive and Convention Planning Meeting is Tuesday, November 14 —
Bring your money: Treasurer Ben Boelens invites you to pay your
$35 for each person attending the December dinner at Tucker’s and the $10 for your 2018 club membership dues!
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NEWS OF THE AUGUST 2017 MEETING
The 636th meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the
Edithvale Community Centre. It was hammered to order at 7:36 p.m.
with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 28 members and 3
guests in attendance.
The first order of business was the on-time attendance draw.
Member Peter White was not present when his name was drawn to
receive the on-time attendance draw prize of $15.00. The draw will
increase to $20.00 for the October 24th meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they had noticed any errors or
omissions in the minutes of the August meeting as published in the
September newsletter. With no corrections identified, Dick Dunn
made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Norman
G. Gordon. Motion carried.
Ben Boelens, our treasurer, was not able to attend the meeting; no
financial report was given.
Andrew Silver introduced our guest speaker for the evening,
Michael Rogozinski. Andrew has known Michael for a number of years
having grown up with him in the same neighbourhood in Montreal.
Michael is the owner of Empire Auctions Inc., which runs a
monthly auction in Toronto and Montreal. He introduced himself as
an avid collector of high-end numismatic material who has been
collecting since he was ten years old. He is recognized by many as an

Andrew Silver introduces the speaker

Michael also showed examples of
classic mint-issue cases

expert numismatist. His topic for the evening was Canadian Specimen
and Proof coins; a history and an explanation of terms: Business Strike,
Proof, Specimen and Proof-like. Michael used excellent images of a
number of example coins to illustrate his talk; including a 1917
Newfoundland 25-cent piece that he spotted for sale as a normal
business strike but realized that it was a specimen coin. Many of the
members present participated with specific questions relative to their
area of interest. Bill presented Michael with a Certificate of
Appreciation; a small token of our gratitude. We hope to see Michael
back at a future date.
Bill then resumed the business portion of the meeting to discuss a
couple of items that remained on the agenda. He first reminded
everyone that Ben Boelens is now collecting Club membership dues
for 2018. He then introduced the topic of planning for our Annual
Holiday meeting; mentioning that this year we would move the festive
banquet to the first Tuesday in December, the 5th, because of a conflict
with a previously booked meeting on the second Tuesday. He took the
action item to arrange the booking with the manager at Tuckers
Marketplace, located at 15 Carlson Court in Etobicoke. Moving on,
Bill reminded members that Paul Petch was once again arranging for
our annual Coin Show on May 12, 2018. He mentioned that Paul is
now ready to receive payment for tables and recommended that anyone
that was seriously interested should pay for their table early to avoid
disappointment. Bill also reminded members that we are holding 2018
Convention Committee meetings every other
month and asked people to mark their
calendars and remember to attend. We also
discussed some of the details of the Canada
150 medal program.
Ashort refreshment break was called from
8:30–8:50 p.m.
We resumed the meeting with our regular
auction and our customary lucky draw. Lucky
draw numbers were called at various times
while the auction took place. Lucky draw
winners for the evening were: Philip T (2),
Richard Duquette (4), David Potok (2), Vince
Chiappino (2), Franco Farronato, Tony Hine,
Harvey Shutter and Bob Velensky. The club
earned $33.75 through the sale of the draw
1936 Specimen coins taken from a ‘dot’ set

Royal Mint Proot

Heaton Mint Specimen

Business Strike
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tickets! Our auction manager, Paul Johnson, reported that receipts from
the auction added $26.35 to the club coffers. We thank Dick Dunn our
auctioneer, Andrew Silver who volunteered as runner and Paul Johnson
our auction manger for their help with the auction.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting
the club through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations.
We would like to thank Italo Villella for his donation of Canadian 25cent coins. Please consider supporting your club through a donation
of numismatic material or other items. (Don’t forget to mention your
donations to the club secretary so that your support can be recognized
in the minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 24,
in the 1st floor Banquet Room of the Edithvale Community Centre. The
next Executive Meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 14 at
Bill O’Brien’s Trend Signs office location. We hope to see everyone
there!

Newfoundland 25-cent 1917 specimen

President Bill O’Brien (left)
thanks our speaker, Michael Rogozinski

Royal Mint Province of Canada 1858 Specimen Set

President’s Message ... continued from page 1
Let’s Make it a Sell Out
Don’t forget the NYCC Canada 150 medal that was stuck
recently as part of the R.C.N.A. program celebrating Canada’s
birthday and was spearheaded by our own Henry Nienhuis. With
the holiday season fast approaching, the few medals still remaining
would make a fantastic gift for the collector on your list, or even
for yourself! Don’t snooze on this item because once the few
remaining medals as gone, that’s it. It was a very low mintage and
only a handful remain.

Check out these Shows
The dull and bleak weather found this time of year should not
keep you at home as the roads are still clear of snow, for now, so
venture out before the inevitable happens and winter officially
returns. The show schedule is almost non-stop at this time of year
with a large Trajan sponsored show in Mississauga on October 2829 and the Coin-A-Rama 57th annual show, this year in a new
location and on a new date, so go out and check it out.

The following weekend on November 4 the Scarborough Coin
Club hold their annual show in the usual place. The final item that
may be of interest to some club members is a travelling exhibit down
at the Old Mill on the Remembrance Day weekend of November
11-12. Ukrainepex 2017 is an international Ukrainian themed
exhibit of stamps, coins, medals etc. that may interest members of
that heritage.

Until the 24th …
Well that’s about all I have to say this month besides my standard
rants. The draw prize cupboard is still empty and I encourage
everyone to bring a few items to the next meeting so we can
replenish the kitty. The meeting on the 24th we will be having a wellknown numismatist who will be blending two of his passions into
a can’t miss presentation. So please plan on attending and enjoy an
evening out listening to an interesting talk. Until we meet on the 24th,
start thinking about how you can start volunteering some of your
time to make the hobby more enjoyable for all.
Bill O’Brien
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SEA CREATURES ON GREEK COINS
PRESENTED BY THE NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION AND COINWEEK, JULY 18, 2017
ALL IMAGES ARE COURTESY OF CNG
Finely engraved images of
animals and mythic creatures are
commonplace on ancient Greek
coins. The spectrum is incredible,
ranging from imaginary creatures
to the kinds of animals the ancients
encountered in everyday life.
Among the most frequently
shown are aquatic creatures. This is
hardly surprising as seas and rivers
were vital to the Greeks, who
depended upon them for food, trade
and travel.

An ancient people’s reliance on the sea is reflected in its money

Figure 1
A silver litra
from Syracuse

Figure 2
A copper onkia
from Syracuse

There is no better place to start a visual survey than at Syracuse,
one of the great maritime cities of the Greek world. Above are two
coins that show an octopus. The first is a silver litra likely struck
in the 460s BCE; the second is a copper coin struck a little more than
a century later, and in a distinctly different style. In both cases, one
can appreciate how the artists were careful to present the octopus
with accuracy.
Also common in the sea and in rivers were shell creatures that
the Greeks harvested for food and for commercial use. Shown next
are two types of shells as portrayed on silver coins from Southern
Italy. Figure 3 is a cockle shell on a litra of Taras struck in the 480s
or 470s BCE; Figure 4 is a mussel shell (beneath an ear of grain)
on a didrachm of Cumae from the late fifth or early fourth centuries
BCE.
And now for a completely different kind of shell—one attached
to a turtle. The Greek island of Aegina, not far from Athens, struck

Figure 3
A litra
from Taras

Figure 4
A didrachm
from Cumae

untold millions of silver staters depicting sea turtles from the midsixth through the mid-fifth Centuries BCE. The example shown in
Figure 5 is especially well detailed.
The tuna fish (‘tunny fish’) was an important resource for the
ancient Greeks, especially those along the waterway that linked the
Aegean Sea and the Black Sea. The most powerful city in that
region, Cyzicus, routinely portrayed the tunny fish on its coinage.

Figure 5
A silver stater
from Aegina
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Figure 6
A 1/12-stater
from Cyzicus

Shown above is a 1/12-stater issued at Cyzicus between circa
600 to 550 BCE. It is made of electrum, an alloy of gold and silver,
and offers a most inventive design showing a full tunny fish beneath
a tunny tail and a tunny head.

Figure 7
A 1/6-stater
from Cyzicus

A tunny also appears on the Cyzicus electrum sixth-stater
(‘hecte’) shown above. It was struck sometime between about 550
and 450 BCE. and shows two dolphins surrounding a tunny fish.

Figure 10
A stater
from Argos

Next is a stater of the mid-fourth century BCE from Argos, a city
of the Greek Peloponnesus. On its reverse is a beautiful composition
in which two dolphins encircle a crab.

Figure 11
A didrachm
from Acragas

Figure 12
A didrachm
from Himera

Figure 8
A didrachm
from Taras

Dolphins are perhaps the most frequently depicted sea animal
on Greek coins. Shown here are three examples in silver. First is a
didrachm of Taras from the late fourth century BCE. which portrays
a young man riding a dolphin—an endearing scene that relates to
the foundation mythology of the city.

Figure 13
A tetradrachm
from the
island of Cos

Crabs appear on a large number of Greek coins, including the silver
coins illustrated above: didrachms of the Sicilian cities of Acragas (late
sixth century BCE) and Himera (early fifth century BCE), and a
tetradrachm of the island of Cos (mid-fourth century BCE).

Figure 9
A didrachm
from Sinope
Figure 14
A tetradrachm
from Acragas

Second is a drachm of Sinope, a city on the southern coast of
the Black Sea. It also was struck in the late fourth Century BCE, and
it shows a most intriguing scene of an eagle perched on the back of
a dolphin. This image is hard to interpret: is the eagle attacking the
dolphin, or are the two animals somehow engaged harmoniously?
Unfortunately, the answer is not recorded in the surviving ancient
literature.

Other coins of Acragas portray crabs along with a variety of other
sea creatures. They include the rare silver tetradrachm of the late fifth
century BCE. illustrated above. It shows a large fish—a grouper,
and perhaps specifically a mero—beneath a crab, which is flanked
by a cockle shell and a sea snail (both of which are hard to see due
to an incomplete strike).
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Figure 15
A tetras
from Acragas

Figure 16
A hemilitron
from Acragas

We continue at Acragas with the two copper coins shown above,
both of the late fifth century BCE. First is a tetras that shows a crab
over an intricately detailed crayfish; next is a hemilitron that shows
a conch shell and an octopus beneath a crab that clutches a sea
snake.

Figure 17
A hemilitron
from Acragas

Figure 18
A tetradrachm
from Syracuse

Next is a silver tetradrachm of Syracuse from the 460s BCE,
shown above, which depicts a chariot, beneath which is a serpentlike sea creature called a ketos.

Figure 19
A shekel
from Byblos

Equally fantastic is the hippocamp beneath a war galley on a
silver shekel (above) issued ca. 400 to 365 BCE at the Phoenician
city of Byblos. A further marine element is the murex shell nestled
beneath the hippocamp.

Figure 20
A stater from
Itanus on the
island of Crete

A perfect way to end this survey is with some fanciful marine
creatures from the realm of mythology. We’ll start with a copper
hemilitron of Acragas from the late fifth century BCE that is
illustrated above. It shows a marine deity—perhaps a Triton—
holding aloft a conch shell with which he appears ready to make a
thunderous sound.

Go Leafs Go!

Finally, we can enjoy the silver stater above, which was issued
c. 380 to 350 BCE at the city of Itanus on the island of Crete. It
features a marvelous marine deity (Glaukos) comprised of a male
human torso and a fish tail, which holds a fish and a barbed trident.

As the Toronto Maple Leafs took to the ice for the first home game of
the 2017-2018 season on October 7, the Royal Canadian Mint unveiled a
special one-dollar circulation coin to celebrate the team’s 100th anniversary.
Designed by Canadian artist Steven Rosati, the reverse depicts the
emblematic Maple Leafs logo flanked by classic wood and modern
composite hockey sticks which, along with the dates 1917 and 2017,
symbolize the team’s 100-year history. A puck at the top of the design
completes the look of this unforgettable hockey-themed coin, of which five
million examples are now starting to circulate.
You don’t have wait to find these commemorative $1 coins in change.
For $5, plus standard letter shipping and handling, you will receive five $1
coins in a specially sealed keepsake. They may be ordered from the RCM
web site at http://mint.ca/leafs100

Royal Canadian Mint President and CEO Sandra Hanington and Toronto Maple Leafs alumnus Wendel Clark unveil
a $1 circulation coin celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Maple Leafs in Toronto’s Maple Leafs Square
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RCM ISSUES CIRCULATING VIMY RIDGE COIN
FROM AN RCM PRESS RELEASE
In the spring of 1917, the Allies launched a new offensive on the
Western Front, where all four divisions of the Canadian Corps were
ordered to capture the heavily fortified Vimy Ridge. For the first time
ever, divisions from all across Canada fought side-by-side at the
same time to secure victory.
The Royal Canadian Mint is commemorating the 100th
Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge with a limited edition (5
million mintage) $2 circulation coin. This special coin honours the
Canadians at Vimy, where their valour and sacrifice contributed to
a defining moment for our young nation and its military. This special
circulation coin was unveiled on October 5, 2017 at The Military
Museums in Calgary.
Designed by Canadian artist Tony Bianco, the coin design
features the Canadian National Vimy Memorial in Vimy, France
flanked by a First World War soldier on the left and a veteran soldier
on the right. Appearing beneath the image of the Memorial, the word From left: Military Museums Senior Curator Rory Cory,
Royal Canadian Mint President and CEO Sandra Hanington,
“Vimy” is engraved between the soldier and veteran.
Vimy Foundation Executive Director Jeremy Diamond and
For $10, plus standard letter mail shipping
Bishop Carroll High School Student Rachel Barlow unveil a
and handling, the RCM offers five $2
$2 circulation coin commemorating the 100th anniversary
business strike coins in specially sealed
of the Battle of Vimy Ridge at the Military Museums in
keepsake packaging. The offer is
Calgary, AB
available through the RCM web
site at
http://www.mint.ca/vimy100

Library and Archives Canada/PA-001270
Library and Archives Canada/PA-001079

One of the most important components to this Allied offensive was
the capture of Vimy Ridge, a heavily fortified escarpment that provided
sweeping views of the flat landscape below. The previous attempts to
storm this enemy stronghold had failed—until those fateful four days
in April 1917, when all four divisions of the Canadian Corps came
together for the first time in history to fight as one in a methodically
planned operation that became a defining moment for our nation.

Canada’s soldiers emerged from the hard-fought battle as an
offensive force to be reckoned with, and a surging sense of national
identity—on the battlefield and at home. Nearly 3,600 Canadians
were killed during the intense four-day operation, and 7,000 more
wounded. Four Canadians earned the Victoria Cross for their actions
at Vimy Ridge; as for Byng, the future Governor General of Canada
was promoted to the Third British Army shortly after. In his place, 41year-old Arthur Currie took up command of the Canadian Corps—the
first Canadian to ever lead his nation’s army in battle.
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MEDALLIC ARTIST MARY GILLICK
From the CoinsWeekly Newsletter of October 12, 2017 and the Royal Mint Blog
Trained as a sculptor at Nottingham School
of Art and the Royal College of Art, Mary
Gaskell Gillick (née Tutin) (1881-1965)
won a competition in 1952 that would
see her art in everyone’s pockets: her
portrait of Queen Elizabeth II
appeared on both British and
Commonwealth coinage and was in
use in Canada from 1953 until 1964.
She is currently being honoured
in Britain with an exhibition at the
Henry Moore Institute in Leeds Gillick’s Canadian design as
“Mary Gillick: Her Art in your it appears on a 1953 5-cents
Pocket”. This display is the first dedicated to Gillick’s sculpture, and
presents plaster models, drawings and photographs showing her
working processes for the production of coins, medals and portrait
reliefs.
Mary Gillick was born in Nottingham and studied at Nottingham
School of Art (1898-1902) before completing her training at the Royal
College of Art (1902-04) under the sculptor Édouard Lantéri (18481917). She met fellow sculptor Ernest George Gillick (1874-1951)
while at Nottingham and they married in 1905, forming what was
described in her obituary as ‘an ideal working partnership’based at their
studio and home at Moravian Close in Chelsea from 1914.
Gillick was a regular exhibitor at the Royal Academy of Arts from
1911, with her lead garden sculpture ‘Adam’being displayed in 1933.
A companion piece – ‘Eve’ – was also shown at the Royal Academy
and purchased from the exhibition in 1934 by Charles Boot (the
entrepreneur behind Pinewood Studios) for his home, Thornbridge Hall
in Derbyshire. Although the whereabouts of these two lead sculptures
is unknown, the current exhibition features plaster casts of both
‘Adam’ and ‘Eve’ lent by the Gillick Estate, which are on display in
public for the first time.
Gillick was well known during her lifetime for her medallic relief
work and for the production of memorial portrait plaques for public
buildings, but she is most widely remembered for her portrait of
Queen Elizabeth II designed for the obverse of British and

Mary Gillick carving Sir Thomas More for
Crosby Hall (1926)

Commonwealth coinage. Gillick won the commission from a field of
seventeen when she was seventy-one years old, recently bereaved and
in poor health.
The commission had to strike a delicate balance between traditional
numismatic design and the optimistic post-war spirit of the ‘New
Elizabethans’ exemplified by the 1951 “Festival of Britain”. First
struck in 1953, her depiction was unconventional because the new
monarch was shown uncrowned and truncated at the shoulder in a
design used in Britain that was informed by the early Victorian bun
penny and sixteenth-century lettering.
In her submission for the competition, Mary described her work
in the following words: “My aim is always to try in the first place for
good design, the head well placed within the circle, the lines of the
silhouette composing well with the circle, and the lettering used as an
essential part of the design and not as something added afterwards.
After getting, so far as one can, these things, then to try for as good a
portrait as possible.” Gillick worked on the portrait between March and
October 1952, with one sitting and close supervision by the Duke of
Edinburgh. The portrait was first modelled in wax and then cast in
plaster, when Gillick began to experiment with the inscription around
the edge. With each variation another mould and cast were made until
she had refined the design sixty-three times. “A talented and sensitive
sculptress (whose) deeply laid convictions and her training caused her
to work in the academic tradition of the west, though she always had
sympathy and understanding for what younger artists were doing so
long as this was based on technical competence. ”
The Gillicks were firmly embedded in the world of inter-war and
post-war British sculpture, with Sydney Cockerell, Kenneth Clark,
Meredith Frampton, Gertrude Hermes, Laura Knight, Eric Kennington,
Gilbert Ledward, Alfred Munnings and Charles Wheeler among their
friends and acquaintances.
From the paper silhouettes Gillick made as a sixteen-year-old in
1897, the exhibition follows the trajectory of her career through the
portrait commissions of Lionel Michael Lowry Barnwell (1947),
Frederic Anstruther Cardew (1950), Queen Elizabeth II (1952) and
Kathleen Ferrier (1958) from the Sculpture Collection and Archive of
Sculptors’ Papers of Leeds Museums and Galleries.

Sculptor Mary Gillick with the plaster
of her design for HM Queen Elizabeth
II’s first definitive coin portrait. Image
held at the Royal Mint Museum

Plaster of Mary Gillick’s definitive coin
portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
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BIG MAPLE LEAF COIN STOLEN — AND RECOVERED (SORT OF)
by Luke Barnes for MailOnLine July 28, 2017

• The coin, weighing 2211bs, was stolen from the
Bode museum on March 27
• Police believe the thieves melted the coin down into
a solid 100kg gold bar
• Officers have arrested four young men in
connection with the brazen raid
• The suspects are believed to have connections the
Lebanese Mafia
One of five Big Maple Leaf coins created by the Royal Canadian
Mint in 2007 had been on display in Berlin’s Bode Museum since 2010.
It was stolen around 3:30 a.m. local time on Monday, March 27, 2017.
Police said that it appears the thieves gained access to the museum from
the city tram tracks, which were shut down at the time. The thieves used
a ladder to bridge the distance between the tracks and a museum
window, which they jarred open. According to updated reports, German
investigators believe that it took only about 25 minutes for thieves to
make off with a 100-kilogram pure gold coin.

There was originally no
mention how the thieves bypassed
the museum’s security system,
however it is now thought that a
museum supervisor may have been
part of the plot allowing the gang to
infiltrate the Canadian maple leaf
coin’s bullet-proof glass.
After breaking the glass the
burglars exited the museum the
same way they came in. The coin
was then moved along the tracks to
the Hackescher Markt, a popular
market square in the city, and was
then lowered to the ground using a
pulley system.

“It’s definitely a case that involved a high amount of criminal
energy,” Bernhard Weisser, the director of the Bode Museum’s
Numismatic Collection, was quoted by the Globe and Mail as saying.
Weisser said that the theft has been an “absolute catastrophe for the
museum.” The Bode Museum has one of the world’s most extensive
collections of modern and ancient coins with more than 540,000 items.
While the coin has a face value of $1 million, at current prices the
coin is worth around $4 million as gold was hovering around $1,245
an ounce. Gold prices have fallen more than 1% since the coin was first
stolen; the same day prices hit a one-month high.
But now police in Berlin say they may have finally recovered the
solid Queen Elizabeth II coin—in the shape of a melted-down gold bar.
Police have arrested four young men, aged between 18 and 20, after
armed raids on an Arab mafia family—believed to be from Lebanon.
Armed officers in balaclavas raided a property in the Neukoelln
area of Berlin, earlier in July. One of the suspects is believed to be a
former museum supervisor, and the others were linked to another
Arab clan suspected of being involved with other thefts.
B e r l i n
Police
had
complained
that they had
suffered several
problems
cooperating
with Lebanese
authorities to
get
more
information
about the family. CCTV footage captured the gang as they fled from
the museum in Berlin, but they were able to conceal their identities
Prosecutor Martina Lamb described how she believed the men had,
with the help of someone who worked at the museum, used a ladder,
wheelbarrow and rope to extract the coin and escape with it.
The coin, 53 centimetres (20 inches) in diameter and 3 centimetres
thick, even made it into the Guinness Book of Records for its unrivalled
degree of purity. Carsten Pfohl, of the regional crime office, said:
‘Unfortunately, we assume that it has been at least partly, if not
completely, broken down.’One police source said criminals might
have added copper while melting down the gold, so as to completely
obscure its traces.
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COMING EVENTS FOR FALL 2017
Oct. 22, North Bay, Fall 2017 Northeastern Antique, Collectible
& Nostalgia Show, North Bay Elks Club, 325 Elks Ln. 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. $5 admission. 12 and under free. Largest collectible show in
Northern Ontario featuring coins; extensive stock of
commemorative medals and tokens; stamps; postcards; vintage
toys; posters; militaria; comics; small antiques; vinyl and much
more. Lunch counter. Door prizes. For more information contact
Jeff Fournier, email jfournier14@gmail.com, telephone 705-4911735.
Website:
http://www.facebook.com/northeasternantiquecoincollectible
Oct. 22, Stratford, Stratford Coin Show, The Festival Inn, 1144
Ontario St. Hours:10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $2 adults, 16 and
under free. Buy and sell coins, paper money, tokens. For more
information contact Larry Walker, email lswalker@cyg.net ,
telephone 519-271-3352. Website: http://www.stratfordcoinclub.ca
Oct. 28 – 29, Mississauga, The fall edition of the National Postage
Stamp & Coin Show will be held at a new venue for 2017: the Hilton
Mississauga/Meadowvale at 6750 Mississauga Road, Mississauga
ON. Presented by Canadian Coin News and Canadian Stamp News.
The Saturday (10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) and Sunday (10 a.m. - 4 p.m.) show
will feature coin and stamp dealers from across Canada, who are
selling, buying and appraising all kinds of numismatic and philatelic
materials. Admission is only $3 on Saturday and FREE on Sunday.
Parking is also free. Special room rate available at the hotel. Check
out our website for show updates and list of dealers. For more
information contact Mike Walsh, email mwalsh@trajan.ca ,
telephone
905-646-4820.
Website:
http://www.stampandcoinshow.com
Oct. 29, Oshawa, COIN-A-RAMA, Jubilee Pavilion, 55 Lakeview
Park Ave. One day only. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer
and membership draws, New hourly public draws, free admission,
featuring paper, coins, tokens, medals, books & supplies and many
other items. So come out and look for that special item for your
collection or for a gift. I am sure you’ll find what you need. For more
information contact Sharon, email papman@bell.net, telephone
905-728-1352. Website: http://www.oshawacoinclub.com
Nov. 4, Scarborough, Scarborough Coin Club 21st Annual Coin
Show, Cedarbrook Community Centre, 91 Eastpark Blvd. One day
only. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission and draws. Coins, paper
money, tokens, medals, club table, etc. Refreshments available. We
are at the location where our club meets. For more information
contact Dick Dunn, email cpms@bell.net.
Nov. 4, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Coin Club, Our Lady of Peace
Hall, 6944 Stanley Avenue This popular one-day show in beautiful
Niagara will feature dealers from across Canada selling and buying
coins, paper money, tokens, books, supplies, jewellery, stamps,
post cards, militaria and sports cards. Show opens at 9 a.m. and runs
until 4 p.m. For more information contact Andy Grecco, telephone
905-227-3534.
Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

Nov. 5, Sudbury, Sudbury Coin and Stamp Show, Dynamic Earth,
Big Nickel Rd. Nickel Belt Coin Club and the Sudbury Stamp Club
will again be extending a welcome to collectors. Our location
cannot be missed as we have the BIG NICKEL to show the way.
There will be displays, vendors, guest speakers, and lots for the
kids. Looking forward to seeing you there. For more information,
email robert.denton@sympatico.ca, telephone 705-626-3305.
Website: http://www.nickelbeltcoinclub.com
Nov. 12, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club 66th Annual Fall Coin
Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is $1. Juniors free when accompanied by an adult.
Thirty-nine dealer tables. Handicap accessible entrance. Plenty of
free parking. For more information contact Margaret Clarke, email
mtclarke@mnsi.net , telephone 519-735-0727. Website:
http://www.windsorcoinclub.com
Nov. 18 – 19, Toronto, TOREX® – Canada’s National Coin Show,
Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7. Under 16 Free! Featuring
Canada’s finest dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins,
paper money, coin and paper money supplies and reference books.
Official Auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic Company. Auction
viewing begins on Friday. For more information contact Brian R.
Smith, email brian@torex.net, telephone 416-705-5348. Website:
http://www.torex.net
Nov. 25, St. Catharines, Canada Coin News’ Open House, North
End Plaza, 103 Lakeshore Rd. Canadian Coin News invites you to
our first Christmas Open House at our St. Catharines’ office, from
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. This will be an opportunity to meet some of our
writers and columnists. As well, we will also be offering some
fantastic specials from our supplies store – coinstampsupplies.com
– just in time for Christmas. Join us for coffee and Christmas treats.
For more information contact Mike Walsh, email
mwalsh@trajan.ca , telephone 905-646-4820. Website:
http://www.canadiancoinnews.ca
Dec. 3, Brampton, Rotary Club of Brampton Coin and Trading
Card Show, Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden Rd.
E. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $3, under 14 free and free
parking. Buy, sell, trade and appraise at more than 40 tables of
dealers, including a children’s table. Funds raised for children’s
charities. For more information contact Willard Burton, email
willardb@bwcoins.com, telephone 905-450-2870.
May 12, 2018, North York, North York Coin Club Annual Coin
Show, Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Avenue W. Hours:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission, free parking, in a handicap
accessible facility. Our dealers offer all sorts of collectibles and
feature coins, paper money, tokens, Canadian Tire scrip, etc.; buy,
sell, trade or evaluate. Light refreshments on site. For more
information
contact
Paul
Petch,
email
coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.com, telephone 416-303-4417.
Website: http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com/

