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THE BULLETIN FOR JUNE AND JULY 2017
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day to all of you fellow
numismatists and to everyone who receives
the North York Coin Club’s monthly bulletin.
Mother Nature has finally decided to turn the
heat on and boy did she ever crank it up with
temperatures for the past few days in the low
thirties. I love it; I live for this time of year and
the freedom to spend your days outside.
Remember to take time during your busy days
to be outside enjoying yourself. That still
leaves the late evening and night to research
your recent acquisition. It’s a perfect balance
of life!
I’m writing this message one week early
to allow our editor time off for the marriage
of his daughter. See, some things are more
important than numismatics.
Well back to why they call this a
numismatic bulletin. Informing the members
about the news from the club and events or
activities that we feel would be of interest to
the North York members. That said we still
have the June 27th meeting before our summer
recess.
The club activities are winding down for
the summer season but we have one last guest
speaker to offer before the recess. Ron Cheek
will again bless us with a talk, this time about
Confederation Medals. If Ron’s presentation
is anything like his previous ones, this will be
a meeting that you do not want to miss. Start
off the summer with a Tuesday evening
relaxing in an air-conditioned building
listening to a very interesting talk. That all
said, come out and enjoy.

REMEMBER:
NO MEETING IN JULY

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 27
We start gathering in the Banquet Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
This month we are pleased to once again welcome Ron
Cheek, an old friend of this club, as our guest speaker with
his topic, “The 1867 Confederation Medal.” Ron will
discuss the Dominion of Canada's first medal, which
he believes to be the most beautiful and elegant medal
our country has ever issued. Much has been written
and speculated about this medal. With some seldomseen images, Ron will attempt to sort it out for us and
put it in context, and he will also discuss related
medals issued since the original. What a wonderful
topic as we celebrate our sesquicentennial Canada Day
later in the week!
Bring along your recent finds or special treasures to share
with us during the show and tell!
Please remember to bring your auction lots so we can have a really fine auction
at this meeting. Also, we appreciate all donations to our supply of draw prize material.
Helping the club can be accomplished
more ways than volunteering your time. The
club is one of many numismatic clubs across
Canada who, in conjunction with the
R.C.N.A., is selling a club medal with the
Canada 150 logo incorporated into the design
and our club symbol on the other side. Please
either purchase one of the limited edition .999
silver medals or the bronze medal version.
These sesquicentennial keepsakes will be
available at the next meeting.
Speaking about the R.C.N.A., it’s almost
getting to be too late to make your
arrangements and attend the annual
convention this July 18-23 at Mortagne Hotel
in Boucherville PQ. Don’t delay any longer:
visit http://rcna.ca/2017/ for hotel contact

information and much more. You can even
register for the convention on line. As always
it’s the numismatic event of the year and the
largest three-day bourse in the country. The
local club has a series of excellent tours and
banquet planned and all the national collector
clubs are having meetings including the newly
formed Hudson Bay Company Collectors
Society. Make a full week trip down to
Montreal and enjoy the vibrant European
Continued page 3...
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NEWS OF THE MAY 2017 MEETING
The 633rd meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 in the 1st floor Banquet room at the Edithvale
Community Centre. It was hammered to order at 7:34 p.m. with our
President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 27 members and 1 guest in
attendance.
The first order of business was the on-time attendance draw.
Member Tony Hine was present when his name was drawn to receive
the on-time attendance draw prize of $5.00. Tony immediately donated
his winnings back to the club. The draw will reset to $5.00 for the June
27th meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they had noticed any errors or
omissions in the minutes of the April meeting as published in the May
newsletter. With no corrections identified, Phillip Simms made a
motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Harvey Shutter.
Motion carried.
Our Treasurer, Ben Boelens, then gave a brief report on the club’s
financial status.
There were three items of business. First, Jared Stapleton invited
everyone to the upcoming Toronto Coin Expo on June 2 and 3. He
reminded everyone of the complementary club table and suggested that
anyone interested in volunteering time should talk to Henry Nienhuis.
Phillip Simms reminded members of the Numismatic Buddy initiative
that he is spearheading and said he would be happy to talk to anyone
interested. Henry Nienhuis introduced the topic of the upcoming
R.C.N.A. convention and invited everyone to join the Association in
Boucherville, Quebec, for the greatest numismatic event in Canada!
Bill reminded everyone that the next meeting of the R.C.N.A.
Convention committee would take place in the Board Room (211) on
the second floor of the Edithvale Community centre on Thursday, June
15. He asked members to mark their calendars!
With the business of the club now concluded Bill asked everyone
if they had brought in a show-and-tell. Roger Fox came to the front to
talk about Vignettes. He brought along a number of items with very
detailed, intaglio printed, vignettes as examples. Norm Belsten brought
along a few, unique souvenirs of the annual CAWMC meeting held in
conjunction with the R.C.N.A. conventions. Harvey Shutter brought

along an interesting twoonie, with an off-centre core, that he received
in change. It appeared to Harvey that the coin itself might be concave.
Chris Poissant brought along a scarce bronze follies of Constantine II
depicting Jupiter on the reverse. The piece had a very nice “desert
patina” in the fields, which highlighted the design elements.
Remembering the old collector adage “Buy the Book Before Buying
the Coin,” Marvin Kay mentioned that he had brought along a few
books from his collection and invited people to make an offer. Ben
Boelens mentioned that, in doing some spring-cleaning just prior to
selling his house, he found four uncirculated older $20 notes. You never
know what treasures you can find in old drawers.
Bill called for a short refreshment break from 8:24–8:40 p.m.
We resumed the meeting with our regular auction and our
customary lucky draw. Lucky draw numbers were called at various
times while the auction took place. Lucky draw winners for the evening
were- Vince Chiappino (2), Terry Maksymjuk (2), Linda McQuadeSimms (4), Phillip Simms, Chris Poissant (3), Richard Duquette,
Franco Farronato and Arie Yark. The club earned $23.00 through the
sale of the draw tickets! Our auction manager, Paul Johnson, reported
that receipts from the auction added $25.70 to the club coffers. We
thank David Quinlan our auctioneer and Jared Stapleton who
volunteered as runner for the auction.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting the
club through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations.
We wish to recognize Mark Argentino for his kind donations to the club.
Please consider supporting your club through a donation of numismatic
material or other items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations to the
club secretary so that your support can be recognized in the minutes
and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday, June 27, in
the 1st floor Banquet room of the Edithvale Community Centre. The
next host Convention Meeting will take place on Thursday, June 15
in the Edithvale second floor Boardroom. We hope to see everyone
there!

Norm Belsten showed these unique souveniers of the annual CAWMC meeting held during R.C.N.A. Conventions
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President’s Message ... continued from page 1
flavour, culture and a numismatic event all as a part of your visit. This
experience will help you get a better understanding about the national
convention. Hey why not even volunteer to help.
Speaking about the R.C.N.A. conventions next year’s
convention is here in the GTA at the Hilton Meadowvale, and if that
sounds familiar that’s where the R.C.N.A. 2014 convention was
held. Like the last convention we, the North York Coin Club, are
the host club and we need your help.
It is our turn to host the R.C.N.A. convention in 2018. It is being
held August 7-August 11 and the responsibility for its smooth
operation and providing its participants with a rewarding lasting
impression is in our hands. All the work is now at the planning stage
and we held a special meeting at Edithvale on June 15 just for that
purpose. I need all of you to help this club and volunteer your time
and energy in supporting this endeavour. Oh and by the way it will
be a major source of revenue for the club.

As I have mentioned before and will be doing again and again
during the next few years I encourage everyone to take on a more
active role within the club. This will lessen the burden of the few
who run the club and give all an opportunity to gain experience in
the operation of a club and the logistics of holding a national
convention.
The show schedule is also in holiday mode with few events
being offered for numismatics to find new or interesting material.
But be diligent as there are a few shows still that are available. Check
out the Coming Events listings.
Well I’m about done for the month but want to take my last few
words to thanks everyone for the ongoing assistance they have
shown me and hope you are all here for the ride over the next year
or so.
That’s it for me I hope to see all of you on the 27th at our usual
spot at Edithvale.
Bill O’Brien

THE NEWFOUNDLAND 25-CENT PIECE TURNS 100
From The Numismatist
During the summer of 1917 The Numismatist ran three short
items on Newfoundland coinage, specifically the arrival of a 25cent denomination that was struck in Ottawa. Robert Wallace
McLachlan had a good relationship with the Ottawa mint and
is the author responsible for each of the following items:

July 1917:
Newfoundland Now Has a Twenty-five-Cent Piece

AUGUST, 1917
Newfoundland’s New Twenty-five Cent Piece
Below we illustrate the new 25-cent piece of Newfoundland
recently issued to take the place of the 20-cent piece formerly in
circulation. Mr. R. W. McLachlan, who has kindly furnished a
specimen for illustration, made mention of this new coin in last
month’s issue. He writes as follows:

Under the date of June 13, 1917 Mr. R. W. McLachlan of
Montreal writes to The Numismatist that he has just received from
the Deputy Master of the Mint at Ottawa a specimen of the new
twenty-five-cent piece, which will take the place of the twenty-cent
piece formerly in circulation. Mr. McLachlan states that it differs
from the twenty-cent piece only in the figures “25” and the date and
a small “C” under the oval ornament under the date, the mint mark
of the Ottawa Branch of the Royal Mint.

Newfoundland Coins to Be Struck at Ottawa
While attending the annual meeting of the Royal Society of
Canada, at Ottawa, I learned that the new coinage for Newfoundland
is being struck at the Ottawa Branch mint. I have been told, also, that
the twenty-cent piece is to be superseded by a twenty-five-cent
piece. This I had expected for some time, as the cost of shipping
silver from this side to the Royal Mint and returning the coins to
Newfoundland must have been considerable, while the danger
through loss by submarines was always present.
This coinage is to bear the letter “C,” the mark of the Ottawa
Branch.
R. W. McLachlan

“This coinage was authorized by a proclamation issued at St.
John’s, Newfoundland, on April 24 last, but dated at Buckingham
Palace the 30th of March. I have also specimens of the 50, 10, 5 and
1-cent pieces, all bearing the Canadian mint mark “C.” I believe the
reason for this change from 20 to 25 cents was that the Canadian
mint, without a good deal of extra expense, had no facilities for
striking 20-cent pieces, and there was a desire on the part of the
Canadian Government to do away with the confusion between the
two coins.” [For many years Newfoundland 20-cent coins passed
as Canadian 25-cent coins. Ed.]
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THE FORGOTTEN 1927 DESIGNS
by Paul R. Petch with files from the Royal Canadian Mint
In his well-researched book on the history of the Royal Canadian
Mint, Striking Impressions, Dr. James Haxby examined
commemorative coinage proposed for 1927, the Diamond Jubilee
year of Confederation.
He relates that a coin design competition was proposed and that
contest rules were sent out in May 1927 to all qualified Canadian
artists. “The main artistic requirement was to refer, either
symbolically or in the inscription, to Confederation or its
anniversary.” This was a call for reverse designs to be used on 1-,
5-, 10- and 25-cent denominations with a $500 award for each
design accepted by the Finance Department.
Time was very short with a mid-June closing date. This resulted
in very few submissions, and those that did come in were, for the
most part, of low quality. None of the 10-cent designs were
considered worthy, but Gustav Hahn won for the 1-cent and the
Group of Seven artist J.E.H. MacDonald won for the 5- and 25-cents.
Typical of the very bad timing by officials, the winning designs
were not announced until September, two months after the Dominion
Day celebrations. That was the end of the initiative, with nothing
getting past the sketch stage and the actual sketches themselves
eventually finding a home at Library and Archives Canada.
With knowledge of the designs from Dr. Haxby’s book, Dan
Gosling, Henry Nienhuis and myself made a visit to the Archives
in 2007 to have a first-hand look at the sketches. A conservator
carefully laid the sketches out and Henry Nienhuis was able to take
the pictures you see here.
Thankfully, that is not the end of these interesting designs for the
“coins that never were.”
Nearly a century later, the Royal Canadian Mint has gone to the
archives to retrieve these long forgotten coin designs and bring
them to life in a sesquicentennial celebration collector three-coin set.
In their press release they state that, “this set is more than a link to
Canada’s past, or a powerful tribute to the illustrious artists — it’s
our way of taking up their mantle and seeing their vision through.”

This marks the first time these designs have appeared on coins,
and they may be the only coin designs submitted to the Royal
Canadian Mint by Group of Seven co-founder J.E.H. MacDonald
and renowned muralist Gustav Hahn. The production is limited to
5,500 1 oz. pure silver 3-coin sets and at $269.95 they quickly sold
out.

Some Background Information . . .
• Gustav Hahn (1866–1962) may not be well-known to coin
collectors, but his brother certainly is: Emanuel Hahn (1881–1957)
is the artist behind the iconic caribou design on Canada’s 25-cent
circulation coin, the Bluenose on our 10-cent coin, and the
Voyageur design of the original silver dollar.
• Hahn is credited as a pioneer of the Art Nouveau style in Canada,
where his murals are found in several public buildings — most
famously the Ontario Legislature and Old City Hall in Toronto.
• James Edward Hervey (J.E.H.) MacDonald (1873–1932) was one
of the founding members of the famed Group of Seven, which
represents the first national art movement in Canada.
• Live coverage of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations in Ottawa
marked Canada’s first-ever coast-to-coast broadcast. On July 1,
1927, telephone and telegraph companies joined forces with radio
stations to broadcast speeches and songs from Parliament Hill—
including the inaugural peals of the Peace Tower’s carillon bells,
which are alluded to in the 25-cent coin design.
• Some of the most famous Canadian coins of all time were issued
during another big year: Canada’s Centennial in 1967! Artist Alex
Colville provided the reverse designs seen on all Canadian
circulation coins issued that year.
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Design:
All three coins feature the unused
circulation coin designs intended to
commemorate Canada’s Diamond Jubilee
in 1927. Working with the original sketches
(and little else), the Royal Canadian Mint’s
engravers set out to interpret each artist’s
vision as though the art had been entrusted
to them today, to mark Confederation’s
150th anniversary. The 90-year-old concepts
have been painstakingly adapted for modern
engraving techniques—including a reverse
proof finish that allows the more brilliant
engraved elements to shine bright against the
matte backdrop.

One-cent coin design:
The one-cent coin features an Art
Nouveau-inspired design by Canadian artist
Gustav Hahn (1866–1962), with a bough of
maple leaves encircling the commemorative
dates “1867–2017.”

Five-cent coin design:
The five-cent coin by Canadian artist
J.E.H. MacDonald (1873–1932) features a
crowned lion gripping a maple leaf as it
stands perched on a rock, which represents
the changing Canadian landscape cradled
by the sea; beneath the forepaw is Canada’s
motto, “A MARI USQUE AD MARE”
(“From Sea to Sea”), while the
commemorative dates “1867” and “2017”
are inscribed beside the lion.

25-cent coin design:
A second design by MacDonald graces
the reverse of the 25-cent coin, and centres
on a soaring view of the iconic Peace Tower
on Parliament Hill. The clock tower soars
high above the clouds and is surrounded by
a ribbon-wrapped laurel of leaves, from
which hangs four bells—an ode to the
Dominion Carillon, which was inaugurated
on July 1, 1927, during the Diamond Jubilee
festivities. Each bell bears engraved
numbers that combine to form the
commemorative dates “2017” and “1867.”

AND
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HOLLYWOOD GETS ANCIENT COINS WRONG
by Mike Markowitz from the CoinWeek Ancient Coin Series on the Internet
Troy
In the epic film Troy (2004) which cost
US$175 million to make, the great Peter
O’Toole in the role of King Priam, speaks
these words as a supplicant to Brad Pitt
(Achilles), who has killed and mutilated
Priam’s son Hector, played by Eric Bana.

I have endured what no one on
earth has endured before. I kissed the
hands of the man who killed my son. I
loved my boy from the moment he
opened his eyes until the moment you
closed them. Let me wash his body. Let
me say the prayers. Let me place two
coins on his eyes for the boatman.
In ancient Greek religion, this kind of supplication
was a powerful ritual, under the special protection of the
gods.
But Priam cannot place two coins on the eyes of his
son, because coins don’t exist in his world; they will not
be invented for centuries[1].
Ancient sources gave dates for the Trojan War,
ranging from 1334 to 1135 BCE. Current scholarly
consensus puts the most likely date around 1180 BCE.
The poet Homer, composer of the Iliad (our main

literary source for the Trojan War), lived about 850
BCE. He never saw a coin. Warriors in the time of the
Trojan War might be buried or cremated with a mask of
gold foil[2], but not with coins or coin-like amulets.
Nevertheless, when Achilles comes to ignite the
funeral pyre of his beloved Patroclus, slain by Hector,
we clearly see two huge coins on the eyes of the
deceased youth. The design seems to be an archer firing
an arrow — ironic considering how Achilles will die.
Although the very brief screen shot is not clear, there
are also coins on the eyes of Hector on his funeral pyre.

Spartacus
Near the end of Stanley Kubrick’s classic film
Spartacus (1960), sympathetic Roman senator
Gracchus (Charles Laughton) funds the escape of
disgraced gladiator trainer Batiatus (Peter Ustinov) and
Varinia, the pregnant wife of Spartacus, by giving them
“two million sesterces.” Well into the Imperial era,
Romans rather perversely expressed large sums of
money in terms of the sestertius, a low-value bronze
coin. It would be rather like modern Americans
computing wages and prices in nickels rather than
dollars. Gracchus hands Batiatus two rather small
sacks, which he slings over his shoulder.
Two million sesterces equals 500 thousand silver
denarii, with one denarius at the time weighing about
four grams. That’s 2,000 kilograms, or about 4,400
pounds of silver coin. Even converted into gold, this
would be still be over 130 kg (290 pounds)—hardly
a practical one-man sack-load.
And gold wasn’t part of Rome’s regular circulating
coinage in 71 BCE [3]. Indeed, when Spartacus
negotiates with the Cilician pirates for ships to

evacuate the slave army from Italy, the proposed
payment is in chests of captured jewelry and preciousmetal dinnerware. Wealthy Romans often kept a large
part of their wealth in the form of gold and silver
goblets, platters and ornaments, rather than coin.
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Cleopatra
When it was released in 1963, Cleopatra,
starring Elizabeth Taylor in the title role, was the
most expensive film ever made. A large part of the
cost overrun was due to lavish expenditure on
exquisitely crafted props. In one scene Cleopatra
wears a massive necklace[4] made of gold coins:
Antony: “ . . . an unusual necklace, nothing but gold
coins of Caesar. How did you come by it?”
Cleopatra: “I had it made, I wear it always.”
There does not seem to be any ancient source for
this ironic plot twist. It is true that Julius Caesar
commissioned large issues of gold aurei, although
none of them bear his portrait[5]. Cleopatra issued no
gold coinage in her own name, but as queen she
would have had access to stocks of the impressive
gold octadrachms issued by her ancestors. These
would have been more likely to make up a royal
necklace.

Gladiator

Julius Caesar, 46BC Aureus (Gold, 20mm, 8.10g), with Aulus Hirtius as praefect . . .
the most common gold coin of Caesar.

The film Gladiator (2001), starring Russell Crowe in the title role,
is a fictionalized account of the reign of the demented Roman emperor
Commodus (ruled 180-192 CE). In one brief scene, a loyal servant of
the disgraced general Maximus (Crowe) gives an urgent message to
princess Lucilla (Connie Nielsen) as she is carried through the Forum
in her litter.
“This is for your loyalty,” she says, placing a huge gold medallion
— roughly the size of the Nobel Prize[6] — in his hand.
Quite a nice tip!
The largest gold medallions of this period had a value of eight aurei,
roughly equivalent to a year’s pay for a legionary, the price of a
thoroughbred horse, or a house slave. But such high-value medallions
were prestigious presentation pieces for members of the elite, not
gratuities for the help.

300
Based on the 1998 graphic novel, the film 300 (2006) is an extravagantly fantasized version
of the story of Leonidas and the three hundred heroic Spartans who fell at the Battle of
Thermopylae (480 BCE) fighting the vast Persian army of King Xerxes[7]. Fantasy coins
feature in several scenes, bearing the image of the film’s version of Xerxes, with exotic
piercings for bizarre facial jewelry. Replicas of the prop coins from the film are offered for
sale online by a number of sites[8].
The
actual
coinage of Xerxes is
rather less exotic,
showing
the
crowned king (no
piercings) running
while holding a
spear. The silver
siglos and the gold
daric are nearly
identical in design.
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Rome
The two seasons (22 episodes) of the
HBO TV series ROME (2005), set during
the civil wars that led to the end of the
Republic (52—30 BCE), established a high
standard for historical fidelity. Large
quantities of prop replica coins were used,
including Julius Caesar’s famous “elephant”
denarius, of which an estimated 22.5 million
were struck in 49–48 BCE. But for some
reason the replica coins were designed
without Caesar ’s name prominently
inscribed below the elephant[9].
A batch of gilded replica “aurei” were designed with the image
of actor Ciarán Hinds (who plays Julius Caesar) with the plausible,
but historically incorrect inscription SPQR OPTIMO PRINCIPI
(“The Senate and People of Rome, to the Best of Rulers”). The
phrase Optimo Principi first appears on coins of Trajan, who ruled
98–117 CE. Julius Caesar’s image never actually appeared on gold
coins during his lifetime.

A very odd batch of replica coins appears as
a chest of stolen loot in one episode. Seen in
extreme close-up in one brief shot, it clearly consists of a mass of
silver shekels of Tyre, an important trade coin in the East during this
era. But the replicas are struck on irregular eight-sided blanks,
perhaps to give them a “foreign” or “barbaric” look. The actual coins
were, more or less, round.

Why?
The depiction of coinage in films and TV series about the ancient
world is almost always wrong. This is a source of endless irritation
to classical numismatists but it is understandable.
Ancient weapons, costumes, and interiors seen in films are
generally accurate (though sometimes exaggerated for effect)
because production designers and prop masters care about getting
these things right, and the professors of classics, art history or
archaeology typically engaged as consultants know these subjects

well. But coins are small, and they seldom appear on screen in closeup or for any length of time. The study of ancient coins is specialized,
technical and rarely of much interest to the audience (with the
possible exception of Biblical films, which is a topic for another
article).
But if any future gladiator epics need a numismatic consultant,
Hollywood directors should know that I’m available.

Notes
1. For the custom of placing coins with the dead, see
http://www.coinweek.com/ancient-coins/ancient-charonsobol-coins-dead/
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mask_of_Agamemnon
3. The most recent Roman gold coins had been a rare issue of
aurei struck under the dictator Sulla in 82 BCE. There is some
evidence that elite Romans at this period made large
payments in “philippoi,” Macedonian gold staters (8.5 grams)
captured as booty in 148 BCE.
4. The Egyptian hieroglyph for “gold” is actually a drawing of
an elaborate necklace.
5. For the coinage of Julius Caesar, see
http://www.coinweek.com/ancient-coins/coinweek-ancientcoin-series-coins-julius-caesar/

6. The Nobel Prize medallion (currently 18 kt gold) is 66 mm in
diameter and weighs 175 grams.
7. See http://www.coinweek.com/featured-news/ancient-coinssparta/
8. https://www.amazon.com/NECA-300-Coins-PropReplica/dp/B0000ASK3Uhttps://www.yourprops.com/Goldc
oins-of-Xerxes-replica-movie-prop-300-Frank-Miller-s-2006YP35614.html
9. Perhaps so they could be re-used, in extreme close-up, in a
different historical era for another series?
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A 30-YEAR-OLD CLASSIC AND THE COIN THAT NEVER WAS
Compiled by Paul R. Petch from a press release and the RCM Web Site
In June 1987, Canadians from coast to coast to coast welcomed
Canada’s new 11-sided one-dollar coin in their pockets and change
purses. The coin also found its way into our hearts and was soon
dubbed the “Loonie” after the solitary loon that graces its reverse
side, even serving as a lucky talisman for our national hockey team.
The introduction of the coin was the most significant change in
Canada’s currency system in almost 50 years.
Thirty years later, it’s hard to imagine Canada’s one-dollar coin
without the solitary loon on its reverse. In truth, it wasn’t the original
design intended for the coin. Had the original dies not vanished while
in transit, our one-dollar coin would have featured the Voyageur
image that first appeared on a dollar coin in 1935.
“It’s very fitting that during Canada 150, we are also celebrating
one of the country’s most recognizable symbols,” said Sandra
Hanington, President and CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint at the
unveiling of two special collector sets on June 6. “In addition to
depicting several special designs over the past thirty years, the
Loonie is also known around the world as an innovative trailblazer
for its composition and cutting-edge security features.”

The Design:
The first coin features the design by Canadian artist RobertRalph Carmichael that has become synonymous with Canada’s
currency: the iconic side-profile portrait of a common loon on a still
lake, where it floats past the Group of Seven-esque trees rising up
on a small island behind it. The entire scene is representative of the
lakes that dot the Canadian Shield across much of the nation, and
includes the engraved words “CANADA” and “DOLLAR,” along
with the commemorative dates “1987–2017” to mark the 30th
anniversary of Canada’s $1 circulation coin.

The second coin represents the one-dollar circulation coin that
never was. Much as it appeared on Canada’s silver dollar between
1935 and 1986, the “Voyageur” design by sculptor and artist
Emanuel Hahn is a nod to Canada’s early history and the fur trade
era. A canoe moves swiftly past the wind-swept pines that dot a semicircular island. A voyageur paddles at the stern, while an Aboriginal
paddles at the bow; between them lies a bundle of wrapped furs,
while stylized vertical rays above represent the Aurora borealis. The
reverse also features the engraved words “CANADA” and
“DOLLAR,” along with the commemorative dates “1987–2017.”
Both coins feature the effigy of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II by Susanna Blunt on the obverse.

The Collector Coins:
To celebrate the Loonie’s birthday, the Mint has produced two
special numismatic sets.
The first set features a 99.99% pure silver edition of the nowclassic Loonie design that graces the reverse of Canada’s one-dollar
circulation coin, as designed by Robert Ralph Carmichael. Next to
it, the second coin re-creates the coin’s intended one-dollar design
of the “Voyageur,” as designed by Emanuel Hahn and which first
appeared on the 1935 silver dollar. This set comes in a clam shell
case, is priced at $79.95 and has a limited mintage of 10,000.
In addition there is a second set struck in .9999 pure gold with
selective platinum plating. This set comes in a wooden case and has
a limited mintage of 350. Even with its price of $5,499.95 it quickly
sold out.

PAGE 10 — J UNE

AND

J ULY 2017 — N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN

WILL ENGLAND ADOPT A DECIMAL COINAGE?
From The Numismatist for May 1917
Considerable opposition has developed in England to the
proposed adoption of a decimal system of coinage, which
is based largely on the metric system of weights and
measures, which it is also proposed to inaugurate.
In a recent issue of The Economist of London
there appeared an article on the subject, a portion
of which is as follows:
“Apart from very important questions of
sentiment, the substitution of the dollar for the
sovereign would involve a confusing change in the
practice of international commerce and banking. The
English sovereign is a unit of value to which the whole
world is accustomed. It might almost be described as the keystone
of our international banking position, and any interference with it
is open to grave objections, though there is some attraction in a
suggestion for unifying our currency with that of Canada and the
United States.
“We have already a coin representing the tenth part of a
sovereign - the florin. We have also the farthing, representing the
960th part of a sovereign. The main change required is the abolition
of the farthing, and the introduction of a new coin in its place
representing the thousandth part of a sovereign. By preference this
new coin should be called a ‘mil.’ It is worthwhile in passing to lay
stress on this matter of nomenclature. A good many people have

suggested that the new coin should be treated as the hundredth part
of a florin and called a cent. The main objection to that
course is that in the United States and Canada the word
‘cent’ is already applied to a coin approximately equal
in value to one-half penny, and it would lead to very
great and entirely unnecessary confusion if we used
the same word for a coin approximately equal to a
farthing.
“It may be added that the word ‘cent,’ quite apart
from American and Canadian use, has already been
done to death. In Ceylon the cent means the hundredth
part of a rupee, and we have also in France centimes and
in Italy centesimi. It would be a very great convenience to have an
entirely separate word, and the word ‘mil’ has the further advantage
that it emphasizes at once the relationship with the sovereign.
“For the moment all that is necessary is that this new coin
should be issued from the mint and should be made legal tender at
the rate of 25 mills for 6d, (that is pence). Simultaneously, bankers
and the commercial community generally should be authorized to
keep accounts in pounds, florins, mils, instead of in pounds,
shillings, pence. It would probably be necessary also to coin a 5-mil
and a 10-mil piece, and to suppress the present threepenny piece.
But these are details with which we need not for the moment deal.”

COMING EVENTS FOR SUMMER 2017
June 24-25, Toronto, TOREX® – Canada’s National Coin Show,
Hyatt Regency on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7. Under 16 Free! Featuring
Canada’s finest dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign coins, paper
money, coin and paper money supplies and reference books. Official
Auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic Company. Auction Viewing
begins on Friday. For more information contact Brian R. Smith, email
brian@torex.net , telephone 416-705-5348. Website:
http://www.torex.net
July 18-23, Boucherville, QC 2017 Boucherville RCNAConvention,
Hotel Mortagne, 1228 Nobel Street, Boucherville, Quebec J4B
5H1Telephone : 1-450-655-9966. The largest bourse in the country,
with a wonderful array of competitive exhibits from collectors of
Canada and the United States. Meetings of collector groups of every
part of numismatics, numerous social events bringing collectors
together. A top quality banquet featuring awards to top numismatists.
This annual convention attracts a large number of collectors and
dealers from Canadian and the United States. For more information
contact Paul Johnson, email info@rcna.ca, telephone 647-401-4014.
Website: http://www.rcna.ca/2017/

Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

Aug. 13, Paris, S.W.O.N, Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St South
Western Ontario Numismatics Coin and Collectables show. Show
hours 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Over 55 tables of coins, paper money, military
& more. We have 35 dealers. Hot & cold food and drinks are available
at the show. Buy, sell & appraise at show. For more information
contact Ted Bailey, email tedscollectables@bellnet.ca, telephone 519442-3474.
Aug. 27, Woodstock, Woodstock 28th Annual Coin Show, Woodstock
Community Centre (Goff Hall), 381 Finkle St. Hours: 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Buy, sell, evaluate. Free parking, lunch counter, hourly
draws. Admission $1, kids free. For more information contact Rick
Johnson, email martjohn@execulink.com, telephone 519.537.3858.
Sept. 10, Brampton, Rotary Club of Brampton Coin and Trading
Card Show, Century Gardens Recreaction Centre, 340 Vodden Rd.
E. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $3, under 14 free and
free parking. Buy, sell, trade and appraise at more than 40 tables
of dealers, including a children’s table. Funds raised for children’s
charities. For more information contact Willard Burton, email
willardb@bwcoin.com, telephone 905-450-2870.
Sept. 17, London, London Numismatic Society (LNS) Annual
Show, The Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Road (off Hwy 401) Exhibit
displays plus the popular show and bourse featuring dealers for
coins, medals, banknotes, tokens, supplies etc. Admission $2, under
12 free. Hours 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information contact Ted
Leitch, email tedleitch@hotmail.com, telephone 519-472-9679.

