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THE BULLETIN FOR APRIL 2017
BANK NOTE CERTIFICATION
As announced at our March meeting, Mark Argentino is trying to obtain as many
banknotes as possible to send for professional grading at Banknote Certification Service Ltd.
in Kitchener, ON. If anyone has notes they would like graded, please bring them to the April
NYCC meeting.
We are trying to get a ‘bulk’price and will pay $7.50 per note plus HST and will attempt
to get a lower price depending upon the quantity of notes we can submit. Mark will
catalogue, photograph and then hand deliver the notes to the certification service sometime
in late May or June. It will take between 8 to 10 weeks to get the notes back once submitted
for grading. Mark will personally pick up the notes in Kitchener once they are ready. It may
not be until September or October that they are returned to the owner. Thus, people can’t
be in a rush to have their notes graded, but remember that the benefit will be a lower price
than anyone could get on their own.
If you wish to read about the grading process and the holder that the notes will be returned
in you can find more information at http://www.banknotecertification.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day to all fellow numismatists and
everyone who receives the North York Coin
Club’s monthly bulletin. My favourite time
of the year is now upon us as the trees,
flowers and plants, that have laid dormant
for months, so quickly emerge from their
slumber with renewed vigour. I’m hoping
our club’s members also have the same
feeling as I will be calling on a lot of you too
emerge from your cocoon and blossom into
an active participant in the operations of the
club and the monumental task ahead of our
hosting the R.C.N.A. 2018 convention.

Remember our Annual Coin Show!
Every member should by now be well
aware that our annual coin show is less than
a month away and is scheduled for May
13th. It is being held in the banquet room at
Edithvale Community Centre on Finch Ave.

in North York, the same place as previous
years. Once again we have 18 dealer tables set
up with many familiar faces returning. Doors
open at 9:00 a.m. and close at 3:00. Thanks to
all who purchased tables for this SOLD OUT
event. Your support is a major reason we have
the funds to operate the club for the year.

Buy our Canada 150 medal
Helping our club can be accomplished in
more ways than simply volunteering your
time. This club is one of many numismatic
clubs across Canada that, in conjunction
with the R.C.N.A., is selling a club medal
with the Canada 150 logo. Please either
purchase one of the limited edition .999
silver medals or the bronze medal version.
These sesquicentennial keepsakes should
be available at the club show May 13th and
at our club meeting later in the month.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 25
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
The annual O.N.A. convention is the
weekend before our next North York
meeting, so join us for all the news from
the Provicial organization and all the
special interest groups that meet
duringthe event.
Don’t forget to bring along your
recent finds or special treasures to share
with us during the show and tell!
Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really
fine auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply
of draw prize material.

Plan for the R.C.N.A.
Speaking of the R.C.N.A., it’s not too
early to make your arrangements to attend
the annual convention this July 18-23 at
Mortagne Hotel in Boucherville PQ. As
always, it’s the numismatic event of the year
and the largest three-day bourse in the
country. The local host club has a series of
excellent tours organized and the usual
banquet is planned. All the national collector
clubs are having meetings, including the
newly formed Hudson Bay Company
Collectors Society. Make it a weeklong trip
down to Montreal to enjoy the vibrant
European flavour culture and Canada’s
premier numismatic event.
Continued page 3...

Remember that our next Executive Meeting is Tuesday, May 9 — and our Annual Coin Show is Saturday, May 13
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NEWS OF THE MARCH 2017 MEETING
The 631st meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on Tuesday, March
28, 2017 in the 1st floor Banquet room at the Edithvale Community Centre. It was
hammered to order at 7:30 p.m. with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and
30 members and 3 guests in attendance.
The first order of business was the on-time attendance draw. Member Jim
Heifetz was present when his name was drawn to receive the on-time attendance
draw prize of $5.00. This is the second meeting in a row that Jim’s name was
drawn! The draw will reset to $5.00 for the April 25th meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they had noticed any errors or omissions in
the minutes of the February meeting as published in the March newsletter. With
no corrections identified, Phillip Simms made a motion to accept the minutes,
which was seconded by Marvin Kay. Motion carried.
Treasurer, Ben Boelens, was on vacation and so the financial report was
deferred until the April meeting. As acting treasurer, Bill mentioned that cash on
hand amounted to $364.
Our March meeting is the club’s annual Auction Night; as such Bill O’Brien
mentioned that the business portion of the meeting would be kept brief to allot as
much time as possible to our extended auction.
There were three items of club business, all relating to the R.C.N.A. First, Bill
mentioned that the North York Coin Club CANADA 150 medals were in the
process of being struck and those who pre-purchased the medals should be able
to pick them up at the April meeting. Everyone interested in purchasing a medal
should contact Bill immediately. Secondly, Bill mentioned that he was in the
process of determining when meeting space would be available for our introductory
Convention Committee meetings. And thirdly, Bill mentioned that this year was
an election year for the R.C.N.A. executive and asked the membership if they
would support the club nominating him as Director representing South-Central
Ontario and Henry Nienhuis as Director and President of the Association. After
a brief discussion about the process involved in the election the members were
unanimous in their support of both nominations by a show of hands.
With the business of the club now concluded Bill invited Paul Johnson and
Paul Petch, as Auction Co-managers, to begin the Auction Night. Dick Dunn served
as our Auctioneer and Andrew Silver and Mark Argentino as the Runners for the
evening.
At the halfway point in the auction material, Bill called for a short refreshment
break from 8:30-8:45 p.m.
We then resumed the meeting with the second half of the auction and our
customary lucky draw. Lucky draw numbers were called at various times while
the auction took place. Lucky draw winners for the evening were- Bill O’Brien,
Paul Johnson (2), Henry Nienhuis (2), Franco Farronato, Bob Velensky (2), Carl
Anderson, and Phillip Simms. The club earned $19.00 through the sale of the draw
tickets! Auction manager Paul Petch reported that receipts from the auction added
$100.60 to the club coffers.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting the club
through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations. Please consider
supporting your club through a donation of numismatic material or other items.
(Don’t forget to mention your donations to the club secretary so that your support
can be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 25, 2017, in the
1st floor Banquet room of the Edithvale Community Centre. We hope to see
everyone there!

MARCH AUCTION – PRICES REALIZED
Lot Reserve
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

$25.00
$35.00
$30.00
$20.00
$12.00
$25.00
$12.00
$35.00
$55.00
$65.00
$75.00
$27.00
$23.00
$25.00
$5.00
$4.00
$10.00
$10.00
$75.00
$4.00
$5.00
$7.00
$12.00
$4.00
$150.00
none
none
none
none
none
none
none
none
none
none
none
$4.00
$3.00
$10.00
$3.00
$15.00
$5.00
$3.00
$5.00
$3.00
$5.00
$3.00

Sold Lot Reserve
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
$75.00
$37.50
$23.00
$25.00
not sold
not sold
$12.00
$10.00
not sold
not sold
$5.00
$7.00
not sold
$4.50
$150.00
$9.00
$25.00
$5.00
$11.00
$10.00
$5.00
$10.00
$12.00
$6.00
$15.00
$1.50
$10.00
not sold
$40.00
$3.00
not sold
not sold
$5.00
$10.00
$5.50
$5.00
$9.50

48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94

$5.00
$3.00
$5.00
$8.00
$3.00
$3.00
$2.00
$27.00
$21.00
$25.00
$21.00
$6.00
$3.00
$45.00
$20.00
$28.00
$20.00
$20.00
$15.00
$20.00
$30.00
$50.00
$150.00
$150.00
$50.00
$35.00
$35.00
$3.00
$5.00
$2.00
$6.00
$5.00
$3.00
$10.00
$25.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$15.00
$20.00
$25.00
$7.00
$10.00
$30.00
$25.00
$75.00

Sold
$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$17.00
$3.00
$3.00
$9.00
$29.00
$31.00
$26.50
$26.00
$20.00
$6.00
not sold
$27.00
$33.00
$20.00
not sold
$22.00
$20.00
$30.00
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
$8.00
not sold
$3.00
$18.00
$7.00
$7.00
$10.00
$25.00
$26.00
$24.00
$28.00
not sold
$15.00
$30.00
$29.00
$7.00
not sold
not sold
not sold
not sold
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President’s Message ... continued from page 1
We Need Your Help
The experience will help you get a better understanding of the
national convention and prepare you to volunteer to help us host in
2018. Next year’s convention is here in the GTA at the Hilton
Meadowvale, and if that sounds familiar it’s where the R.C.N.A.
2014 convention was held. Like the last convention we really need your
help. So please circle Tuesday May 16th on your calendar for the first
official meeting of the NYCC convention planning committee.
Convention dates are August 7 through August 11, 2018 and the
responsibility for hosting a smooth operation and providing all
participants with a rewarding, lasting impression is on our hands. I need
all of you to help us and volunteer your time and energy in supporting
this endeavour. Oh, and by the way, if we do it right it will be a major
source of revenue for the club.
As I have mentioned before and will be doing again and again
during the next few years I encourage everyone to take on a more active
role within the club. This will lessen the burden of the few who run
the club and give all an opportunity to gain experience in the operation
of a club and the logistics of holding a national convention.

The show schedule is gaining speed after a slow start this year with
many fine events planned over the next month. The O.N.A. is coming
up, the Rotary Club of Brampton, the Ajax/Pickering group as well
as the South Wellington Coin Society all have events before the
middle of May. But don’t forget the most important event, our own
show on May 13th.
The March meeting is in the books and the dedicated auction
night format seems to be a popular one. There were over 90 lots
submitted for sale with spirited bidding reported on many of the items.
The night ran very smooth with the auction team handling the night
with ease. The best news of the whole event is that the club pocketed
over $100 from commissions, which goes a long way towards club
operation expenses.
I’m about done for the month, but want to take my last few words
to thank everyone for the ongoing assistance they have shown me and
hope you are all here for the ride over the next year or so.
That’s it for me I hope to see all of you on April 25th.
Bill O’Brien

IN MEMORY OF LUCILLE COLSON
Lucille Colson served as the North York Coin
Club Secretary for 33 years, was active in the
social life of the club and worked as a member of
our convention committees for both the O.N.A.
and C.N.A. It was with sadness that we learned
of her passing on January 29, 2017. Lucille had
been a North York Coin Club member since 1971
and Life Member #14 since 1996. She was
recognized for her exceptional service at the
club’s 50th Anniversary Banquet on June 8, 2010.
John Regitko stayed in touch with Lucile and
spoke of her at our February meeting. At that
meeting he presented her Club memorabilia to the
archives. We present on these pages much of that
material.
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Lucille Colson’s set of North York woods

Souvenir woods of the O.N.A. 20th Anniversary 1982 Convention at the Westbury Hotel in Toronto
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Here are displayed
Lucille’s thank you
medals for serving as
the Secretary on
many convention
committees.
O.N.A. 1982

C.N.A. 1986

O.N.A. 1987

Reading the meeting minutes at the North York Memorial Community Hall

C.N.A. 1991

O.N.A. 1994

O.N.A. 2000
This picture was taken on June 25, 1986 in front of the Community Hall prior to
the start of the meeting. Lucille Colson is second from the left. It was the final
meeting at the location before the building’s demonlition to make way for the
new municipal centre at 5000 Yonge Street. The Club had met continuously at
the location for 25 years since its August 22, 1961 meeting. Roger Fox was the
photographer.

C.N.A. 2004
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BANK OF CANADA UNVEILS BANK NOTE COMMEMORATING CANADA 150
CBC News Posted on the Internet April 10, 2017

The $10 commemorative banknote for Canada’s sesquicentennial was unveiled at the Bank of Canada in Ottawa Friday.
From left to right: Fathers of Confederation Sir John A. Macdonald and Sir George-Étienne Cartier are featured on the bill,
along with Agnes MacPhail, Canada’s first female MP, and James Gladstone, Canada’s first senator from a treaty First Nation.

A commemorative $10 note features 4 portraits of
Canadian politicians, Inuit art and Canadian landscapes
The Bank of Canada has unveiled a commemorative $10
banknote to mark the 150th anniversary of Confederation. It’s only
the fourth time in Canada’s history that it has created a
commemorative banknote. Bank of Canada Governor Stephen
Poloz and Ginette Petitpas Taylor, parliamentary secretary to the
minister of finance, made the announcement and showed off the bill
at the bank’s headquarters in Ottawa Friday April 7.

The illustration of the arch inside the Memorial Chamber of the Peace
Tower on Parliament Hill includes a new security feature: magnetic
ink that changes colour when the bill is tilted.

There will be 40 million notes printed — “just more than enough
for every Canadian to keep one,” according to Poloz. The bank says
they will enter circulation on June 1.
The front of the bill features portraits of Canada’s first prime
minister, Sir John A. Macdonald, and fellow Father of Confederation
Sir George-Étienne Cartier, Canada’s first female member of
Parliament, Agnes MacPhail, and James Gladstone, Canada’s first
senator from a treaty First Nation — the Kainai (Blood) Tribe.
Poloz said the reverse of the bill was designed to include a
variety of Canadian vistas, based on public feedback on what
Canadians wanted to see on the bill.

Owl’s Bouquet, a stonecut and print originally made by the late Inuit
artist Kenojuak Ashevak
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The reverse of the $10 banknote to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canada’s Confederation depicts scenes from across the country.
The reverse of the $10 banknote depicts scenes from across the country.
(Images of the face and back of the new note supplied by the Bank of Canada)

The landscapes include the Lions and Capilano Lake from
British Columbia, fields of Prairie wheat, the Canadian Shield as
seen in Quebec, a view of the Atlantic Ocean from Cape Bonavista
in Newfoundland and Labrador and the northern lights as they
would be seen in Wood Buffalo National Park.
The Bank of Canada said the new banknote will feature some
security features that are being deployed in Canada for the first
time.Below the owl illustration are maple leaves that appear to be
printed in 3D, but are in fact flat to the touch
The most eye-catching new feature is a magnetic ink that
changes colour from blue to green when it’s tilted, used to illustrate
stained glass in an arched window from the Memorial Chamber in
the Peace Tower on Parliament Hill. The chamber honours Canadian
men and women who give their lives in military service.
The presence of Gladstone, whose Blackfoot name is Akay-namuka, is not the only nod to Canada’s Indigenous peoples on the note.
In the photo top left, you can see the Assomption sash pattern
at the top and bottom edges of the banknote’s face. It’s an important
symbol in Métis and French-Canadian culture.
In the note’s transparent window, there’s a holographic rendering
of Owl’s Bouquet, a stonecut and stencil print originally made by
the late Inuit artist Kenojuak Ashevak.
The Nunavut artist helped popularize Inuit art around the
world. Ashevak’s family flew to Ottawa from Cape Dorset for the
unveiling.
The ceremony included Inuit and Algonquin blessings before
and after the note was presented to the public.
Previous commemorative notes include a $25 note for King
George V’s Silver Jubilee in 1935, a centennial dollar bill in 1967
and a more recent $20 note commemorating Queen Elizabeth II
becoming Canada’s longest-reigning monarch of the modern era.

The commemorative bank note celebrating Canada's 150th
anniversary of Confederation was unveiled at the Bank of Canada's
head office in Ottawa by Ginette Petitpas Taylor, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance (left) and Stephen S. Poloz,
Governor of the Bank of Canada (right)
(CNW Group/Bank of Canada)

From left, David Joanasie, MLA for South Baffin, Aluki Kotierk,
president of Nunavut Tunngavik Inc., and relatives of Kenojuak
Ashevak. To the right of the bank note display: PJ Akeeagok, president
of Qikiqtani Inuit Association, Natan Obed, president of Inuit Tapiriit
Kanatami, and Ashevak’s grandson, Matthew Ashevak. (PJ Akeeagok)
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ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS SPORTS TROPHIES OF ALL TIME
Compiled by Paul R. Petch from press releases and images from the Royal Canadian Mint
The Stanley Cup was returned to Rideau Hall on
Thursday, March 16 as part of a special homecoming.
The Governor General’s residence was but the latest
stop in the storied trophy’s four-day tour of the
nation’s capital, in celebration of the Cup’s 125th
anniversary. “What began as a humble trophy to
honour the winner of the Dominion Challenge
has evolved into a global symbol of excellence
in sport,” said Governor General David
Johnston in a news release.
It is now 125 years since the former Governor
General of Canada Lord Stanley of Preston donated
a silver challenge cup to recognize the best amateur
hockey team in Canada. For coin collectors, a part of the
homecoming is millions of 25-cent commemorative
circulation coins issued by the Mint in celebration of this milestone
anniversary. This special coin was unveiled by His Excellency the Right
Honourable David Johnston, Governor General of Canada and Royal
Canadian Mint President and CEO Sandra Hanington as a part of the
ceremony.
Since 1892, the Stanley Cup has stood as a prestigious mark of
excellence. It has become hockey’s most coveted prize—the end goal
for every NHL season, and a dream for all whose passion for our
national sport runs deep. Beyond the annual ceremony at centre ice,
where champions hoist it high for all to see, Canadians regard the
Stanley Cup as a revered cultural icon. It began with a Governor
General’s desire to foster competition among Canada’s amateur teams;
but Lord Stanley’s donation of a silver bowl has taken on far greater
meaning over the years. Having passed through the hands of many of
the game’s legends, the Stanley Cup has become the embodiment of
a winter sport that is at the heart of some of the proudest moments in
our nation’s history!
Designed by Canadian artist Steve Hepburn, the circulating coin
design brings together hockey’s past and present in a momentous
celebration of the Stanley Cup’s 125th anniversary! The legendary
trophy itself is symbolically positioned in the centre of the field, where

Phil Pritchard picks up the Stanley Cup as Craig Campbell holds the
original Stanley Cup following an event commemorating the Cup’s
125th anniversary at Rideau Hall (Adrian Wyld/Canadian Press)

detailed engraving re-creates its multi-tiered bands. The
bowl at the top is unmistakable, and serves as a powerful
link to the trophy’s origins in 1892, when the sixth
Governor General of Canada donated a silver bowl
to be awarded to Canada’s top amateur team. To
the left, the helmet-less player represents the
game as it was played in the late 19th century;
to the right is a more modern snapshot of how
hockey is played today, 125 years after Lord
Stanley’s history-making donation. Also
engraved on the reverse is a banner bearing the
commemorative dates “1892” and “2017,” as well
as the words “COUPE STANLEY CUP” and “125
YEARS/ANS.” The obverse features the effigy of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II by Susanna Blunt.
Some interesting facts from the Mint’s press release:
• No other trophy in professional sports bears the engraved names
of the winning team’s players, staff AND management!
• Each of the five-band barrels offers enough room on the Cup to
engrave 13 winning teams, with a limit of 52 engraved names.
When all the rings are full, the oldest band (at the top) is removed
and preserved at the Hockey Hall of Fame, while a new band is
added to the bottom of the Cup.
• Originally known as the Dominion Hockey Challenge Cup, the
iconic silver bowl was donated on March 18, 1892 by the Governor
General of Canada, Sir Frederick Arthur Stanley, as a challenge cup
to be awarded to Canada’s top amateur hockey club.
• Its appearance has changed over the years: until the late 1940s, the
addition of tiered rings and narrow bands gave the Cup a cigar-like
shape that earned it the nickname of “the Stovepipe Cup.” A
redesign transformed it into a two-piece trophy with a removable
bowl and collar until its now iconic, one-piece design was
introduced in 1958.
The Mint is also celebrating the 125th anniversary of the Stanley
Cup by issuing specially-wrapped collector rolls of 40 25-cent coins.
Limited to 50,000 commemorative rolls, this product retails for $22.95.

From left: His Excellency The Right Honourable David Johnston,
Governor General of Canada, Royal Canadian Mint President and
CEO Sandra Hanington and NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly
at the Rideau Hall unveiling
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RCM HONOURS CANADIAN TRIUMPH AND SACRIFICE ON THE
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF VIMY RIDGE
Compiled by Paul R. Petch from press releases and images from the Royal Canadian Mint
“In those few minutes, I witnessed the birth of a nation.”
– Brigadier-General Arthur Edward Ross
Launched in the spring of 1917, the Battle of Arras in northern
France was an attempt to break the bloody stalemate on the Western
Front, where the Battle of the Somme had yielded few gains. One
of the most important components to this Allied offensive was the
capture of Vimy Ridge, a heavily fortified escarpment that provided
sweeping views of the flat landscape below. The previous attempts
to storm this enemy stronghold had failed—until those fateful four
days in April 1917, when all four divisions of the Canadian Corps
came together for the first time in history to fight as one in a
methodically planned operation that became a defining moment for
our nation.
Canada’s soldiers emerged from the hard-fought battle as an
offensive force to be reckoned with, and a surging sense of national
identity—on the battlefield and at home. Nearly 3,600 Canadians
were killed during the intense four-day operation, and 7,000 more
wounded. Four Canadians earned the Victoria Cross for their actions
at Vimy Ridge; as for Byng, the future Governor General of Canada
was promoted to the Third British Army shortly after. In his place,
41-year-old Arthur Currie took up command of the Canadian
Corps—the first Canadian to ever lead his nation’s army in battle.

and by noon, most of the ridge was in Allied hands. On April 10, a
frontal bayonet charge allowed them to take Hill 145—the highest
point, and the site of the Canadian National Vimy Monument since
1936. Two days later, Canadians took the other high point nicknamed
“the Pimple” and the enemy retreated. Coupled with the British
Corps’ concurrent efforts in Arras, the operations had yielded more
ground and munitions than any other British-led offensive.

Background

In summary

Under the trusted command of Lieutenant-General Sir Julian
Byng, the Canadian Corps—or “the Byng Boys,” as they called
themselves—underwent intensive training after the hard-learned
lessons of the Battle of the Somme. Taking cues from the French
army, Canada’s troops adopted a new offensive strategy at Vimy—
one forged by careful preparation and an emphasis on logistics.
Nothing was left to chance. Troops rehearsed tirelessly, using
models and maps to familiarize themselves with the terrain and
enemy positions. Tunnels were dug beneath No Man’s Land to
facilitate the movement of troops and munitions, with some of them
equipped with rail lines, water, electricity and large storage bunkers.
Each soldier knew his task, for the infantry was assigned specialized
roles such as grenade-throwers, riflemen and machine-gunners.
The week before the attack, Canadians launched a prolonged
bombardment (dubbed the “Week of Suffering”) with more than a
million shells pounding enemy positions. At 5:30 a.m. on April 9,
1917, the first attacking wave of 15,000 Canadians soldiers set out,
under the cover of a “creeping barrage” which saw the infantrymen
advance behind a line of unrelenting artillery fire aimed just ahead
of them; all advanced at a precise rate that was timed to the minute.
The strategy was a successful one: the rolling artillery barrage
provided cover for the infantry and kept the enemy in their bunkers;
by the time gunners moved to man the machine guns, Canadian
troops were already upon them.
Within a half hour, Canadians had captured part of the front line;
within the hour, they had also captured a portion of the second line

•

Victorious Canadian troops returning from Vimy Ridge
(CP/Library and Archives Canada/William Ivor Castle)

•

•

•

•
•

•

German forces had seized the seven-kilometre ridge and
surrounding territory in 1914. The French had unsuccessfully
tried to recapture it in May 1915 and again in September
1915, at a cost of over 100,000 casualties.
In preparation for the attack, sections of the enemy lines were
reconstructed to give Canadians a sense of what they would
encounter during the attack.
The extensive network of tunnels was dug at least 10 metres
beneath the ground, in order to preserve them from artillery
fire. The longest tunnel was almost a kilometre long; some
were equipped with rail transport, electric lighting and even
running water.
When the infantry moved out on the morning of April 9, 1917,
they were well supported by nearly 1,000 artillery pieces,
which made use of a new artillery fuse (the 106 fuse) that
allowed shells to explode on contact.
During the attack, each Canadian soldier moved forward
carrying up to 36 kilograms of equipment.
For their valorous actions at Vimy, four Canadians were
awarded the Victoria Cross: Private William Milne, LanceSergeant Ellis Sifton, Captain Thain MacDowell and Private
John Pattison.
The commander of the Canadian Corps, Lieutenant-General
Sir Julian Byng, was beloved by Canadian troops for his style
of leadership. Raised to the peerage after the war, he was
titled 1st Viscount of Vimy and was later appointed Governor
General of Canada from 1921 to 1926.
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The Honourable Melanie Joly, Minister of Canadian Heritage and
Sandra Hanington, President and CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint
unveil a silver collector coin commemorating the 100th anniversary of
the Battle of Vimy Ridge at the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa.

$20 1 Oz. Silver Coin
On April 5, 2017 the Royal Canadian Mint unveiled a $20 silver
collector coin to honour and remember Canada’s soldiers who
valiantly won the historic Battle of Vimy Ridge and paved the way
to the Allied victory which ended the First World War. This fine
silver coin was unveiled at the Canadian War Museum.
“As Canadians remember the sacrifices and achievements of our
men and women in uniform at times of war, the Government of
Canada is pleased that the Royal Canadian Mint has issued a silver
collector coin to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Battle
of Vimy Ridge as an unforgettable turning point in Canadian and
First World War history,” said the Honourable Bill Morneau,
Minister of Finance. “This coin is a moving tribute to the service
and sacrifice of those who bravely fought and prevailed at Vimy
Ridge, when Canada and its Allies needed them.”
“The Mint has a long history of crafting many coins honouring
the sacrifices of Canadians at times of war and we are proud to
maintain this tradition with a fine silver coin commemorating the
100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge,” said Sandra
Hanington, President and CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint. “As a
moment etched in Canadian history, as well as a permanent memorial
to all Canadians who were lost or wounded in France during the First
World War, Vimy Ridge has a special place in the hearts of
Canadians which this coin will preserve for generations to come.”
Canadian artist Pandora Young designed the 99.99% pure silver
coin whose reverse evokes the scene of the relentless artillery fire
supporting Canadian troops in the innovative “creeping barrage”
advancing towards Vimy Ridge on the horizon. A close-up of a lone
Canadian soldier, his face purposely omitted to symbolize all
Canadians at the Battle of Vimy Ridge, stands in the foreground.
Selective gold plating on the soldier’s uniform echoes the special
significance of this battle in Canadian and world history. The obverse
of the coin features the gold-plated effigy of King George V,
Canada’s reigning monarch throughout the First World War.
This 2017 38mm $20 Fine Silver Coin is a part of the First World
War Battlefront Series: The Battle of Vimy Ridge has a limited
mintage of 10,000 and retails for $112.95.

N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN — A PRIL 2017 — PAGE 11
$100 10 Oz. Silver Coin

Canada’s War Artists

A highly limited edition of 750 10 oz.
pure silver coins was announced March 7 as
a part of the month’s collector product
offering from the Mint. The coin shows a
recreation of the large-sized oil painting The
Taking of Vimy Ridge, Easter Monday, 1917.
The coin’s large diameter (76 mm) provides
the perfect canvas for such a detailed
reproduction of this unforgettable work by
Canada’s first official war artist, Richard
Jack. By focusing on a Canadian battery, the
design captures the intensity of the heavy
shelling directed towards enemy positions on
Vimy Ridge, which forms the raised horizon
in the background. The crew of the 18pounder field gun work tirelessly and in
unison as they pass shells to keep up the
barrage—a fitting depiction of Canada’s
troops coming together to fight as one.
Engraved overhead is the word “CANADA”
above the commemoratives dates “19172017”, while the face value “100
DOLLARS” is engraved beneath the
soldiers’ feet. The obverse uses the effigy of
King George V by Sir E. B. MacKennal, as
used on Canadian coins in the First World
War period.This $1,000 product sold out
within days at the Mint.

A uniquely Canadian perspective on the
First World War can be perceived in the art that
emerged during that period—particularly
those created through Canada’s wartime art
program, which was the first of its kind.
Prompted by a dearth of official
photographs, Canadian-born entrepreneur Sir
William Maxwell Aitken (later Lord
Beaverbrook) established the Canadian War
Memorials Fund (CWMF) in 1916. His
vision: an extensive collection of works that
would stand as an official visual record of a
young nation at war.
Over 100 British and Canadian
photographers, sculptors, cinematographers
and painters—including future members of
the Group of Seven—were commissioned to
depict Canada’s efforts overseas and on the
home front.

Through Beaverbrook’s relentless efforts,
Canada’s official war artists were given access
to soldiers, machinery, battlefields and more.
Some were embedded with the troops; others
sketched in the field before returning to the
studio to recreate the landscape of war on a
canvas.
The initiative proved to be a boon to
Canada’s developing art scene, thanks to the
high historical value placed on these artistic
depictions of war. More importantly, the Fund
left a significant legacy of almost 1,000
photographs, sketches, films and paintings,
including the hundreds of works that are part
of the Beaverbrook Collection of War Art,
which is in the care of the Canadian War
Museum in Ottawa, Ontario.

A two-dollar circulation coin
commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the Battle of
Vimy Ridge will be
launched by the Mint this
fall.
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COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING 2017
Apr. 21 – 23, Kitchener, Ontario Numismatic Association
55th Annual Coin Show & Convention, Holiday Inn KitchenerWaterloo Conference Centre, 30 Fairway Rd. S. at Hwy 8.
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Sunday. Buy-Sell-Trade-Appraisals. Coins, paper money,
tokens and more! Over 50 qualified dealer tables. Featuring
a Youth Only Table and a FREE Coin Kids Auction on Saturday.
Hotel reservations call 1-519-893-1211, mention O.N.A. for
special rate. For updates, visit the ONA website. For more
information contact Robb McPherson, General Chair, email
president@theona.ca, telephone 519-577-7206. Website:
http://www.the-ona.ca/con2017.php
Apr. 29, Timmins, The Timmins Coin Club, and the Timmins Stamp
Club, are proud to jointly host their fourth annual show. McIntyre
Community Centre, 85 McIntyre Rd. Free admission & parking.
Hours from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. downstairs in the Lion’s Den. This is
Ontario`s most northern annual coin show and is well attended by
collectors around Northeast Ontario. It features several dealers, silent
auctions, exhibit and club tables. Need collecting supplies, Canadian
and world coins, banknotes, trade dollars, tokens and Canadian and
World stamps? For more information, email nifinder@hotmail.com,
telephone 705-288-3277
Apr. 29, Kingston, Kingston Stamp & Coin Festival, Ongwanada
Centre, 191 Portsmouth Ave. FREE admission and parking. Hours 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Kingston Stamp and Coin Clubs are sponsoring a
stamp / coin collectors show. Come buy, sell, trade and learn. Stamp
and coin supplies will be available for sale. Contact Trevor Beresford,
email trevor.beresford@sympatico.ca, telephone 613-544-0272.
Apr. 30, Brampton, Rotary Club of Brampton Coin and Trading Card
Show, Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden Rd. E. Buy,
sell, trade and appraise at more than 40 tables of dealers, including a
children’s table. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $3, under 14 free
and free parking. Funds raised for Children’s Charities. For more
information contact Willard Burton, email willardb@bwcoin.com,
telephone 905-450-2870.
Apr. 30, Pickering, The Ajax Pickering Stamp and Coin Show,
Pickering Recreation Complex, 1867 Valley Farm Rd.
APEX 2017. 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free admission & parking. Lunch
& refreshments available. Stamp & coin dealers, club and youth
tables. For more information contact John Roberts, email
roberts.jhr@rogers.com , telephone 905-619-3197. Website:
http://www.ajax-pickering-stamp-club.com
May 6, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin Show, Colonel John McCrae
Legion Branch 234, 57 Watson Parkway South Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission $3, under 16 free. Free level parking, fully accessible.
Legendary lunch counter, free draw for gold coin. Coins, banknotes,
tokens, Canadian Tire money, medals, books and supplies at more than
35 dealer tables. Featuring some of Canada’s top numismatic dealers.
Club-sponsored Kid’s Table for under 14; buy, sell, trade or evaluate.
For more information contact Mike Hollingshead, email
cholling@uoguelph.ca , telephone 519-823-2646. Website:
http://www.southwellingtoncoinsociety.com

May 7, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Annual Spring Coin Show,
Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave. Show hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission is $1. Junior are free when accompanied by an adult..
Thirty-nine dealer tables. Handicap accessible entrance. Plenty of free
parking. For more information contact Margaret Clarke, email
mtclarke@mnsi.net , telephone 519-735-0727. Website:
http://wwwwindsorcoinclub.com
May 13, North York, North York Coin Club Annual Coin Show,
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Free admission, free parking, all sorts of collectibles and featuring
coins, paper money, tokens, etc. Contact Paul Petch, email
coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.com, telephone 416-303-4417.
Website: http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com

June 2 – 3, Toronto, Toronto Coin Expo – Canada’s Coin & Banknote
Show, Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St. Located on
the 2nd floor. Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $6, under
16 free. Join us at Canada’s premier coin and banknote show and
auction, representing Canada, United States, and the world of
collectable currencies. Featuring 30+ internationally renowned coin
and banknote dealers, . This is the place in Canada to buy, sell, trade.
Appraisals in coins, banknotes, tokens, medals, militaria, gold, silver
and jewelry. Partnering with Geoffrey Bell Auctions; auction June 12, 2017. You are sure to find a one-of-a-kind coin or banknote treasures!
Contact Jared Stapleton, email torontocoinexpo@gmail.com, Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca telephone 647-403-7334
June 11, Brantford, Brantford Coin Show, Branlyn Community
Centre/School, 238 Brantwood Park Road All are invited to the 56th
Annual Coin Show. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission, and
ample free parking around the back of the school. Over 80 dealer tables
of Canadian and world coins, paper notes, tokens, trade dollars, gold
and silver, books and supplies, Canadian Tire money, and some estate
jewellery. Free evaluations, come by and talk to the dealers, buying
and selling onsite. Breakfast and Lunch available from outdoor food
truck. Kid’s table for those under 18 to help start their collections at
subsidized pricing. Wheelchair accessible. For more information
contact Cassidy Stroud, email brantfordcoinclub@hotmail.com,

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

