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THE BULLETIN FOR NOVEMBER 2016
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome again to all fellow numismatists
and everyone receiving this monthly bulletin.
I simply cannot believe that another year has
flown by already and that, before we know it,
winter will be upon us once again. For the sun
worshipper type of person it’s time to store the
sunscreen away for the next six months and
pursue your other interests in life, and for
most of us that obviously includes
numismatics.

Everyone should be aware by now that the
club has finalized the date for the North York
Coin Club’s Annual Coin Show. It is been
held this time on Saturday, May 13 2017, the
second Saturday in May. It is will be held in
the same place as all previous years in the
banquet room at Edithvale Community Centre
on Finch Avenue in North York. As with prior
years, we have 18 tables for sale and the price
has been frozen at $40 for the day. Doors
open to the public at 9:00 a.m. and close at
3:00. Fill out a dealer application form along
with your cheque and see the club’s treasurer
Ben to book your table now. Paul Petch is
handling the booking details and if you have
questions you can contact him at
coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.ca.

As you will recall at a recent club meeting,
the members of the NYCC voted in favour of
being the host club for the R.C.N.A. 2018
convention that will be held in Mississauga at
the Hilton hotel by the 401. For those of you
who can remember, the club ran a successful
show back in 2014 at the same hotel in the
Meadowvale area where the 2018 convention
will be held, except at that time it was a Delta.
Early next year the club will be forming a
convention committee to begin the planning
and implementing of the eighteen or so month
journey that will take us to the convention
opening in the summer of 2018. All those
interested in supporting this club initiative
will be asked to come to an introductory
meeting in January 2017 so watch your
monthly bulletin for all the latest news.

Every member should also be aware that
the December meeting, which traditionally
has been a restaurant buffet, will be in the
same spot as last year, which is Tucker’s
Marketplace. It will be held on December
13th. All that’s left now is to get out with your
spouse and attend this event. For all those
who do not know, the restaurant is it is located
at 15 Carlson Court, which is just steps away
from the Dixon Road and Attwell Drive TTC
stop. The night begins at 6:00 p.m. with your
beverage choice of either wine or beer. This
is followed by an all you can eat festive buffet
with dessert and coffee. The cost of the dinner,
drink, the gratuity and our government’s cut
is only $35 per person. Extra beverages are
available at additional cost. See the flyer
included in this bulletin for all the details.

This is the final issue of The Bulletin for
2016. Remember our Christmas Dinner is
on Tuesday December 13 (see the flyer), the
next executive meeting is at Trend Signs on
January 10 at 7:00 p.m. and the next
regular North York meeting is January 24.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
We start gathering in the
Banquet Room on the first floor of
the Edithvale Community Centre at
7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Our feature for this meeting will be a
London Numismatic Society slide
presentation, Our Changing Canadian
Currency. This topic spans over 350 years
of Canadian numismatic history and
includes tokens, decimals and paper
money among its subjets. Something for
every interest!
Don’t forget to bring along your recent
finds or special treasures to share with us
during the show and tell!
Please remember to bring your
auction lots so we can have a really
fine auction at this meeting. Also, we
appreciate all donations to our supply
of draw prize material.
This year we are again planning a 50–50
draw, a gift exchange and a raffle for
extraordinary prizes. This is an event that you
do not want to miss so get your tickets now
from the club’s treasurer, Ben.
Talking about our treasurer, he is
expecting your dues for the 2017 calendar
year if you haven’t already paid. Bring in your
$10 to the November meeting because he is
going on vacation for a few months and he
wishes to complete this task before he leaves.
Continued page 3 ...

Bring your money: Treasurer Ben Boelens invites you to pay your
$35 for each person attending the December dinner at Tucker’s and the $10 for your 2017 club membership dues!
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NEWS OF THE OCTOBER 2016 MEETING
th

The 626 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the
Edithvale Community Centre. It was hammered to order at 7:37
p.m. with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 28 members
and 4 guests in attendance.
The first order of business was the on-time attendance draw.
Member Norman G. Gordon was present when his name was drawn
to receive the on-time attendance draw prize of $5.00. The draw will
reset to $5.00 for the November 22nd meeting.
Bill asked members present if they had noticed any errors or
omissions in the minutes of the September meeting as published in
the October newsletter. With no corrections identified, Phillip Simms
made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by
Norman G. Gordon. Motion carried.
Ben Boelens, the club’s treasurer, then reported on the club
finances.
Bill O’Brien reported on the results of his findings for the annual
Holiday Banquet meeting. Bill met with the manager at the Tucker’s
Marketplace, located at 15 Carlson Court in Etobicoke. He verified
that he was able to reserve the back room in the venue for December
13 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.; unfortunately, there will be a modest
increase in the all-in-one price, which was now $35.00 per person.
He also verified that both Etobicoke-Mississauga club and the
Toronto Coin Club had agreed to join us this year. After some
discussion it was agreed that we would go ahead with the

arrangements. Jared Stapleton asked if there would be a special price
for youth under 18. Bill confirmed that the club was willing to
sponsor youth for half-price. Ben mentioned that he would like to
collect the $35.00 per person from everyone interested in attending
at the November meeting.
As the last order of business, Bill reiterated that our Treasurer
Ben Boelens had confirmed his plans to travel the world at the
beginning of 2017. As a result he mentioned that we are looking for
a volunteer to take on treasurer duties for the months of January to
March. Member Christopher Dunsmuir agreed to take on the
challenge.
Member Ross McInnis asked for the floor to discuss a motion
that he was interested in putting forth. Ross felt that the club should
subsidize the holiday meal for the active members of the executive
in appreciation of their diligent work on behalf of the club. Member
Arnie Goldstein agreed and said he would be willing to second a
motion to the effect. After some discussion it was decided that the
idea would be brought to the next executive meeting for further
discussion and analysis. The results will be reported on at the
November meeting. Paul Petch thanked Ross for his kind words and
expressed his gratitude for the thought.
Phillip Simms asked for the floor to remind everyone of the
“Coin Buddy” program and to give a quick update on its status. He
ended by reminding everyone to contact him with any further
questions.

Dick Dunn wished to remind those
present that the Scarborough Coin Club
was holding their regular Coin Show on
Saturday November 5 th and invited
everyone to attend.
With the business of the club now
concluded we moved on to our show-and-tell
session.
Nick Cowan asked for the floor to talk
about counterfeit Silver Maple Leafs and
PAMP Suisse bullion bars, in packaging that
have appeared on the market by people
wishing to swindle unsuspecting buyers. He
warned that collectors should be leery of a
“good deal” and compare possible purchases
with examples of the known authentic
products.
Our speaker for the evening was Ted
Banning. Ted, who was active in the club in
the 70s as a youth, is currently a professor in
the department of anthropology at the
University of Toronto. His presentation
entitled “Bids and Bidders at the Chapman
Brothers’ Sale of the Breton Collection in
January 1902” was based on an annotated
auction catalogue he found online. In
addition to annotations in the body of the
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catalogue showing winning and a code for
buyer, there were additional pages laid in at
the back of the catalogue giving the key to
buyer codes and the total amount spent by
each buyer. Ted’s detailed analysis of the
annotations has allowed him to identify
certain key numismatists that had attended the
auction in 1902 and determine the lots they
had purchased and the price they had paid. Big
names of the time such as Campeau, Casault
and Courtea were on one page he displayed.
His PowerPoint presentation contained many
historic images to support his talk. After his
talk, Bill presented Ted with a certificate of
our appreciation.
Bill then called for our customary
refreshment break from 8:20–8:35 p.m.
We then resumed the meeting with our
regular club auction and lucky draw. Dick
Dunn served as our Auctioneer and Jared
Stapleton as the Runner for the evening.
Lucky draw numbers were called at various
times while the auction took place. Lucky
draw winners for the evening were- Henry
Nienhuis (3), Jim Heifetz (2), Chris Poissant,
Linda McQuade-Simms, Christopher

Dunsmuir (2), Richard Duquette, Phillip
Simms (2), Franco Farronato, John Bratton
and Bob Velensky. The club earned $32.00
through the sale of the draw tickets! Our
auction manager, Paul Johnson, reported that
receipts from the auction added $29.65 to the
club coffers and $53.00 resulting from
donated material.
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
donations. Please consider supporting your
club through a donation of numismatic
material or other items. We would like to
thank Italo Villella and Christopher Dunsmuir
for their kind donations to the club. (Don’t
forget to mention your donations to the club
secretary so that your support can be
recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place
on Tuesday, November 22, 2016, in the 1st
floor Banquet room of the Edithvale
Community Centre.

President Bill O’Brien presents Ted Banning with a Certificate of Appreciation from the club

President’s Message ...
continued from page 1
Speaking of Ben’s holiday I would like to
thank new member Christopher Dunsmuir
for stepping up and taking over the treasurer
job while Ben is on holidays. It’s nice to see
that some are still passionate about the hobby
and club. Thanks again Chris.
As I have mentioned too many times to
count the club invites all members to attend
the executive meetings that are held five times
a year. Voice your opinion on the club or
ways we can improve it. I’m all ears for
suggestions on activities for meetings,
speakers or topics for meetings. Here I go
again by repeating myself: the club is in
desperate need of draw prizes. The cupboards
are bare and it would be nice to stock up for
the approaching winter. I would like to thank
Italo and Chris for their generous donations
of draw prizes last month. One last thought on
the subject of draw prizes is that a donation
to the table of extraordinary prizes for our
Christmas meeting would be a warm holiday
gesture.
The show schedule is heading into
holiday mode with only two local show until
near the end of January. The Niagara Falls
Coin Club hold their annual show on the 26th
of the month and there’s only one show next
month and that is the Rotary club of Brampton
Coin Show. For a complete look ahead, see
the Coming Events listing in this bulletin.
But for now, it’s okay with me that the hobby
winds down a bit as our family and friends
and more important things in life take get our
attention.
Well that’s for this month, take it easy a
little, the world will not pass you bye. Until
the meeting on the 22nd.
Bill O’Brien

CLASSIFIEDS
WANT TO TRADE WORLD COINS?
I am looking to exchange duplicate world
coins with other collectors. So far I have had
some good experiences trading coins. Please
contact me at my e-mail address
boelens40@gmail.com or at 905-890-9484.
WANTED: for my personal collection tokens
from the Knapman Beach, or later called
Burlington Beach, or Canal Amusement Park
(1903-1978). Other related items would also
be considered. Contact me at
wsobcoins@hotmail.com – Thanks, Bill
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COMING EVENTS FOR FALL & WINTER
Nov. 19 – 20, Toronto, TOREX® - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto
on King,, 370 King Street West. Hours: Sat.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission $7. Under 16 Free! Featuring
Canada’s finest dealers in Canadian, ancient,
and foreign coins, paper money, coin and
paper money supplies and reference books.
Official Auctioneer: The Canadian
Numismatic Company. Auction Viewing
begins on Friday. For more information
contact Brian R. Smith, email
brian@torex.net, telephone 416-705-5348.
Website: http://www.torex.net
Nov. 26, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Coin
Club Show, Our Lady of Peace Hall, 6944
Stanley Avenue This popular one-day coin
show will feature dealers from across Canada
selling coins, paper money, tokens, books,
supplies, jewelery, stamps, post cards and
sports cards.
Dec. 4, Brampton, Rotary Club of Brampton
Coin and Trading Card Show, Century
Gardens Recreation Centre, 340 Vodden Rd.
E Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is $3,
under 14 free, free parking. Buy, sell, trade at
more than 40 tables of dealers, including a
Childrenís table. For more information
contact B&W Coins & Tokens c/o Willard
Burton, email willardb@bwcoin.com ,
telephone 905-450-2870.

Jan. 13 – 15, 2017, Downsview, UNIPEX
STAMP & COIN SHOW, Montecassino
Hotel, 3710 Chesswood Dr. A large selection
of stamp and coin dealers. For the stamp,
postcard, precancel, coin, foreign currency
collector and more, come to buy, sell or trade.
Contact Susan Cartini, telephone 416-2425900, email susancartini@rogers.com
Feb. 18, 2017, Oshawa, COIN-A-RAMA,
Five Points Mall, 285 Taunton RD E. Hours:
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and
membership draws PLUS hourly public
draws, free admission, featuring paper,
coins, tokens, medals, books &supplies and
many other items. For more information
contact Sharon Maclean, email
papman@bell.net, telephone 905-728-1352.
Website: http://www.oshawcoinclub.ca
Mar. 4 – 5, 2017, Mississuaga, Mississauga’s
14th Annual Coins and Stamps Show, John
Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra
Rd. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Over 30 dealers
& 60 dealer tables. Canadian and world
coins, banknotes, stamps and supplies. Buy,
sell, trade, appraise. For more information
contact
Les
Plonka,
email
leszekp@rogers.com, telephone 416-5057999. Website: http://www.troyakclub.com

Mar. 18, 2017, Cambridge, 26th Annual
Cambridge Coin Show, Cambridge
Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Road
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission. Buy,
sell, trade and evaluate at over 50 dealer
tables with coins, paper money, tokens,
medals, trade dollars, official Mint Products,
hobby supplies, reference catalogs and much
more. Fully accessible with lots of free parking
and on-site lunch counter. Donations to the
Cambridge Self Help Food Bank accepted. A
portion of the show proceeds will be donated
to charitable organizations. For more
information contact Ben Dettweiler, email
coinshow@waterloocoinsociety.com ,
telephone 519-807-1881. Website:
http://www.waterloocoinsociety.com
May 13, 2017, North York, North York Coin
Club Annual Coin Show, Edithvale
Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W. Hours:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission, free parking,
all sorts of collectibles and featuring coins,
paper money, tokens, etc. For more
information contact Paul Petch, email
coinshow@northyorkcoinclub.com ,
telephone 416-303-4417. Website:
www.northyorkcoinclub.com

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

The 2017 Special Edition Fine Silver Proof Set
The 2017 Special Edition Fine Silver Proof Set Canada 150: Our Home and Native Land, featuring a gold-plated version
of the Special Edition Proof Dollar a Special Edition non-circulating 50-cent piece and frosted, fine silver versions of the My
Canada, My Inspiration coins whose designs are described in the main article. Both coins pictured below make use of the sylized
maple leaf, which is the official Canada 150 logo.
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2017 Sesquicentennial Circulating Coin Designs Released
Compiled by Paul R. Petch
A 2017 Coin Design Competition

Selecting the Finalists

Just as a coin design competition was declared for 1967,
Confederation’s Centennial year, the Mint announced on March 11,
2015 a My Canada, My Inspiration coin design contest. This time
the contest was for Canadian Confederation’s Sesquicentennial
year in 2017 . . . that’s the year when Canada will reach its 150th
anniversary.
At that time Sandra L. Hanington, President and CEO of the
Royal Canadian Mint, said “As a curator of our nation’s history,
culture and values, the Mint is in a unique position to offer
Canadians a rare, once-in-a-generation opportunity to change the
face of our circulation coinage as a lasting tribute to Canada’s 150th
anniversary of Confederation. In addition to creativity, the Mint is
encouraging Canadians to demonstrate their overwhelming pride for
the best country in the world.”
Canadian residents were asked to demonstrate what Canada
means to them by entering coin designs in five theme categories with
all submissions due by April 30, 2015:

A team of employees and internal experts at the Royal Canadian
Mint and a panel of notable Canadians selected the five finalist
designs in each category from over ten thousand entries from every
province and territory.
Sandra Hanington commented, “I was delighted and impressed
by the artistic talent shown by Canadians in their design submissions
for the coin design contest. The next phase of the contest now lies
in the hands of the public who will choose what designs best
represent our country and the Mint looks forward to these circulation
coins being released during Canada’s 150th anniversary celebrations
in 2017.”
The notable Canadians who accepted the Mint’s invitation to
assist with the judging and serve on the panel were:

•
•
•
•
•

Our Wonders (Canada’s beauty, from nature to monuments)
Our Character (Values or principles which define Canadian
identity)
Our Achievements (Discoveries, exploration or victories)
Our Passions (From culture to sports, to pastimes)
Canada’s future (this category was reserved for Canadians 12years of age and under for use on the 25-cent coin)

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

. . . And the Winners Are . . .
Canadians selected the winning design for each category in an
online vote that took place from September 1 to October 9, 2015.
Each 2017-dated circulation coin denomination will feature one of
the winning designs and Canadians will be able to find these coins
in their change in the spring.
It was on November 2, 2016 that the Mint revealed the choice
of Canadians at simultaneous unveiling ceremonies in the
communities of each winning coin designer.
“As the country looks forward to marking Canada’s 150 birthday
next year, the Government of Canada is pleased that the Mint has

The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson, PC, CC, COM, CMM,
CD: Former Governor-General of Canada and journalist;
Colonel Chris Hadfield (Ret’d): Astronaut and author;
Rick Hansen: CEO of the Rick Hansen Foundation,
Canadian Paralympian and advocate for people with
disabilities famed for the Man In Motion World Tour;
Jan Hudec: Alpine ski racer and Sochi 2014 Winter Games
Bronze medallist;
Craig and Marc Kielburger: Co-founders the Free the
Children charity and of the Me to We social enterprise;
Wab Kinew: Musician, broadcaster and university
administrator;
Deepa Mehta: Film director and screen writer; and
Joannie Rochette: Figure skater and Vancouver 2010 Winter
Games Bronze medallist.

given Canadians a taste of celebrations to come by unveiling the
designs that will change the face of our 2017 circulation coins,” said
the Honourable Bill Morneau, Minister of Finance. “These coins will
stand the test of time as memorable keepsakes of a milestone in
Canadian history.”
“From the artists who shared their vision to the people who voted
for their favourite designs, Canadians showed how much Canada
means to them,” said Sandra Hanington, President and CEO of the
Royal Canadian Mint. “The My Canada, My Inspiration coin design
contest captured heartfelt expressions of the spirit of Canada and the
Mint is proud that our 2017 circulation coins will give Canadians
new stories worth holding onto as they celebrate Canada 150.”
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The five finalists of the Our Passions category

Five-Cent 150 Circulation Coin
The work of graphic designer Gerald Gloade, the winner of the
coin design celebrating Our Passions, will appear on the reverse side
of the 2017 five-cent circulation coin. The announcement was made
at Millbrook First Nation, Nova Scotia with the artist in attendance.
“I’ve always treasured the Alex Colville-designed set of
centennial coins that I received as a young boy and having the
chance to leave your own mark on a Canadian circulation coin is
an amazing way to be involved in the celebration of Canada 150,”
said Gerald Gloade. “As a proud Mi’kmaw, I was inspired to re-

Gerald Gloade’s winning design has the title Living Traditions

imagine the beaver of our traditional five-cent coin through the eyes
of my own First Nations culture.”
Gerald Gloade’s dynamic and spiritual illustration of a solitary
beaver was influenced by his northeastern woodland Algonkian
heritage and the wildlife theme of Canada’s 1967 commemorative
centennial coins. Created entirely with digital tools, his interpretation
of this iconic national symbol fuses the traditional with the new and
celebrates the importance of First Nations culture to Canada as all
its people unite in celebrating 150 years of Confederation.

GERALD GLOADE’S GIFT WILL BE ALL THE MORE SPECIAL FOR HIS GRANDDAUGHTER
Truro Daily News, November 2, 2016
Seven-week-old Nina Gloade-Raining Bird received a very
special gift Wednesday afternoon: a coin designed by her
grandfather.
When Millbrook resident Gerald Gloade’s design for the 150th
anniversary nickel was unveiled he was presented with a set of
Royal Canadian Mint coins. He passed the gift along to his infant
granddaughter.
“Knowing that this child is going to grow up with her grampie’s
coin, that’s a pretty big thing,” he said.
Thousands of designs were submitted to the My Canada, My
Inspiration contest and a panel of nine chose five finalists in each
category. Canadians were then invited to vote online for their
favourites. Gloade learned his design was a winner last Friday,
when a representative of the Royal Canadian Mint showed up at
his home.

“That changed everything,” he said. “You go from the final five
to the one that’s on the coin. When you submit this design into the
contest you think so many things. I think of my granddaughter
having a piece of that in her change, with that story and that
connection. I can see a future show and tell where she takes the coin
set into class and says, ‘My grampie did that.’ It’s almost like a
legacy of what you’re leaving behind; long after I’m gone they’ll
still be there.”
Gloade is very happy with the look of the coin, which was
unveiled during a ceremony at the Millbrook Cultural & Heritage
Centre. Unveiling ceremonies for the other 2017 coins were held
simultaneously in the home communities of the artists who created
their designs.
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The five finalists of the Our Character category

Ten-Cent 150 Circulation Coin
The Mint unveiled the work of Amy Choi, the winner of the coin
design celebrating Our Character, at an event held in Calgary,
Alberta. This is the design that will appear on the reverse side of the
2017 ten-cent circulation coin.
“My coin design expresses the hope that, one day, the offering
of the maple leaf will be as symbolic as the offering of an olive
branch,” said Amy Choi. “Since Canada is known world-wide for
its desire to promote peace, cooperation and diversity, I was moved
to combine the maple leaf and the dove as my way to show what I
admire most about my country.”
Though not a trained artist, Amy Choi was able to elegantly
illustrate what she felt Canada achieved in its first 150 years through
a work entitled Wings of Peace. Her design shows an airborne
maple leaf which forms the wings and tail of a dove delicately
outlined beneath it.

MOTHER’S WAR EXPERIENCES INSPIRE CALGARY CREATOR OF 2017 10-CENT COIN
by Valerie Fortney, Calgary Herald, November 2, 2016
She spoke Mandarin, he spoke Cantonese. Love at first sight,
though, has a way of surmounting even linguistic obstacles. “We were
engaged within a week, married a few days later,” says Ivy Choi with
a smile, as her husband James smiles back at her. “It was magical, we
just knew it was right.” On Wednesday morning, more than three
decades after she met her future husband, the Calgary mom is basking
in another magical moment.
The eldest of her four children, Amy Choi, is the guest of honour
at a special reception at the Glenbow Museum, where officials from
the Royal Canadian Mint unveil the design that will appear on the
reverse side of the 2017 10-cent circulation coin.
“My friends in other countries always talk to me
about how peaceful and welcoming Canada is,” says
Amy. “I wanted to reflect that in my design.”
“My mom and her family fled the war in
Vietnam,” she tells me before the official
celebrations get underway. Ivy Choi, whose
family was of Chinese ethnicity, was just 12 when
she found herself living in England, unable to
speak the language of her adopted country.
While Amy never took any formal art training,
she’s been drawing and painting since she was a kid. “I
used to always win colouring contests,” she says with a

chuckle. Despite getting a degree in chemistry from the University
of Calgary, the 31-year-old still hasn’t settled on a career. “I work as
a paralegal during the day and work at the restaurant at night,” she
says. “I still don’t know what I want to be when I grow up.”
“She is so talented and so modest,” says her younger sister Lily,
also on hand Wednesday for the ceremony, along with an aunt, uncle
and their 88-year-old grandmother, So Lan Choi. “I think she was
really inspired to do this design in honour of our parents, our
grandparents.” Amy agrees. “I’ve never taken being Canadian for
granted,” she says. “My parents made sure of that.”
To her, Wings of Peace is both a reflection of her
personal experience of being a first-generation
Canadian and how the world sees Canada. “I hope
that one day, the offering of a maple leaf will hold
the same symbolism as the offering of an olive
branch,” she says. “Our diversity, our
peacefulness is what we’re all about.”
After the unveiling of her daughter’s coin, Ivy
Choi is once again brought to tears. “We are all so
proud to be Canadian, we never forget how lucky
we are,” she says. “Since she was little, Amy always
had a special gift. To see her creation become part of
this collection, it just feels like it was meant to be.”

Amy Choi’s winning design has the title Wings of Peace
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The five finalists of the Our Future category

Twenty-five-Cent 150 Circulation Coin
It was announced in Richmond Hill, Ontario, that the work of
young artist Joelle Wong, created when she was eight years old, won
the category of Canada’s Future. This is a special category for
artists 12-years of age and younger and it was planned from the start
that the winning design would appear on the reverse side of the 2017
25-cent circulation coin.
“I love animals and green spaces and that gave me the idea of
showing my hope for Canada’s future in a painting that celebrates
the importance of our nature and native Canadian culture,” said

Joelle Wong’s winning design has the title Hope for a Green Future

Joelle Wong. “It’s amazing that so many Canadians liked my way
of wishing a happy birthday to my beautiful homeland — Canada!”
Joelle Wong worked with one of her teachers to research
Canadian wildlife and indigenous art techniques to develop her
painting of animals commonly represented in aboriginal culture. A
turtle, bird and beaver, all decorated with aboriginal patterns, are
reaching for a plant growing out of a pair of hands to symbolize how
we are all connected in protecting Canada’s nature.

The five finalists of the Our Achievements category

One-dollar 150 Circulation Coin
It was announced at an event in St. Catharines, Ontario, that
Wesley Klassen’s design won the popular vote for the coin celebrating
Our Achievements. This striking design will appear on the reverse side
of the 2017 one-dollar circulation coin.
“It’s an amazing honour to have my artwork displayed on the 2017
one-dollar coin and this will make memories of Canada 150 that
much more special for me and my family,” said Wesley Klassen. “I
chose images that are in one way or another connected to the railroad,

for which all Canadians can be forever grateful, and I’m touched that
my design appealed to so many of them.”
Drawing on childhood memories of family vacations, Wesley
Klassen chose to celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary by illustrating
the iconic engineering achievements that dominate our landscape
from east to west — all of which is connected by railroad. His reverse
design of the 2017 $1 circulation coin features landmarks such as the
Lion’s Gate Bridge, a prairie grain elevator, the CN Tower, Quebec
City’s majestic Chateau Frontenac Hotel and an East Coast lighthouse.
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Flashback To Tuesday, September 1, 2015:
St. Catharines Man’s Design Right On the Money
by Karena Walter, The Standard
As a new coin collector, Wesley Klassen enjoys keeping an eye
out for different types of coins and trying to find them in his pocket
change. The idea that one of those Royal Canadian Mint coins may
bear a design of his own in the future is amazing. “To get this far, I
feel like a winner already,” said Klassen, who was announced as a
finalist Tuesday in the Royal Canadian Mint’s My Canada, My
Inspiration coin design contest.
The 49-year-old St. Catharines man’s design featuring iconic
images from across the country is one of 25 chosen from over 10,000
entries. He found out in early August he was a finalist but had to keep
it secret until Tuesday’s announcement. “I have not been able to
share this until today and it has been agonizing keeping it to myself,
but for good reason,” he laughed.
“Today, it’s been an emotional roller coaster with it going public
on the Internet. It’s just amazing.”
Klassen, an electrician with Ontario Power Generation, has no
formal art training but enjoys painting, sketching and photography as
a hobby. He credits his parents with instilling the gift of creativity in
their children — his father, John Klassen, designed the Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake crest in 1971 with no formal training either.
About a year ago, Klassen said a friend got him interested in coin
collecting and he learned about the mint’s contest from an email.
The idea for his coin featuring Canada’s achievements started with
Sir John A. MacDonald’s 200th birthday anniversary this year and his
promise to connect Canada from coast to coast by railroad. Klassen
based the sketch around the train idea but wanted to tie it together so
it represented as much of Canada as possible. Starting from east to
west, he added fishing boats, a lighthouse and Peggy’s Cove, Chateau
Frontenac, the CN Tower, Prairie grain elevators and Lions’ Gate
Bridge in B.C.

“The Canadian mint is probably one of the leaders
in the world in making coins. It’s phenomenal the detail
that they can put on a coin, regardless of how small it
is,” he said. “I realized I had the ability to put a lot of
detail into the coin.”
Klassen’s Coast to Coast design is up against submissions in the
achievements category by residents from Ottawa, Halifax, NS,
Buchanan, SK and Delta, BC — the latter design is also called Coast
to Coast.
Christine Aquino, director of communications and public affairs
at the Royal Canadian Mint, said it’s rare the mint invites the public
to submit designs. It receives hundreds of coin suggestions a year from
people, so it decided to invite Canadians to design coins for Canada’s
150. “There’s quite a wide array of designs to choose from so we were
absolutely thrilled with the response we received,” she said.
The five winners will receive $2,000 each and a trip to Ottawa for
the unveiling of their coins. “To have the opportunity to design a
circulation coin comes along once in a generation,” she said.
Klassen said it would be an honour to be chosen and have his
design become part of Canadian history. He encouraged people to go
online and vote. “I’d be happy if it was for me but I still encourage
everybody to go online and vote for whomever their favourites are,”
he said. It’s something he did on Tuesday in all the categories. “I am
very impressed,” he said. “There are some absolutely wonderful,
creative, artistic designs.”

Wesley Klassen at home with his sketch pad Tuesday September 1,
2015. Klassen has made the finalists
in the Royal Canadian Mint coin design contest.

Wesley Klassen’s winning design has the title Connecting a Nation

PAGE 10 — N OVEMBER 2016 — N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN

The five finalists of the Our Wonders category

Two-dollar 150 Circulation Coin
The reverse side of the two-dollar circulation coin will show the winning
design celebrating Our Wonders. The Mint unveiled the work of Dr. Timothy Hsia
at an event in Richmond, British Columbia.
“The northern lights are a true Canadian wonder, one that all Canadians from
sea to sea can appreciate and call their own. To me, this radiant light display
embodies Canada’s unity and beauty,” said Timothy Hsia. “I titled my design
‘Dance of the Spirits’ after how the Cree people attribute the northern lights to
the special moment when the spirits manifest themselves, dancing, to the human
eyes and minds below. I am thrilled that so many fellow Canadians share this sense
of wonder I feel for Canada and her glorious nature.”
Always looking at nature with a painter’s eye, Timothy Hsia created Dance
of the Spirits, showing a pair of paddlers dwarfed by a night sky alive with the
ever-shifting movement of the Aurora Borealis. The paddlers pause and gaze
awestruck in wonder of the mesmerizing scene unfolding above them.
The Mint is also launching an extensive collector coin program in celebration
of Canada 150. Interested collectors can sign up at www.mint.ca to receive the
latest product news.

Timothy Hsia’s winning design has the title
Dance of the Spirits

MAKING A MINT: COIN-COLLECTING RICHMOND DOC DESIGNS NEW TOONIE
by Alan Campbell, Richmond News, November 4, 2016
Next spring, when you get a toonie in your change at the checkout,
take a closer look at it — there’s a serious Richmond, B.C. connection
to that little piece of metal. Last year, out of thousands of entries,
Timothy Hsia’s design, called Dance of the Spirits, was chosen as a
finalist in the “Our Wonders” category, but it was only a week or so
ago that Hsia, 32, took a call to be told by the Mint that he had actually
won. “I was absolutely ecstatic and was pretty much in shock.”
Hsia, who lives in south Richmond, admitted he thought his
brother, Stephen, 30, a commercial litigation lawyer — who was also
a finalist in a different category — would win. “When we were
putting our designs together, we really wanted each other to win, so
we quite often made suggestions to change this or change that in the
design,” said Timothy. “It was very much a team effort and this win
is partly his.”
The brothers told the News last year how their “hero grandpa”
grew up in poverty and ran away from home at age 11 with nothing
but three coins that his mother entrusted with him. “Over his lifetime,
he excelled academically, qualified for the Olympics in track and field,
flew bombers in the Second World War with the Flying Tigers,
and became a successful businessman in Hong Kong,” Stephen said
at the time.In 1968, their grandfather immigrated to Richmond, which
he called home until his death in 2010.

When the brothers were growing up, their grandpa, an avid coin
collector, would give each of his grandchildren a gold coin on their
birthdays.“We appreciated the gesture and, over time, realized that
Grandpa had effectively made us coin collectors ourselves. We were
inspired by the beautiful designs of Grandpa’s coins and we dedicate
our coin designs to him.”

North York Coin Club
Etobicoke-Mississauga
Coin and Collectibles Club
Toronto Coin Club
TUESDAY D ECEMBER 13 — at Tucker’s Marketplace, 15 Carlson Court, Etobicoke
We start gathering at 6:00 p.m. for buffet dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets now on sale — $35 per person. The bigger our group, the better our room!
* * * Come for an evening of good food, fun, gift exchange, 50-50 and draw prizes * * *
TH

This year the Toronto Coin Club is joining the Etobicoke-Mississauga Coin and Collectibles Club and the
North York Coin Club in co-hosting a club Christmas dinner at Tucker’s Marketplace, located in the area of Dixon
Road and HWY 27 in north Etobicoke. The price is $35 per person for the Tucker buffet including Salads, Soups &
Chili, BBQ Grill, Carvery Table, Main Course Table, Stir Fries, Pastas, Seafood, Bread Bakery, Dessert Bar, Ice
Cream Stand, Fruitstand, also one draft beer or house wine. Extra beverages are your own responsibility. The $35
price includes taxes and gratuity. Please pay Treasurer Ben Boelens at a club meeting in advance if you can.
Following the dinner, festivities will continue with the usual draw prizes, optional gift exchange ($10 gift items
marked as “male” or “female”, please) and 50-50 draw familiar at both of the clubs.

Guests and Members of Other Area Coin Clubs are Welcome to Join Us!
To register, please notify Ben Boelens by e-mail at boelens40@gmail.com or telephone 905-890-9484

Map to Tucker’s Marketplace
15 Carlson Court,
Etobicoke ON M9W 6A2
From Dixon Road turn north on
Attwell Drive and then right on
Carlson Court
The entrance to the parking lot
is a right hand turn.
For TTC you can use the
52ABD bus
from the Lawrence West station.
www.northyorkcoinclub.ca

www.gta-collects.ca

www.torontocoinclub.ca

