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THE BULLETIN FOR JUNE & JULY 2015
CELEBRATING MAGNA CARTA

The Magna Carta, latin for Great Charter,
turned 800 on June 15. Hailed as a landmark
in world history, not just British history, it was
“signed” between the King of England and
the English nobility in the year 1215. The
Magna Carta limited the power of the throne
and was the first significant limit placed on
governmental authority.

Under pressure from a group of some
forty English barons unhappy with
the crown’s excessive taxation, King
John agreed to affix his seal to the
charter at Runnymede, near
Windsor. The site is still a field today,
part of National Trust land on the
banks of the River Thames.

Like many writings in the pre-
paper period, the 3,500-word
agreement was originally written on
vellum, or calfskin parchment. The
document itself had a preamble and
63 clauses, and was written in Latin.

In perhaps its most enduring legacy, the
Magna Carta mandated that no man be
imprisoned, stripped of his possessions or
exiled “except by the lawful judgment of his
equals or by the law of the land.” Basically,
it said the government must act according to
its own laws. That was a huge step toward
establishing the modern legal and justice
system. 

King John had the Magna Carta annulled
by the Vatican within a few months of its
signing, and the rebellious barons
excommunicated by the church. When Henry
III reissued the document ten years later, he
whittled it down to 27 clauses from 69 — and

today, just three of its original clauses remain
part of English law

The Magna Carta was really about the
barons of England protecting their own legal
rights, and there was no concept at the time
of protecting the rights of your average
Englander. It was a case of the rich and
powerful protecting themselves from the
slightly more rich and powerful.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 23

IITT’’SS IINN TTHHEE BBAANNQQUUEETT RROOOOMM::
We start gathering in the Banquet

Room on the first floor of the 
Edithvale Community Centre, 
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start 

scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
This is our final meeting before a short

summer break: there will be no July
meeting. We invite members to bring along
recent finds or favourite items from their
collection for a member participation night. 

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material. 
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an

auction at this meeting.

NONO JULJULYY MEETING!MEETING!

The Royal Mint produced a collector coin
to commemorate Magna Carta at the start of
the year. The coin is presented in medieval-
inspired packaging that both displays the coin
and reveals the story of the Magna Carta and
its far-reaching influence across the world
and the centuries. It was designed by

experienced coinage artist John Bergdahl.
The Royal Mint admitted that the image used
on the coin packaging is a well-known visual
representation of historical events from the
time, and not a factual depiction. The Magna
Carta was in fact witnessed and sealed by
King John and not physically signed.
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The 611th meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, May 26, 2015 in
the 1st floor Banquet room. It was hammered
to order at 7:30 P.M. with our President, Bill
O’Brien, in the chair and 23 members and 1
guest in attendance.

Member George Kopel was not present
when his name was drawn to receive the on-
time attendance draw prize of $4.00. The draw
will increase to $6.00 for the June 23th meeting.

Our special guest speaker for the evening
was Mr. Robert Forbes, of Toronto, who is a
well-known numismatist and collector of
high-end Canadian and Newfoundland
Decimal coins. Less well known is his
collection of French Regime material, which
was the topic of his presentation. Bob was
introduced by Henry Nienhuis who reminded
those present that Bob is currently the 2nd Vice-
President of the RCNAand that he is running
as the Association’s 1st Vice-President in the
current election.

Bob focused on the coinage of France that
circulated in the colony in the 17–18th century,
as well as the coinage that was struck in France

specifically for her colonies- French North
America, Caribbean, etc. There were a total of
29 Mints in France producing coinage at the
time under Royal franchise. This continued
until 1759. The earliest copper coins
(1620–60) were the Tournois and Double-
Tournois. Also old, worn French coinage,
called Douzain were counter-stamped with
the fleur-de-lis for circulation in the colony.
Bob also introduced the topic of the “John
Law debased silver coinage” of 1720–1725.

Throughout his talk, Bob answered a
number of questions from the interested
audience, after which Bill O’Brien presented
him with a certification of appreciation.

Bill then called for our customary
refreshment break from 8:16-8:40 p.m. prior
to starting with the business portion of the
meeting.

Moving on to business items, Bill asked
members present if they had noticed any errors
or omissions in the minutes of the April
meeting as published in the May newsletter.
There being no corrections to the minutes
Norman G. Gordon made a motion to accept

the minutes, which was seconded by Len
Kuenzig. Motion carried. Ben Boelens, our
treasurer, then gave a brief report on the club’s
financial status.

At the last meeting the membership
expressed concern that our receptionist,
Franco Farronato, had not attended recent
meetings. Bill took the action item to follow
up and contact Franco. Bill reported that
Franco was recovering from recent open-heart
surgery and that he plans to be back starting
with our September meeting. Everyone
wished Franco a speedy recovery! Len
Kuenzig agreed to act as receptionist for the
evening.

The next item of business was the
upcoming RCNA election. Henry mentioned
that because the club is a member of the
RCNA they would be receiving a ballot with
the June issue of the CN Journal. He also
talked briefly of the process and the candidates
that are running in the election and said that he
would be available if anyone who is a member
had any question. Bill mentioned that the club
would be discussing the election ballot at the
next meeting in June.

With the business portion complete, Bill
asked if there was any news of upcoming
shows that anyone wanted to talk about. Jared
Stapleton asked for the floor to remind the club

NEWS OF THE MAY 2015 MEETING

Bob with his display 
of French Regime material

A Louis d’or of 1741 from the
wreck of the Auguste 

and a billon Sou Marqué
of 1738

President Bill O’Brien presents Bob 
with a certificate of appreciation
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COMING EVENTS FOR SUMMER 2015

June 27 – 28, Toronto, TOREX – Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto
on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7,
under 16 free. Featuring Canada’s finest
dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign
coins, paper money, coin and paper money
supplies and reference books. Official
auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic
Company. For more information contact Brian
R. Smith, email brian@torex.net, telephone
416. Website: http://www.torex.net/
Aug. 9, Paris, S.W.O.N., Paris Fairgrounds,
139 Silver Street Coin and Collectable Show.
Admission $3 which includes a ticket on the
gold coin draw. More than 55 tables and 30
dealers. Coins, paper money, military,
jewellery and more. Hot and cold food and
drinks available at show. For more
information contact Ted Bailey, email
tedscollectables@bellnet.ca, telephone 1-519-
442-3474 or 1-866-747-2646. Website:
http://teds collectables.com/

Aug. 31, Woodstock, 26th Annual
Woodstock Coin Show, Woodstock
Community Complex, 381 Finkle Street
inside Goff Hall. Hours: 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Admission $1 (kids free). Free
parking, lunch counter, hourly draws. For
more information contact Rick Johnson, email
martjohn@execulink.com, telephone 519-
537-3858. 
Sept. 13, Brampton, Rotary Club of
Brampton Coin and Trading Card Show,
Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340
Vodden Rd. E Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Admission is $3, under 14 free. Buy, sell,
trade and appraise at more than 40 tables of
dealers, including a Children’s table. Free
Parking. Funds raised for Children’s Charities. 
Sept. 19 – 20, London, Jeffrey Hoare
Auctions Numismatic & Military Sale
No.118, The Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd
(off Hwy 401) Saturday - Numismatic

Session. Sunday - Military Session. In
conjunction with London Numismatic
Society. For more information contact Mrs.
Wendy A. Hoare, email
jhoare@jeffreyhoare.on.ca, telephone 519-
473 7491. Website: http://jeffreyhoare.on.ca/
Sept. 20, London, London 23rd Annual Coin
Show, The Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd. (off
Hwy 401) Displays and dealers for coins,
medals, notes and tokens. Admission $2.00.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information
contact London Numismatic Society, email
tedleitch@hotmail.ca, telephone 519-472-
9679. 
Sept. 26, Guelph, Guelph Fall Coin Show,
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 234, 57
Watson Parkway South Hours: 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission $3, under 16 free. Free level
parking, fully accessible. Lunch counter, free
draw for gold coin; coins, banknotes, tokens,
Canadian Tire money, medals, books and
supplies at more than 35 dealer tables.
Featuring some of Canada’s top numismatic
dealers. Club-sponsored Kid’s Table for under
14; buy, sell, trade or evaluate. For more
information contact Mike Hollingshead, email
cholling@uoguelph.ca, telephone 519-823-
2646. 

Listings are courtesy of   Canadian Coin News Coming Events

of the upcoming Toronto Coin Expo. He
mentioned that there would be an educational
event on Saturday with Chris Boyer speaking
to the collecting youth in the morning and our
own Len Kuenzig speaking at a meeting of the
Centennial Collectors Club in the afternoon.
He also reminded people of the Geoffrey Bell
auction taking place on May 28–29 featuring
material from the Richard Cooper collection
as well as the Geoffrey Bell token collection.

Dr. Kay mentioned that it was 50-years
ago that the US Surgeon General published his
historic report on the Health Consequences of
Smoking and its links to some forms of cancer.
Marvin brought with him a number of tokens
with slogans against cigarette smoking.

Harvey Shutter rose to talk about attending
the Royal Philatelic Association in London.
He brought with him a booklet he purchased
on John McCrae commemorating the 100th

anniversary of the “In Flanders Fields” poem

he wrote after the devastating Battle of Ypres.
After he purchased it, Harvey was surprised
to find an excellent token included with it
featuring the first stanza of the poem.

The next order of business was the regular
club auction and lucky draw. Dick Dunn
served as our Auctioneer, while Andrew Silver
volunteered as the Runner for the evening.
Lucky draw numbers were called at various
times while the auction took place. Lucky
draw winners for the evening were- Len
Kuenzig, Peter White (2), Hamo Yeritsian (2),
Henry Nienhuis (3), Andrew Silver (2), Bill
O’Brien, Tony Hine (3), Bob Velensky, Paul
Johnson, David Bawcutt and Richard
Duquette. The club earned $27.00 through
the sale of the draw tickets! Our auction
manager, David Bawcutt, reported that
receipts from the auction added $29 to the
club coffers (which included $16.00 generated
through donations.)

There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
donations. We would especially like to thank
Tony Hine for his kind donation of a reference
book. Please consider supporting your club
through a donation of numismatic material or
other items. (Don’t forget to mention your
donations to the club secretary so that your
support can be recognized in the minutes and
newsletter.)

Our next regular meeting will take place
on Tuesday June 23rd, 2015, in the 1st floor
Banquet Room of the Edithvale Community
Centre.

July 22 – 26, Halifax, NS RCNA Convention, Westin Nova Scotian, 1181 Hollis St. The
annual bourse and convention of the Royal Canadian Numismatic Assocation. Events
include Canada’s most prestigious bourse, educational forum, specialist club meetings, annual
general meeting, exhibits, Royal Canadian Mint booth, awards banquet and more. More
details to follow closer to event. Official auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic Company,
http://www.tcncoins.com/. For more information contact Paul Johnson, email info@rcna.ca,
telephone 647-401-4014. Website: http://www.rcna.ca/2015/
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KELOWNA MOM AND DAUGHTER UNITED

OVER ROYAL CANADIAN MINT COIN
bbyy  KKeevviinn  PPaarrnneellll,,  KKeelloowwnnaa  CCaappiittaall  NNeewwss

Bringing sunshine to gardens across
Canada, Rudbeckia hirta—commonly
known as the black-eyed Susan—is one of
the most popular wildflowers that grow in
Canada. The Royal Canadian Mint continues
its celebration of Canada’s beloved floral
species with this fine silver coin that features
a colourful black-eyed Susan ornamented
with three sparkling crystal-coloured
Swarovski® elements. It is promoted as an
excellent addition to any nature-focused,
floral, or Canadiana collection and a truly
collectible piece of art for appreciators.

It features:

• This is the sixth coin in the series of
wonderful fine silver coins featuring some of
Canada’s most beloved flowers, each dotted
with crystal-coloured Swarovski® elements. 
• The immaculate, mirror-like proof finish
and the application of colour over the

design’s finely detailed struck components brings added dimension
to this remarkable portrait of a favourite summertime wildflower 
• Crafted from 99.99% pure silver, the highly detailed design
exemplifies the artistry and craftsmanship for which the Royal
Canadian Mint is internationally renowned. 

About the Design:
The coin recreates the

golden beauty of the
Rudbeckia hirta or
black-eyed Susan,
as viewed from the
front and just
slightly above the
flower. Like the
spokes of a wheel,
12 bright yellow
petals spread out
from the prominent,
dark brown centre cone
as though each is embracing
the summer sunshine after a light
summer rain. This large, daisy-like blossom stands atop a terminal
shoot, with a smooth-edged, dark green leaf growing outwards
from the left side of the green stem. Detailed engraving recreates
the leaf’s deep veins and the folds of each colourful petal; of these,
three are adorned with a sparkling crystal-coloured Swarovski®
element that recreates the appearance of dew drops clinging to the
black-eyed Susan’s petals.

Call it a premonition, coincidence or just
plain fate.

But when nine-year-old Sarah Koss read a
story about a young girl’s father who painted
the design for a coin, she thought that would be
very cool if that happened to her. That was 14
years ago. But the story stuck with her.

Now 23, that story did in fact play out in
Sarah’s life. Last year her mom—Kelowna
painter Laurie Koss—was asked by the Royal
Canadian Mint to submit a painting of a flower
for the design of the 2015 $20 fine silver coin.
At the start of May that painting, reproduced
on a collector’s coin, was released by the Mint
as part of a series featuring some of Canada’s
most beloved flowers.

“I used to read American Girl magazine all
the time and I still have piles of them in the
basement,” said Sarah this week of the story
that stuck with her. “That was the one article
that really stood out to me. I just thought it was
so cool.”

So it was an amazing feeling for
Sarah when her dream became a
possibility last year when the Royal
Canadian Mint approached her mother
to design a painting for the sixth coin in
what has become a highly sought after
series of fine silver coins. “It’s a bit
surreal really,” said Sarah. “I don’t know
why that stuck out in my mind but it did.
It’s funny. Who knows if I had a
premonition or something. I’m just so
proud of my mom.”

And well she should be. The release of the silver coin—a
collector’s item that retails for $119.95—comes less than a year after
Koss also designed a stamp for Canada Post. Both the stamp and the
coin feature Koss’ trademark floral paintings. After this year’s stamp
was released featuring a pansy, Koss designed the coin painting of a
flower known as a black-eyed Susan with twelve bright yellow petals
spread out from the prominent dark brown centre.

Once the coin was released, Sarah posted a status on Facebook
about her earlier experience of reading that story as a child and her wish
that one of her parents could make that happen for her. She called it a
dream come true. And mom Laurie was thrilled.

“The fact my daughter would read a story at age nine and to
actually have it come true is bizarre,” said Laurie. “It just warmed my
heart to read that. It’s hard to describe my feelings. I’m very honoured
and a little choked up. I feel incredibly blessed.”

Mother Laurie Koss (right) and daughter
Sarah with the painting that is embossed on a

new Royal Canadian Mint $20 coin.
— image credit: James Koss

FROM THE RCM PRESS RELEASE ...



During the last decade Canadian
Medallic Art has been making great strides
and we can now record very creditable
productions as various artists are entering the
field. It has been our custom to describe each
year the better class of medals being made
in the United States during the previous year,
and we are now presenting some of the more
artistic Canadian medals made in 1915. 

The dies for the Doverdourt Backyard
Garden Medal were cut by a Swiss engraver
living in Toronto named A.M. Doret. 

The reverse design is adapted from a
painting by Ernest Welbourn. [Ernest
Charles Walbourn (16 February 1872
Dalston, Middlesex - 1927) was a British
landscape painter of rural and farming
scenes. He was the second of five children
and was educated locally. His father, who
owned property in Tasmania/Australia,
initially disapproved of his artistic
ambitions, but later helped with the setting
up of a studio at the family home and the
funding of his art training.

In 1895 he settled in Chingford, Essex
and began exhibiting at the Royal Institute
of Oil Painters. From 1897 his paintings
were exhibited at the Royal Academy and at
the Royal Society of British Artists. His

works were well received, many being sold
through the London art dealers, W. W.
Sampson & Louis Wolfe. In 1906, he
married Eva Gardner/Knight who assisted
by painting the backgrounds of some of his
larger works, later achieving recognition in
her own right. From Wikipedia … Ed.]

The medals were made by Ryrie Bros.,
Toronto. [These were Toronto medallists and
manufacturing jewellers, established in 1879
and acquired by Birks in 1924. The firm was
known as James Ryrie & Co. until 1897
when it became Ryrie Bros. Several other
medals were struck by the firm, including a
Juniors Fours Canoeing  medal in 1901, a
medal in 1918 for a Victory Loan essay
competition among schools, some medals
for the Y.M.C.A. baseball leagues and one
for the Toronto 1934 centenary. The Ryrie
Bros. information was researched by Ross
Irwin in the Transactions of the Canadian
Numismatic Society, Vol. 27 p. 51, and
included in Robert C. Willey’s Dictionary of
Canadian Medallists, edited by Ronald
Greene, 1998 … Ed.]

The object of this medal is to encourage
the people in beautifying their homes by
awarding it as a prize in Backyard Gardens
contests, conducted in the city of Toronto.
616 gardens were entered in the contest and
the prizes were awarded at a public meeting
held at Massey Hall, September 10th 1915,
consisting of $1000 in cash, eight large silver
cups and nine silver and ten bronze medals. 
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THE DOVERCOURT BACKYARD GARDEN MEDAL
bbyy  RRoobbeerrtt  WWaallllaaccee  MMccLLaacchhllaann  ffrroomm  TThhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  NNuummiissmmaattiiccss  aarrttiiccllee  

AArrttiissttiicc  aanndd  HHiissttoorriicc  MMeeddaallss  SSttrruucckk  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  iinn  11991155

Photo credit: Yale University Art Gallery

Obv. DOVERCOURT . LAND . BUILDING . & . SAVINGS /
COMPANY-LIMITED; within an inner circle: 

BACK YARD / GARDEN-CONTEST / AWARDED TO 
A tablet surrounded by a garland of roses. 

Rev. A garden scene in a backyard 
with a woman plucking flowers.

Size 71.6mm. 

From The Toronto World of May 25, 1915
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As Canadians prepare to celebrate Canada Day, the Royal Canadian
Mint has issued a new 25-cent circulation coin commemorating the
50th anniversary of the universally recognized Canadian flag. The coin
was unveiled on June 9 at centre field in Toronto’s Varsity Stadium,
before the kick-off to a CFL exhibition game between the Toronto
Argonauts and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers.

“The Mint is delighted to join in the celebration of the national flag’s
50th anniversary by issuing a commemorative 25-cent circulation
coin which will reach Canadians living in every province and territory,”
said Sandra Hanington, President and CEO of the Royal Canadian
Mint. “The 50th birthday of our red and white maple leaf flag, which
has blossomed into a universal symbol of Canadian pride, is a great
theme for a new circulation coin and an important step in the
countdown towards the 150th anniversary of Confederation in 2017.”

Designed by Nova Scotia artist Bonnie Ross, the reverse of this new
25-cent circulation coin features an illustration of our national flag
surrounded by fifty children, each
of whom represent one of the
flag’s 50 years, as well as
Canada’s future. The words “50
years/ans also appear at the
bottom center of the design.

Bonnie Ross works out of her
home studio in Halifax. A
graduate of the Colchester
Regional Vocational School, Ross
received the Lieutenant Governor
of Nova Scotia Silver Medal for
outstanding achievement in the
community and qualities of
leadership. Studying under the
guidance of renowned late Halifax artist Ruth Wainwright in 1982,
Ross has also taken illustration courses in Halifax and New York.

Recognized for her ability
to emulate any style or
content, Ross has illustrated
several stamps for Canada
Post including the double
stamp Tall Ships (2000). A
founding member of the Nova
Scotia Illustrators Network, she
won the 2001 Nova Scotia
Department of Tourism best poster
award. She’s been commissioned by the
Royal Canadian Mint to design several coins, three of which have been
minted. She is also the artist of the War of 1812 coins and the 2007 $25
Sterling Silver Hologram Biathlon Coin as well as the 2014 silver
dollar.

Out of a total of mintage of 12.5 million coins, 6.25 million will
be coloured, and an equal number will be non-coloured. They will begin
circulating nationally as of June 9, 2015. Canadians can start looking
for this coin in their change, attend coin exchanges at special events
in select locations across Canada and at the Mint’s Ottawa, Winnipeg
and Vancouver boutiques, or obtain limited quantities through an
online coin exchange at www.mint.ca/flag (limited to Canada only).

The Mint is also celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Canadian
flag through several collector coins released in 2015, including the
Proof Silver Dollar and Fine Silver Proof Set, a pure gold 50-cent coin,
and a coloured $3 fine silver coin, among others.

RCM 25-CENT CIRCULATION COIN

MARKS THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CANADIAN FLAG
ffrroomm  tthhee  RRooyyaall  CCaannaaddiiaann  MMiinntt’’ss  wweebb  ssiittee  oonn  tthhee  IInntteerrnneett  

Michael ‘Pinball’ Clemons, Vice Chair of the TorontoArgos &
former Argos player, holds the new 25-cent flag coin

Top: the paint line 
Above: detail showing coins on the printing pad
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By the sixth century BCE,
when coinage came into wide use
in the Mediterranean world, ships
had evolved to a high technical
level. Most ships on ancient coins
are rowing galleys: big, fragile
racing shells designed for
ramming. Rowers were free
citizens, often highly trained
athletes. Hollywood, as usual
with history, gets it wrong; galley
slaves were a medieval
innovation rarely employed in the
ancient world. Cargo ships,
which relied more on sails, were
not symbols of power and appear
on coins less often.

Greeks
“We live around the

shores of the sea like frogs
around a pond,” said the
philosopher Plato1 (c.
424-347 BCE).
Considering the
importance of
maritime trade and
conflict in ancient
Greece, it is
surprising how few
ships appear on
archaic (before 500
BCE) and classical (500 –
336 BCE) Greek coins. We
hardly ever see a whole ship, usually only
the prow (the bow section, with the ram) or the stern (where the
steersman sat).

Mariners are famously superstitious–was it bad luck to depict an
entire ship? Probably not, since vase paintings of this era often show
complete vessels. More likely it was simply too difficult for die cutters
to engrave so many oars. Even a small warship (the pentekonter) had
25 oars per side, while the standard war vessel (the trireme) had 85
oars per side, packed in three tiers.

Phaselis, established about 700 BCE on the south coast of Lycia
in Asia Minor, may have been the first Greek city to use a ship as its
emblem on coins. The obverse of a rare silver tetrobol (c. 500 – 440
BCE) shows the bow of a ship (in the form of a boar) while the reverse
shows the graceful upward sweep of the stern. Two centuries later, on
a handsome silver stater, the style is more refined, but the imagery is
the same (Coinage is conservative!). Note the prominent “eyes,” which
were carved from marble, painted, and attached to the bow. Greeks
believed these eyes gave the vessel a living spirit and helped it to find
its way (Carlson, 359).

Zancle (now Messina, Sicily), founded as a Greek colony in the
eighth century BCE, was another early user of the ship’s prow on
coinage. A tetradrachm of about 494 BCE shows a samaina, a
distinctive type of warship developed by the island of Samos.

In the Hellenistic era (336-146 BCE) ships appear more frequently
on  Greek coins. Demetrius I of Macedon (who ruled 301-283) issued
handsome silver tetradrachms to celebrate his naval victories. On the
obverse, Nike (winged goddess of victory) stands on a platform at the
richly decorated prow of a galley, blowing a trumpet. She holds a ship’s
mast, symbolic of sea power. On the reverse, Poseidon is about to hurl
his trident. Thanks to a hoard of high-grade examples that reached the
market in the 1990s, such magnificent coins typically sell for about
US$5000.

SHIPS ON ANCIENT COINS: A NAUTICAL ODYSSEY
bbyy  MMiikkee  MMaarrkkoowwiittzz  ffrroomm  tthhee    CCooiinnWWeeeekk  AAnncciieenntt  CCooiinn  SSeerriieess  oonn  tthhee  IInntteerrnneett  

“We keep you alive to serve this ship. So row well and live.” –  Quintus Arrius, Ben Hur (1959)
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Phoenicia and Carthage
The Phoenicians, who lived along the coast of Lebanon and Syria,

were the first great maritime
commercial empire. They

voyaged the length and
breadth of the

Mediterranean and
out into the
Atlantic, trading
for tin, copper,
amber, fine
fabrics and ivory.
Beginning in the

fifth century BCE,
the main coin-issuing

Phoenician cities were
Tyre (Sur), Sidon (Saida),

Byblos (Jubail) and Arados
(Arwad).

Phoenician coins often represent waves of the sea abstractly as a
series of zigzag lines, but ships are shown in considerable detail, with
the round shields of warriors arrayed along the railing. A half-shekel
of Sidon shows the sail “reefed” up to the yardarm, hanging in loose
folds.

Carthage, founded as a colony of Tyre around 800 BCE, eventually
challenged Rome for dominance of the Mediterranean. One of the few
Carthaginian coins to show a ship was struck for Hamilcar Barca
(father of Hannibal) at Cadiz in Spain (c. 237-209 BCE). On this rare
silver shekel, a dolphin swims alongside the prow, a sight still familiar
to mariners.

Romans
The Romans were not great seafarers, but their heavy bronze (aes

grave) coinage proudly commemorated their creation of a navy from
scratch in the First Punic War (264 – 241 BCE). According to
Polybius2, the Romans captured a Carthaginian warship that ran
aground and proceeded to “reverse engineer” it, building 100 copies
that became the backbone of the Roman fleet. Centuries later, Roman
bronze coins were still nicknamed “ships” (naves in Latin) even
though the coin’s design had changed.

Some of the most common and
affordable Roman silver coins
depicting a ship are the
“Legionary” issues struck
to pay the army of Mark
Antony during the civil
war in 32 BCE. These
coins honour 23
numbered legions and
two elite units, the
Praetorian Cohorts (the
c o m m a n d e r ’ s
bodyguard) and the
Speculatores (who served as
scouts).

The generic warship shown on the obverse has from seven to 14
oars – evidently this was left to the discretion and patience of the die
cutter. Struck in debased silver, these coins remained in circulation, at
a discount, for decades after Antony’s defeat and death. Most examples
are well worn and punched with banker’s marks. The inscription ANT
AUG hails Antony as augur, a priest of the Roman state religion (the
title Augustus came into use years later). III VIR RPC abbreviates
another title, “Triumvir for the Restoration of the Republic.”
Collectable examples typically sell for US$200-400, with rare types,
like the Cohortis Speculatorum, going for over $2000 in high grade.

The Emperor Nero (reigned 54-68 CE) is commonly regarded as
an egotistical buffoon, but in his early reign he took credit for a
number of well-planned and carefully engineered public works,
including the port of Ostia at the mouth of the Tiber, where cargo ships
from Egypt unloaded the grain that fed Rome’s population. A
spectacular sestertius shows us an aerial view of the circular harbour
with seven ships or boats rendered in exquisite detail. Neptune, god
of the sea, reclines below. ABritish Museum cataloguer describes the
piece as the “artistic coin of a style-conscious tyrant.”3 In May 2014,
an outstanding example of this coin sold for $49,000. Lesser examples
sold recently went for $14,000 to $24,000. Because of the popularity
of this type, cast fakes have been produced since the Renaissance; the
best of these are collectable in their own right.

Noah’s Ark
Perhaps the oddest

representation of a ship
on an ancient coin is
the appearance of
Noah’s Ark on
bronzes of the
town of Apameia
in Phrygia4.
Apameia had a
large prosperous
Jewish population.
Under Roman rule in
the second and third
centuries, Greek-speaking
Jews became magistrates in city
government. A mountain near the town
was identified as the resting place of the ark and it was only natural to
commemorate the story on local coinage.

The ark described in Genesis 6:15 was 300 cubits long, 50 wide
and 30 deep (the Hebrew cubit ranged from 18.9 to 22.7 inches). As
shown on the coin, the ark–prominently labelled “NOE” (Noah’s
name in Greek)–is a box barely big enough to hold the patriarch and
his wife. In the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the five books of
Moses, sponsored by Ptolemy II, who ruled in Alexandria from 285
to 246 BCE), the Hebrew word for ark, tebah, was translated as
kibotos, which means “chest” or shipping crate.”

To the left, the pair observes a dove returning with a green olive
branch (Genesis 8:11) as a token that the Flood was abated. These rare
coins were issued under Septimius Severus, Macrinus, Gordian III,
Philip and Trebonianus Gallus. In a 2002 auction, an exceptional
specimen sold for $24,000.



Collecting Ships on Ancient Coins
Between 1911 and 1916, the English numismatist Leo Anson

published Numismata Graeca, a six-volume thematic index of Greek
coin types “classified for immediate identification.” It was a remarkable
work of scholarship, only possible thanks to the great public collections
in British museums. The fifth volume includes “Naval and Marine”
types, including 136 under the heading “galley.” This would be a

great resource for any collector seeking to assemble a type collection
of ships on ancient coins. The extensive collection of Alexandre de
Barros (96 lots) was dispersed in CNG Sale 73 (September, 2006). In
Harlan Berk’s listing of the 100 Greatest Ancient Coins (2008), six
prominently feature ships.

Ancient coins with ships include spectacularly costly rarities,
but–particularly among Roman provincial bronze issues–there are
affordable and attractive types within the means of most collectors.
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Notes
1 Phaedo, 109b
2 Polybius, The Histories, I. 20-21
3 http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_objects/cm/b/bronze_sestertius_of_nero.aspx
4 There were eight towns named Apameia (or “Apamea”) in the East, all named after Apama, wife of Seleucus I (ruled 306-281

BCE).
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Four hundred years after French explorers led by Samuel de
Champlain explored the territory that would become present-day
Ontario, the Royal Canadian Mint has issued a silver collector coin
celebrating the anniversary of that historic journey to Huronia. The coin

was unveiled on June 11 in Ottawa during the official launch
of the 2015 Festival Franco-Ontarien.

“I am thrilled to celebrate this momentous
occasion for francophones and francophiles in

Ontario and would like to thank the Royal
Canadian Mint for its representation of
Champlain’s arrival on the shores of
Georgian Bay - a turning point in the history
of our province,” said the Honourable
Madeleine Meilleur, Attorney General of
Ontario and Minister Responsible for
Francophone Affairs.

The reverse image of this 99.99% pure
silver coin designed by Canadian artist

Laurie McGaw is engraved to emulate the
famed 17th century astrolabe—long attributed to

Champlain—found in Cobden, Ontario. Against
this navigational tool is set a full-body portrait of

Samuel de Champlain. Visible through the spaces between
the astrolabe’s latitude and longitude crosshairs are engravings of
scenes from Champlain’s journeys in Huronia, which also depict the
Huron guides who were indispensable to his expedition. With a
limited mintage of 10,000 it retails for $29.95.

400TH ANNIVERSARY OF

SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN IN HURONIA
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Commemorative/regular designs and plated/non-plated coins production in 2011-20141

2014 2013 2012 2011

1 Cent (CPZ) - - 87,972,000 301,400,000
1 Cent (CPS) - - 111,375,000 361,350,000
5 cent 66,364,000 78,120,000 202,944,000 230,328,000
10 Cent 153,450,000 104,775,000 334,675,000 292,325,000
25 Cent - Caribou (P) 97,440,000 68,480,000 153,450,000 187,520,000
25 Cent - Wood Bison - - - 12,500,000
25 Cent - Orca - - 12,050,000 450,000
25 Cent - Peregrine Falcon - - - 12,500,000
25 Cent - Tecumseh - - 12,500,000 -
25 Cent - Brock - - 12,500,000 -
25 Cent - de Salaberry - 12,500,000 - -
25 Cent - Secord - 12,500,000 - -
25 Cent - Arctic Expedition - 25,000,000 - -
One Dollar - Aureate Nickel - - 2,414,000 20,410,000
One Dollar (P) 20,945,000 120,330,000 107,105,000 -
One Dollar - Lucky Loon 4,033,000 967,000 5,000,000 -
One Dollar - Parks Canada - - - 5,000,000
One Dollar - Grey Cup 100th Anniversary - - 5,000,000 -
Two Dollar - - 1,531,000 22,488,000
Two Dollar (P) 11,305,000 12,390,000 82,862,000 -
Two Dollar – Boreal Forest - - - 5,000,000
Two Dollar – War of 1812 - - 5,000,000 -
Two Dollar – Wait for Me, Daddy 5,000,000 - - -
Two Dollar – Sir John A MacDonald 2,150,000 - - -
(CPS) Copper-plated steel (CPZ) Copper-plated zinc (P) Plated
1 Figures are rounded to the nearest thousand pieces.

ROYAL CANADIAN MINT REPORT ON CIRCULATION COINAGE
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Wait for Me, Daddy
75th Anniversary of the 

declaration of the second world war 

Sir John A. MacDonald
200th Birthday 

2014 Lucky Loon
2014 Olympic Games


