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THE BULLETIN FOR MAY 2015
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome again, all fellow numismatists
receiving our monthly bulletin. I’m writing
this during the Victoria weekend and spring is
in full force here in the Toronto area. Today it
seems we left winter behind and went directly
into summer weather. Bring it on. This is the
best time of year in one of the nicest parts of
Canada, so get off your butt and get out and
enjoy.
One thing you can do when you’re out and
about is to take in a local coin show. It might
be interesting to venture outside of the GTA
and take in a coin club meeting in a
neighbouring town. That also works well if
you are vacationing. Check the O.N.A.
website for a list of local clubs and their
meeting dates. Both are great ways to get out
and mingle with other collectors. You never
know what you might find, or who you may
bump into.
The show schedule itself is a bit slow over
the next month or two as summer descends on
us, but some of the major shows and auctions
do happen in the nice weather. Some of the
local shows coming up are the Toronto Coin
Expo, held downtown May 29 and 30th, and
Torex, also downtown, held June 27 and 28th.
Both are excellent shows with exceptional
auction material available for collectors to fill
those voids in their collections. If you have a
little more time why not head out to Brantford
for their show on June 14th.
For the more adventurous collector who
has a lot more time on their hands, why not
link the 2015 R.C.N.A. Convention in
Halifax, Nova Scotia with a summer vacation.
It will be held from July 22-26th. I know a

road trip from Toronto to the east coast of
Canada might not appeal to everyone, but I
can guarantee you won’t regret it. The vistas
that can observed by those who get off the
expressways and smell the roses will be a
very rewarding experience. The convention
itself will give you a real flavour of the east
coast life with numerous tours planned. All
this, plus a fantastic convention! What more
could you ask for in a summer vacation? Oh
yes, and don’t forget to bring your wife; she
will also appreciate it.
My next item is the NYCC 4th annual
Hobby Show held on May 9th in the Banquet
room at Edithvale Community Centre. The
event was quite busy in the morning, but
because of the exceptionally warm weather
that afternoon, the show had a lighter
attendance. All in all the show was a success
for many of the dealers and collectors
attending. A giant thank you to all you who
participated.
Related to the success of the abovementioned show is that revenue from this
event will now be used to cover club’s meeting
costs. At our April meeting the club’s
members voted to continue to hold meetings
at the Edithvale Community Centre. The profit
to the club from the sale of the tables and
refreshments almost offset the additional costs
associated with the meeting space for the
upcoming year. If you have suggestions on
how the club can have better meetings while
making some extra money feel free to let me
know at a future meeting.
The last item I wish to bring forward is to
come out and attend the next club meeting on

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 26
IT’S IN THE BANQUET ROOM:
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
The guest speaker at this meeting will be
Mr. Robert Forbes. He will be speaking on
French Regime coins that circulated in New
France from the early 1600s until 1760 and
later in Lower Canada. We hope you can
join us for this special topic from a special
guest.
Don’t forget to bring along your recent
finds or special treasures to share with us
during the show and tell!
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
May 26th. We are fortunate again to be able
to bring in a guest speaker from outside of the
club. The vast array of speakers we are able
to get to come out to club meetings is
impressive. The club and myself would like to
thank each and every one of you for
volunteering your time to speak to us. Please
show these speakers your appreciation by
attending the meeting and enjoying a very
informative evening with a chance to catch up
with old friends.
I guess that about covers everything I have
to say for this month so take advantage of the
fantastic weather and get outdoors,
Bill O’Brien
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NEWS OF THE APRIL 2015 MEETING
The 610th meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2015 in
the 1st floor Banquet room. It was hammered
to order at 7:30 P.M. with our Vice-President,
Henry Nienhuis, in the chair and 23 members
and 1 guest in attendance. Bill O’Brien was
away travelling through Europe.
Member Jim Heifetz was not present when
his name was drawn to receive the on-time
attendance draw prize of $2.00. The draw will
increase to $4.00 for the May 26th meeting.
Moving on to business items, Henry asked
members present if they had noticed any errors
or omissions in the minutes of the March
meeting as published in the April newsletter.
There being no corrections to the minutes
Phillip Simms made a motion to accept the
minutes, which was seconded by Norman G.
Gordon. Motion carried.
Paul Petch, acting on behalf of our
treasurer, then gave a brief report on the club’s
financial status including background
information on the bequest from the estate of
the late Albert Kasman.
Paul Petch then gave a brief update on the
May 9th Hobby Show; he reported that tables
were almost sold out. He also handed out a
number of flyers that he had produced for
members to distribute to help the club
advertise the event.
Paul also mentioned that, with the help of
Norman G. Gordon who lent him past
newsletters, he was able to scan and upload to
our website the complete set of newsletters
produced by the club since its original
founding. Once Henry has a chance to update
the website they will be available for free
download.
Henry then introduced the next topic on
the agenda, club meeting location. This topic
has been discussed for some time at executive
meetings and it was agreed that we would
bring it to the membership for further
discussion. As reported back in June, 2014, the
then new Edithvale administration had reclassified our group as a non-resident, notfor-profit seniors group and as such we would
now have to pay a subsidized rate of
approximately $20 / hr plus HST for our
meeting space. As members will remember,
Paul had launched a formal appeal that had
resulted in the administration waiving the fee
for our 2014–2015 season.

Harvey Sutter passed around a
Singapore 1-dollar bi-metallic coin

Phillip Simms with a watch fob in the shape
of the familiar Canadian Tire logo

It is now time, however, to decide what to
do for the 2015–2016 season. Phillip Simms
asked for the floor to update the members on
a line of investigations his wife Linda had
pursued on our behalf. Linda had contacted a
number of Churches in the vicinity in hopes
of finding a new home for the club. She had
determined that rooms of sufficient size would
cost approximately $30–$40 per night. Dick
Dunn had indicated that he felt that it is
important that parking at the facility be free.
He and Len Kuenzig felt that our history at
Edithvale was also important. After some
further discussion among those present,
including a particularly impassioned statement
from Italo Villella that Edithvale has been our
home for close to 25 years, Dick made a
motion that “the club authorize Paul Petch to
submit the Permit Application to Edithvale to
reserve meeting space for 10 meetings (not
including July and December) to cover our
2015-2016 season; for a sum of $60.00 per
meeting.” The motion was seconded by Italo
Villella and was carried unanimously. Paul
then took the action item to fill out and submit
the application form.
With the business portion complete, Henry
asked if there was any news of upcoming
shows that anyone wanted to talk about. Jared

Stapleton talked about the upcoming Toronto
Coin Expo at the end of May. He reminded
everyone that there would be an exciting
auction, by Geoffrey Bell Auctions, associated
with the Expo taking place on the Thursday
and Friday nights.
Len Kuenzig announced that the South
Wellington Coin Society was holding their
popular show in Guelph on Saturday, May 2,
and had a quantity of advertising flyers
available for those interested.
Henry Nienhuis stated that the R.C.N.A.
convention was being held in Halifax, NS this
year from July 22 to 26. He mentioned that this
year was an election year for the Association
and that ballots would be distributed with the
June CN Journal in time for the club to review
at our next meeting. Paul Johnson added that
there was an interesting tour of Peggy’s Cove
and Lunenburg being planned for the Tuesday,
July 21, in addition to the many club and
association meetings taking place throughout
the convention.
Henry asked if there were any show-andtells that members had brought. Harvey Sutter
passed around a Singapore 1-dollar bi-metallic
coin that was manufactured by the Perth Mint
in Australia. He also brought along an
advertisement he had found by the Perth Mint.
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Phillip Simms recently attended a show in
the United States where he purchased a watch
fob in the shape of the familiar Canadian Tire
logo. The fob was manufactured for sale in the
US and as such was not an authorized product,
but very interesting none the less.
Paul Petch brought along the first 2015
Loonie that he received recently in change at
his local grocery store. He reminisced about
the buzz generated at North York club
meetings of the past by members who were
the first to find freshly minted coins dated
that year in their change.
Henry then called for our customary break
at 8:12-8:28 P.M. while he set up for the O.N.A.
convention delegates report. Our thanks go to
Carolyne-Marie Petch for standing in as
Social Convener while Bill was away.
After the break Henry went through a
PowerPoint presentation of images he took
while acting as the club delegate at the recent
O.N.A. Convention held in Niagara Falls from
April 17 to 19. Among the highlights he
mentioned were: the auction, conducted by

Jeffrey Hoare Auctions; the annual meeting,
and election of the executive; the R.C.N.A.
Coin Kids Auction and table; and the annual
Awards Banquet. Paul Petch mentioned that
Henry was the recipient of this year’s O.N.A.
Award of Merit.
After the report, the next order of business
was the regular club auction and lucky draw.
Dick Dunn served as our Auctioneer, while
Andrew Silver volunteered as the Runner for
the evening. Franco Farronato was not with us
once again and we thank Roger Fox for
standing in for him. Lucky draw numbers
were called at various times while the auction
took place. Lucky draw winners for the
evening were- Walter Rodriguez, Richard
Duquette, Peter White, Arie Yark, George S.
(3), Andrew Silver, Paul Johnson and Paul
Petch. The club earned $23.00 through the
sale of the draw tickets! Our acting auction
manager, Paul Johnson, reported that receipts
from the auction added $26.40 to the club
coffers (which included $11.50 generated
through donations.)

There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:12 P.M.
The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
donations. We would especially like to thank
Norm Belsten for his kind donation of
numismatic material. Please consider
supporting your club through a donation of
numismatic material or other items. (Don’t
forget to mention your donations to the club
secretary so that your support can be
recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place
on Tuesday May 26th, 2015, in the 1st floor
Banquet Room of the Edithvale Community
Centre.

WANT TO TRADE WORLD COINS?
I am looking to exchange duplicate world
coins with other collectors. So far I have had
some good experiences trading coins. Please
contact me at my e-mail address
boelens40@gmail.com or at 905-890-9484.

COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING AND SUMMER 2015
May 24, Woodstock, Woodstock Nostalgia
Show And Sale, Auditorium & Mutual
Buildings, Woodstock Fairgrounds, 875 Nellis
St. Hours: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $5.00
per person, children under 12 admitted for
free when accompanied by an adult. Featuring
vendors from Ontario and Quebec selling just
too much to list it all. 225+ vendor tables. Free
Parking. Lunch Counter. ATM on the
premises. Hourly door prize draws. For more
information contact Ian Ward, telephone 519426-8875, email toyshow@kwic.com ,
Website: http://www.collectorshows.ca
May 29 – 30, Toronto, Toronto Coin Expo,
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.,
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.,
2nd Floor. Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission $6, under 16 free. This is a
great venue in Canada to buy – sell – trade.
Appraisals with internationally renowned
dealers in coins, banknotes, tokens, medals,
militaria, gold, silver and jewelry. Partnering
with Geoffrey Bell Auctions; auction May 2829. For more information contact Jared
Stapleton, torontocoinexpo@gmail.com,
telephone 647-403-7334. Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca/

June 14, Brantford, 54th Annual Brantford annual general meeting, exhibits, Royal
Coin Show, Branlyn Community Centre, 238 Canadian Mint booth, awards banquet and
Brantwood Park Rd Branlyn Community more. Auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic
Centre, 238 Brantwood Park Rd. 9a.m.-3 Company, http://www.tcncoins.com/. For
p.m. Free Admission with ample free parking. more information contact Paul Johnson, email
Lunch available on site. 80+ vendor tables. info@rcna.ca, telephone 647-401-4014.
For more information contact Cassidy Stroud, Website: http://www.rcna.ca/2015/
email brantfordcoinclub@hotmail.com , Aug. 9, Paris, S.W.O.N., Paris Fairgrounds,
telephone 519-427-6158.
139 Silver Street Coin and Collectable Show.
June 27 – 28, Toronto, TOREX – Canada’s Admission $3 which includes a ticket on the
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto gold coin draw. More than 55 tables and 30
on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. dealers. Coins, paper money, military,
to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $7, jewellery and more. Hot and cold food and
under 16 free. Featuring Canada’s finest drinks available at show. For more
dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign information contact Ted Bailey, email
coins, paper money, coin and paper money tedscollectables@bellnet.ca, telephone 1-519supplies and reference books. Official 442-3474 or 1-866-747-2646. Website: Teds
auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic Collectables .com
Company. For more information contact Brian Sept. 13, Brampton, Rotary Club of
R. Smith, email brian@torex.net, telephone Brampton Coin and Trading Card Show,
416. Website: http://www.torex.net/
Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340
July 22 – 26, Halifax, NS RCNAConvention, Vodden Rd. E Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Westin Nova Scotian, 1181 Hollis St. The Admission is $3, under 14 free. Buy, sell,
annual bourse and convention of the Royal trade and appraise at more than 40 tables of
Canadian Numismatic Assocation. Events dealers, including a Children’s table. Free
include Canada’s most prestigious bourse, Parking. Funds raised for Children’s Charities.
educational forum, specialist club meetings,
Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events
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HOW HOLLYWOOD MAKES ITS MILLIONS
by Rebecca Hawkes from The Telegraph, March 12, 2015

Heath Ledger's Joker burns a mountain of money in Christopher Nolan's The Dark Knight

In a world of non-contact payment and online transfers, it
sometimes feels as if “real” money – tangible, rustling cash – is
disappearing altogether. But this isn’t the case in Hollywood, where
massive stacks of paper banknotes remain one of the most enduring
movie symbols of wealth and excess. No one buys drugs or pays
their hitman via credit card. The trope of the “briefcase full of cash”
has cropped up so often, it’s now played as a joke: in the opening
credits of horror comedy Zombieland, a man desperately throws a
briefcase of money into the air as he flees from two zombies.
Perhaps most striking of all are scenes in which huge amounts of
money are treated with cavalier disrespect: think of Heath Ledger’s
Joker setting fire to a mountain of cash in The Dark Knight, or the
TV series Breaking Bad, which memorably featured a scene in
which characters recline on a huge pile of notes – $52,372,000
worth, if this mathematically inclined fan’s calculation is to be

A 20th Century Fox movie prop bill

believed. But what most people don’t think about when watching
the on-screen clips of huge amounts of money, is that it’s actually
pretty rare to see real banknotes on screen – and the world of fake
movie cash is governed by strict laws.
Tim Lawes is manager at the movie collectibles company
Propstore, which handles some of the fake banknotes used in films
– including the bundles of notes used in The Dark Knight. Lawes
explains that, while it is not illegal to film real money – although it
is illegal to make like the Joker and destroy it – “realistic cash tends
to be produced for filming for any number of practical reasons”.
In the early days of Hollywood, counterfeiting laws prevented
the use of real banknotes in film. But in 1920, when the Mexican
revolution came to an end, large quantities of colourful – but
worthless – Mexican currency hit the market, and were acquired by
film studios looking for a realistic-ish substitute for US money.
According to the website Paper Money of Sonora, the most
common were the $5, $10 and $20 notes from the brilliantly
named Banco del Estado de Chihuahua. When the real
Mexican notes began to run out, studios began to produce their
own mock-ups, based on the original designs (some of which
featured the studio’s name).
Later on, in the Seventies, filmmakers began to demand
more realistic-looking money. But, when it comes to the
manufacture of prop money, strict legal guidelines must be
followed. US law, for example, demands that fake cash be
one-sided, and less than 75 per cent or more than 150 per cent
the size of a real bill. In the UK, the Bank of England’s
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The Breaking Bad cash pile

guidelines also require prop notes to be one-sided and significantly
larger or smaller than real notes. (They also demand that there
should be “no distortion to the Queen’s image”.)
The risks of producing too-realistic money were aptly
demonstrated during the filming of the 2001 Jackie Chan action
comedy Rush Hour 2. A pivotal scene required an explosion at a
Vegas casino, during which hundreds of thousands of fake banknotes
were shown falling through the air. But the fake notes, supplied by
the Hollywood prop company Independent Studio Services (ISS),
were picked up by movie extras and passers-by, who then attempted
to spend them along the Vegas Strip. Secret Service agents swooped
in, confiscated more than $100 million worth of prop money, and
promptly accused the prop maker of counterfeiting.
In 2014, the company’s CEO Gregg Bilson Jr. spoke to the
website Priceonomics about the incident. “The bills looked pretty
god-awful…we had 28 factors that were different – they said ‘In Dog
We Trust’ for instance – but the Secret Service is very clear on their
definition of counterfeiting,” he said. “Honestly, if you followed their
instructions, you may as well use Monopoly money.”
While ISS had to change the appearance of its notes after the
Rush Hour 2 case, the company’s money has continued to appear
in thousands of films and TV shows – including 24, CSI, Dexter and
The Hangover, as well as the Dark Knight and Breaking Bad scenes
referenced above.
When it comes to movie prop collectors– rather
than hopeful extras angling after some free money –
lack of realism in a banknote can actually increase its
appeal. Many banknotes are custom made for their
respective films, often because the movie’s plot
requires a specific type of note. “Perhaps the story
features a new king or president. Money will then be
designed accordingly,” says Lawes. As an example, he
points out that in Back to the Future II, banknotes
featuring an arrogant-looking Biff Tannen (Thomas F.
Wilson) were produced for the alternative version of
1985.

In fantasy and sci-fi cinema, fictional
currencies can help build believable, detailed
worlds: Harry Potter has its Knuts, Sickles and
Galleons, while as Lawes points out, “the sci-fi
worlds of Schwarzenegger’s Total Recall, Matt
Damon’s Elysium and Joss Whedon’s Serenity
may have been advanced, but they still had paper
notes.” In contrast, the Vin Diesel The Chronicles
of Riddick franchise had plastic rectangles, the
television series Battlestar Galactica used metal
Cubits, while the 2011 movie In Time, which
starred Justin Timberlake and Amada Seyfried, hit
upon the concept of using time itself as a currency:
in the film, wealthy individuals can live for
centuries, while the poor trade years of their lives
in return for basic commodities.
Movies in which casinos and gambling feature
heavily, such as Rupert Wyatt’s remake of the
1974 film The Gambler, are also a fruitful source
of items for collectors. “Casino chips are a
collectible in themselves and movie related ones are hugely
desirable,” says Lawes. Some of the items to pass through Propstore
include chips from Ocean’s 11 and 13, Behind the Candelabra,
Rush Hour 2 and Casino. Perhaps unsurprisingly, however, when it
comes to chips and other casino-related memorabilia, the biggest
demand of all is for items related to one of cinema’s coolest icons.
“James Bond, dressed in a tuxedo, vodka martini in hand, standing
in an exotic casino, seems to be a defining image of cinema,” says
Lawes. Since the Sixties, poker chips have been produced for a
number of Bond movies, including the most recent title, Skyfall. (Of
course, the Bond memorabilia market isn’t limited to chips: last
month, movie props including the jet aircraft used in the opening
scene of the 1983 film Octopussy and the black chair used by
Blofeld in 1967’s You Only Live Twice went under the hammer
during an auction in LA.)
Chips and banknotes offer a surprisingly affordable route into
movie prop collecting: individual banknotes from films can cost as
little as £40 (in contrast, a prop such as a scale model of the Alien
Queen from James Cameron’s Aliens could sell at auction around
£30,000). While some collectors tend to focus exclusively on movie
money, many are drawn to the quirky charm of notes from individual
films. As Lawes points out – with reference to a prop from the 1988
movie Coming to America – “Nothing starts a conversation quite like
a banknote featuring Eddie Murphy as the Prince of Zamunda.”
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KRAUSE AWARDS: BEHIND THE SCENES
from the Royal Canadian Mint’s Inside Minting on the Internet
Every year since 1984, Krause
they are sometimes their own worst
Publications has convened an international
enemies: they don’t always nominate their
panel of judges to declare one coin among
coins in the categories where they’ll shine
thousands “Coin of the Year.” Krause
brightest. So we move things around a
Program Director David Harper sat down
fair bit. The big day comes in early
with the Royal Canadian Mint’s Inside
October when we have a seven or eight
Minting to shed some light on the origins
person nomination panel gather in our
and inner workings of minting’s most
base town of Lola, Wisconsin, to winnow
prestigious award program.
down the selections to 10 coins per
category. We don’t leave that room until
Krause Publications got its start in
we’re done!
1952 with the launch of the first issue of
Coin
of
the
Year
Awards
Inside
Minting: And then that subset goes
Numismatic News. Since then, the
out
to
the
judges?
company has grown into the go-to authority for collectors of everything
David
Harper:
That’s
right.
There
are
60 people on our international
from comic books to cars. Yet, coins remain at the heart of Krause’s
judging
panel:
mint
officials,
central
bank representatives, treasury
business—and mints around the world eagerly compete for top honours
representatives, museum officials, medalists, heads of numismatic
in its annual Coin of the Year awards, which are officially sponsored
organizations, journalists, individual experts and Krause staff
by Krause Publications’ World Coin News.
members. I think it’s the calibre of that panel—and the fact that we
Inside Minting: How did the Krause Coin of the Year awards begin?
have published the names of our judges from day one—that has
David Harper: The story goes back to the early 1980s. At the time,
helped lend this competition credibility and prestige. Anyone
numismatics was suffering from a bullion ‘hangover’—prices and
looking at that list of people knows these are real-deal experts and
demand had fallen off. We tried to think of something that would
industry leaders. Every judge gets a ballot and votes on each
get mints interested in putting out new issues again and get
category, selecting their first-, second- and third-place choices. This
collectors re-engaged with the market. So we created the Coin of
is all done electronically and the scores are tabulated. Once we’ve
the Year award.
declared the category winners, a second ballot goes out for Coin
Inside Minting: What was the first coin to win?
of the Year. That voting closes in early December.
David Harper: That went to the U.S. Mint for its 50-cent piece
Inside
Minting: Given you’ve been doing this for three decades, do
celebrating the 250th anniversary of George Washington’s birth.
you see trends emerge over time?
In addition to Coin of the Year, we had six other categories back
then in 1984: Best Gold, Best Silver, Most Historically Significant, David Harper:Absolutely. To start with, the number of collector coins
has grown enormously. Canada was 10 years ahead of everybody
Best Crown, Most Artistic and Most Popular.
else in that regard. Alot of world mints have jumped into the market
Inside Minting: You’ve added a few categories since then.
since then. We’d be happy to think our awards might have had
David Harper: We’re up to 10 now. We have Best Contemporary Event
something to do with that, inspiring the industry to explore that
for commemorations of historical events that are less than 100 years
opportunity. Also, coin packaging has evolved. Collectors have
old. We also have the Most Inspirational, Best Bi-Metallic and Most
come to value the documentation and packaging that come with
Innovative Coin categories. That last one was largely inspired by
their purchases. We’ve also seen new coin technologies emerge
the increasing dedication to innovation among mints around the
from mints including: colour, holograms, coins that react to body
world. We also added a Best Circulation Coin category to celebrate
heat or give off aromas, and advanced security features.
the great work being done on everyday coins around the world.
Inside
Minting: Since 2008, the official award ceremony has been held
Inside Minting: Do you expect to add any new categories in the near
at the Berlin World Money Fair. Why did you choose that venue?
future?
David Harper: Not immediately. While we want to represent the David Harper: When we created the award, we asked mints where they
wanted to receive them. So year one was
breadth of what’s going on in the
in the Cash Room of the U.S. Treasury—
industry, at the same time we want a
a gorgeous, prestigious site. When Canada
limited number of categories to keep
won in 1986 for the $100 Cartier gold
the competition focused.
piece, we held the ceremony in Ottawa,
Inside Minting: Can you take us through
Canada. Moving around every year was
the nomination process? How does a
costly, however. We standardized for a
coin become a contender for a Krause
while on the annual meeting of the
award?
American Numismatic Association, but
David Harper: It’s a long process because
the World Money Fair has a few key
we consider every single new issue
advantages, particularly in that its timing
we receive over the course of the year.
is perfect, early in the year. It’s also a hub
Our database of new coins in 2013
for the entire minting business: mints,
was 90 pages, just to give a sense of
packagers, manufacturers, bank officials.
the volume we’re talking about. Mints
David Harper at the World Money Fair where the
It’s
the ideal environment.
also nominate their own coins, but
2014 Coin of the Year winners were announced
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Krause Names 2014 Coin Winners
Most Innovative Coin:
Mongolia, gilded
silver 500-tugrik
coin, howling
wolf

The Royal Canadian Mint congratulates
the Austrian Mint (Münze Österreich) for
having its 2013 Klimt and his Women 50euro gold coin declared Coin of the Year.
Congratulations to all category winners:

Coin of the Year and Best Gold Coin:
Austria, Klimt & His Women,
The Expectation, 50 Euro

Most Artistic Coin: Austria, 100-euro
gold coin, red deer
(Austrian Wildlife series)

Best Circulating Coin:
United States, 25-cent coppernickel coin, Mount Rushmore

Most Historically Significant:
Netherlands, 5-euro silver coin, 1713
Treaty of Utrecht

Best Silver Coin: Latvia, 1-lats coin,
200th anniversary of
Richard Wagner’s birth

Best Contemporary Event: Belarus,
copper-nickel ruble, 90th anniversary of
BPS-Sberbank

Best Bi-Metallic Coin: Austria, 25-euro
silver and niobium coin

Best Crown: Ireland, 10-euro silver coin,
James Joyce

Most Inspirational Coin: Canada, silver
3-dollar coin, father and son fishing
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A DECADE OF REMARKABLE INNOVATION
from the Royal Canadian Mint Media Room on the Internet
Ten years after breaking new ground by launching the world’s
A cornerstone of the Mint’s innovative efforts include the
first coloured circulation coin on October 21, 2004, the Royal introduction of overt and covert security features which, since 2012,
Canadian Mint has continuously raised the bar on innovation within have made C anad a’ s $1 and $2 circulation coins the most secure
the minting industry by introducing new technologies and coinage in the world. The unrivalled combination of advanced security
solutions.
features applied to these high-value circulation coins earned the
“The Royal Canadian Mint is a great example of made-in- International Association of Currency Affairs’ inaugural Best New
Canada innovation,” said the Honourable Joe Oliver, Minister of Coin Innovation Excellence in Currency Award for the world’ s most
Finance and Minister responsible for the Royal Canadian Mint. significant coin security advance of the year in 2013.
“The Mint has a proud history of advancing the art and science of
Industry-first security features were also added to the Mint’ s
coin manufacturing - a history all Canadians can be proud of.”
renowned Gold Maple Leaf (GML) and Silver Maple Leaf (SML)
“Our employees are innovating every day to bring Canadians and bullion coins. In 2013, the GML became a global security leader by
our international customers the most secure coins in the world, featuring a micro-engraved laser mark, only viewable under
while developing products and services which have set us apart from magnification, which helps confirm a coin’ s authenticity. This
the competition time and time again,” said Marc Brûlé, Interim same security feature is now integral to the 2014 1 oz., 99.99% pure
President and CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint. “We will continue SML, as is a new finish formed of complex radial lines machined
to push the envelope as we strive to meet our vision to be the best at microns-wide intervals giving the coin an inimitable light
diffracting pattern.
mint in the world”.
Other innovations introduced by the Mint over the past
decade include the following:
• The establishment of its state-of-the-art silver refinery in
2006, using a novel and cost-effective process;
• Producing the 99.999% pure gold Million Dollar Coin in
2007, which was certified by Guinness World Records as the
world’ s largest gold coin;
• Creating the unforgettable series of athlete medals for the
Vancouver 2010 Winter Games. The radically undulating
face of the medals was the boldest evidence of groundbreaking creative and technical achievement, writing a new
chapter in the history of the Olympic and Paralympic Games
medals;
• The 2012 glow-in-the-dark dinosaur collector coin was the
world’ s first-ever photo-luminescent coin and global
phenomenon, winning the Krause Publications 2014 Coin of
the Year award in the Most Innovative Coin award category;
• Celebrating the Diamond Jubilee Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II in 2012 by being the first mint in the world to
issue a coin integrating a genuine diamond, locked inside the
coin’ s rim as the coin itself was struck:
• The Mint’ s popular 2013 SupermanTM series included the
world’ s first coin to feature an achromatic hologram. The
Mint took a technology first developed for passports and
other high security documents to new heights to give a flat
surface the amazing look of a fully engraved, 3-D image; and
• The opening of its plating facility expansion and the Hieu C.
Truong Centre of Excellence for Research and Development
in 2013, ensuring that the Mint remains at the leading edge
of minting technology.
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An innovation years in the making

Bringing brilliant colour to circulation coins
Until now, the technical constraints of mass production have
limited colour use on circulation coins to relatively simple designs.
That’s about to change—dramatically—with the launch of a new
high-speed pad printing solution co-developed by the Royal
Canadian Mint and Teca-Print.
Since introducing the world’s first coloured circulation coin in
2004—Canada’s 25-cent Remembrance Day poppy—the Royal
Canadian Mint has been looking for ways to expand the range and
enrich the vibrancy of colours available for circulation use.
The challenge is a technical one. Unlike numismatic coins
(which are manufactured in low volumes and can be meticulously,
manually pad printed for spectacular colour treatments), circulation
pieces are produced millions at a time at high speeds. Circulation
colouring demands a high-speed, low-cost process with specialized
inks that can withstand the heavy-duty wear and tear of daily use.
For the past 10 years, the Mint has produced special-issue
circulation coins using ink jet technology. While ink jet printing has
improved over time, it remains restricted to spot-colour designs.
That’s what prompted the Mint to collaborate with Teca-Print on
developing high-resolution quality pad printing technology for
circulation production. The two unveiled the result of their work
together at the May 2014 Mint Directors’ Conference in Mexico.

The solution developed by the Royal Canadian Mint and TecaPrint vastly increases the image resolution that can be reproduced
on a coin’s surface—from 114 dots per inch (DPI) to more than
2,000—with an expanded colour spectrum for vibrant, high-quality
images.
The high-speed colour pad printing process not only generates
sharper, more detailed coin imagery but also expands the design field
on the coin. While ink-jet techniques are constrained to about 12
millimetres, pad printing can enhance the entire coin with detailed
engraving and relief.
Robotic tracking, advanced vision inspection and integrated
material handling enable the simultaneous application of multiple
colour layers on multiple coins, and specially formulated inks
provide for good wear resistance and durability.

A colourful new world of possibilities
Colour can increase the retention of commemorative circulation
coins substantially, creating stronger ties between central banks
and their publics. While its potential remains largely unexplored, the
new level of quality and graphical capabilities of the high-speed pad
printing technology co-developed by the Royal Canadian Mint and
Teca-Print stands to change that, enabling the production of highquality coloured pieces with exceptional visual appeal.

The kind of colour printing seen on the In
Flanders Fields and Looney Tunes mint
products could be coming to circulation coins
according to the news in this announcement.
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2014 IBNS BANK NOTE OF THE YEAR WINNER
from the International Bank Note Society web site on the Internet
The International Bank Note
Society (IBNS) announces that
its voting membership has for
the first time ever selected the
Central Bank of Trinidad and
Tobago to receive it prestigious
“Bank Note of the Year Award”
for 2014. With over 130 new
banknotes released worldwide
in 2014, nearly three dozen were
of sufficiently new design to be
eligible for nomination. The 50
Dollar polymer Trinidad and Tobago note was followed in voting
by the 5000 Franc note from the French Pacific Territories (Tahiti)
and the 10 Dinar bill from Kuwait.
Now in its 54th year, the IBNS has over 2000 members
worldwide. As a non-profit educational organization its objectives
are to promote, stimulate and advance the study, collection and
dissemination of information related to paper money. From all
significantly newly designed and widely circulated banknotes
released in 2014, the IBNS membership nominated notes from 12
different countries to place on the ballot. Nominees represented three
continents (Europe, Asia & Africa), the Middle East, and 4 island
nations (2 in the Americas). Past “Bank Note of the Year” winners
include Kazakhstan (2013, 2012, 2011), Uganda (2010), Bermuda
(2009), Samoa (2008), Scotland (2007), Comoros (2006), Faeroe
Islands (2005) and Canada (2004).
The Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago and De La Rue
Currency of England produced the 2014 winning banknote
collaboratively. It is the first Central Bank in the Caribbean to issue
polymer currency. While the 50 Dollar award-winning bill fittingly
commemorates the Central Bank’s Golden Anniversary, “it is meant
to be used for all your purchases, like you would any other money.”
The note is virtually identical in size to United States bills with a
face value of almost 8 U.S. Dollars, 7 Euros or 5 British Pounds at
early May 2015 exchange rates.
The stunning design, predominantly gold in color, interprets an
artist’s rendering of a red hibiscus flower and truly striking image
of a red capped cardinal bird in flight against the clear transparent
polymer plastic window. The back of the note features a young
female masquerader in an award-winning Carnival costume along
with the Central Bank building. Modern polymer banknotes have
enjoyed increasing popularity since their introduction in 1988. They
offer durability as well as enhanced security features and have
become a favourite of many collectors. A full color image of this and
other nominated banknotes are on the IBNS website.
The IBNS is open to membership from interested persons in any
country. Details concerning all IBNS activities are available at
www.theibns.org.

Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago
wins “Bank Note of the Year Award”

5000 Franc note from the French Pacific Territories (Tahiti)
was the first runner-up

10 Dinar bill from Kuwait
came in third

