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THE BULLETIN FOR FEBRUARY 2015
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello again to members of the North York
Coin Club and our numismatic friends ...
I didn’t have to think too long or hard
today (Sunday, February 15) when I decided
it would be a good day to stay indoors, warm,
and work on my to do list indoors. With the
wind chill outdoors into the -40 area, your
breath freezes as you exhale, it’s wise to stay
indoors. With time to kill what better to do
than work on the club business and my
President’s message.
Today just happens to be the
50th anniversary of the
Canadian flag. Besides the
2015 silver dollar products
from the Royal Canadian
Mint, the 1/25 oz. bullion
50-cent gold and the $25
for $25 fine silver coin
(pictured at right), there was
an announcement today for a
coloured $3 silver collector coin
limited to 15,000.
I would like to call out all club members
to help participate in the club in some way or
another besides attending the meetings. There
are many ways in which you can help out the
club. From volunteering to be on the NYCC
executive, donating items for the draw, like
David B. and Franco F. did last meeting, or
like Tony H., who donated cash. All are much
appreciated and always welcome.

Reminders: 1) pay your 2015 dues;
2) bring material for the March
consignment auction;
3) Executive Meeting on March 10

Other ways in which you can help out the
club is to donate your time to do a presentation
for our club, like Ron Cheek did last month,
and share your numismatic knowledge with
other like-minded individuals. If you are a bit
on the shy side you can submit an article to the
club’s newsletter editor to have published in
the monthly bulletin.
The club is trying out a new meeting
format for one night. In March we plan on
conducting an auction that would last
the entire evening, not just the
last third. We are asking club
members to consign items
ahead of time so that we can
include the items in a
auction listing, to be
distributed before the
auction, to help facilitate you
in choosing which items to
bid on. Please bring your items
into the meeting February 24th
where they will be accepted for the March
auction. In March don’t forget your wallet so
you can participate in the auction and snap up
some deals.
The next item I would like to mention
again is that the NYCC is holding their 4th
annual Hobby Show on May 9 th in the
Banquet room at Edithvale Community
Centre. The price of the table is up slightly
from last year at $40.00 each. Book and pay
early to hold your spot. See Paul Petch, or
myself, at your earliest convenience, with the
Dealer Table Application completed and your
money and your table will be reserved. There
are only 18 dealer tables so reserve yours
now.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
IT’S IN THE BANQUET ROOM:
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
We have reached a bit of a milestone
because this will be the Club’s 55 th
anniversary meeting. Our feature for this
meeting is a visit from Jeff Wilson and a talk
he has prepared on coin club medals. We
had Jeff with us in October 2013 and at that
time he covered R.C.N.A. medals.
Numismatic hobby medals is a big subject,
so he is back to tell us more.
Don’t forget to bring along your recent
finds or special treasures to share with us
during the show and tell!
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
The show schedule is a bit slow over the
next month with shows locally in Mississauga
and Cambridge upcoming but for the largest
show you will have to travel to Montreal for
Nuphilex from March 27-29. Look out! That’s
a week later than it was originally listed. It’s
a good show in a great city to visit so make it
a long weekend.
Well I guess that is about all I have to say
this month so until the 24th stay indoors and
warm and maybe do some numismatic
research for some future article or
presentation.
Bill O’Brien
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NEWS OF THE JANUARY 2015 MEETING
The 607th meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, January 27, 2015
in the 1 st floor Banquet Room. It was
hammered to order at 7:32 P.M. with our
President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 21
members and 3 guests in attendance.
Member Hezi Shami was not present
when his name was drawn to receive the ontime attendance draw prize of $6.00. The draw
will increase to $8.00 for the February 24
meeting.
Paul Petch then introduced our guest
speaker, Ron Cheek. Ron is a good friend of
the North York club having spoken to us on a
number of occasions. Ron’s talk, entitled Two
Hundred-Year-Old Admiral Gardner Coins
Recall the East India Company’s “Season of
Disasters” gave an in-depth history of the
wreck of the British East India Company ship,
the Admiral Gardner, on the Goodwin Sands
in January of 1809. Although ultimately
talking about the many 10- and 20-cash coins
recovered from the shipwreck in 1985,
Ron’s PowerPoint presentation
included many images supporting the
details surrounding the ship and the
times. [Through Ron’s kind permission
we are able to publish his entire paper
in this issue of The Bulletin ... Ed.]
Ron was then thanked and
presented with a certificate of our
appreciation by Bill. We then took a
customary coffee break from 8:35 8:55 pm, and members were invited to
view the items Ron brought along to
supplement his talk.
Moving on to business items, Bill
O’Brien gave an unofficial summary
of the annual financial report in Ben
Boelens’ absence. A more detailed
report is pending. He then reminded
everyone that the club membership is
now due. He then asked if anyone had
found errors or omissions in the
minutes included in the January
bulletin. It was pointed out that the
meeting number recorded for our
November meeting was duplicated
from our October meeting. With this
change made Norman G. Gordon made
a motion to accept the minutes, which
was seconded by Phillip Simms.
Motioned carried.

After talking about recent numismatic
shows and events Bill summarized the results
of our annual Christmas meeting. Overall it
was a quite enjoyable evening with a large
number of door prizes. There were 39
members and guests in attendance the
Tucker’s Marketplace venue. Roger Fox
mentioned that the room we were given was
much better than last year but recommended
that we book earlier this year to try and get a
better location. Phillip Simms enjoyed the
evening and would have liked to spend a little
more time there. He mentioned that the
facilities 9:30 closing seemed to force us to
cut-off the festivities early.
Bill then mentioned that the R.C.N.A. will
be holding elections this year at their
convention in Halifax. He mentioned that our
secretary Henry Nienhuis was the current 1st
Vice President of the association and asked if
the members would support the club’s
nomination of Henry as President for the

Guest speaker Ron Cheek accepts a
Certificate of Appreciation from
North York Coin Club President Bill O’Brien

R.C.N.A. After a brief discussion Dr, Marvin
Kay made a motion that the North York club
nominate Henry as President. By a show of
hands it was unanimously agreed to. Henry
then mentioned that we have one other club
member who is currently on the executive of
the R.C.N.A. Bill O’Brien is one of the Area
Directors for our region. Henry then asked if
the members would support Bill’s nomination.
This was also unanimously support by a show
of hands. The nominations are due by April 1,
2015.
Paul Petch gave a brief update on the
Hobby Show; he reported that he had received
the May 9, 2015 signed permit and that he was
now taking payments for tables on a firstcome first-served basis. Forms are available
for anyone interested.
The last portion of the meeting was
devoted to the customary lucky draws and
auction. Lucky draw winners for the evening
were- Hee Sam Kim (2), Bill O’Brien (2),
Linda Simms, Franco Farronato,
Richard Duquette (2), Tony Hine,
Harvey Shutter, Phillip Simms, and
Andrew Silver. The club earned $23.00
through the sale of the draw tickets!
The lucky draws were intermixed
throughout the evening’s auction, called
by our auctioneer Dick Dunn and
volunteer runner Andrew Silver. Our
auction manager, David Bawcutt,
reported that receipts from the auction
added $7.55, which included donated
items, to the club coffers.
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.
The club executive would like to
thank members for supporting the club
through the purchase of draw tickets
and draw prize donations. Please
consider supporting your club through
a donation of numismatic material or
other items. (Don’t forget to mention
your donations to the club secretary so
that your support can be recognized in
the minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting, our
Anniversary Meeting, will take place
on Tuesday February 24th, 2015, in the
1st floor Banquet Room of the Edithvale
Community Centre.
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SCARBOROUGH COIN CLUB 40 ANNIVERSARY MEDAL
TH

The Scarborough Coin Club has issued this attractive medal in
celebration of their 40th anniversary. Planning for a medal began in
October 2013. There was a vote on three designs at the June 2014
meeting with this design by Glenn Sadlier receiving the most
votes.The medal weighs 19.3g, the diameter is 37 mm and the metal
is brass with Rhodium plating. Dominion Regalia Limited produced
100 copies of the medal. The medals are available at the monthly club
meetings or please see Dick Dunn or David Bawcutt while they last.
The price is $12.

COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER AND SPRING 2015
Apr. 17 – 19, Niagara Falls, Ontario Numismatic Association. 53rd Annual Convention,
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 5685 Falls Ave The 53rd Annual ONA convention will be held at the
Crowne Plaza hotel overlooking the falls. The convention will feature a bourse of 52 tables,
specialty club meetings, Coin Kids auction and banquet. Casino Niagara, indoor waterpark,
Hershey store and Hard Rock Cafe are all attached to the Crown Plaza giving everyone a
lot to do without leaving the hotel complex. See the Falls, travel to Clifton Hill or travel to
USA while at the convention. Registration for convention is online at www.the-ona.ca or
contact Robb McPherson, Convention Chairman for more details. Be sure to ask for the ONA
Convention rate when booking rooms at the Crowne Plaza. For more information contact
Robb McPherson, email robb4640@sympatico.ca, telephone 5195777206. Website:
http://www.the-ona.ca/2015
Feb. 21, 2015, Oshawa, COIN-A-RAMA,
Five Points Mall, 285 Taunton Rd E. at Ritson
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and
membership draws and NEW hourly public
draws + free admission and parking.
Featuring paper, coins, tokens, medals trade
dollars books and supplies and many more
other items. For more information contact
Sharon, email papman@bell.net, telephone
905-728-1352.
Mar. 7 – 8, Mississauga, Mississauga’s 12th
Annual Coin, Stamp & Collectibles Show,
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300
Cawthra Rd. Hours: 9: a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission: Sat. $3, Sunday free. 16 and under
Free both days. Free parking, 25+ dealers of
stamps, coins, Royal Canadian Mint coins,
paper money, military and other collectibles,
Canada Post shop. Bring coins, stamps or
collectibles to be evaluated and get best
prices. Youth table with free stamps, coins
and more. Displays of Coins, Stamps,
Collectibles by Guests and Club Members.
Sponsored by The TROYAK Club. See
website for more details. For more
information contact Les Plonka, email
leszekp@rogers.com, telephone (416) 5057999. Website: http://www.troyakclub.com/

Mar. 21, Cambridge, 24th Annual
Cambridge Coin Show, The Cambridge
Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd.
presented by the Waterloo Coin Society.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission, and
parking, lunch counter. For more information
contact Robb McPherson, telephone
519-577-7206 email robb4640@sympatico.ca
Website: www.waterloocoinsociety.com
Mar. 27 – 29, Montreal, QC Nuphilex,
Complex EVO (formerly Holiday Inn), 420
Sherbooke St. West Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $3 Friday and Saturday, free
Sunday. Early bird admission $25, beginning
Friday 8 a.m. (to be donated to Quebec Autism
Society and Miriam Home). Auction to be
conducted by Lower Canada Auction. For
more information contact Gabriel Sebag,
email nuphilex@nuphilex.com, telephone
514-842-4411. Website: www.nuphilex.com
Apr. 12, Chatham, Kent Coin Club Spring
Coin Show, Active Lifestyle Center, 20
Merritt Ave. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free
Admission and parking, free token or foreign
coin to all children entering the show
complements of the Kent Coin Club. 25
dealer tables. Food available on site for

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

purchase, hourly draws and a raffle. For more
information contact Lou Wagenaer
(President), telephone (519) 352-5477.
Apr. 26, Pickering, Ajax-Pickering Stamp
& Coin Show, Pickering Recreational
Complex, 1867 Valley Farm Road Hours: 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission and parking.
Stamp and coin dealers, club and youth table.
For more information contact Bill Bottan,
email billandbernice@sympatico.ca ,
telephone 905-668-6185.
May 2, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin Show,
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 234, 57
Watson Parkway E. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $3, under 16 free. Free level
parking, fully accessible. Legendary lunch
counter, free draw for gold coin; more than 35
dealer tables.Kid’s table for collectors under
16 years of age. For more information, contact
Mike Hollingshead, telephone 519-823-2646,
email cholling@uoguelph.ca.
May 3, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Annual
Spring Coin Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent
Avenue Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
is $1. Thirty nine dealer tables. Plenty of free
parking. For more information call Margaret
Clarke
at
519-735-0727/email:
mtclarke@mnsi.net For more information
contact Margaret Clarke, email
mtclarke@mnsi.net, telephone 519-735-0727.
Website: http://www.windsorcoinclub.com/
May 9, Toronto, Edithvale Community
Collectibles Hobby Show, Banquet Room,
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave.
W. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free admission,
free parking, all sorts of collectibles and
featuring coins, paper money, stamps, etc.
For more information contact Paul Petch,
telephone
416-303-4417,
email
p.petch@rogers.com.
Website:
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com.
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ADMIRAL GARDINER AND THE EAST INDIA COMPANY’S SEASON OF DISASTERS
by Ron Cheek, presented at the January 2015 meeting of the North York Coin Club
We thank the author for his special permission to print this copyrighted article
In 1808 and 09 there was a violent uprising of Indian troops in
Mysore and a near-mutiny of disgruntled European officers in Madras.
Things were not going at all well for the East India Company. But the
Company also suffered unimaginable losses at sea. The coins pictured
here were a small part of that loss. They went to the bottom of the
English Channel with the East Indiaman, Admiral Gardner, and there
they lay for 175 years.

10 and 20 Cash coins of 1808

In 1984, the wreck of Admiral Gardner was located and many of
the 46 tons of the copper coins she was carrying were recovered.
While most were corroded and
encrusted, it was reported that some
28,000 coins in an intact barrel were
found to be in remarkably good
condition. After some “gentle
restoration” they were among the
early pieces to enter the numismatic
market about 25 ago. In recent years,
many
thousands
more
“professionally cleaned” Admiral
Gardner shipwreck coins have
appeared.
Historical Background
The late 17th and early 18th centuries saw Britain expanding an
empire in the East, after having lost her American Colonies.
The East India Company, with the on-again-off-again approval and
support of the British Government, continued its relentless conquest
of India. What began with random local wars to secure trading rights

and to exclude European competitors led to annexations of territory.
This eventually became a full-scale effort to secure a British India from
Afghanistan to the Bay of Bengal.
Atiny army of Europeans with state-of-the-art artillery and military
tactics, leading a disciplined army of paid Indian soldiers, called
sepoys, was successively gaining control over more and more territory.
What could not be won by conquest was achieved through “diplomacy”
– treaties and deals with local princes and rulers, which brought vast
additional areas under the Company’s protection and control.
At this time also, Britain was engaged in a seemingly endless war
with Napoleon and his powerful French Empire. Britain was locked
in battle against France on the Iberian Peninsula. Napoleon was
marching across Europe.
The French and Spanish fleets had been decisively beaten at
Trafalgar, but British supremacy on the sea by no means extended to
the Indian Ocean. France held the tiny islands of Isle de France and
Bourbon (now Mauritius and Réunion) off the east coast of Africa. The
British referred to them as “the Gibraltar of the East.” From this base,
French frigates and privateers wreaked havoc on British shipping, both
East Indiamen and their Royal Navy escorts.
British sailors considered themselves the best sailors and fighters
in the world; the French disagreed, and showed themselves a worthy
match. France had lost Pondicherry, its last foothold in India, but
French naval successes in the Indian Ocean struck at Britain’s
commercial lifeline and her very survival as a world power – her
control of India. It would not be until 1810 that dithering of the East
India Company and the British Government ended and the necessary
resources were committed to capture “the Gibraltar of the East” from
the French. By then, great damage had been done to British shipping.
Saltpetre, the principal ingredient of gunpowder, had become a
strategic resource of the utmost importance. The British Government
had contracted the East India Company to supply 6000 tons of Bengali
saltpetre, the purest known form of the substance.
In November 1808, the first of two East India Company fleets, ten
ships, including a navy escort, sailed from India bound for Britain. A
second fleet of 18 vessels sailed in February 1809. Months later, the
directors of the Company were to learn the extent of the disasters that
befell them, and many other valuable East Indiamen as well, including
Admiral Gardner.
The French were not the only enemy.
East Indiamen
Let’s take a look at the type of East India company ships of the time.
They were called East Indiamen. These were large sailing ships
designed to carry cargo and passengers, but also to defend themselves.
For most of the trading life of the East India Company they were built
in the range of 300 to 800 tons.
East Indiamen resembled Royal Navy ships of the time but they
were much less heavily armed and carried smaller crews. From a
distance, they often were mistaken for naval vessels. Indeed, in time
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An East Indiaman in Calcuta

of war many were disguised as battle ships by painting on false gun
ports to deceive would-be attackers.
East Indiamen generally had three masts. Their hulls were much
wider at the waterline than at the upper decks, where the cannon were
located. This aided stability as the weight of heavy armament was
placed nearer the centerline of the ship.
As cargo ships, Indiamen had massive holds that could carry goods
of all types. They were also built with a range of passenger
accommodation as they transported the rich and powerful as well as
troops and civilians of all classes. The best accommodations were in
the round house, a large, windowed structure at the stern. Those of
lower station and economic means lived below decks and in steerage.
Stephen Taylor, historian and accomplished sailor, researched the
story of the maritime disasters of 1808-09. In Storm and Conquest, his
powerful history of these events, he writes: The East Indiamen were
unique. They were merchant ships, they were fighting ships, and they
were troopships. Yet they were also the first ships systematically to move
civilian passengers around the globe – a forerunner, in a sense, to the
great P & O liners of a more cosseted age of travel. Every company
servant in India had this one experience in common, of a great voyage
traversing two of the world’s oceans.
Taylor became intrigued by the East Indiaman as a social cocoon,
with life on what has been called “a creaking, leaking incompetent
concoction of oak and pitch and nails and faith.”
In the great cabin, which was actually quite small,
... the rich and privileged, the nabobs, dandies and military officers
(an unhappy species at sea) along with their ladies and children,
loved, hated, gamed, drank, feuded, celebrated, sometimes died but
usually endured a confinement that lasted anything from four to eight
months and which would today be found unsupportable.
... It is this sense of confinement that is perhaps hardest for those of
our times to grasp: for up to half a year, about 150 individuals of diverse
social groups, from ship’s boys to gentlemen, would never be further
than 130 feet from one another. But they would still inhabit separate
worlds – seamen up forward, gentry in the stern, others in steerage.

The Disasters of 1808-09
East Indiamen of the two fleets setting out from India in the winter
of 1808-09 were dangerously overloaded with their cargos of saltpetre.
Many were also undermanned because of the recent “pressing” of many
of their best crewmembers into the Royal Navy, just before their
departure from India.
The first fleet, sailing in November 1808, encountered a hurricane
several hundred miles due south of Ceylon, the violence of which had
not been seen in anyone’s memory. Ships were scattered, suffering
horrific damage and losses. Some were “not heard of again.,” as log
books of the survivors record. Then, barely three months later, was the
second fleet, passing close to Isle de France, ravaged by another
hurricane, perhaps worse than the first. Altogether, seven ships from
the two fleets were lost, and along with them, 1200 lives.
But through that fall and winter of 1808-09, even more disasters
befell the Company.
• Five East Indiamen were captured by the French.
• One sunk in a storm in the Andaman Islands.
• Another disappeared in the China Sea.
• In January, 1809 Admiral Gardner and Britannia were lost in the
English Channel, just a day out of port.
In all, over the six-month period from November 1808 to May 1809,
the East India Company lost no less than 17 ships. Apart from the
terrible toll in lives, the Company suffered a crippling financial loss
of £2 million in ships and goods, what today would be hundreds of
millions.
Massive bills of exchange (loans) that had to be paid off could not
be discharged. The long decline of the self-proclaimed “Grandest
Society of Merchants in the Universe,” which was already under way,
was hastened. As a Company record states: “India stock rapidly fell,
and the Directors took fright.”
The Admiral Gardner’s Story
The Admiral Gardner was named for
Alan Gardner, first Baron Gardner, a
distinguished naval officer and Member of
Parliament. She was one of the larger East
Indiamen of the time, she had three masts
and three decks. With a length of 145 feet
(44 m) and a beam (width) of 36 ft (11 m)
she displaced 815 tons.
Admiral Gardner was well armed, with 12 gun ports on her middle
deck and 11 on her upper deck. She was probably built at the Blackwall
shipyards in London she was launched in 1796. She had made five
round trips to the Indies. Owned by a private individual, John
Woodmore, she was under contract to the East India Company, and
uninsured.
The Goodwin Sands is a 10-mile-long sandbank lying four to six
miles off the Kentish coast, at the southeastern tip of England. This
narrowest part of the English Channel, known as the Straits of Dover,
has for centuries been one of the busiest shipping lanes in the world.
The channel between the coast and Goodwin Sands is known as the
Downs. Although well known for its danger to shipping, Goodwin
Sands also provides protection to the harbour at Ramsgate.
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The Goodwin Sands

Wrecks of the Britannia and Admiral Gardner on 24 January 1809

Some believe the Sands was once an island that became swamped
as sea levels rose, but conventional wisdom says it is really a huge
accumulation of sediment, deposited by the sea currents. It is exposed
at low tide and firm enough to walk on, but the Sands become
treacherous quicksand as tides rise to submerge the area. Adding to the
danger to shipping, the Sands are constantly shifting due to sea currents
and storms, growing here and diminishing there, so the exact position
of hazard is never evident. For centuries, ships have come to grief on
the Goodwin Sands. It is a graveyard to well over 2000 vessels.
When she embarked on her sixth voyage, under the command of
Captain William John Eastfield, Admiral Gardner sailed with two other
East Indiamen, Carnatic and Britannia. They were bound for India,
via Madeira. Admiral Gardner’s cargo included some 46 tons of 1808dated copper coins destined for the Madras mint.
The fleet set out in heavy, cold weather from Deptford in the East
end of London on January 24, 1809. That very evening, as they sailed
out of the Downs, the weather became calm. Under these conditions,
the ships were forced to anchor just off the coast to avoid drifting onto
the nearby Goodwin Sands. Suddenly, they were struck by a violent
storm. Despite all efforts through the night, Admiral Gardiner and
Britannia could not escape disaster. Their anchors would not hold on
the sandy sea bottom. They were blown onto the treacherous Goodwin
Sands, and were lost. One crewmember of Admiral Gardner and
seven from Britannia died. Only Carnatic escaped.
The fate of the Admiral Gardner is told in a poignant letter written
by Captain Eastfield to the Directors of the East India Company, just
one day after the ship was lost. Eastfield relates the heroic but futile
efforts to keep the ship off the Goodwin Sands through the night of
January 24-25, 1809. Given the violence of the storm and the terrifying
details of the wreck, it is remarkable that only one person aboard the
doomed ship perished.
Some of Admiral Gardner’s cargo was salvaged as she lay stranded
and breaking up but valuable cargos in the lower holds could not be
reached. Over the years, the ship’s remains subsided into the sand and
were lost.1

feet under water. Along with her cargo of coins, some of which had
spilled out of their barrels, were anchors, copper ingots, iron bars and
cannon balls.
In 1985, a license to salvage was granted to a Cornwall, syndicate,
East India Company Divers. During that year, the salvage group
recovered a large quantity of copper coins, which were passed to the
Receiver of Wrecks, the legal authority responsible for such materials.
Included was an intact barrel containing 28,000 coins, which underwent
preservation treatment at Portsmouth. The salvage license was later
revoked because of an ongoing dispute between the salvage group and
wreck preservation lobbyists. Recovery operations ceased and, since
1989, the wreck site has been a designated area under the Protection
of Wrecks Act of 1973. No further material has been removed from
Admiral Gardner’s remains.
And now, the wreck has disappeared again. A 2003 archaeological
survey, using sonar, found Admiral Gardner’s wreck had become
buried under several metres of sand. But will it ever be seen again and
explored, or will it remain buried in the vast ocean graveyard of the
Goodwin Sands?

Discovery and Salvage
In 1984, a local fisherman reported snagging his nets on what he
believed to be the wreck of the Admiral Gardner. Although it had
disappeared within 50 years of sinking, its location was well known
locally. Shifting sands had now uncovered the wreck. Divers who first
saw it were amazed to find exposed ribs, framing and decking of the
175-year-old relic lying on the sloping sandy bottom, some 45 to 60

The Coins Recovered Have Entered the Numismatic Market
Details are sketchy as to the number of
coins recovered and where they ended up. I
purchased these about 25 years ago from
Paul Nadin-Davis.
Anyone who has scoured coin
shows or the Internet in search of Indian
coins has likely come across Admiral
Gardner shipwreck coins. Restored
(cleaned) 10-cash specimens seem to be
the most common but there are 20-cash
examples as well. Some, like mine, and those
pictured here, have the attractive appearance
of old copper.
Others I have come across more
recently, although pitted, are clean and
shiny. They have been “restored,” and
not gently so. Every example I have
seen that was salvaged from the Admiral
Gardner shows at least some signs of
pitting. Nevertheless, they are remarkable
relics of the famous shipwreck.
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For some time, I had an impression there were
perhaps a few tens of thousands of Admiral Gardner
coins available to the numismatic market – those from
that intact barrel and maybe a few thousand more that
weren’t too badly damaged. But a visit to the
January 2011 F.U.N. Show in Tampa,
Florida told me I was wrong.
A dealer’s table I stopped at had two
bowls of shiny, cleaned Admiral Gardner
coins for sale, one of 10- cash ($15 each) and
the other filled with 20-cash ($25 each). I said,
“These are probably from that one intact barrel of
28,000 coins recovered from the wreck” “Are you
kidding?” the dealer said. “There are MILLIONS! I
have bought and sold thousands and thousands like
these. There is a dealer I know who just bought a
hundred thousand of them. They fly off the table.
Everybody wants a piece of sunken treasure! There’s a fellow in
England who has vast numbers of them, and he cleans them up and
sells them in bulk.” Evidently, the Receiver of Wrecks released the
salvaged hoard to be sold.
I continue to be amazed that some Internet stores are asking as much
as U.S. $69 and much more for one of these same coins. It seems they
are immensely popular and can command high prices, despite the
number available. Several dealers sell them in folders or on cards,
complete with the story of the shipwreck and a certificate of
authenticity.
Encrusted clumps of Admiral
Gardner coins have been offered on the
Internet in past years but they are seldom
seen now. They would make a pretty
nice collectible, and would be great in a
display. But you’d have to pay hundreds
of dollars for a nice clump these days, if
you could find any at all.
The story of the Admiral Gardner, as told on many web sites
selling these salvaged coins, can be sketchy and it varies. I am inclined
to accept the version on www.eicships.info, which was prepared as a
project to inform rather than sell the coins. Apart from the Captain’s
letter detailing the wreck details, the site provides other authoritative
information and references on the discovery and salvage operation.
Origin and Significance of the Coins
The 1808 10- and 20-cash coins were part of the gold Pagoda
currency system of the East India Company’s Madras Presidency.
It preceded the silver rupee system introduced in the Presidency
in 1835 that we are probably all more familiar with. The pagoda
system was adjusted over the years but at the time was made up as:
80 cash = 1 Fanam
42 Fanams = 1 gold Pagoda
In the rupee system, old coins continued to circulate.
3 ½ rupees = gold pagoda
Around 1803, a new series of copper cash coinage was
introduced. Four denominations, 1-, 5-, 10-, and 20-cash coins,
were struck in England dated 1803.

The Company had contracted Matthew
Bolton to produce this coinage in his new
facility, the Soho Mint in Birmingham. More
20-cash and 10-cash coins were struck in
1808. They were all being sent to the Madras
Mint from where they were to have been put
into circulation.
There were some 33 million 20-cash
coins and about 53 million 10-cash all dated
1808 struck between 1807 and mid-1809 at
the Soho mint. These were sent off to India in
various shipments.
Part of this issue went to the sea bottom
with Admiral Gardner. Many others did reach
Madras, however, where they would have
been put into circulation.
Let’s look at the design of the 1808 10- and 20cash coins. Bear in mind that milled coins were quite new to India.
At the time, they could be produced in England cheaper than in India,
despite the higher price of copper there, and freight costs2. The East
India Company was keen to issue a milled coinage, struck with
Boulton’s efficient new machinery, which ensured the entire die
design would appear on the coin. That design was the work of Sir
Charles Wilkins, the Librarian of the East India Company
The obverse bears the arms of the East India Company with the
date below. The Company motto on the ribbon, in Latin, translates
to “Under the auspices of the sovereign and senate of England.” The
reverse has the denomination in English with Roman numerals,
and in Persian. The Persian inscriptions on the two coins translate
to “twenty cash make four falus” and “ten cash make two falus.” 3
A Little Math
I’ll spare you the math details but I calculate there must have
been about 8 to 8.8 million coins aboard the Admiral Gardner.
However we might look at it, the Admiral Gardner shipment must
have comprised some 10 percent of the total 1808 issue.
If the bulk of Admiral Gardner’s coins were recovered from the
wreck site (as I have been told by a U.S. dealer in these coins), this
explains why they are so plentiful in today’s numismatic
marketplace. Far more so, it seems, than the rest of the issue, which
should have made its way into circulation in India.
I can only explain this by speculating that Admiral Gardner
shipwreck coins, because of their fascinating provenance, are easier
to sell.
Curious though, isn’t it? Where are
all the others? Maybe they are being
sold as shipwreck coins? If you find
one that is not pitted but instead is well
worn, or one that is of the earlier
heavier weight, you may have a coin
that actually circulated in India and is not
a real Admiral Gardner shipwreck coin. I’d
actually like to find one.
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Conclusion
They are common but I think at least one Admiral Gardner
shipwreck coin is a must for any collector of British India coins.
Cleaned and shiny, as many seem to be, they are the type of numismatic
item we would generally shun as having been ruined by harsh
treatment. Many are for sale on the Internet. Most are over-priced. I
think 25 to 30 dollars is plenty to spend for a shiny one. If you want
an especially nice example of a 10-cash, or the much scarcer 20-cash,
you will pay more.
But common as they may be, the fact that these coins lay on the
bottom of the sea for 175 years in the remains of an East Indiaman that
came to grief, makes them special.
They remind us of that dreadful year more than 200 years ago when
the East India Company suffered such crippling losses, and so many
lives were lost. Anyone with a sense of the history and the romance of
that time should own one.
Notes:
1

2

3

In the same storm, the brig Apollo, outbound for Coracoa, was also
driven onto the Sands and lost. Ten men perished, only one survived.
Meanwhile, however, a new mint had been set up in Madras using
Boulton’s modern machinery and, as early as 1807, began producing
another series of copper cash coins of different design
“Falus” was a term used for centuries throughout the Islamic world
for small copper coins of various weights and values. The Madras
Presidency’s coin system was no exception; the term falus was used

±

there as well; it was another name for a half-dudu, or a 5-cash coin.
The lighter 1808-dated coins are designated in the Krause Mishler
Standard Catalog of World Coins as KM 320 (10-cash) and KM 321
(20-cash). Listings for both include the note: “Nice salvaged (and
cleaned) examples from the ship Admiral Gardner are very
common.”

References:
1. www.eicships.info, accessed Jan 10, 2011.
2. www.sohomint.info/admiralgardner, accessed Jan. 18, 2011.
3. Pridmore, Fred, Coins of the British Commonwealth, Part 4 India,
Vol. 1, London: Spink & Son, 1975-80.
4. Taylor, Stephen, Storm and Conquest, The Clash of Empires in the
Eastern Seas, 1809, New York and London:W.W. Norton &
Company, Inc., 2008.
5. Tegg, Thomas, A contemporary brochure: Interesting Particulars
of the Loss of the Admiral Gardner & Britannia, Outward-Bound
Indiamen, and the Apollo, a Large Brig, Which, With Other Vessels,
Were Wrecked on the Goodwins January 24, 1809, Including A
Circumstantial Account of these Sands, London: Thomas Tegg,
1809.

This paper and the NYCC presentation are updated from
Ron Cheek’s Coin World article published in August 2012.
That article was the winner of a Numismatic Literary Guild
Award of Merit at the 2013 ANA Convention in Chicago.

The ones in these cards are common. There are some elegantly packaged ones that will cost more.
And as always, there are some offered at ridiculously high prices in the hopes that an uninformed buyer will make an offer far above the market
value, believing they are getting a bargain.
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PROCEEDS OF CRIME: HOW POLYMER BANKNOTES WERE INVENTED
by Tom Spurling and David Solomon on the web site:
http://theconversation.com/proceeds-of-crime-how-polymer-banknotes-were-invented-34642#republish
Welcome to CSIRO Inventions, a series
looking at the discoveries and innovations
borne from Australia’s national science
agency. In this first instalment, we outline the
story behind the plastic money we use
today—and the criminal world that drove its
development.
The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) and
CSIRO’s 20-year “bank project” resulted in
the introduction of the polymer banknote—the
first ever of its kind, and the most secure form
of currency in the world.
The project commenced in 1968 and
continued until 1988 with the release of the
A$10 bicentennial commemorative banknote.
They’re waterproof and tough – not to mention colourful –
But it’s the story behind this story — a personal
but plastic notes were developed for their unforgeability.
note of forgeries, underworld figures and
By April 1966 most of the old imperial banknotes had been
CSIRO — that is just as impressive.
removed from circulation, and a new range of state-of-the-art dollars
Australia’s transition from the pound to the dollar, on Decimal Day, and coins were doing the rounds of the nation’s tills, wallets and
February 14 1966, was a momentous occasion. The new currency was pockets. With designs by leading Australian artists and cutting edge
seen as being a marker of our independence from the mother country, security features such as watermarks and metal thread, things couldn’t
and the changeover from pound to dollar was well-planned and have been better for the note-issuer, the RBA.
executed.
But the new notes were not infallible, and it didn’t take long for
counterfeiters to strike.

Enter the Forgers

The first polymer banknotes.
One side symbolised European settlement and the other, the original
discovery and settlement of Australia 40–60,000 years earlier.
(A little-known fact: a nationwide competition was held to find a name for our
new currency with an “Australian flavour.” Among the more than 1,000
submissions were the “austral,” “boomer,” “kwid” and “ming,” but “dollar”
was chosen.)

By the end of the year, a team of amateurs from suburban
Melbourne, armed with simple office equipment and a desire to make
some money, were able to produce a batch of fake notes with no
intaglio printing, no watermark and no metal thread that would net them
almost A$800,000 worth of forgeries. (That figure’s not to be sneezed
at — it would be worth A$9.6 million in 2013.)
The nucleus of this team were two “regular joes” with no real
criminal history: Francis Papworth, an artist from Bentleigh, and
Jeffrey Mutton, who owned a failing milk bar in Moorabbin near a
printing plant where Papworth worked.
As with many great schemes, this one was hatched over a beer —
Papworth and Mutton often met at the Boundary Hotel in East
Bentleigh. It was January 1966, only a few weeks before the
introduction of the dollar, and the two mates were looking for an easy
way to reverse their fortunes. Papworth worked at a printing plant . . .
so why not print some money?
Deciding it was a “goer,” they enlisted a third contemporary, Dale
Code, along with Ron Adam (a professional photographer) and Bert
Kidd, a notorious career criminal who was to provide the funding for
the scheme. Their original target was the ten shilling note, but on the
release of the A$10 note on Decimal Day they decided that the new
version was going to be even easier.
What followed was a tale of ingenuity, intrigue and deceit. Using
only their basic printing equipment, the forgers were able to produce
three batches of fake notes, each more sophisticated than the next, that
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The first A$10 notes, featuring architect Francis Greenway on the front and poet Henry Lawson on the back.

would stay in circulation for many years. But despite their initial
success, the authorities soon picked up on their activities.
Adam, Code and Mutton were tried and found guilty of forgery in
1967 but Papworth, who had been a police informant, was found not
guilty. Kidd was arrested in 1969 after Mutton, who was already
serving time, gave evidence against him.
News of the forgery soon became public, and a period of unrest
followed. Instructions were issued by the Reserve Bank on how to spot
the forgeries, which were then to be handed to authorities. But anybody
turning a note in would not receive a genuine note in return, so many
continued to be circulated.
A general distrust of A$10 notes permeated Australian society —
at one stage, members of the Amalgamated Engineering Union refused
to accept them as part of their pay packet.

Call in the Scientists
The RBA’s Governor, HC (Nugget) Coombs turned to science —
or, more specifically, to CSIRO. The challenge was set: could we create
the world’s most secure banknote?
After some preliminary planning, the “bank project” began.
Coombs originally enlisted seven top Australian scientists, five
physicists and two chemists, to help the RBA develop a more secure
banknote. They met on April 1, 1968, and despite the date, these were
no April fools — the two chemists were Jerry Price, who went on to
become chairman of CSIRO, and Sefton Hamann, chief of the CSIRO
Division of Applied Chemistry.

HC ‘Nugget’ Coombs.

The group was introduced to the general principles of banknote
design and production, and sent off to think about it before reconvening
for a second meeting at Thredbo in June 1968.
Two more scientists were invited to Thredbo: Neil Lewis, recently
retired from Kodak, and David Solomon, a young, award-winning
polymer scientist from CSIRO. It was during these first few years that
Dr Solomon first hit on the idea of a plastic banknote after being
given a business card printed on plastic by a visitor from Japan.
By February 1972, CSIRO and the RBA had agreed to commence
a project to develop polymer banknotes with a range of optically
variable security devices. The CSIRO team soon developed a “proof
of concept” and presented it to the RBA.
The concept had:
• a see-through panel
• diffraction grating (an optical component which splits and
diffracts light into several beams) embedded in the note
• and it was, of course, plastic.
As well as being difficult to forge, these new notes were also more
durable than the traditional “rag notes,” more environmentally friendly
and less likely to carry dirt and disease.
These technical improvements were made within the first ten years
of the bank project, but behind-the-scenes delays prevented the issue
of these revolutionary notes until the bicentennial year 1988. In a
defiant gesture to Papworth, Mutton and co, the first note issued was
— you guessed it — A$10.
Today, there are more than 30 different denominations totalling
some three billion polymer notes in service in 22 countries worldwide.

Dr Spurling conducting a ‘feel test’ with Governor Phillips.

