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THE BULLETIN FOR JANUARY 2015
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello once again to members of the North
York Coin Club and our numismatist friends
who receive this bulletin, a new year is upon
us. The first thing I would like to do in 2015
is to thank everyone who came to Tucker’s
Marketplace on December 9th to help
celebrate the holiday season and the very
successful year the North York Coin Club had
in 2014.
Some thirty-nine club members and their
spouses attended the evening and unlike
previous years I, or any other members of the
club’s executive, did not hear a bad thing
about the facility, food or anything. An
enjoyable evening was had by all.
An event linking two statements I just
made should also be mentioned again and the
club should be proud of itself. The R.C.N.A.
convention held in August and sponsored by
our club was a huge success. The club
benefited financially very well from hosting
this event and as all those in attendance at
Tucker’s witnessed we received a cheque for
over fifty nine hundred dollars as our proceeds
from that convention. A sincere thank you
from the club to everyone who helped out.
That’s enough on the dinner, time to get
down to the program of events for the club’s
upcoming meetings. The club’s executive is
happy to start the New Year with a speaker
from outside the club. Ron Cheek will be
speaking at our January 27th meeting so plan
on attending. The club would like to test out
a new meeting format. In March we plan on
conducting an auction that would last the
entire evening, not just the last third. We are
asking club members to consign items ahead
of time so that we can include the items in an

auction list to be distributed with the March
bulletin before the auction. This will assist you
in choosing which items you may want to bid
on. Please bring your items to the January
and February meetings where they will be
accepted for the March auction. More to come
so stay tuned.
The next item I bring to the attention of the
club members is the NYCC 4th annual Hobby
Show on May 9th 2015 in the Banquet room
at Edithvale Community Centre. The price
of the table is up slightly from last year at $40
each. We will no longer be getting a meeting
room for free following the June meeting, so
as with many clubs this is our annual fund
raising. Book and pay early to hold your spot.
See Paul Petch, or myself, at your earliest
convenience, with the Dealer Table
Application completed and your money and
your table will be reserved. There are only 18
dealer tables and we have already made a few
sales, so reserve yours now.
The show schedule is alive and well to
kick off 2015 with the CAND show in
Hamilton January 24-25, S.W.O.N. February
1st in Paris, TOREX is in Toronto February
14-15th and last but not least the COIN-ARAMA in Oshawa on February 21st. These
shows and a long list of top-notch shows this
year will provide the local numismatics with
ample opportunity to add to their collection.
So get out there and support your local show
and dealers, as the hobby needs your help.

You are reminded to pay your
2015 dues and to bring material for
the March consignment auction!

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
IT’S IN THE BANQUET ROOM:
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
We are very pleased to announce that for
our January meeting Ron Cheek is returning
to North York for his third visit as guest
speaker. This time he has chosen for his
topic the two-hundred-year-old Admiral
Gardner coins that recall the East India
Company’s “season of disasters.” The
Admiral Gardner, on her sixth voyage to the
east and commanded by William Eastfield,
was wrecked off South Foreland on the
Goodwin Sands on 25 January 1809.
Among the items that went down were 48
tons of East India Company copper tokens
that were to be used as currency for native
workers. There’s quite a story, so you don’t
want miss it.
Don’t forget to bring along your recent
finds or special treasures to share with us
during the show and tell!
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
The last item I must mention is the need
for a volunteer to temporarily fill in for Ben
and his Treasurer job while he is away on
vacation early in 2015 for about four months.
If anybody can help out in this time of need
see me, or e-mail, and I will pencil you in.
Bill O’Brien
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NEWS OF THE OCTOBER 2014 MEETING
The 605th meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, October 28, 2014 in the 1st floor Banquet room. It was
hammered to order at 7:34 P.M. with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the
chair and 28 members and 2 guests in attendance.
Member Hezi Shami was not present when his name was drawn
to receive the on-time attendance draw prize of $2.00. The draw will
increase to $4.00 for the November 25 meeting.
Moving on to business items, Bill asked members present if they
had noticed any errors or omissions in the minutes of the September
meeting as published in the October newsletter. With no errors noted,
Phillip Simms made a motion to accept the minutes, which was
seconded by Norman G. Gordon. Motion carried.
Ben Boelens, our treasurer, then gave a brief report on the club’s
financial status.
The regular portion of the meeting opened on a somber note as Bill
called for a moment of silence to pay our respects to our long time
friend Albert Kasman who passed away on October 14, after a
prolonged illness. Although he has not been able to attend recent
meetings, Albert was remembered by many of the members present.
David Bawcutt remembered Albert through the 26 woods issued by
Albert that David has in his collection.
Following up with ideas for our annual Christmas meeting Bill
asked for a final decision on the venue. It was decided to repeat last
year’s trip to Tucker’s Marketplace. Bill agreed to approach the venue
to arrange for a larger room than last year.
Bill then asked Paul Johnson for an update on the status of the
financial from the August R.C.N.A. convention. Paul mentioned that
the financial had not yet closed on the convention and so could not give
an exact number he did however say that his estimate is that the club’s
share of the profit will be between $4-5,000. Bill then congratulated
Paul Petch and Henry Nienhuis on the success of the convention.

Our planned event for the evening was a presentation by Paul Petch.
Paul presented a series of detailed PowerPoint slides developed by
Sandy and Rick Craig entitled “Greek Timeline.” Paul introduced the
presentation by relating that Rick had at one time shared with him his
motives for collecting ancient Greek coins. Rick had started the
collection to share this interest in common with his wife Sandy who
has studied the history of ancient Greece.
Bill thanked Paul for the presentation and asked that he pass on his
thanks to Sandy and Rick for their permission to present slides at the
NYCC. Bill then called for our customary coffee break from 8:20 –
8:40 pm.
The last portion of the meeting was devoted to the customary
lucky draws and auction. Lucky draw winners for the evening wereDavid Quinlan (3), Nick Cowan, Franco Farronato (3), Tony Hine,
Henry Nienhuis (2), Paul Johnson, Hee Sam Kim (3), and Andrew
Silver (2). The club earned $38.00 through the sale of the draw tickets!
The lucky draws were intermixed throughout the evening’s auction,
called by our auctioneer Dick Dunn and volunteer runner Jared
Stapleton. Our auction manager, David Bawcutt, reported that receipts
from the auction added $18.15, which included donated items, to the
club coffers.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting
the club through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations.
The Executive committee would like to thank Nick Cowan, Dr. Marvin
Kay and Franco Farronato for their kind donations of material for draw
prizes to the club. Please consider supporting your club through a
donation of numismatic material or other items. (Don’t forget to
mention your donations to the club secretary so that your support can
be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting will take place on Tuesday November
25th, 2014, in the 1st floor Banquet Room of the Edithvale Community
Centre.

Paul Johnson, Executive Secretary of the R.C.N.A., presents a cheque
for $5,900. to President Bill O’Brien with co-chairmen Paul Petch (r)
and Henry Nienhuis (L) looking on. This is the club’s share of profits
from the R.C.N.A. 2014 Convention hosted by the NYCC.

The presentation took place at Tucker’s Marketplace during the
annual December dinner meeting with friends from the EtobicokeMississauga Coin, Stamp and Collectibles Club also in attendance.
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NEWS OF THE NOVEMBER 2014 MEETING
The 605th meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, November 25,
2014 in the 1st floor Banquet room. It was
hammered to order at 7:35 P.M. with our
President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair and 26
members and 2 guests in attendance.
Member George Koppel was not present
when his name was drawn to receive the ontime attendance draw prize of $4.00. The draw
will increase to $6.00 for the
January 27 meeting.
Moving on to
business items,
Ben Boelens,
our treasurer,
gave a brief
report on the
c l u b ’ s
financial
status.
We then took
a
moment
to
welcome and to recognize
the guests who were joining the evening’s
meeting. Peter W. is re-kindling his interest in
collecting and is getting re-acquainted with his
“paper route” collection he had as a youth
and is now concentrating on Vicky pennies.
Plans for our annual Christmas meeting
were confirmed. Bill has made reservations
for December 9 at the Tucker’s Marketplace
venue we attended last year. He was able to
negotiate an “all-in” price of $30.00, which
would include one drink of your choice. Bill
further reported that at the last meeting of the
executive, on November 11, it was
unanimously agreed to further recognize
contributions by those who volunteered to
help at the R.C.N.A. convention hosted by our
club. The executive agreed that the club would
subsidize the Christmas meal for those
volunteers, bringing the cost of the meal down
to $10.00.
Paul Petch gave a brief update on the
Hobby Show; he reported that he had received
the May 9, 2015 signed permit and that he was
now taking payments for tables on a firstcome first-served basis. Forms are available
for anyone interested.
Paul Johnson asked for the floor to update
everyone on the financials from the
convention. He was happy to report that the

convention this year was a great success. The
total profit from the convention was
approximately $10,258 of which the club will
receive half.
Our planned event for the evening was a
member show-and-tell.

➣ Mike H. brought along a curious $10
polymer note that he wanted opinions
about. He felt the note showed minor text
placement variety. Jared mentioned that
such differences were common and that
they were within production expectations.

➣ Ben Boelens was first with a sampling of
medals/medallions he had collected. He
mentioned that they appealed to him
because they were typically larger than
coins and there was a wide range and types
to choose from. Ben passed around: a
1914 Bern, Switzerland Expo medal
in silver designed by E.A. Martin.
(The expo attracted 3.2 million
people even with WW I
looming.), a Professor Salizar
of Portugal commemorative
medal, a WW II participation
medal (what the late Bob Porter use
to call an E[veryone] G[ot] O[ne]
medal), and an interesting Barrick
Goldstrike Mines Inc. 1992 medal.
➣ Paul Petch brought along a hard to find
book that he recently acquired at a
reasonable cost. American Copper
Coinage is one of 16 volumes from the
ANS Coinage of the America’s
Conference series. When he received the
book he found, remarkably, that it had
belonged to George E. Ewing and that he
had collected 12 signatures of the 14 who
presented at the conference.
➣ Phillip Simms told of his enjoyable
experiences attending his first Nuphilex
show. While there he purchased 35
bringing his collection back to 1850.
➣ Harvey Shuter passed around an
impressive scholastic medal his daughter
received in Montreal. The large silver
medal was very detailed in design.
➣ Arie Yark brought some coins he recently
acquired. Two coins, 1863 and 1866 from
Hong Kong and a commemorative 10kroner from Slovania dated 1918-2004.
➣ Raj Makhijani displayed some recent
RCM material he has collected. Raj also
mentioned that the RCM was doing a coin
launch on December 10 between 6–8:00
pm at the Continental Hotel.
➣ Arnie Goldstein brought along his
collection of small 5-cent silver pieces for
members to look through during the break.

After the show-and-tell Bill called for our
customary coffee break from 8:30 – 8:45 pm.
The last portion of the meeting was
devoted
to
the
customary lucky
draws
and
auction. Lucky
draw winners
for
the
evening
w e r e Richard
Duquette (2),
V i n c e
Chiappino (2),
Henry Nienhuis (3),
Raj Makhijani (2), David
Quinlan, Linda Simms, Len Kuenzig, Arnie
Goldstein (2), Franco Farronato, Bill O’Brien
and Andrew Silver. The club earned $32.00
through the sale of the draw tickets! The lucky
draws were intermixed throughout the
evening’s auction, called by our auctioneer
David Quinlan and volunteer runner Jared
Stapleton. Our auction manager, David
Bawcutt, reported that receipts from the
auction added $10.60, which included donated
items, to the club coffers.
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:11 P.M.
The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
donations. Please consider supporting your
club through a donation of numismatic
material or other items. (Don’t forget to
mention your donations to the club secretary
so that your support can be recognized in the
minutes and newsletter.)
Our next regular meeting, our annual
General Meeting, will take place on Tuesday
January 27th, 2015, in the 1st floor Banquet
Room of the Edithvale Community Centre.
We are looking forward to seeing you at
the December 9 Holiday meeting at Tucker’s
Marketplace 15 Carlson Court, Mississauga,
ON M9W 6A2.
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“WOMEN ON CANADIAN BANKNOTES”
SEEKS MORE FEMALE FACES ON THE COUNTRY’S MONEY
The Huffington Post Canada by Jesse Ferreras
In 2011, the Bank of Canada nixed plans
to display images of prominent female
activists on a new $50 bill.
It had initially planned to depict the
“Famous Five,” a group of women that
fought to see females recognized as persons
under the constitution, and Thérèse Casgrain,
a feminist and the first woman ever elected to
lead a political party in Canada.
They were replaced by an icebreaker, said
a Toronto Star editorial.
As of 2014, no women appear on any
Canadian currency, save for Queen Elizabeth
II.
Merna Forster aims to change that.
The Victoria, B . C .-based creator of
Heroines.ca, a website dedicated to
highlighting outstanding Canadian women,
started a Change.org petition last year calling
on the Bank of Canada to display women on
the country’s money.
Current Bank of Canada Governor
Stephen Poloz has said he’s “absolutely open
to the idea,” but he was criticized earlier this
month after announcing a new process for
designing currency which did not address
concerns about the lack of women, CBC
News said.
Some of the suggestions (from top to
bottom):
E. Pauline Johnson was a Canadian writer
and performer popular in the late 19th
century. Johnson was notable for her
poems and performances that celebrated
her First Nations heritage.
Emily Carr was a Canadian artist and writer
heavily inspired by the Indigenous
peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast.
Hazel McCallion ‘Hurricane Hazel’ was
first elected as Mississauga’s mayor in
November 1978, and is the longest
serving mayor in Mississauga’s history
having served for 36 years at the time of
her retirement in 2014. She was a
successful candidate in 12 municipal
elections, having been acclaimed twice
and re-elected 10 other times.
Continued next page ...

The Huffington Post published an article
on the latest efforts to convince the Bank of Canada
to place women’s portraits on their banknotes.
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And now Forster, whose petition has
gained over 48,000 supporters (including
prominent author Margaret Atwood), is
stepping up her campaign.
She is preparing to launch a website,
Women on Canadian Banknotes, in which
people are encouraged both to sign her
petition, and to come up with their own
suggestions for who should appear on
Canadian bills.
The tool is simple: you simply go to the
website, hit “Generate your Suggestion,”
upload a photo, and voila, you have a
Canadian $100 bill with a prominent woman’s
face on it.
Forster told The Huffington Post Canada
that the intention isn’t to suggest who should
just appear on the $100 bill, but “any of the
next bank notes.”
“[I] just hoped that this would be a fun,
interactive tool for people to get involved with
the Canadian women on bank notes
campaign,” she said in an email.
Forster was surprised when informed by
The Huffington Post Canada last Friday that
the site has already drawn heavy interest
before it’s been officially launched.
Indeed, users have submitted dozens of
ideas for women who should appear on
Canadian currency, from astronaut Roberta
Bondar, to former prime minister Kim
Campbell, to country-pop singer Shania
Twain.
This article reproduces a few familiar
names and faces of women on the site
http://womenonbanknotes.ca/
Laura Secord was a Canadian heroine of the
War of 1812. She is known for having
walked 20 miles out of Americanoccupied territory in 1813 to warn British
forces of an impending American attack.
Lucy Maud Montgomery was a Canadian
author best known for a series of novels
beginning with Anne of Green Gables,
published in 1908.
Mary Pickford was a Canadian-American
motion picture actress, co-founder of the
film studio United Artists and one of the
original 36 founders of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Alice Munro is a Canadian author and as
winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature
(2013) was described as a “master of the
contemporary short story.”
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METAL MONSTERS: THE BIGGEST ANCIENT COINS
Coin Week Ancient Coin Series by Mike Markowitz on the Coin Week website

In the November issue we looked at some of the
smallest ancient coins. This month we continue that
theme with the biggest.
In 2007, Canada captured a world record by producing five
examples of a 100 kilogram gold piece (220.5 pounds, or a bit over
3215 troy ounces). It was 53 centimetres in diameter (21 inches) and
three centimetres thick, denominated at one million Canadian dollars.
“Why did the Royal Canadian Mint make the world’s purest and
largest gold bullion coin? Because we can.”1
Without electric furnaces or hydraulic presses, ancient mint masters
could not duplicate this feat, but they still managed to produce some
enormous coins. Because they could.

Dodekadrachms!
Our earliest numismatic monsters come from Paeonia (now the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), issued about 480-465
BCE by a Thracian tribe called the Derrones. They mined silver and
formed it into lumpy 30-40 gram coins, which they traded with the
Greeks, their civilized southern neighbours. Despite their irregular
weight, these rare coins are considered 12-drachma pieces or
dodekadrachms. On the obverse, a man drives an ox-cart on a field
decorated with a Corinthian-style helmet. The reverse bears a
triskeles—three running legs arranged in a pinwheel pattern. This
rare type has sold in recent auctions for prices ranging from about
US $5000 to over $30,000 for the coin illustrated here.

The Ptolemies
Egypt was rich and the Ptolemies liked
to flaunt it. The Macedonian Ptolemies,
who ruled Egypt from 323 to 30 BCE,
loved grand gestures and spectacular
flourishes, even on their coinage.
In most of the Greek world,
standard gold coins were staters of about
8.5 grams, roughly a month’s salary for a
mercenary foot soldier. For several
generations, Ptolemies issued massive
gold oktadrachms of about 28 grams.
Recently, hoards of these beautiful
coins have appeared on the market at
prices ranging from about US $7000 to
upwards of $50,000 for exceptional
specimens.
Although Egypt had no silver mines, Ptolemy II (ruled 285-246
BCE) and Ptolemy III (ruled 246-221) also issued impressive silver
dekadrachms (about 35 grams) and even a pentakaidekadrachm or
15-drachma piece of over 52 grams. These bore the images of
queens Arsinoe II and Berenike II, respectively. [there’s no picture
of the decadrachm. I’m assuming Arsinoe II is on it?] In recent
auctions, these rarities have sold for prices ranging from US $14,000
to over $50,000.

Because the early Ptolemies controlled the richest copper source
in the ancient world on the island of Cyprus, they also issued huge
copper coins, probably denominated as one-drachma pieces. The
weight and diameter of these thick pieces varied, but the biggest
measured about 47 mm in diameter and the heaviest reach about 97
grams. Worn specimens are some of the most affordable ancient
monsters, going for under US $300 in recent sales.

Heavy Bronze
Olbia was a Greek colony on the northern coast of the Black Sea
(now part of Ukraine). Lacking silver, the Olbians–beginning about
450 BCE–issued large cast bronze coins nearly 70 mm in diameter
and weighing up to 140 grams. On the obverse, a gorgoneion
defiantly sticks out her tongue. To us this image is amusing, but to
ancient Greeks it was a protective amulet that repelled evil spirits.
On the reverse, an enormous soaring sea eagle clutches a dolphin
in its talons.

The early Roman Republic also lacked silver, and during the
third century BCE various cities cast crude bronze coins called aes
grave (“heavy bronze”). The largest pieces weighed a full Roman
pound (about 325 grams), and there were a range of fractions down
to a half-ounce. Romans were accustomed to using bronze ingots
as money, so the inconvenience of these clumsy monsters was
relative.
Each denomination had a characteristic symbol and mark of
value. The obverse of the one-pound “as” bore the double-faced head
of Janus, god of doorways. The reverse showed the prow of a
warship, with its heavy bronze ram. Many of these pieces originate
from a large 19th century Italian hoard. New finds are uncommon,
and a controversial agreement with Italy2 restricts their importation
into the US. Prices range from US $3500 to over $7500 for
exceptional specimens.

The Eucratidion
Baktria, in northern Afghanistan and Tajikstan, was a prosperous
Greek kingdom established by successors of Alexander the Great
beginning about 250 BCE. Little is known about King Eucratides,
who ruled Baktria c. 171-145 BCE. He fought the Parthians and
conquered parts of northern India. He commissioned the largest
surviving gold coin struck in antiquity: a 20-stater piece, 58 mm in
diameter, weighing 169.2 grams. That’s nearly five and a half
ounces. The unique example was found in 1867 in Bukhara
(Uzbekistan), nearly 300 miles northwest of the Baktrian heartland.
Eventually acquired by Napoleon III, it resides today in the
Bibliothéque nationale in Paris.
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On the obverse we see the king in profile, wearing a plumed
cavalry helmet. On the reverse, the twin heroes Castor and Pollux carry
long lances and palm branches and
ride
prancing
horses
surrounded by a carelessly
lettered inscription:
“Great King Eucratides.”
The Smithsonian in
Washington has a
similar 15-stater gold
piece of Eucratides that
most experts regard as a
19th century fantasy.

Amyntas
A century after Eucratides was murdered by his own son, another
Baktrian king, Amyntas, came to power. Almost nothing is known
about him, either; one source estimates his reign as c. 95–90 BCE,
another as c. 85-60 BCE. But he issued some of the largest silver coins
struck in antiquity: double-dekadrachms 60 mm in diameter, weighing
85 grams. The six known examples come from one hoard found in 1946
in Kunduz and they miraculously survived the Taliban years in the vault
of the Afghan National Museum.
On the obverse we see Amyntas with
same type of helmet worn by Eucratides.
The reverse shows either an enthroned
figure of Zeus or
Tyche, goddess of
fortune.
The
inscription
proclaims
“Victorious King
Amyntas” but we
can only guess at
what victory these
extraordinary coins
commemorate.

Constantine the Great
In May 330 CE, to celebrate the foundation of his new capital
(which he modestly named for himself) at the ancient city of
Byzantium, Constantine the Great issued a series of large silver
coins. The coins bear an obverse portrait of Constantine that recalls
the cold, impassive features of his colossal statue in Rome.

There are two reverse designs: a seated female figure of
“Constantinopolis,” the personification of the new capital city, and
a similar figure of Roma, who personified the city of Rome. These
handsome coins were probably presented to favoured courtiers by
the emperor himself. Berk notes “this is the only specific coin that
can be placed in the presence of an historic individual.”3
We don’t know what they were called back then, but numismatists
call them “five siliqua medallions.” A siliqua was based on the weight
of a carob seed, only 0.2 grams (today we call it a “carat”). The coin
contained 17.5 grams of silver, which equalled one gram (five siliquae)
of gold in value. The regular imperial silver coin of that era, the
argenteus, weighed only about 3.5 grams. Constantine’s medallions
are exactly the weight and size of ancient Greek silver tetradrachms—
coins that had not been issued for centuries but were still remembered
with pride by the Greek-speaking inhabitants of the Empire. This may
have been a deliberate choice (Ramskold).
About 18 examples of this medallion are known—15 with the
Constantinopolis reverse, three with Roma. The finest pair reportedly
sold for US $125,000 each. Lesser specimens in recent auctions have
gone for prices ranging from $7000 to $35,000.

Valentinian and Valens
Born in 321 CE, Valentinian became emperor on 26 February
364 following the accidental (or deliberate?) death of Emperor
Jovian. He took control of the west, appointing his brother Valens
as co-emperor in the east.
In 2009, a huge medallion of Valentinian appeared on the
market.4 It sold at auction for $300,000. Weighing 104.3 grams and
measuring 66 mm in diameter, it would have been denominated as
a 48-siliqua piece–by far the largest surviving Roman silver coin.
Although struck from dies at the Antioch mint, this was clearly an
imperial presentation piece; a prestigious gift to a high official.
The historian Ammianus Marcellinus (lived c. 330-391 CE),
while critical of Valentinian’s brutality and cruelty, still admired him:
“His strong and muscular body, the gleam of his hair, his
brilliant complexion, his grey eyes, with a gaze that was
always sidelong and stern, his fine stature, and his regular
features completed a figure of regal charm and majesty.”5
That’s the face we see on this medallion.
The Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna has an even more
spectacular unique gold piece in the name of Valentinian’s brother
Valens, who fell in battle against the Goths at Adrianople in 378.
With a heavy loop soldered to the rim, the piece was clearly intended
for wear as an ornament.
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Metal Monsters: The Biggest Ancient Coins continued ...
Although the style is “barbaric,” the
inscriptions are perfect, suggesting that the
goldsmith who crafted it was literate. It was
found in a hoard of fourth century
medallions in 1797 near the village of
Szilágysomlyó (now in Romania).
But this is, well . . . not exactly a coin. It
appears to be a barbaric cast imitation of a
lost original, which must have been a struck
medallion of 36 solidi (half a Roman pound
or about 163 grams).
If that original ever turns up, it would
surely be worth several million US dollars.
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EIGHT NUMISMATIC TRENDS OF THE 21 CENTURY
ST

From the Hallmark Coins blog on the Internet
Since the dawn of time when mankind decided to ditch the barter
system for a more controlled and deliberate currency system, there have
been quite a few changes to money and monetary composition
throughout the ages.
Coins have always been the dominant use of currency, with paper
money being introduced in Song Dynasty China during the 11th
century. The development of the banknote began in the seventh century,
with local issues of paper currency. Its roots were in merchant receipts
of deposit during the Tang Dynasty (618–907), as merchants and
wholesalers desired to avoid the heavy bulk of copper coinage in large
commercial transactions.
That was largely it really, up until probably the latter part of the 21st
century. Thereafter several new trends in the numismatic industry
have emerged that have sparked interest, some degree of controversy,
but mostly a lot of movement in the market when it comes to the
investment in coins that are in circulation and which many believe to
have the makings of becoming rare collectables in later years.
Although there are, in all likelihood, several other trends that are
not documented, here are eight of the most interesting and noticeable
numismatic trends that have come to the fore in the 21st century.
I want to confine myself here to trends affecting circulation coins.
No doubt there are trends involving collector coins, proof and mint sets,
marketing gimmicks, etc., but they belong in the “Coin collecting”
board. Some of these trends started in the last decade or two of the 20th
century but have since become more widespread and visible. In every
case, there are also examples that go against the trend, but by definition
they are fewer than those following the trend.

1. Fewer humans on coins
Maybe it is just an oversight, or maybe there are less iconic men and
women to be featured on coins or banknotes, but what is noticeable is
that there are fewer humans on coins: not generic humans, such as those
depicted riding a horse, or driving a tractor, or whatever else, but known

personalities. Agood example is Latin America, where, back in the late
20th century, almost every country used to include portraits of their
national heroes and liberators – generally high-collared military men
of the 1800s, often with side whiskers – on their circulation coins.
The liberation of Latin America from its mainly Spanish rulers took
place roughly between 1810 and 1830. It was occasioned by
Napoleon’s invasion and conquest of Spain and Portugal. He made his
own brother king of Spain, whilst the whole Portuguese royal family
promptly sailed to Brazil and set up court there. There are still plenty
of Latin American countries that honour their national heroes on their
coins, but we have seen both Uruguay and Colombia adopt thematic
wildlife designs in recent years – 2011 and 2012 respectively. We must
assume that, as time has passed, these countries are feeling more
secure in their nationhood and no longer feel the need to hark back to
their old heroes. However, outside Latin America, the most noticeable
country bucking this trend is Jamaica, which used mainly wildlife
designs in the 1970s but has switched to national heroes since the 1990s.
A special case is Fiji, which dropped the Queen from its coins just
last year. This was long overdue, as Fiji has been a republic since 1987.
Now Jamaica is talking of becoming a republic. Since Jamaica’s coins
do not show the Queen in any case, this would make no difference in
numismatic terms, but I expect this to become an accelerating trend
after the death of Elizabeth II. In post-independence times, many
African countries elected to go with animals on their coins rather than
humans.
I do not expect that so many countries or territories will be keen
to carry the portrait of King Charles III (or whatever he will become)
on their coins. Probably the British overseas territories will still carry
the royal portrait, but in 20 or 30 years’ time it is likely that the coins
of Australia and Canada will be monarch-free. The various portraits
of Queen Elizabeth II have graced billions of coins worldwide; I
expect that never again will any individual come close to matching her
record.
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Another continent that is slowly ditching human personalities
from its coins is Africa. After World War 2 decolonisation gathered
pace, and by 1980 it had mostly been completed. It was of course
important for the newly independent countries to honour their
founding fathers, so portraits of Nkrumah (Ghana), Kaunda
(Zambia), Kenyatta (Kenya) and Nyerere (Tanzania) were all to be
found on circulating coins, both during their presidencies and after.
Tanzania’s coins still carry Nyerere’s portrait, but coats of arms have
replaced presidential portraits on the circulation coins of Ghana,
Gambia, Malawi and Zambia, and Kenya is planning to follow
suit. Though it is generally the rule that reigning monarchs, in
contrast to presidents, always appear on their national coinage (not
just in Africa but worldwide), it is interesting to note that, unlike his
father (or Mswati III, reigning king of Swaziland), Letsie III of
Lesotho has never had his portrait depicted on the coinage.
The USA, by contrast, has long had a tradition of honouring its
former presidents (though never a current president, of course) on
its coinage and, since it is such a conservative country, that is
unlikely to change any time soon, so the trend will never be
universal. I am talking here only about standard circulation coins
of the world: human personalities, of past and present, will always
be in demand on commemorative circulation coins.

Some countries resist this trend, notably mineral-rich Australia,
whose 50 cents coin still measures 31.5mm in diameter and weighs
just over 15 grams, despite the fact that it buys you very little these
days.

5. Polygonal coins are being replaced with round coins
While polygonal coins are still popular in some countries (e.g. the
seven-sided 50p and 20p in the UK), in other countries, such as Fiji,
East Caribbean States, the Solomon Islands, Swaziland, they have been
replaced by coins with an inner polygonal rim. Such coins seem
polygonal at first glance, but on closer inspection it is apparent that
they are round. Is this trend a product of fashion or function? It is hard
to say. Some say the trend is due to the fact that as coins become smaller
and lighter, it becomes correspondingly harder for vending machines
and other coin receptors to recognise polygonal coins.
I am not so sure about this, since technology generally improves
significantly over time. By contrast, countries that have bucked the
trend in recent years are Malawi and Samoa.

2. Fewer allegorical figures
They were to be found on the coins of Italy and Portugal before
those countries adopted the euro, but no longer. Marianne still lives
on, and can be seen on the coins of French Polynesia and New
Caledonia also, but since 2008 even old Britannia has disappeared
from the new coins of the UK - though the older ones continue to
circulate, and she still graces the eponymous gold Britannia coins.
Can anyone think of other countries where the national allegorical
figure has been retired?

Fiji, 50 cents, 1994

Fiji, 50 cents, 2009

3. Thematic sets are becoming more common
Thematic sets are those monetary designs depicting wildlife,
ships, architecture, etc.
I have already mentioned the recent wildlife sets of Colombia
and Uruguay, but Morocco is another recent example. Formerly such
countries were more likely to have rather old-fashioned designs
incorporating wreaths, symbolic devices or elaborate patterns. The
United Emirates, which introduced a thematic set in the 1970s, was
an early exception among Arab states, but Algeria was the next to
issue a thematic set (of beautiful wildlife designs) in the 1990s.
Many countries of sub-Saharan Africa have long produced design
series depicting wildlife, but this has not usually been the case in
the deeply conservative North African, Arab and Middle Eastern
countries.

4. Coins are getting smaller, thinner and lighter
Many would put this down to the rising cost of using expensive
alloys and metals in the legal tender of today. As metals rise in price,
so mints want to use them in smaller quantities, or else they use
cheaper metals, which are then plated in order to produce coins of
the desired colour. It keep mints around the world happy, but design
artists are complaining that the relief is lower, so that it is technically
more difficult to produce a satisfying design.

Malawi introduced a seven-sided 5 kwacha coin in 2012
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Staying with the fifth trend, should the “Spanish flower” be
regarded as polygonal or not? The shape is an integral part of the euro
series, and Malaysia has recently adopted it for its new 50 sen coin.

7. Increasing use of latent images
and laser marks
Like bimetal, these features
help protect coins against forgery.
In the near future perhaps all high
denominations will include such
features. In this hi-tech age, it
should be possible to place forgery
beyond the capabilities of all
perpetrators.
Canada, 2 dollars, 2012
Latent maple leaves (top), laser marks (bottom)

8. Decreasing use of coins
Malaysia coin set of 2012

6. The rise of the bimetallic coin
The bimetallic has a long history, but as a circulation coin it was
really only commonly seen from the end of the 1980s onwards. The
French adopted it for their 10 francs coin, and even Russia briefly
introduced a couple of circulating bimetallic coins in the early 1990s.
Although more expensive to produce, they are minted in the higher
value coins to help prevent counterfeiting. That is the main reason for
their existence, but they are also easy to distinguish visually from other
coins. They are also highly attractive, so collectors avidly seek them,
which means more profits for mints. Everyone wins!

The irony is that there have been so many changes to coins over
the course of the 21st century, yet we are seeing a massive trend towards
the decreasing use of coins in society. With modern chip and pin
devices on cards, most people can just swipe theirs to travel on public
transport or purchase goods with. This is a practice that is reducing the
need for people to use coins in their daily lives.
Because of my dislike of small change, I would like the UK to
switch to a version of “Swedish rounding”. Everything could still be
priced to a single penny, but at the till the total would be rounded up
to the nearest five pence. As trends go, I don’t know whether Swedish
rounding is spreading or not. Any ideas? Or have you noticed any other
trends that I haven’t mentioned?
I suppose it’s possible that in 20 years’ time coins will no longer
be needed – at least in the technologically advanced countries. I have
read that stamp collecting is in decline because fewer people use
stamps in the age of the email. How long before technology sends coins
along the same path? The million-dollar question is how will trend
number eight affect the practice of investing in and exchanging rare
gold and silver coins and sovereigns amongst numismatists the world
over?

Advice to investors

Here is a recent example released in Singapore in mid-2013.
Not only is it bimetallic, but also it has an inner polygonal rim

We at Hallmark Coins don’t believe so. In our opinion, physical
coins that are destined to become rare in the future have weathered the
storm against changes in their composition and distribution over
thousands of years, and we believe that they will continue to have a
rightful and meaningful role to play in society. Especially amongst
numismatists that see them as not just an investment or a hobby, but
rather priceless miniature works of art that document large segments
of the history of the world and like a fine wine appreciate in perceived
and physical value over time.
It just begs one simple question. How could trends and
technological innovations such as Bitcoins or smart cards ever hope
to replace coins in society? Certainly not anytime soon is what the vast
majority of people in numismatic circles believe.

Sources:
http://www.worldofcoins.eu/forum/index.php/topic,20451.0.html
http://blog.hallmarkcoins.co.uk/eight-numismatic-trends-of-the-21st-century/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_money
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ROYAL MINT MAKES £100 COIN FEATURING BIG BEN CLOCK TOWER
From the BBC News web site

The coin is legal tender but is not designed for
everyday use
A new £100 coin featuring London’s Elizabeth Tower which
houses Big Ben has been minted to mark the start of the new year.
The Royal Mint in Llantrisant, Rhondda Cynon Taf, has
produced 50,000 of the commemorative pieces.
The coins, which contain two ounces (56 grams) of silver, were
sold at the face value of £100.
The design was chosen in celebration of Big Ben’s distinctive
sound, which for many cues the start of the New Year.
The coin was expected to prove popular, following the sell-out
success of the first £20 coin struck in honour of the birth of Prince
George.

The design shows the clock tower from street level from the view
of a person gazing up towards the sky with some foliage of trees to
the right.
Shane Bissett, the Royal Mint’s director of commemorative
coin, bullion and medals, said: “The sound of Big Ben chiming in
the Elizabeth Tower is one that will have become synonymous with
Britain for millions of British citizens and tourists alike, particularly
on New Year’s Eve when the world listens for Big Ben, which
marks Greenwich Mean Time, to chime in the New Year. “So it is
a fitting choice for the nation’s first £100 coin, and this is a fitting
time for us to reveal it.”
While the coins are legal tender, they will not be in general
circulation and have been designed as collector items.

BIG BEN £100 COIN UPDATE
From the WalesOnline web site by Ruth Mosalski
On New Year’s Day they announced coins produced this year
Big Ben has been sold for £100—or at least the
will
represent “a snapshot of Britain through time” marking some
commemorative coins created by the Royal Mint
of the UK’s historic events—from the 800th anniversary of the
have
Magna Carta being issued by King John, to the 75th anniversary of
The Royal Mint says they are “thrilled” with the “unprecedented the Battle of Britain when outnumbered allied air crews fought off
interest” from customers.
Hitler’s Luftwaffe.
All 50,000 of the first ever £100 for £100 silver coin have been
The name Big Ben is often used to describe the tower, the clock
snapped up within days of their release by The Royal Mint at and the bell, but it was originally given only to the Great Bell; it was
Llantrisant.
likely named after Sir Benjamin Hall, First Commissioner forWorks
Some of the coins had already found their way onto auction 1855-1858, whose name is inscribed on the bell itself. The 11storey clock tower was designed by Sir Charles Barry in keeping
website eBay, with prices of up to £999.
Laura Clancy and Glyn Davies, the Royal Mint’s in house with the neo-Gothic architecture he had chosen for the Palace of
Westminster and was completed in1859. The great clock was started
engravers were responsible for designing the image for the coin.
on 31 May and the Great Bell’s chimes were heard for the first time
Director of Commemorative Coin and Medals, Shane Bissett, on 11 July.
said: “We thought that this British icon was a fitting choice for the
Today, an old pre-decimal penny is still placed or removed from
nation’s first £100 for £100 coin, and that the New Year would be
the
pendulum to ensure that the clock keeps accurate time within
a fitting time to reveal it.“We have been thrilled with the fantastic
two-fifths
of a second a day.
feedback and unprecedented interest from our customers and the UK
general public.”
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COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER AND SPRING 2015
Jan. 24 – 25, Hamilton, CAND Annual
Show, Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, 116 King
St. West Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission: $3 per day,
show pass $60 (good for Friday dealer set-up,
Saturday & Sunday). Auctions to be
conducted by Jeffrey Hoare Auctions Inc.
Saturday, January 24: Numismatic Auction,
Sunday, January 25: Military Auction. For
more information contact Tom Kennedy,
email cand@cogeco.ca, telephone 519-2718825.
Feb. 1, Paris, S.W.O.N., Fairgrounds, 139
Silver St. Coin and collectible show Feb. 1 at
the Paris Fairgrounds. Admission $3 includes
a ticket for the gold coin draw. More than 55
tables and 30 dealers. Coins, paper money,
militaria, jewellery and more. Hot and cold
food and drinks available. For more
information contact Ted Bailey, email
tedscollectables@bellnet.ca, telephone 519442-3474 or 1-866-747-2646.
Feb. 14 – 15, 2015, Toronto, TOREX –
Canada’s National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency
Toronto on King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission $7, under 16 free. Featuring
Canada’s finest dealers in Canadian, ancient,
and foreign coins, paper money, coin and
paper money supplies and reference books.
For more information contact Brian R. Smith,
email brian@torex.net, telephone 416-7055348. Website: http://www.torex.net/
Feb. 21, 2015, Oshawa, COIN-A-RAMA,
Five Points Mall, 285 Taunton Rd E. at Ritson
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and
membership draws and NEW hourly public
draws + free admission and parking.
Featuring paper, coins, tokens, medals trade
dollars books and supplies and many more
other items. For more information contact
Sharon, email papman@bell.net, telephone
905-728-1352.
Mar. 7 – 8, Mississauga, Mississauga’s 12th
Annual Coin, Stamp & Collectibles Show,
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300
Cawthra Rd. Hours: 9: a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission: Sat. $3, Sunday free. 16 and under
Free both days. Free parking, 25+ dealers of
stamps, coins, Royal Canadian Mint coins,
paper money, military and other collectibles,
Canada Post shop. Bring coins, stamps or
collectibles to be evaluated and get best

Apr. 17 – 19, Niagara Falls, Ontario Numismatic Association. 53rd Annual Convention,
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 5685 Falls Ave The 53rd Annual ONA convention will be held at the
Crowne Plaza hotel overlooking the falls. The convention will feature a bourse of 52 tables,
specialty club meetings, Coin Kids auction and banquet. Casino Niagara, indoor waterpark,
Hershey store and Hard Rock Cafe are all attached to the Crown Plaza giving everyone a
lot to do without leaving the hotel complex. See the Falls, travel to Clifton Hill or travel to
USA while at the convention. Registration for convention is online at www.the-ona.ca or
contact Robb McPherson, Convention Chairman for more details. Be sure to ask for the ONA
Convention rate when booking rooms at the Crowne Plaza. For more information contact
Robb McPherson, email robb4640@sympatico.ca, telephone 5195777206. Website:
http://www.the-ona.ca/2015
prices. Youth table with free stamps, coins
and more. Displays of Coins, Stamps,
Collectibles by Guests and Club Members.
Sponsored by The TROYAK Club. See
website for more details. For more
information contact Les Plonka, email
leszekp@rogers.com, telephone (416) 5057999. Website: http://www.troyakclub.com/
Mar. 20 – 22, Montreal, QC Nuphilex,
Complex EVO (formerly Holiday Inn), 420
Sherbooke St. West Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $3 Friday and Saturday, free
Sunday. Early bird admission $25, beginning
Friday 8 a.m. (to be donated to Quebec Autism
Society and Miriam Home). Auction to be
conducted by Lower Canada Auction. For
more information contact Gabriel Sebag,
email nuphilex@nuphilex.com, telephone
514-842-4411. Website: www.nuphilex.com
Mar. 21, Cambridge, 24th Annual
Cambridge Coin Show, The Cambridge
Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd.
presented by the Waterloo Coin Society.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission, and
parking, lunch counter. For more information
contact Robb McPherson, email
robb4640@sympatico.ca , telephone
519-577-7206.
Website: www.waterloocoinsociety.com
Apr. 12, Chatham, Kent Coin Club Spring
Coin Show, Active Lifestyle Center, 20
Merritt Ave. Hours 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free
Admission and parking, free token or foreign
coin to all children entering the show
complements of the Kent Coin Club. 25
dealer tables of coins and paper money for all
interests. Food available on site for purchase,
hourly draws and a raffle. For more
information contact Lou Wagenaer
(President), telephone (519) 352-5477.

Apr. 26, Pickering, Ajax-Pickering Stamp
& Coin Show, Pickering Recreational
Complex, 1867 Valley Farm Road Hours: 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission and parking.
Stamp and coin dealers, club and youth table.
For more information contact Bill Bottan,
email billandbernice@sympatico.ca ,
telephone 905-668-6185.
May 2, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin Show,
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 234, 57
Watson Parkway E. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $3, under 16 free. Free level
parking, fully accessible. Legendary lunch
counter, free draw for gold coin; more than 35
dealer tables.Kid’s table for collectors under
16 years of age. For more information, contact
Mike Hollingshead, telephone 519-823-2646,
email cholling@uoguelph.ca.
May 3, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Annual
Spring Coin Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent
Avenue Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
is $1. Thirty nine dealer tables. Plenty of free
parking. For more information call Margaret
Clarke
at
519-735-0727/email:
mtclarke@mnsi.net For more information
contact Margaret Clarke, email
mtclarke@mnsi.net, telephone 519-735-0727.
Website: http://www.windsorcoinclub.com/
May 9, Toronto, Edithvale Community
Collectibles Hobby Show, Banquet Room,
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave.
W. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free admission,
free parking, all sorts of collectibles and
featuring coins, paper money, stamps, etc.
For more information contact Paul Petch,
telephone
416-303-4417,
email
p.petch@rogers.com.
Website:
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com.
Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

