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Bah, Humbug! No I’m not upset that
Christmas is here again but pissed off that the
last four months have been cold, and I mean no
heat or electricity cold. Remember that ice
storm in mid-December that they are still
cleaning up after, that was over ninety days ago. 

Now, some of you may think you have
read that before, but I’ve added another month
of misery to this winter story since my
February message. However, with the daytime
weather being so cold and the nights so long,
it’s a perfect combination for pursuing your
hobbies.

With the hobby show coming up soon this
spring on May 10th there are still a few tables
remaining that have to be purchased for us to
break even on this event. If you, or with a
friend, ever considered selling some of your
duplicates, this is a perfect event to unload
some of your gems. Please see Ben, our
treasurer, at the next meeting and bring your
$35.00 fee for the table rental so he can reserve
it for you.

The club’s executive met at Edithvale on
March 11th and I have an item of importance.
The club’s auction by-laws have had a motion
to change the auction commission structure.
The proposed change was deemed reasonable
by the executive who then voted unanimously
to present the change to the general meeting
on March 25th for a vote. The auction by-law
of our constitution states that the club receives
a commission of 10% up to a maximum of
$1.00. The motion will be put forward to
change that to $5.00. Thus the 10%
commission now is on the first fifty dollars of
the hammer price.

The balance of the club portion of the
executive meeting was spent trying to plan for
monthly speakers to do a presentation for the
club. This month we are lucky once again to
have a speaker from outside the club. His
name is Bill Bischoff. He is a coin dealer with
many years of experience and he runs
Cookstown Coins & Curious. So please come
to the next meeting and enjoy this
knowledgeable speaker.

For the rest of the meeting the executive
was focused on the activities leading up to the
R.C.N.A. 2014 convention. The tours outside
the convention, the advertising and promotion,
bourse sales, the medal with the ROM and
other topics were all discussed during the
meeting. Please get involved and attend the
next meeting yourself and lend us a hand on
this upcoming club event.

The calendar still shows that it’s winter but
spring is just around the corner and with spring
comes the North York Coin Club’s 600th
general meeting. It was back in 1960 that the
club met for the first time, and the rest they say
is history. We have a celebration planned and
are issuing a wood and a commemorative
fantasy note. See the upcoming bulletins for
further information.

One plea I would like to put to the club’s
general membership is for financial support.
Membership dues of ten dollars a year is a real
deal but does not cover the costs of mailing the
bulletins and providing refreshments every
month. What I would like for everyone to do
is buy draw tickets or provide an inexpensive
item that can be donated to the club for the
draw or auction.

The last item for me to mention is the
upcoming local shows. The 52nd Annual
O.N.A. Convention is happening in Windsor
April 4-6. Over 50 dealers, an educational
program, exhibits and an auction are all
happening, so plan on attending this great
event. The second weekend of April, on the
12th, has the Guelph Coin Show sponsored by
the South Wellington Coin Society happening.
Another great venue so make it a day trip
with the wife and head out for a leisurely
drive and enjoy the sights.

Well that covers everything, so take care
and I will see everyone on the 25th.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 25

IITT’’SS IINN TTHHEE GGIIBBSSOONN RROOOOMM::
We start gathering in the Gibson Room

on the second floor of the 
Edithvale Community Centre, 
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start 

scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
For the March meeting we are pleased

to welcome guest speaker Bill Bischoff,
a coin dealer with years of experience
who operates Cookstown Coins and
Curios. With so much background, we
are looking forward to some interesting
observations and stories.

Your 2014 Club dues are now overdue,
so please either mail in your payment to the
Treasurer at the address on the letterhead or
bring it along to the March meeting.

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material. 
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an

auction at this meeting.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Bill O’Brien
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The 597th meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, February 25, 2014 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. Our 54th

Anniversary Meeting was hammered to order at 7:38 P.M. with our
President Bill O’Brien in the chair; there were 34 members and 1
guest in attendance.

The on-time attendance draw was the first order of business.
Member Dr. Marvin Kay was present when his name was drawn to
receive the prize of $2.00. The draw will reset to $2.00 for the March
26, 2014 meeting.

Moving on to business items, Bill asked members present if they
had noticed any errors or omissions in the minutes of the January
meeting as published in the February newsletter. With no corrections
identified, Phillip Simms made a motion to accept the minutes with
seconding by Bob Velensky. Motion carried.

Ben Boelens, our treasurer, then gave a brief report on the club’s
financial status.

Henry Nienhuis reminded everyone
of the reason Bill O’Brien brought
cake for our refreshment break;
this being the 54th anniversary
of the club’s founding
meeting. He also reminded
everyone of the upcoming
600th meeting milestone
approaching in May.

Bill O’Brien asked if
anyone had news of attended
any recent local shows. Henry
Nienhuis mentioned that he was
at the winter Torex February
22-23 at the Hyatt Regency on
King St. His impression was
that attendance on Saturday
was reasonably heavy while
Sunday was a little light with
many of the dealers leaving early. The highlight of the auction,

conducted by the Canadian Numismatic Company, was the sale of
a mint-state 1921 50-cent piece in PCGS MS66 for a whooping
($235,000. hammer+ 42,300. buyer’s fee) = $277,300. Roger Fox
added that the CTCCC had a well-attended meeting in conjunction
with Torex in the lower concourse level. Roger remembered that the
weather was inviting on the weekend, which he thought helped
attendance.

David Bawcutt mentioned that he attended the Oshawa Coin-a-
rama show on February 15. Nick Cowan said that this was his best
show at that venue as a dealer and wonder if the presence of the
Target store now in the mall had a positive influence on mall traffic.

Paul Petch took a moment to remind everyone that he now has
order forms available for the 18 tables at our Hobby Show on
Saturday, May 10. He also mentioned a notable news story breaking
from California about a find of a lifetime by a couple, who wish to
remain anonymous. The couple found 5-pots of US Gold coins
with a face value of $27,000 buried on their property; yes you heard
right 5-pots of gold! The find, being called the Saddle Ridge Hoard

is being valued at over $10 million.
Nick Cowan brought along an

item that he recently acquired
from the Dora de Pédery-
Hunt estate. It was a medal
designed by Dora in the
style of a flipping coin with
GAMBLER on one side
and INVESTOR on the

other. He also passed around
an interesting 1917 20-yen

gold piece he purchased recently.
Paul Johnson mentioned that he

recently had lunch with John
Regitko. He reported that John
looked much better and was
recovering nicely from the
mild stroke he suffered

recently. Everyone’s thoughts and hopes went out to John wishing
him a speedy recovery.

NEWS OF THE FEBRUARY 2014 MEETING

Nick Cowan brought along this interesting cast medal from the estate of 
Dora de Pédery-Hunt. He said that it reminded him of Kevin O’Leary, the
financial media commentator, and his advice to be an investor but never

gambler. An “H” for Hunt appears to the right of the lower die on the
reverse side. 



Bill then introduced Henry as our speaker this evening. Henry’s
talk was based on the London Numismatic Society presentation
entitled “Pre-Confederation Copper Coinage of Upper Canada”
with some details added to make certain concepts more clear. The
presentation included many detailed images of the non-regal tokens
that circulated in Upper Canada between 1763, when the British
acquired the Province of Quebec from the French after the Seven
Years War, to 1858, when the Province of Canada issued the first
decimal currency. Henry pointed out that two particular tokens are
most relevant for our club. Those being the 1/2- and 2-pence tokens
issued by the merchants Lesslie and Sons in Toronto between 1824
-1830. The reverse design of the tokens, struck by Boulton and Watt
of Birmingham, has remained as our club’s logo for over 50-years!

There were a number of questions by interested club member
fielded by Henry during the presentation and so we went directly
to the anniversary celebration after he was done. From 8:30-8:50
pm Bill called for the celebration/refreshment break consisting of
two styles of anniversary cake, juice and coffee.

The last portion of the meeting was devoted to the customary
lucky draws and auction. Lucky draw winners for the evening
were- Tom Ivovic, Walter Rodriguez, Arie Yark (2), Richard
Duquette (3), Bob Velensky (2), Vince Chiappino (2), Dr. Marvin
Kay, Ben Boelens (2), John Kane, and Henry Nienhuis (2). The club
earned $23.00 through the sale of the draw tickets! The lucky draws
were intermixed throughout the evening’s rather extensive auction,
called by our auctioneer Dick Dunn and volunteer runner Jared
Stapleton. Our auction manager, David Bawcutt, reported that
receipts from the auction added $13.45 to the club coffers.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30
P.M.

The club executive would like to thank members for supporting
the club through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize
donations. Please consider supporting your club through a donation
of numismatic material or other items. (Don’t forget to mention your
donations to the club secretary so that your support can be
recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)

Our next meeting will be held on March 26, 2014, in the second
floor Gibson Room of the Edithvale Community Centre. The next
NYCC Executive and 2014 R.C.N.A. Convention planning meeting
will be held on March 11th and everyone is invited to attend the
meeting.
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Due to a shortage of coinage during the time of the War of 1812,
army bills were issued by the government to pay the troops and to

purchase goods from merchants

Here is the obverse and reverse of the two pence token from the drug
and book firm of Lesslie & Sons. The firm, founded in 1820, decided
to use the name Toronto on the token although it was not officially

changed from York until 1834. Although the token is dated 1822 it was
probably struck in 1824. The obverse design served as the basis for our

coin club’s logo when it was being designed in 1962. (Br. 717)

This is a Brock token issued in 1816. This token had the reverse
inscription "SUCCESS TO COMMERCE & PEACE TO THE

WORLD". It was under weight; almost one half the weight of a full
weighted token and became discredited by 1820.  Patriotism and the

need for copper coins made these tokens acceptable. (Br. 724)

The dry goods firm of Perrins Brothers of Toronto imported these
tokens about 1830. In 1825, the government passed a law forbidding

the importation of tokens in an attempt to rid the province of light
weight copper tokens. The law was poorly worded and some tokens
were imported which were dated prior to 1825.  These tokens were

seized by customs and ordered to be melted but most escaped the melt
down and were in circulation as late as 1837. (Br. 1010)
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Bank of Botswana converts
its entire coinage system to
Mint’s multi-ply plated steel
technology

The Royal Canadian Mint  has produced
a new series of multi-ply plated steel
circulation coins on behalf of the Bank of
Botswana. Yes, a little bit of Canada is now
in circulation in Botswana.

“An industry leader and innovator
focused on delivering the best quality and
value to our customers, the Mint is pleased
to apply its unique expertise to converting all
of Botswana’s circulation coin
denominations to a technology which stands
out for its exceptional combination of
durability, security and value,” said Ian E.
Bennett, President and CEO of the Royal
Canadian Mint. “We are extremely proud
that these new multi-ply plated steel coins,
produced at our Winnipeg facility, will
support Botswana’s daily trade and
commerce with a level of reliability and
confidence which is second to none.”

The Bank of Botswana’s new multi-ply
plated steel coin series consists of the
following denominations: 5 pula, 2 pula, 1
pula, 50 thebe, 25 thebe, 10 thebe, 5 thebe.
These coins were officially declared legal
tender by His Excellency the President
Seretse Khama Ian Khama at a special
ceremony to celebrate the nation’s new coin
series on February 27, 2014. The Mint last
produced coins for Botswana in 1991.

Considered cutting-edge in the minting
industry, the Mint’s multi-ply plated steel
technology consists of alternating layers of

metals such as nickel, copper and brass
plated over a steel core. Today, this proven
technology enjoys success all over the world
and has been adopted by over 30 countries.

The Mint’s newly expanded Winnipeg
plating facility has added new capacity to
plate coins with a multitude of proprietary,
industry leading technologies, including
multi-ply plated steel, single layer double-
annealed nickel and other advanced
technologies which respond to the ever
changing needs of a diverse and dynamic
international market. With this new plating
facility and a permanent research and
development centre devoted to advancing
all aspects of circulation coin manufacturing,
the Mint is confident that it will meet the
goal of growing its foreign business to own
a 15 percent share of the global plated coin
market by 2020.

BOTSWANA LAUNCHES NEW CIRCULATION COINS

PRODUCED BY THE ROYAL CANADIAN MINT

Hornbill, 5 ThebeBotswana Obverse, 
Coat of Arms

Gemsbok, 10 Thebe Brahman bull, 25 Thebe Fish Eagle, 50 Thebe

Some readers may be familiar with the country of Botswana through Scottish
author Alexander McCall Smith’s series of books The No 1 Ladies Detective
Agency. A 7-part joint BBC / HBO series  based on the books was produced

for televison in 2008 / 2009.



Address by His Excellency The President 
I welcome you to this occasion of national importance as we mark

the official launch of the new family of Botswana coins.
Astrong and stable national currency is a source of great pride and

a major symbol of identity. This is certainly the case in Botswana where
the name of the currency, the Pula, is also the national motto and a
rallying point of hope. I believe it would not be an exaggeration to
suggest that a currency that performs its functions well is a barometer
of economic health. For this reason, in speaking at this event, I can’t
help but recall the significance of the historic decision made
approximately 40 years ago to withdraw from the Rand Monetary Area.
This decision culminated in the establishment of an independent
monetary system with its own national currency, the Pula and the
thebe.The domestic and external value of the Pula grew from strength
to strength and, by 1999, the last vestiges of artificial support of the
Pula’s value was removed when exchange controls on all transactions,
current and capital, were abolished.

Some countries introduce new currency to address a specific
challenge of either hyperinflation or rampant counterfeiting. This is not
the case with us today. It is the country’s national policy to examine
and review currency in order to ensure that the denominations remain
convenient to handle and to serve as a symbol of nationhood and
identity.

At inception in 1976, the family of coins comprised five
denominations: that is, 50 thebe, 25 thebe, 10 thebe, 5 thebe and 1 thebe.
Subsequently, as the cost of living increased, it became necessary to
change the composition of the coin denominations. The two lowest
denominations, 1 thebe and 2 thebe, were demonetised in 1991 and
1998, respectively, and, as these coins became redundant, there was a
need to introduce higher denominations. This led to a coinage of the
1, 2 and 5 Pula 1990s.

The size of each of the new coins is slightly larger compared to
those currently in use. It has increased progressively from the lowest
denomination (5 thebe) to the highest denomination (P5). The shapes
of the coins have also been changed somewhat; this is particularly the

case for the higher denominations, P1 and P2; they are
now noticeably circular. Another feature of the new
family of coins is that the metal composition has been
changed to improve quality and durability and to enhance
security. The metal quality is more resistant to
counterfeiting, which (although rare with coins compared
to notes) has the potential to undermine a country’s
financial stability.

As is common practice, the old and new coins will
circulate side-by-side for a period of six months from
today. In other words, effective August 28, 2014, the old
coins will be demonetised, and cease to be accepted in
any transaction as they will no longer be legal tender. 

Let me end by commending all who have been
engaged in the design and logistical details of minting the
coins. I have no doubt that it has been a worthwhile and
rewarding undertaking. It is now my pleasure that I
declare the new family of coins, legal tender in Botswana
with immediate effect, today, February 27, 2014.
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OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE NEW FAMILY OF BOTSWANA COINAGE

AT THE BANK OF BOTSWANA CASH MANAGEMENT CENTRE, GABORNE

Zebra, trees and birds, 1 Pula Square lipped rhino and sorghum heads, 
2 Pula

Phane worm on a Mophane tree branch, 
5 Pula

Travel + Leisure declared Mombo Camp and Little Mombo Camp in Botswana’s
Okavango Delta the best hotel in the world receiveing a score of 96.60 out of 100.
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There have been three major press released from the Royal
Canadian Mint so far this year. There are many, many different
products. This article is compiled from those press releases, but
includes only a selection of everything that has been announced.

Collector Coins of 2014 Herald A Historic Year
As Canadians prepare to observe historic milestones in 2014 the

Royal Canadian Mint is launching a variety of new collector coins
whose themes capture Canada’s coming of age, as well as prized
symbols of our national identity. In addition to dedicating its 2014
Silver Dollar products to the 100th anniversary of the declaration
of the First World War, the Mint is celebrating another nation-
building milestone with the 150th anniversary of the Charlottetown
and Quebec Conferences, and paying tribute to Samuel de
Champlain as it continues its Great Canadian Explorers $200 gold
coin series. 

ROYAL CANADIAN MINT OFF TO A BUSY START IN 2014

The Royal Canadian Mint is joining Canadians in
remembering the service and sacrifice of our veterans of the

First World War and their families by dedicating its
2014 Silver Dollar products to the 100th anniversary
of Canada’s decision to join the Allied declaration
of war against Germany on August 19, 1914.
Officially unveiled at the Canadian War Museum
in Ottawa on January 13, 2014, the Proof Silver
Dollar features an emotional farewell portrait, by

Nova Scotia artist Bonnie Ross, of recruits boarding
a train to Valcartier, Quebec to prepare for war in Europe.

This compelling glimpse of a scene replayed countless times
across Canada from 1914-18 can also be found on the 2014 Brilliant
Uncirculated Silver Dollar (left) and on the 2014 Fine Silver Proof
Set Dollar with gold highlight (right).

In observance of the 100th anniversary of the First World War,
the Mint is issuing a new $10 fine silver coin commemorating
the mobilization of Canadian troops who fought for our freedom
and values in Europe between 1914 and 1918.A new $10 fine
silver coin commemorates “The Mobilisation of
Our Nation” with a stirring design by
artist Maskul Lasserre, evoking a
soldier ’s view of a Canadian
Expeditionary Force comrade
walking ahead on the gangway of
the troop ship that will transport
them to the battlefields of Europe.
Crafted of 99.99% pure silver, this
coin also features a matte proof
finish.

The Mint is commemorating a pivotal step towards
Confederation by honouring the 150th anniversary of Quebec and
Charlottetown Conferences on its annual 14-Karat, $100 Gold
Coin. Spear-headed by legendary political figures such as
Georges-Étienne Cartier and John A. McDonald, these
conferences convinced the Fathers of Confederation that a united,
sovereign Canada was possible, thus
turning the dream of a Canadian
nation into reality on July 1, 1867.
Using a style inspired by 19th
century engravings, Quebec
artist Luc Normandin has
gracefully reproduced the
buildings where the vision of
Canada as we know it today first
took shape.

The Mint’s Great Canadian Explorer $200 Gold Coin series
celebrates the intrepid figures who boldly charted their own course
to discover and open a new land which would someday become
Canada. For 2014, the Mint is commemorating Samuel De
Champlain who, in addition to founding the city of Québec in
1608, reached Lake Huron 400 years
ago after navigating the St-
Lawrence and Ottawa rivers,
stopping at the site of the future
nation’s capital along the way.
The coin features De
Champlain in the company of
an aboriginal guide in a classic
illustration by accomplished
artist and coin designer Glen
Greene.
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Glow-in-the-Dark Dinosaur
A favourite of collectors, the “glow-in-the dark” Prehistoric

Creatures 25-cent coin is back with a tribute to Tiktaalik rosae,
designed by renowned Canadian paleoartist Julius Csotonyi.
Discovered in the Canadian Arctic in 2004 and nicknamed “the
fishapod,” it is considered one of the earliest fossil fish species to
venture out on land. Appearing beautifully coloured in normal
daylight, Tiktaalik reveals its glowing skeletal structure under
darkness thanks to the addition of a proprietary photo-luminescent
paint application.

Lake Ontario
Other impressions of

Canada can be found on the
second coin from the blue-
enameled Great Lakes series.
Just announced is this $20 fine

silver coin featuring Lake
Ontario.

Lucky Loonie Commemorates Canadians 
at the 2014 Olympic Games

Five million 2014 Lucky Loonies were produced and entered
into circulation on January 20th. Canadians are encouraged to look
for the coin in their change or visit www.mint.ca/luckyloonie.

As our athletes prepared to make sporting history at the Sochi
2014 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Mint issued a
99.99% pure silver collector version of the 2014 Lucky Loonie.
Emblazoned with a full-colour of the Canadian Olympic Team,
the reverse of this coin features a common loon poised for flight,
in an inspiring design by Canadian artist Emily
Damstra.Canadians looking for another keepsake of our athletes’
amazing performances in Sochi can acquire a 99.99% pure silver
collector version of the 2014 Lucky Loonie limited to a mintage
of 15,000 coins.

Skating
Our cultural heritage returns to the

spotlight with the celebration of a
Canadian winter rite of passage

on a new $10 face-value,
coloured fine silver coin. This
coin was launched as Skate
Canada marked 100 years of
figure skating championships
in Canada in Ottawa January

9-15, 2014. Designed by
Canadian artist Tony Harris, the

reverse side of the coin features a
timeless scene, in full-colour, of a man

teaching a young child to skate on an outdoor
rink in winter.

Canada Through the Eyes of 
Tim Barnard

Thought-provoking
stories of Canada are
often conveyed
through the eyes of its
artists. This is vividly
demonstrated on an
exciting new $30
fine silver coin (right)
and $250 2 oz. pure
gold coin (below)
designed by famed
Canadian contemporary
artist Tim Barnard. The
complex and often chaotic imagery
which typifies his black and white
drawings and paintings finds a
new home on a design which
incorporates 50 distinct
elements symbolizing
“Canada Through the
Eyes of Tim
Barnard.” The
i m p r e s s i v e
n u m i s m a t i c
artworks are sure to
delight and intrigue
collectors as they
decipher his intensely
iconic and personal view
of our country.
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Naturally Novel Collector Coins
Canada’s vast landscapes and abundant

wildlife continue to inspire new collector coins
from the Royal Canadian Mint. From
colourful Pintail Ducks to Chipmunks and
Meadowlarks, a thriving variety of Canadian
themes has been captured in a variety of
trademark Mint techniques; from meticulous
engraving to advanced paint and enamel
applications.

After launching many popular bird-
themed coins, including a new series of duck-
inspired coins started in 2013, the Mint is
introducing new $10 fine silver and 25-cent
cupronickel coloured coins featuring the
distinctive blue-billed pintail duck. Building
on that theme is a new pure gold 50-cent coin
featuring the Osprey, as well as other wildlife
species on this set of collectibles.

25-cent coloured coin celebrating the
Eastern Meadowlark

25-cent coloured coin featuring the 
Pintail Duck

“The Bison: A Portrait” -
the first issue of a new series of edge-lettered

$20 fine silver coins featuring the largest land
animal in North America

“The Bison: The Bull and his Mate” 
$20 fine silver coin

A 50-cent pure gold coin honouring the
industrious beaver, through a design inspired
by G.E. Kruger Gray’s classic image found on

Canada’s five-cent circulation coins since
1937

$10 fine silver and $5 pure gold coins honouring the grizzly bear, from the O Canada series

“The Eastern Chipmunk” 25-cent, half-gram
pure gold coin

Pure gold 50-cent coin featuring the osprey

A touch of colour adds surprising depth to new $2500 gold and $250 fine silver kilo coins from
a new four-coin series celebrating the mesmerizing eyes of Canadian wildlife. “In the Eyes of
the Snowy Owl” uses bright yellow and translucent sparkling enamel, on the silver and gold
coin respectively, to accentuate the most striking physical feature of this formidable hunter.

The unmistakable face of the snowy owl is the creation of established artist and coin designer
Arnold Nogy.
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WRINKLES ASIDE, PLASTIC BANKNOTES ARE ON THE RISE
bbyy  CCoonnssttaannccee  GGuussttkkee,,  BBBBCC  WWeebb  SSiittee,,  JJaannuuaarryy  88,,  22001144

Despite the rapid rise of cashless payments worldwide, many
people still prefer to have cash in hand and rely on paper money.
But, increasingly, those notes aren’t paper at all, but come in the
form of a high-tech, plastic banknote.

More than two dozen countries, from Romania to Vietnam and
Israel have switched from old-fashioned cotton paper notes to
polymer ones. Recently, The Bank of England announced that the
Sir Winston Churchill £5 note will be made with plastic in 2016.
Fiji and Canada also ditched their crinkly paper notes for plastic in
2013. And Australia, which pioneered plastic-based money, has
successfully used the notes since the late 1980s.

Polymer notes can withstand heat as high as 140 degrees
Celsius.—Richard Wall

These newer, non-paper notes are meant to be more secure and
to last longer than paper-based bills. There are some drawbacks to
the new-fangled money, too (have you ever tried to fold plastic in
a wallet?). Here’s what you need to know.
Secure, Tough and Clean?

The polymer-based notes are made from a thin, clear plastic film
that can be printed on like paper. By turning to plastic, central banks
worldwide will be able to slow the movement of faked currency by
adopting high-tech security devices, such as holograms and see-
through windows that contain hard-to-forge images. These tools
make counterfeiting, which plagues countries like China and Peru
(which do not use polymer-based banknotes), harder than it
currently is with cotton paper notes.

“The technology for counterfeiting is rapidly advancing,” said
George Cuhaj, editor of the Standard Catalog of World Paper
Money. “To be secure, money has to stay on top of new
technologies.”

Besides being more secure, the new banknotes are also tough—
and potentially cleaner than paper money, which is alive with
bacteria. Paper-based money, for instance, can transfer live flu
viruses for up to 17
days. The new notes
can last longer too: at
least 2.5 times as long
as paper currency—a
typical five-dollar bill
has an estimated life of
4.9 years, while a 20-
dollar bill lasts an
estimated 7.7 years,
according to the US
Federal Reserve.
Another benefit of the
plastic -based currency
is that it can also be
recycled and survive
searing heat and
freezing temperatures.

“Polymer notes can withstand heat as high as 140 degrees
Celsius,” said Richard Wall, the director of currency at the Bank of
Canada. “And you can even clean them by wiping them down with
water.”
Sun Spots and Wallet Woes

These new notes aren’t without problems.
Nigeria, which is still a largely cash-based society, is going back

to old-fashioned cotton paper cash this year. The country began
testing low-denomination polymer notes in 2007. But the ink on the
notes faded under the blazing sun experienced year-round in the
African country—and Nigerian bus conductors and other merchants
began rejecting the blurry notes.

Polymer currencies also suffer from another problem: they
don’t always stay folded.

“They have memory and can spring back from being flat,” said
Cuhaj. That was a problem in parts of Thailand, he added, where
it’s traditional to fold banknotes. Other people complain that the new
notes are slippery and stick together.

For now, some big countries like the United States are sticking
with their paper money. There are no plans for the US to convert
paper dollars into plastic ones, said Cuhaj. One reason: the
exorbitant cost to replace the high number of vending machines
nationwide so that they would take the new polymer notes, he said.

What’s more, US dollars are also already coveted in their current
form and hoarded globally because they’re seen as the safest, most
stable currency. Despite the rapid rise in digital payment options,
in year-end 2013, the amount of US currency in circulation soared
to a record $1.23 trillion, up from $1.16 trillion the year before,
according to the Federal Reserve.

Although Cuhaj believes plastic currency is here to stay, he
conceded that people will continue to stash money under their
mattresses at home or keep paper bills in their safety deposit boxes.

“Cash is a comfort
zone for people,” he
said.

About the author:
Constance is a New
York-based
journalist who has
written for the
Atlantic, CNBC.com,
Reuters, and other
major publications.

Banks from around the world are transitioning to plastic notes (Thinkstock image)
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MARCH 21 - 23, Montreal, Nuphilex,
Holiday Inn Midtown, 420 Sherbrooke West.
Hours: Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $3
Fri. and Sat., free on Sun. More than 74
dealers tables of coins, stamps, paper money,
tokens, military medals, jewelry and watches.
Coin auction conducted by Lower Canada
Auction in the Gouverner Room. For more
information contact Gabriel, telephone 514-
842-4411, email nuphilex@bellnet.ca.
Website: http://www.nuphilex.com.

APRIL 12, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin
Show, Colonel John McCrae Legion, 57
Watson Parkway South. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission $3, under 16 free, legendary
lunch counter, free draw for gold coin; coins,
banknotes, tokens, Canadian Tire money,
medals, books and supplies at more than 36
dealer tables; buy, sell, trade or evaluate.
Some of Canada’s top numismatic dealers.
Free level parking, fully accessible. For more
information contact Mike Hollingshead,
telephone 519-823-2646, email
cholling@uoguelph.ca.

APRIL 13, Chatham, Kent Coin Club
Annual Spring Coin Show, Active Lifestyle
Centre, 20 Merritt Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free admission and parking, free token
or foreign coin to all children entering the
show, compliments of the Kent Coin Club.
Twenty-five dealer tables (coins and paper
money for all interests).For more information
contact Lou Wagenaer, president, telephone
519-352-5477, 27 Peters St., Chatham ON
N7M 5B2. 
APRIL 27, Pickering, APEX 2014,
Pickering Recreation Complex, 1867 Valley
Farm Rd. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Twenty-six
stamp and coin dealer tables (some still
available). Free parking, canteen.
Sponsor/Affiliate: Ajax-Pickering Stamp
Club. For more information send an email to
dougmoon@yorku.ca. Website: http://www.-
ajax-pickering-stamp-club.com.
MAY 4, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club 64th
Annual Spring Coin Show, Caboto Club, 2175
Parent Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free
parking, 39 tables, admission $1, juniors
under 12 free. For more information contact
Brett Irick, telephone 313-207-3562, email
xr7gt@prodigy.net. Website:
http://windsorcoinclub.com.
MAY 4, Timmins, Timmins Coin & Stamp
Show, Lions Den McIntyre Arena
Schumacher. Hours: 12 to 4 p.m. Free
admission and parking, displays of coins,
banknotes, tokens, stamps, first-day covers
and mining items. Youth table, silent auctions
and dealers. For more information contact
Kevin, email nifinder@hotmail.com. 

MAY 25, Woodstock, Woodstock Nostalgia
Show And Sale, Auditorium &
Mutual/Market Building, Woodstock
Fairgrounds, 875 Nellis St. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Admission $5 per person, children
under 12 admitted free when with adult.
Featuring coins, paper money, tokens,
Canadian Tire money, military memorabilia,
small antiques, postcards, Coca-Cola
collectibles, and popular culture vintage
items. For more information contact Ian
Ward, telephone 519-426-8875 (Mon. to
Fri., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.) or email
toyshow@kwic.com . Website:
http://www.nostalgiashow.blogspot.com.
MAY 30 – 31, Toronto, ON
Toronto Coin Expo - Canada’s Premier Coin
& Banknote Show, Toronto Reference
Library, 789 Yonge St., 2nd Floor. Hours: Fri.
and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission $6, under
16 free. This is a great venue in Canada to buy
– sell – trade. Appraisals with internationally
renowned dealers in coins, banknotes, tokens,
medals, militaria, gold, silver and jewelry.
Partnering with Geoffrey Bell Auctions;
auction May 29-30. For more information
contact Jared Stapleton, email
torontocoinexpo@gmail.com, telephone 1-
647-403-7334. Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca.
JUNE 28 - 29, Toronto, Torex - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto
On King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Canada’s
Finest Dealers in Canadian, ancient, and
foreign coins, paper money, hobby supplies
and reference books; admission $7, under 16
free; official auctioneer: Lower Canada
Auction. For more information telephone 416-
705-5348. Website: http://www.torex.net.

COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING 2014

Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

Royal Canadian Numismatic Association 2014 Convention, AUG. 13 - 16, Greater
Toronto Area, Delta Meadowvale Hotel, 6750 Mississauga Road, Mississauga ON,
Admission hours: Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $6, juniors under 18 free.
Over 60 dealer tables from across North America, competitive and non-competitive displays,
annual meetings of national collector groups. Official auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic
Company. Book your hotel early and win an iPad and make it a family event at this resort
location! Sponsored by the R.C.N.A. and hosted by the North York Coin Club. Bourse
Chairman Len Kuenzig len.kuenzig@sympatico.ca or phone 905-601-4893. For more
information contact co-chairmen Paul Petch & Henry Nienhuis, telephone 416-303-4417,
email 2014convention@rcna.ca. Complete information on the website at
http://www.rcna.ca/2014

Ontario Numismatic Association 52nd
Annual Convention, APRIL 4 - 6,
Windsor, Saint Clair Centre for the Arts,
Canadian Club Room, 201 Riverside Dr.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $2 for
adults, juniors under 18 and students with
ID free. Educational program, numismatic
meetings, exhibits, and 54 tables.  See
website for exhibit application and
registration in January. For more
information contact Brett Irick, telephone
313-207-3562, email xr7gt@prodigy.net.
Website: http://the-ona.ca/upcoming.php
and http://windsorcoinclub.com

MAY 10, Toronto, Edithvale Hobby
Show, Banquet Room, Edithvale
Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free admission,
free parking, all sorts of collectibles and
featuring coins, paper money, stamps, etc.
For more information contact Paul Petch,
telephone 416-303-4417, email
p.petch@rogers.com. Website:
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com.


