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THE BULLETIN FOR FEBRUARY 2014
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Bah, Humbug. No, I’m not upset that
Christmas is here again, but pissed off that the
last three months have been cold; and I mean
no heat or electricity cold. Remember that ice
storm, that they are still cleaning up after? That
was over sixty days ago! Now, I know that the
calendar tells us that it is February, but come
on—it hasn’t been above zero in ages. The
winter that never ends is a movie that I am
working on but the mostly dark and cold
weather is a perfect combination for staying in,
and pursuing one’s hobbies, say numismatics.
If you find yourself with some spare time
to pursue your hobby why not start with
arranging your collection and making a
reservation for the 3rd annual NYCC Hobby
Show. It will be held in the banquet room at
Edithvale on May 10th. The tables are on sale
already, so if you wish to participate in this
annual event see the club treasurer and reserve
your table. Prices are up slightly from last year
but still very competitive when comparing the
cost to participate in other local club shows.
This will be my last call for everyone to
please pay your 2014 membership fee of
$10.00. This fee is good for the entire year and
allows you to attend twelve lively and
educational meetings, which include
refreshments. . That said, all of you who have
not as yet paid your dues for 2014 see Ben, our
treasure, at your earliest convenience.
At our upcoming meeting on February
25 th we have a member speaker, Henry
Nienhuis, who will be speaking to us on Preconfederation Copper Coins of Upper
Canada. Henry’s presentation will be
supplemented by an O.N.A. PowerPoint slide

show, so come out and enjoy. February 25th is
also the Club’s 54th anniversary meeting. If
you needed another reason to come out, there
it is. That said, Tuesday would be a the perfect
night to get caught up on all the club and
R.C.N.A. convention news, book a table for
the Hobby show, hear an interesting speaker
and pay your dues all at the same time. Now
that would be an enjoyable night out, as well
as educational so plan on attending.
The monthly meeting of the NYCC
executive was held February 11th at Edithvale
and will be held again in March on the 11th,
making it especially easy to remember. Most
of the recent meeting was focused on the
activities that have to be completed to make
the R.C.N.A. 2014 a convention to remember.
By attending these meetings you can provide
your ideas and input into this planning and
execution of this event. As well as providing
this valuable input, your help will also be very
important during the actual convention in
August so stay tuned for some volunteer info
in future bulletins.
If the weather actually warms up a bit in
the next month or so or you don’t mind taking
twenty minutes to get ready to go outside then
ten minutes to warm up your car to go
shopping try steering you warm automobile to
one of the local shows in the next month.
There is a show within an easy drive from the
GTA every weekend. If you are free the
following shows are worthwhile attending.
The Polish-Canadian show is in Mississauga
on the March 8 & 9, followed by a show in
Cambridge on the 15th sponsored by the
Waterloo Coin Society. For those who may

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
IT’S IN THE BANQUETROOM:
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
February is our Anniversary Meeting;
this year we are 54 years old! We have
Henry Nienhuis as our guest speaker this
month. Drawing on the ONA PowerPoint
library Henry is presenting the topic PreConfederation copper coinage of Upper
Canada.
Your 2014 Club dues are now overdue,
so please either mail in your payment to the
Treasurer at the address on the letterhead or
bring it along to the February meeting.
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
want to make it a weekend away with the
wife and attend a great show then Nuphilex in
Montreal on March 21 – 23rd is the place to be.
If Montreal is not your idea of a weekend
vacation spot then consider making your
reservation for the O.N.A. show in early April
in Windsor Ontario. The multi-day show is
well worth the drive, so consider making it a
weekend to remember. Book now and avoid
any disappointments later.
Well that is a wrap for me; happy
collecting and stay warm.
Numismatically yours,
Bill O’Brien
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NEWS OF THE JANUARY 2014 MEETING
th

The 596 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, January 28, 2014 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. The annual
General Meeting was hammered to order at 7:40 P.M. with our President
Bill O’Brien in the chair; there were 23 members and 1 guest in
attendance.
Our on-time attendance draw was the first order of business.
Member Phillip Simms was present when his name was drawn to
receive the prize of $2.00. The draw will reset to $2.00 for the February
25, 2014 meeting.
Paul Petch introduced our guest speaker for the evening, Ron
Cheek. His topic entitled “A Personal Journey Back to the Great
Exhibition of 1851” consisted of a PowerPoint presentation which Ron
had assembled from both contemporary images as well as modern
images taken during his recent travel to the site of the Exhibition in
London. The exhibition of 1851, the first World’s Fair with exhibits
from 28 countries, was hosted by Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s
consort. Henry Cole and Prince Albert organized the exhibition along
with the Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851, which was
established to manage the event. Ron told us that the Royal
Commission continues today and was one of the organizations he
visited during his trip.
In order to satisfy the exhibition opponents of the day, it was
housed in a temporary structure made of glass and cast iron on a 19acre site at the south end of Hyde Park. The building, the brainchild
of architect Joseph Paxton and engineer Charles Fox, took the form
of a massive Crystal Palace, with over 1,000,000 square feet of floor
space and totally engulfed three massive oak trees! The structure, an
engineering marvel on its own right, was completed in a remarkable
17-weeks from 4,500 tons of cast iron components and 300,000 panes
of glass sourced primarily in Birmingham and Smethwick. The
building measured 1851 feet at its longest and 406 wide; with the
mechanical extension growing to 456 feet wide and cost £85,800 to
complete.
The exhibition was a great success by any standard, lasting 24weeks and saw millions of visitors. Financially the exhibition met the
requirement of being self-funded and in fact turned a profit which was
later administered by the Royal Commission. The building was later
moved and re-erected in an enlarged form at Sydenham in south
London, an area that was renamed Crystal Palace. It was destroyed by
fire on 30 November 1936.

Everyone present enjoyed Ron’s talk immensely; the time flew by!
Ron invited everyone to view the display of medals from the exhibition
he has collected during the break. As a token of our thanks, Bill
O’Brien presented Ron with a certificate of appreciation.
From 8:50 - 9:10 pm Bill called for the refreshment break consisting
of cookies, juice and coffee.
Moving on to business items, Bill asked members present if they
had noticed any errors or omissions in the minutes of the November
meeting as published in the January newsletter. With no corrections
identified, Norman G. Gordon made a motion to accept the minutes
with seconding by Phillip Simms. Motion carried.
Ben Boelens gave his year-end report on the club’s financials to
the annual General Meeting. Summarizing, the club has a total of
$4000.53 in assets including a generous donation from the estate of
Mrs. May Bunnett of $388.00.
Paul Petch was asked to report on the Hobby Show. He mentioned
that he now has order forms printed for the 18 tables available and
invited those interested to start signing up. Paul also took the
opportunity to update the membership on news of the 2014 R.C.N.A.
convention. He mentioned that our publicity plans have started to
unfold with ads being run in the current CN Journal, the ANA
Numismatist and soon in the Canadian Coin News. He also mentioned
that we have the opportunity to acquire a number of 1999 and 2000
25-cent sets from Bob Porter’s estate that we can use in the convention
registration kits. Paul closed with the status of the convention medal
with the committee having received tentative approval from Tim
Henderson, the R.C.N.A. medal chairman. In order to help the
convention committee move forward Paul asked for a show of hands
from the membership with respect to their opinions where the medal
should be struck. It was unanimously agreed that everyone would like
to see that Royal Canadian Numismatic Association’s convention
medal struck in Canada. Even if that means that there would be an extra
cost, in the order of 10-percent, associated with doing so.
Henry Nienhuis took a moment to remind people of two milestones
quickly approaching. Our February meeting will be our 54 th
Anniversary meeting. Bill promised to arrange for cake to celebrate.
Also, the April meeting will be the 600th meeting of the club, an event
we will need to consider at the next executive meeting.
The last portion of the meeting was devoted to the customary
lucky draws and auction. Lucky draw winners for the evening were-

The NYCC membership enjoyed a fine talk by Ron Cheek

The auction (l-r) David Bawcutt, Jared Stapleton, Dick Dunn
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Henry Nienhuis, Franco Farronato (2), Arnie Goldstein, Jared Stapleton, Bill
O’Brien, Paul Johnson, Richard Duquette (2), Tony Hine, and Ben Boelens.
The club earned $23.00 through the sale of the draw tickets! The lucky draws
were intermixed throughout the evening’s auction, called by our auctioneer
Dick Dunn and volunteer runner Jared Stapleton. Our auction manager, David
Bawcutt, reported that receipts from the auction added $213.95 to the club
coffers, including $204.00 received through the sale of items donated by Bob
Porter’s son from his father’s estate.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting the club
through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations. We would like
to thank Ben Boelens and Arie Yark for their kind donations. Please consider
supporting your club through a donation of numismatic material or other
items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations to the club secretary so that your
support can be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
Please remember our next meeting will be held on February 25, 2014, in
the first floor Banquet Room of the Edithvale Community Centre. The next
2014 R.C.N.A. Convention planning meeting will be held on February 11th and
everyone is invited to attend the meeting.

One of the high-quality souvenir medals in white metal that were
produced by Allen & Moore of Birmingham. There were several
varieties of this design, in different sizes and with different obverses.
BHM 2419

The diesinker William JosephTaylor exhibited his own screw press at
the exhibition and used it to srike this medal. Eimer 1463, BHM 2459

Exhibition Exhibors’ Medal, Eimer 1462, BHM 2463

Ron Cheek (right) receives a Certificate of Appreciation from
President Bill O’Brien
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SOCHI 2014 PRODUCES A RECORD NUMBER OF MEDALS FOR THE GAMES
COMPILED BY PAUL R. PETCH FROM INTERNET FILES
The medals for the XXII Olympic
Winter Games and Paralympic Winter
Games of 2014 were produced by the
Russian jewellery company
ADAMAS. ADAMAS was named the
Official supplier to the Olympic
Winter Games of 2014 in the category
“Jewellery, Precious metals, Gems and
Medals” in March 2013.
The President of the Sochi 2014
Organizing Committee, Dmitry
Chernyshenko, and the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of ADAMAS,
Andrei Sidorenko, signed the deal.
Under the agreement, the company’s
jewellers were to manufacture and
supply around 1300 official Olympic and
Paralympic gold, silver and bronze medals.
This will be the record number of medals
produced for a Winter Olympic Games, due
to the highest ever number of sport events
included in the Sochi 2014 Games program.
At the time, the Chairman of the Board
of Directors of ADAMAS, Andrei

ADAMAS facility where the
Olympic medals were manufactured

Sidorenko, commented: “We are extremely
proud of the fact that the medals which will
pass through the hands of our company’s
master jewellers are going to be the symbol
of victory at the Olympic and Paralympic
Games in Sochi in 2014. Russia’s gold has
long enjoyed worldwide renown, as has the
history of Russian sport.”

The jewellery firm ADAMAS was
founded in 1993.
ADAMAS is the biggest
manufacturer of jewellery items in
Russia (top in terms of the volume of
production of jewellery items made of
precious metals, according to data from
the Assay Chamber for 2011). The
jewellery plant was founded in 1993
and is the undisputed leader in gold
chain production. Every third gold
chain sold in Russia is produced by
ADAMAS. The company has been
operating its own retail network since
1994. The firm counts all of the biggest
retail networks and stores among its
partners. It is one of the biggest jewellery
chains in Russia, with 200 stores at present.
There are over 30,000 items of jewellery in
the ADAMAS range, including over 3000
lines of own-brand gold chains. Among the
company’s partners are over 3000 wholesale
and retail businesses in Russia.

All pictures by Sergei Karpukhin/REUTERS

An employee carefully works on a medal

A silver medal waiting to be processed is
shown next to inscription tools

A bronze Olympic medal is polished with a
toothbrush

Gold, silver and bronze Olympic medals
ready for Sochi

An employee sorts the edges of the Winter
Olympic medal design at the ADAMAS
jewellery factory. Each medal takes up to 18
hours to create and the latest design and
technology processes are used in the
manufacturing process.
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Winning a gold medal is one of the highest achievements in
sports, the beautiful round medallion rewards years of hard work and
confirms an athlete’s status as the very best. Russia is going to
sweeten the deal a bit in the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics (no,
they’re not wrapping chocolate inside), with extra medals that have
pieces of the meteorite that crashed in Russia earlier this year will
be given to the gold medal winners. A medal containing a piece of
something that came from SPACE. How cool is that?

The lucky space gold (or space rock chain) was presented to winning athletes at events
on February 15, 2014 (the one year anniversary of the meteor that hit Chelyabinsk). The
events that qualify will be the men’s 1500 meter speed skating, the women’s 1000m and
men’s 1500 short track, the women’s cross-country skiing relay, the men’s K-125 ski jump,
the women’s super giant slalom and men’s skeleton events.
A small piece of meteorite that landed in western Siberia on February 15 2013
Aleksey Kunilov/ZUMA Press/Corbis.

A Winter Olympic gold medal for Women’s Alpine Skiing for the Sochi
2014 Paralympic games in March

On Wednesday February 5 at the Sochi Media Center,
attending reporters and photographers were treated to the VIP
arrival of the 2014 Winter Olympic and Paralympic medals—1,254
of them, with a combined weight of one ton, to be exact. The
ceremonial special delivery included a press conference including
(from left to right) Andrey Sidorenko, chairman of ADAMAS,
Russia’s largest producer of jewellery, Olympic speed skating
champion Svetlana Zhurova and Russian Olympic figure skating
champion Aleksei Yagudin.
The Sochi medals are the first to feature a “high-tenacity
transparent polycarbonate insertion” featuring the Sochi 2014
“patchwork quilt” look of the Games engraved by laser.

A medal for presentation . . . The medals have been carefully crafted to
depict the landscape of Sochi from the sun’s rays reflecting to the
snowy mountain tops and the sandy beaches of the Black Sea coast.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH WAYNE G. SAYLES
From the coinsupplyplanet.com blog web site

Wayne G. Sales is a Life Fellow of the
American Numismatic Society; Fellow of the
Royal Numismatic Society (London); Life
Member of the Hellenic Numismatic Society
(Athens); Life Member of the American Israel
Numismatic Society; member of the American
Numismatic Association and the Numismatic
Literary Guild, and an honorary member of
several coin clubs in various states. He is the
founder and current Executive Director of the
Ancient Coin Collectors Guild and was
honoured by that organization’s Board of
Directors in 2006 with a special award for
“Exceptional Contributions to Ancient
Numismatics.”
Wayne has lectured extensively at
conventions, symposia, seminars and club
meetings in the U.S. and abroad, written more
than 200 articles about ancient coinage, and
has been honoured with a variety of
Numismatic Literary Guild awards. He has
served at editor of the Celetor, a monthly
periodical devoted to the collecting of ancient
coins, and the author of the six volume set
Ancient Coin Collecting as well as Classical
Deception, which is about ancient coin
forgeries and counterfeits.
He has on six occasions presented oral
testimony before the U.S. State Department’s
Cultural Property Advisory Committee in
Washington, DC. He is a recipient of the
prestigious “Numismatic Ambassador” award
from Krause Publications, and was selected by

Krause Publications in 2007 as one of the 55
“Most Intriguing People in Numismatics.” He
received the ANA Presidential Award in 2010
and was selected as a recipient of the ANA’s
Glenn Smedley Memorial Award in 2012.
Q: Please tell us a little bit about how you
developed interest in collecting coins. Was
there someone or something that initially
piqued your curiosity and influenced your
interest?
My interest in coins actually goes back to my
very early childhood. When I was about three
years old, I was watching my mother do
laundry in an old wringer-type washing
machine. The agitator had a bushing between
the spindle and the agitator blade assembly.
That bushing would wear out frequently and
need to be replaced. It happened that a copper
penny was just the right size and so my mother
would periodically change pennies under the
agitator. When she removed the old penny that
day, my mother handed it to me. On the side
that was not worn from friction I could clearly
see the head of an Indian Chief. For a threeyear-old, that was an exciting discovery. My
interest in coins over nearly 70 years has
always been nurtured by the thrill of discovery.
Q: You’ve had a successful 20+ year career
in the military. Shortly after you retired as
an Air Force Captain, you decided to
pursue an Art History degree at the
University of Wisconsin. What made you go
into academia to study numismatics?
Like millions of veterans since WWII, I found
the G.I. Bill too tempting to ignore. There
really aren’t a lot of places to study
numismatics, so I was very fortunate to find an
Art History professor at the UW who
happened to love ancient coins. My MA
program was tailored specifically to my
numismatic interests and was a unique blend
of art, numismatics and connoisseurship. That
was an extraordinary piece of good luck for
me.
Q: Would you recommend pursuing an
academic degree for any of our collector
readers that are passionate about coin
history?
Archaeology departments are finally starting
to awaken to the importance of numismatics,
and art history has offered some opportunities
for numismatists. However, most numismatists
within academia are really collectors who

bring their own education and experience with
them from their avocation. It’s very hard to
make a living in numismatics within the
academic world. For those who have
independent incomes, academia is certainly
one place to expand horizons and challenge
one’s thought processes. However, for most
collectors, academia does not have a degree
program that will satisfy their passion.
Q: After completing your degree, you
published numerous literature volumes on
ancient coins and even founded a journal.
Please tell us a little bit about your creative
process. How do you select a research topic
and choose to pursue one avenue vs.
another?
I have never consciously selected a research
topic—they have always selected me. You used
the word “passion” earlier. That is the driving
force for most writing projects and it does not
come through meditation or with
premeditation. A writer, more often than not,
is guided by the story. If one finds a particular
event or phenomenon interesting, and follows
that yellow brick road, the book, article or
program will essentially write itself. The
production of a journal is much different of
course than the writing of an article within that
journal. In many ways, the production of books
and periodicals is an art that deals with the
subliminal where writing deals with more
palpable emotions. I’ve been very fortunate to
experience both ends of that continuum.
Q: Your most recent contribution to the
community was founding of ACCG
(Ancient Coin Collectors Guild). Please tell
us a little bit more about the organization
and its goals.
The ACCG is an advocacy group founded
primarily to publicize and oppose the actions
of cultural property nationalists who threaten
the future of private collecting of ancient coins.
This is accomplished through the media,
through lobbying, through litigation and
through grass roots activities. An elected
board of seven members from the numismatic
community governs the guild. It is an active
member club of the American Numismatic
Association and a voting member of the
International Numismatic Council.
Continued next page
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Q: Are you seeing real progress in achieving
what you’ve set out to accomplish through
ACCG? What are some of the unexpected
challenges that you’ve come across that you
would’ve thought of back when the
organization was being formed?
Progress is hard to measure in this arena.
When the guild was formed in 2004, only a few
people in Washington were aware that there
was an issue involving coin collectors. Today,
there are few people who do not know there is
an issue. We have enjoyed the bipartisan
support of legislators, the museum community,
members of the national media, even of many
archaeologists. We have succeeded in blocking
adverse legislation and the rash of State
Department import restrictions on ancient
coins has abated. The most important measure
of progress in this area is the simple fact that
the hobby is still vibrant and growing.
Q: Tell us a little bit about your personal
collection. What are your “crown jewels”?
I personally collect coins with an element of
mystery—mostly coins from cities lost in time.
These are rarely “crown jewels,” but many

coins from my personal collection have been
published in academic journals and reference
works. That in itself is a great reward. My
interests have changed many times over the
years.
Q: As a lifelong numismatist, do you have
a recommendation for collectors that are
just getting started? How do you build a
successful collection you can be proud of?
I have often written on this very question, and
my answer has remained unchanged over the
years. Every meaningful collection requires
focus. Choose an area of interest where
success is measurable and attainable. Many
beginning collectors of ancient coins attempt,
for example, to collect a coin of each emperor.
That may be easy to imagine, but almost
impossible for most people to achieve.
Conversely, focus on a single emperor can
have its problems too. As an art historian, I
find the subject matter of coins intriguing and
have built several collections in that vein. The
Spengler/Sayles collections of Turkoman
figural bronze coins are a good example.
Those coins appealed to me because of their

iconography. They appealed to Bill Spengler
because of their historical connections. By
melding our interests, we were able to produce
the standard reference to coins of this era as
well as an innovative analysis of their meaning
and purpose.
Q: Do you have a favorite coin show / event
that you attend?
I generally attend three shows each year: The
New York International, the Chicago
International Coin Fair, and the ANA summer
convention.
Q: What’s on your mind as the next venture
in numismatics?
I’m working on several projects that update
older or out-of-print editions as well as a
couple new studies. I’m also working on the
development of an Ancient Numismatic
Research Institute where focused seminars
can be held. And, of course, I’m constantly
working on the http://WGS.cc web site.
Thank you again for sharing this with our
readers. Your efforts within our community are
deeply appreciated.

“ROLO WRAPPER” TURNS OUT TO BE ROMAN COIN WORTH £30,000
by Hannah White, Salisbury Journal
A rare Roman gold coin worth up to
£30,000 was initially mistaken for a sweet
wrapper by a metal detecting enthusiast in
south Wiltshire.
The 1,700-year-old gold one-and-a-half
solidus is one of four known examples from
the reign of Emperor Licinius I.
The finder, who has asked remain
anonymous, unearthed the artefact after an
otherwise fruitless day out with his metal
detector.
He arrived late at a
meeting place to find the
group he was planning to
join had already left, and
he didn’t have a signal on
his mobile phone.
“Heading home, I
remembered another site
which had not produced
many finds for me but
rather than waste the day I
decided to head there,” he
said.

It began to rain, which made it hard to
read the screen on the detector, and turned the
field into mud, making it difficult to walk.
“I had not had a single signal for about 15
minutes when I got a slight response—one that
any detectorist will tell you is not worth
digging,” he said.
“However, having had so very few signals
for a while, I decided to dig it up. Six inches
down I dug out a clod of earth and sticking out
of the side was the unmistakeable glint of gold.

“Having dug up lots of sweet wrappers up
over the years, I thought it was the foil from a
packet of Rolos but on pulling it out of the mud
I saw it was a coin.”
Dix Noonan Webb, the international coins
and medals specialists, had been expecting
the coin to sell for up to £30,000 when it went
under the hammer in London on December 5.
Christopher Webb, head of the coins
department at Dix Noonan Webb, said: “This
is an incredibly exciting discovery which was
made in the most
u n p r o m i s i n g
circumstances. The three
other known examples of
this type are all in some of
Britain’s most famous
museum collections.”
Without any available
explanation, the coin was
withdrawn prior to the
auction.

‘Rolo wrapper’ turns out to be Roman coin worth £30,000
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B.C. COIN DISCOVERY RENEWS INTEREST IN
DRAKE’S “SECRET VOYAGE” OF 1579
THIS COULD RE-WRITE HISTORY
by Randy Boswell, Postmedia News,
from the canada.com web site
The discovery of a 16th-century coin buried in clay on a Vancouver
Island shoreline is rekindling interest in a controversial theory that
English explorer Sir Francis Drake made a secret voyage to Canada’s
Pacific Coast in 1579—two centuries before Spanish sailors and the
legendary British navigator Capt. James Cook made their famous
“first” European visits to the future British Columbia in the 1770s.
Former B.C. cabinet minister Samuel Bawlf, the leading proponent
of the Drake theory and author of a 2003 book on the subject, says the
discovery of the coin by a Victoria metal-detector hobbyist adds to the
substantial documentary evidence that Drake—well known to have
reached California during his 1579 expedition—actually sailed to
Vancouver Island and well beyond, but was ordered by Queen
Elizabeth I to hide the true extent of his northward travels to protect
England’s strategic interests in the New World.
And one of the province’s top archaeologists, Royal B.C. Museum
curator Grant Keddie, told Postmedia News that he’s made plans to
examine the 460-year-old shilling, noting that “this now makes three
coins from the 1500s” that have been found along the B.C. coast.
“I am encouraging (relic hunters) to take another look at things they
may have found here that are not identified—such as ceramics or
glassware—that might date to the same time period as the coin,”
added Keddie, who has described Bawlf’s theory as compelling and
worth continued investigation by scholars.
The newly discovered coin bears marks indicating it was produced
between 1551 and 1553 during the reign of King Edward VI, the son
of Henry VIII and half-brother of Elizabeth I. It was found in December
by retired security specialist Bruce Campbell, who told Postmedia
News he initially had no idea the centuries-old bit of silver could help
rewrite the early history of Canada.
“I made an off-hand comment that everybody I hunt with finds all
the goodies and I don’t,” said Campbell, 59, recalling the Dec. 13
outing with friends. “So I said I’m going where no one else is and
walked down and into the high-tide line.”
Over the next hour, in the fading light of what would become
Campbell’s luckiest-ever Friday the 13th, he repeatedly hit pay dirt:
first a rare 1891 nickel, then an interesting dime from the 1960s, then
a large penny from 1900.
Finally, as dusk was setting in, his detector turned up an old,
encrusted piece of metal from under eight centimetres of blue clay.
“It was all black and crusty and full of gunk from being in the
water,” said Campbell, who described how some careful cleaning
with soap and water and a soaking in lemon juice revealed clear
details of an English shilling with Edward VI’s portrait.
“It turned out to be very nice underneath,” he said, noting that he
initially had “no idea” that unearthing a 16th-century coin in B.C.
could have implications for the history of the province, the country and
whole grand saga of New World discovery.

A modern depiction of Drake’s ship the Golden Hind (by artist Simon
Kozhin, 2007) heading up the Pacific Coast of North America in 1579

Metal detector Bruce Campbell above and the
Edward VI shilling he discovered on the B.C. shore below

Continued next page
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B.C. COIN DISCOVERY RENEWS INTEREST IN
DRAKE’S “SECRET VOYAGE” OF 1579 ... CONTINUED
“I just thought it was a cool coin to find,” said Campbell. But fellow
members of an online forum for metal detector enthusiasts soon
informed him of the potential link to Bawlf’s tantalizing theory about
Drake.
“I ended up with the find of a lifetime,” said Campbell. “It definitely
does deserve further research.”
Bawlf bases his theory on encrypted maps and other British archival
documents from the late 1500s that suggest Drake was directed to
safeguard his first-hand knowledge of the Pacific Northwest from
England’s Spanish enemies.
Other finds hinting at a possible 16th-century English presence
along the B.C. coast include a 1571 sixpence dug up in 1930 in the
backyard of a Victoria home and another Tudor-era coin unearthed on
Quadra Island.
“The documentary evidence is compelling in and of itself,” said
Bawlf, who helped construct B.C.’s heritage-protection regime when
he was a provincial cabinet minister in the 1970s.
His theory about Drake, he insisted, doesn’t hinge on discovering
coins or other objects left behind by the explorer during an officially
unrecorded voyage to the future Canada.
“But now we’re getting corroborating evidence. And two of the
three coins were found long before I put pen to paper, so this is just
further impetus for the documentary proof,” said Bawlf.
“We do know from numerous recorded circumstances, as Drake
made his way around South America, that he made a genuine effort to
befriend (aboriginal inhabitants) and present gifts and so on,” Bawlf
further noted, adding that even as efforts were made hide Drake’s
discoveries from the Spanish, proof of his presence in the region
would have useful. “Leaving behind coin of the realm, which he gave
to the Indians he met as he came along the coast, would be clear
evidence to any succeeding visitors that England had been there.”

MUCH ADO ABOUT FRANCIS DRAKE
by Mark Bourrie, National Post January 16, 2014
Bruce Campbell is a Victoria retiree who’s taken up the metaldetecting hobby, and knows the thrill of finding old things. Usually,
on a good day, Campbell, 59, ends up with a few old Canadian coins
to show for his work. Whatever the haul, it’s fun and it gets him into
the fresh air.
When Campbell recently found a silver coin from the mid1500s at the mudflats of the Gorge, near Victoria, it was a delightful
jolt. Who left it there?
Very quickly, Campbell and some of his friends pointed to
Francis Drake and his crew, the only historical figures who would
be serious candidates to carry English pocket change along the
Pacific Coast. They were in the region in 1579.
There is some mystery about Drake’s voyage. He sailed from
England, and after some close calls and a lot of freelance piracy,
circled South America and sailed north along North America’s
Pacific coast. He almost certainly saw San Francisco Bay, but things
get a little fuzzy after that.
Drake poked his way farther up the coast before turning west to
sail across the Pacific to pirate his way through the Spice Islands of
Southeast Asia. He arrived back in Plymouth as the first English
captain to command an expedition around the world.
Before he left the Pacific coast, Drake claimed all the land north
of Spain’s American possessions as New Albion. However, the
surviving accounts of Drake’s voyages are vague. And his more
detailed maps and journals were destroyed when Whitehall Palace
burned down in 1698, so no one knows where Drake landed.
Continued next page

A specimen of the Edward VI shilling. Notice the XII giving its value as 12 pence. Silver coinage issued between April and August 1551 was too
light resulting in a re-issue later in the year. The new coinage was of good weight and was in fact the finest ever issued during the Tudor reign. It
included four new denominations, the crown, halfcrown, six pence and three pence.
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B.C. COIN DISCOVERY RENEWS INTEREST IN
DRAKE’S “SECRET VOYAGE” OF 1579 ... CONTINUED
Former British Columbia cabinet minister Samuel Bawlf believes
Drake went as far north as Comox, a view that’s not shared by many
Drake historians. Bawlf argues the details of Drake’s voyage were an
Elizabethan state secret, though it’s not clear who was being kept in
the dark. (The Spanish already knew he had stolen a fabulous treasure
ship off the South American coast, since he had a little party with the
officers before he let them go.) If the mission was, as Bawlf argues, a
secret exploration trip, it was a strange
one, since the Elizabethans and
generations of English governments
afterwards did precisely nothing to
profit from Drake’s discoveries.
Bawlf argues that Bruce Campbell’s
recent metal-detecting find suggests that
Drake may have given coins away to
the people living along the coast. But
that defies logic. In Tudor times, people
did not have change to throw around. A
shilling was more than a day’s pay for
a soldier, and worth about twice the
daily wage of one of Drake’s sailors.
The fact that the coin was found near a
1900 Canadian penny, an 1891 fivecent piece and a 1960s dime suggests
less sensational origins.
But Canada’s media liked the Drake shilling theory quite a lot.
Journalism requires a bar of proof that’s lower than the one used by
academic specialists. In recent days, a single coin became the story of
a man who had found a piece of authentic history, possible/likely
proof that, in Tudor times, Drake or someone traveling with him either
tossed money to the locals on Victoria’s mud flats or walked the
Vancouver Island shore with a hole in his purse.
That kind of logical leaping happens a lot. Manuscripts and
collections of papers that come up for auction must, according to
news writers eager to sell their scoop, be pivotal to our understanding
of Canada. Maps and artefacts in foreign collections are vital to our
nationhood and must be returned.
One of my friends, a history professor, has spent most of his
working life researching the Japanese invasion of two islands off
Alaska during the Second World War. This causes us to joke that his
research might generate headlines regarding the newly discovered
“secret invasion of America.” Very few people know that the Japanese
seized Attu and Kiska in the Aleutian Islands in 1942, and, with all due
respect to my friend, they really don’t need to unless they are serious
students of military history or wartime politics.
No historian would take a flier on an old coin and connect it to
history in a concrete way unless it was found in some place that was
undisturbed, like, say, A grave in the Arctic permafrost or undisturbed
soil at an archaeological site. But journalists want to believe. A guy
finding an oddball coin worth a few hundred dollars isn’t just a decent
page-3 local story, but “proof” that Francis Drake enjoyed the delights
of southern Vancouver Island in the 16th century. Alert the front-page
editor!

This frame of mind resulted in one of the greatest historic hoaxes
in this country’s history. In the 1930s, James Dodd, a railway worker
who spent his spare time prospecting for gold near the northern Ontario
town of Beardmore, claimed to have found a cache of Viking
weapons—apparent proof that northern Ontario had been occupied by
Norsemen. Dodd’s sword and battle-axe, which ended up in the Royal
Ontario Museum, were indeed real. But as it turned out, Dodd had
bought them from a Scandinavian man
who had brought them with him to
Thunder Bay, Ont.
Southwest of Lake Superior,
someone already had found a stone
covered with what looked like runes
describing the massacre of Vikings
exploring the region in the 1300s.
James Watson Curran, editor of the
Sault Ste. Marie Star, made it his life’s
work to publicize the “fact” that
Vikings had sailed and walked deep
into northwestern Ontario. Farley
Mowat built a book around the
theory—Westviking, which was
published in 1965. But the runecovered stone turned out to be a fake.
Other than waste his own time, Curran did no tangible harm by
publicizing false relics. The Beardmore hoax didn’t even seriously
damage the reputation of the museum curator who bought the
collection. Westviking is still a good read. But it’s important to
understand that history isn’t just a pastime, like metal detecting: It’s a
serious academic discipline. Moreover, all history is important to
someone. It underlies the way we see ourselves. It often becomes the
foundation of public policies. Manipulating it, whether by
government’s seeking to instil patriotism, or journalists seeking to sell
stories, undermines citizens’understandings of Canada’s real historical
narrative.
Over the next four years, people are going to argue about World
War I, since 2014–2018 is its centenary. They’ll debate whether it was
worth fighting, who started it, and whether there should have been a
peaceful solution. (It was illegal to debate any of these questions in
Canada during the actual war, so perhaps better late than never.) In the
process, lots of “new” historical facts will be found, and “secret”
wartime documents will surface. Some of this information, I expect,
will be seized on as part of the struggle by Stephen Harper’s
government to define Canada as a “warrior nation.”
Journalists who wade into this fight should be more scrupulous than
those who would turn the finding of a single coin into a re-rewriting
of Elizabethan maritime history.
Dr. Mark Bourrie, a journalist for 35 years, lectures in History at
Carleton University and Canadian Studies at the University of
Ottawa. His next book, Kill the Messengers: Stephen Harper’s
Assault on Your Right to Know, will be published under Patrick
Crean’s HarperCollins imprint early next year.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR STARR GILMORE
In January 2013 Robert Rightmire posted a request in the
electronic newsletter, the e-sylum, for information about Starr
Gilmore, the author of Canadian Silver Dollars, 1961.
He comments, “Very little information on Gilmore was
forthcoming. Since then I was able to purchase the author’s
manuscript for Canadian Silver Dollars. Gilmore wrote an
“About the Author” biographical sketch that was edited out of
the book. I’ve retyped it, exactly as written, for our readership.
Any information on Gilmore, after 1964, is again requested.
Does anyone have a photo of him? It could be of a group from
a convention, etc. Also, any information from an obituary would
be very helpful to my research.”

Gilmore’s Biographical Sketch
I was born on a large farm near Potlatch, Idaho, on August
6 1903, and I took to farming in the same manner that a cat takes
to water. In those benighted days, transportation being what it
was, and a heavy rainstorm having occurred, the doctor ambled
out to my ancestral home with something in the nature of a horse
and buggy, rather late in the morning, and much too late to do
any good. Nevertheless, he saw fit to make a charge for services
which was indignantly refused. Born protesting, I am still doing
it, and I am still at heart a rebel.
My ancestry is English and Norwegian, mostly the former,
and the great majority of my people on the paternal side live in
the South. My lineage, such as it is, has nothing about it
aristocratic and I am a son of the people, a thing which troubles
me not a whit.
• Honors in debating and oratory.
• Graduate of Washington University with an M.A. in
history and English.
• Some newspaper reporting experience.
• Alternated between welfare work and teaching and
finally learned to dislike both.
• Private tutor in Mobile, Alabama, and taught mostly
very small ladies who aspired to the Southern belles.
• Teaching of this kind I liked.
• No conventional home of any kind although I try to
make one wherever I find myself.
• Extremely cosmopolitan in outlook, I have a strong
tendency to look upon most accepted social patterns
with active dislike.
• Poet, essayist, and short story writer.
• I write fluently in the French verse forms and have a
special interest in epigrams.

Mobile has one tiny coin shop and my interest in coins began
with it. Much to my astonishment, I learned for the first time
about United States commemoratives and then wondered how
it was possible to live in a country and know so little about its
coinage. I still wonder, but not quite so much.
A Mobile tradesman refused a coin from me because he
declared it was Canadian. It wasn’t, but it was enough to start
an interest in Canada which has never ceased. A shift of interest
from American dollars to those of the Dominion came about
easily enough. Vaguely, and as I imperfectly remember, I first
heard of them in 1945.
As might be supposed, my primary interests are those of a
scholar and research worker and I have studied homonyms and
heteronyms in particular detail, enough to make possible a book.
The subject was last written on in 1873. Flowers fascinate me,
especially their genetics, and especially those relating to iris and
carnations.
Unmarried, I live in such solace as this condition of life is able
to afford.
Starr Gilmore September 20, 1959
Spokane, Washington
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COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER AND SPRING
FEB. 22 - 23, 2014, Toronto, Torex Canada’s National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency
Toronto On King, 370 King St. W. Hours:
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
admission $7, under 16 free. Canada’s finest
dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign
coins, paper money, hobby supplies and
reference books. Official auctioneer: The
Canadian Numismatic Company. For more
information telephone 416-705-5348.
Website: http://www.torex.net.
MARCH 8 - 9, Mississauga, Mississauga’s
11th Annual Polish-Canadian Coin, Stamp
& Collectibles Show 2014, John Paul II
Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd.
(just south of Hwy. 403). Hours: Sat. 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
$3 for adults Sat., free Sun. Kids 16 and
under free both days. Free parking, 25+
dealers of Canadian and international
stamps, gold and silver coins, Royal
Canadian Mint coins, paper money, military
and other collectibles, Canada Post shop.
Bring coins, stamps or collectibles to be
evaluated and get best prices. For more
information contact Tom, telephone 905281-0000 or Wesley, telephone 416-2581651, email info@troyakclub.com. Dealers
call Peter (Janusz), telephone 416-7244410.Website: http://www.troyakclub.com.
MARCH 15, Cambridge, 23rd Annual
Cambridge Coin Show, Cambridge
Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd. off
Highway 24 (Hespeler Rd.). Hours: 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Free admission, buy, sell, trade and get
appraisals from more than 50 qualified
dealers. Find coins, paper money, tokens,
medals, trade dollars, official Mint products,
hobby supplies, reference books and more.
Accessible, free parking and a fabulous lunch
counter. A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to local charities. For more
information contact Robb McPherson,
telephone 519-577-7206, Website:
http://www.waterloocoinsociety.com. email
coinshow@waterloocoinsociety.com

Ontario Numismatic Association 52nd Annual Convention, APRIL4 - 6, Windsor, Saint
Clair Centre for the Arts, Canadian Club Room, 201 Riverside Dr. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $2 for adults, juniors under 18 and students with ID free. Educational program,
numismatic meetings, exhibits, and 54 tables. See website for exhibit application and
registration in January. For more information contact Brett Irick, telephone 313-207-3562,
email xr7gt@prodigy.net. Website: http://the-ona.ca/upcoming.php
and http://windsorcoinclub.com
MARCH 21 - 23, Montreal, Nuphilex,
Holiday Inn Midtown, 420 Sherbrooke West.
Hours: Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $3
Fri. and Sat., free on Sun. More than 74
dealers tables of coins, stamps, paper money,
tokens, military medals, jewelry and watches.
Coin auction conducted by Lower Canada
Auction in the Gouverner Room. For more
information contact Gabriel, telephone 514842-4411, email nuphilex@bellnet.ca .
Website: http://www.nuphilex.com.
APRIL 12, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin
Show, Colonel John McCrae Legion, 57
Watson Parkway South. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission $3, under 16 free, legendary
lunch counter, free draw for gold coin; coins,
banknotes, tokens, Canadian Tire money,
medals, books and supplies at more than 36
dealer tables; buy, sell, trade or evaluate.
Some of Canada’s top numismatic dealers.
Free level parking, fully accessible. For more
information contact Mike Hollingshead,
telephone
519-823-2646,
email
cholling@uoguelph.ca.
APRIL 13, Chatham, Kent Coin Club
Annual Spring Coin Show, Active Lifestyle
Centre, 20 Merritt Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free admission and parking, free token
or foreign coin to all children entering the
show, compliments of the Kent Coin Club.
Twenty-five dealer tables (coins and paper
money for all interests).For more information
contact Lou Wagenaer, president, telephone
519-352-5477, 27 Peters St., Chatham ON
N7M 5B2.

MAY 4, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club 64th
Annual Spring Coin Show, Caboto Club, 2175
Parent Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free
parking, 39 tables, admission $1, juniors
under 12 free. For more information contact
Brett Irick, telephone 313-207-3562, Website:
http://windsorcoinclub.com
email
xr7gt@prodigy.net.
MAY 10, Toronto, Edithvale Hobby Show,
Banquet Room, Edithvale Community
Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., Free admission, free parking, all sorts of
collectibles and featuring coins, paper money,
stamps, etc. For more information contact
Paul Petch, telephone 416-303-4417, email
p.petch@rogers.com.
Website:
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com.
MAY 25, Woodstock, Woodstock Nostalgia
Show And Sale, Auditorium &
Mutual/Market Building, Woodstock
Fairgrounds, 875 Nellis St. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Admission $5 per person, children
under 12 admitted free when with adult.
Featuring coins, paper money, tokens,
Canadian Tire money, military memorabilia,
small antiques, postcards, Coca-Cola
collectibles, and popular culture vintage
items. For more information contact Ian
Ward, telephone 519-426-8875 (Mon. to
Fri., 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.) or email
toyshow@kwic.com .
Website:
http://www.nostalgiashow.blogspot.com.

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin
News Coming Events

Royal Canadian Numismatic Association 2014 Convention, AUG. 13 - 16, Greater Toronto Area, Delta Meadowvale Hotel, 6750
Mississauga Road, Mississauga ON, Admission hours: Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $6, juniors under 18 free. Over 60
dealer tables from across North America, competitive and non-competitive displays, annual meetings of national collector groups. Official
auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic Company. Book your hotel early and win an iPad and make it a family event at this resort location!
Sponsored by the R.C.N.A. and hosted by the North York Coin Club. Bourse Chairman Len Kuenzig len.kuenzig@sympatico.ca or phone
905-601-4893. For more information contact co-chairmen Paul Petch & Henry Nienhuis, telephone 416-303-4417, email
2014convention@rcna.ca. Complete information on the website at http://www.rcna.ca/2014

