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THE BULLETIN FOR NOVEMBER 2013
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Good day all, I hope that everyone enjoyed
the last few beautiful days outside and
completed all your chores. The warm weather
of the weekend allowed all of us
procrastinators to get out and put all the lawn
furniture away, clean the gutters, rack the
mountain of leaves that have accumulated
during the last few windy days and find the
scrapper, shovel and Christmas lights that
were last seen some months ago.
The club held an executive/R.C.N.A.
meeting on November 12th as it is preparing
for the R.C.N.A. 2014 annual convention in
Mississauga next August. It is great to see a
core group of people regularily attending these
meetings, but most of you have not yet
decided if you are going to help out. This is a
national, high profile event and I am looking
for more of our members to participate. The
NYCC is having these monthly planning
meetings from now until the convention, so
please volunteer and attend the next meeting
on January 14 2014 to participate in the
planning.
Actually this lack of club support is not
really a surprise to me or to those people who
go out of their way to keep the club alive and
operational. The last club election is another
example of the empathy that has taken hold of
the club members. Not one person, other than
the existing executive, from the membership
volunteered to join the club executive, not
even one. I’m so disappointed that most of you
members think the club runs by itself and
speakers, meetings and club shows just
materialize by themselves. Please, make a
New Year’s resolution that next year you will
get off your ass and come out and help the
club. Remember: volunteers run the club.

The club is having its December meeting
at Tucker’s Marketplace Restaurant at 15
Carlson Ct. Etobicoke (off Attwell near
Dixon/Carlingview). That night’s meeting is
open to all of the Toronto area clubs so get
your tickets or make your reservation soon to
avoid being disappointed. This night is your
opportunity to socialize with fellow coin
collectors not just from our club but also from
throughout the city. Circle December 3 on
your calendar. Please come to the November
26th meeting with money to book your meal.
($25.00 for Tucker’s Marketplace buffet
including all you can eat dinner, dessert, soft
drink, HST and gratuity. Now that seems like
a reasonable price for a genuinely unique
buffet experience and a night filled with fun,
a 50-50, a gift exchange, and draw prizes.
This month’s club meeting at Edithvale on
November 26 is in the Dempsey Room on the
second floor at 7:30. That’s our usual fourth
Tuesday of the month. The meeting will be a
member participation night with me issuing a
request to all to bring something that you can
talk about for about 2 or 3 minutes. If everyone
does this, we will have a very enjoyable
evening that you will want to repeat. So, be
prepared when attending the meeting and have
your item ready as I call on you for a
presentation. I will see everyone then, or
hopefully around sevenish so you can view the
auction items, buy some draw tickets and
socialize a bit.
This is the last issue of The Bulletin for
2013. Remember our Christmas Dinner is
on Tuesday December 3 (see the flyer), the
next executive meeting is at Edithvale on
January 14 at 7:00 p.m. and the next
regular North York meeting is January 28!

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
IT’S IN THE DEMPSEY ROOM:
We start gathering in the Dempsey
Room on the first floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
For this meeting we are holding a
member participation night. Pick out
something interesting from your
collection and bring it along for a two or
three minutes show and tell talk.
Remember to bring your money for the
December dinner meeting. It’s $25 per
person. It is also down to the time to be
paying your 2014 dues, so please see
Treasurer Ben Boelens for both.
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
The show schedule is very quiet until midJanuary of 2014 with the only show around the
GTA being the Brampton Coin Show on
December 1st. That leaves you with no reason
not to spend the holidays with family and
friends and enjoy the season.
The last item I would like to bring up is
that it is not too early to consider booking
your table for the 3rd annual Hobby Show. It
will be held again at Edithvale Community
Centre on May 10 2014. So see our treasurer
and get your table.
Well, that’s a wrap for me, and the end of
my rantings this year. Please remember your
your item for the participation night.
Bill O’Brien
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NEWS OF THE OCTOBER 2013 MEETING
th

The 594 meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, October 29, 2013 in
the 1st floor Banquet Room at the Edithvale
Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. The
meeting was hammered to order at 7:36 p.m.
with our President Bill O’Brien, in the chair;
there were 26 members and 5 guests in
attendance.
Our on-time attendance draw was the first
order of business. Member Nick Cowan was
present when his name was drawn to receive the
prize of $4.00. The draw will reset to $2.00 for
the November meeting.
Bill asked our new guests to stand and tell us a little about what
their collecting interests are. Dana N. indicated that he was just getting
interested in collecting.
Our special guest speaker for the evening was Jeff Wilson, recently
of Bordon, ON, who is a well-known numismatic medal collector. Jeff
was introduced by Paul Johnson who knows him from his past role as
Area Director for the R.C.N.A. Jeff’s specialty is medals issued by coin
clubs and associations such as the O.N.A., A.P.N.A. and the R.C.N.A.
He mentioned that it is a vast topic, which would take at least three
evenings to cover properly. In Ontario alone there were 27 clubs that
issued medals. Many of these club medals were issued in the hay-day
of collecting clubs in the 60’s. His in-depth PowerPoint presentation
for the evening centred on the medals issued by the Canadian
Numismatic Association from 1954 to the present. In 2008 the
Governor General of Canada became the Association’s patron and they
officially added Royal to their name. Jeff went through each of the 60
medals that have been issued for sale by the association including the
varieties that were struck. After the extensive question and answer
period, Bill O’Brien presented Jeff with a certificate of appreciation
and a uniface medal that our club produced for our 50th anniversary in
2010.
Prior to taking a break, Bill asked if anyone had brought a showand-tell for the evening.

Norm Belsten (left) with Roger Fox chat with Nick Cowan (standing)

Ben Boelens talked about his recent travels in Europe highlighting
his visit to Vienna, the heart of the Habsburg Empire. He mentioned
seeing the statue of Holy Roman Empress Maria Theresa. The
numismatic tie-in of course is the famous Maria Theresa thaler
(originally issued from 1751–1780) that had attained worldwide
distribution through the many re-strikes (dated 1780) that was issued
for decades. He also mentioned his visit to the extensive numismatic
collection held by the Kunsthistorisches Museum. The permanent
display consists of over 2,000 objects in three halls, which is only a
small portion of the over 700,000 items in the collection.
Nick Cowan passed around a new polymer $20.00 note with an
interesting serial number error; with the last digit, a nine, is printed
lower than the rest of the numbers in both serial number locations.
At 8:45 pm, Bill called for the refreshment break consisting of
cookies, juice and coffee.
We resumed the normal business portion of the meeting at 8.56 pm.
The members present were asked if they had noticed any errors or
omissions in the minutes of the August meeting as published in the
October newsletter. With no changes being identified, Norman G.
Gordon made a motion to accept the minutes with seconding by Phillip
Simms. Motion carried.
Ben Boelens, recently back from his trip to Europe, gave a brief
report on the club’s financials.
Bill then took some time to discuss his progress with respect to
holding our December holiday meeting at Tucker’s Marketplace. Bill
had approached the manager to reserve one of the separate rooms at
the Etobicoke restaurant; located at 15 Carlson Court—Hwy 27 &
Dixon Road—near the airport. He negotiated a price of $25.00 (incl.
tax and gratuity, alcohol extra) per person.
Bill next reminded members that this was an election year and
asked that anyone interested in running themself or nominating
someone for a position on the executive to talk to Dick Dunn, our
Nominations Chairman. He also reminded everyone that we are in need
of an auctioneer while David is on his extended vacation.
Paul Petch mentioned that he is in the process of submitting the
permit application for our Hobby Show for Saturday, May 10, 2014.
He also mentioned at the beginning of March he will submit requests
for the remainder of the 2014 meetings.
David Bawcutt mentioned that the Scarborough Coin Club’s “Coin
Show 2013” is coming up on November 2. Henry mentioned attending
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COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER
DEC. 1, Brampton, Brampton Coin Show,
Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340
Vodden Rd. East. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Admission $3, under 14 free, and free parking.
Buy, sell, trade and appraisal at more than 40
tables. For more information contact Willard
Burton, telephone 905-450-2870, email
willardb@bwcoin.com.
JAN. 17 - 19, Toronto, UNIPEX Toronto
Stamp & Coin Show, Toronto Plaza Hotel,
1677 Wilson Ave. Hours: Fri. 11 a.m. to 6
p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sun. 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Hosted by Unitrade Associates. For
more information contact Unitrade at 416242-5900, email unitrade@rogers.com .
Website: http://www.unitradeassoc.com/.
JAN. 25 - 26, Hamilton, CAND Annual
Show, Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, 116 King
St., West. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Show pass $60 (good for
Friday dealer set-up, Saturday and Sunday).
Daily admission $3. Auction to be conducted
by Jeffrey Hoare Auctions Inc. with
numismatic auction Saturday, military auction
Sunday. For more information contact show
chairman, Tom Kennedy, telephone 519-2718825, email cand@cogeco.ca.

FEB. 2, 2014, Paris, S.W.O.N, Convention
centre (Paris Fairgrounds). Hours: 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Fifty-six tables of coins, paper money,
military, gold and silver bullion, pocket
watches and more. Excellent food and
beverages available. Admission $3, which
includes a ticket on the gold coin draw. For
more information contact Ted Bailey,
telephone 519-442-3474 or toll free 1-866747-2646, email tedscollectables@bellnet.ca.
FEB. 15, 2014, OSHAWA, COIN-ARAMA, Five Points Mall, 285 Taunton Rd E.
at Ritson. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free
dealer and membership draws and NEW
hourly public draws, free admission, featuring
paper, coins, tokens, medals and many other
items. For more information contact Sharon,
telephone
905-728-1352,
email
papman@bell.net.
FEB. 22 - 23, 2014, Toronto, Torex Canada’s National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency
Toronto On King, 370 King St. W. Hours:
Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
admission $7, under 16 free. Canada’s finest
dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign
coins, paper money, hobby supplies and
reference books. Official auctioneer: The

Fall Torex at the end of October and the Moore Numismatic auction the day
before. He also reminded people that fellow member Jared Stapleton was in
progress of opening a coin store at 722 Annette Street. The grand opening
is planned for Monday, November 4th.
The last portion of the meeting was devoted to the customary lucky draws
and auction. Lucky draw winners for the evening were- Roger Fox, Henry
Nienhuis (2), Jim Heifetz (2), Phillip Simms, David Quinlan (3), Harvey
Shutter (2), Ben Boelens, Nick Cowan, Bill O’Brien, and Franco Farronato.
The club earned $20.00 through the sale of the draw tickets! The lucky draws
were intermixed throughout the evening’s auction, called by our auctioneer
David Quinlan and volunteer runner Dick Dunn. Our auction manager,
David Bawcutt, reported that receipts from the auction added $12.00 to the
club coffers.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank members for supporting the club
through the purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations. We would
like to thank Italo Villella for his donation of books. Please consider
supporting your club through a donation of numismatic material or other
items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations to the club secretary so that
your support can be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
As a reminder, the next regular club meeting will be held on November
26, 2013, in the first floor Dempsey Room of the Edithvale Community
Centre. The next 2014 R.C.N.A. Convention planning meeting will be held
on January 14th and everyone is invited to attend the meeting.

Canadian Numismatic Company. For more
information telephone 416-705-5348.
Website: http://www.torex.net.
AUG. 13 - 16, Greater Toronto Area, Royal
Canadian Numismatic Association 2014
Convention, Delta Meadowvale Hotel, 6750
Mississauga Road, Mississauga ON,
Admission hours: Thurs., Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Admission $6, juniors under 18 free.
Over 60 dealer tables from across North
America, competitive and non-competitive
displays, annual meetings of national
collector groups. Official auctioneer: The
Canadian Numismatic Company. Book your
hotel early and win an iPad and make it a
family event at this resort location! Sponsored
by the R.C.N.A. and hosted by the North York
Coin Club. Bourse Chairman Len Kuenzig
len.kuenzig@sympatico.ca or phone 905-6014893. For more information contact cochairmen Paul Petch & Henry Nienhuis,
telephone
416-303-4417,
email
2014convention@rcna.ca . Complete
information on the website at
http://www.rcna.ca/2014
Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin
News Coming Events

President Bill O’Brien (left) makes presentation
to guest speaker Jeff Wilson
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THE STORY OF THE PRINCE GEORGE CHRISTENING COIN
Jake Wallis Simons of The Telegraph visits the
Royal Mint and meets the craftsmen behind
Britain’s first ever christening coin

was commissioned by Queen Victoria in 1840 in anticipation of her
first child, Victoria Adelaide Mary Louisa. It has been used to
christen every royal baby since, and is kept in the Tower of London
with the Crown Jewels. I took the wonderfully intricate decoration
on the font and applied it to the dimensions of a coin.”
The design features a pair of cherubs, an ornate cartouche
supported by a lily, and a coronet befitting the heir to the throne, as
well as a scroll bearing the royal motto, Dieu et mon droit.
The font, which was crafted by the silversmiths E?&?W Smith,
was inspired by the Baroque style, which was noted for its symmetry
and flamboyance. By coincidence, Bergdahl explains, the style was
popularised in the early 18th century—by a certain King George I.
“It fitted so well,” he says. “It was very fortuitous indeed.”

On a velvet-topped table at the Royal Mint in Llantrisant, South
Wales, lie a set of freshly minted coins. They range in size, finish
and value. Struck in both silver and gold, some gleam like mirrors
whereas others are “frosted.” All have been produced with a single
design and for a single purpose: to mark the christening of Britain’s
newest heir to the throne.
The birth of Prince George of Cambridge signals the beginning
of a new generation of the modern British monarchy. Not yet three
months old, he is already commanding unprecedented affection—
this is the first time that commemorative coins have been produced
Once the design had been chosen, it had to be approved by the
to mark a royal christening.
Queen. “We were all very relieved when she liked it,” says Kevin
Of all the new coins, one stands out. Roughly the size of a Clancy, 46, secretary of the Royal Mint Advisory Committee. “In
saucer, it is made of a kilogram of solid gold and is worth £50,000. the past we designed a coin with an image of her riding side-saddle,
This is one of the largest and most expensive coins that the Royal and she sent it back saying that there was not enough definition to
Mint has ever produced. Just 22 are available to buy.
her legs.”
“None of the coins I engrave are ‘just another job,’” says Gordon
Once the design was approved, Bergdahl made a plaster-of-Paris
Summer, 47, the chief engraver at the Royal Mint. “But this is version. This was scanned in three dimensions into a computer and
particularly auspicious. There are a number of things I’ve done that imprinted into a steel stamp using a laser. But the process is far from
I’m proud of, but this one tops them all.”
fully automated.
Although the Royal Mint machines normally produce 3,000
“Once we had the steel stamp, we had to return to hands,” says
coins per hour, such is the intricacy of this design that only 100 can Summer. “The quality downgrades when it goes through a computer,
be produced in the same amount of time. There are nine coins in the and it’s not good enough for us. Every detail needs to be absolutely
collection, ranging in value from £5 to £50,000. Four are made of perfect, and that can only be achieved by hours of delicate carving
silver—according to the Royal Mint, crossing the baby’s palm with using an eye-lens and a variety of hand tools.”
silver is “a long-established
tradition, conferring good health
and prosperity to newborns”; one
is platinum; one is copper-nickel;
and the remaining three are 24carat gold, which “marks the royal
celebration.”
The coins were designed by
John Bergdahl, 65, who has been
an engraver for 40 years. He was
one of five artists invited to
submit designs to the Royal Mint
Advisory Committee, which is
chaired by Lord Waldegrave,
provost of Eton College.
Bergdahl’s design was the
favourite from the start.
“It was a complex job as I had
so little to go on,” he says. “I
didn’t know the name of the baby,
when it would be born or the
gender. I was looking for
Tokens of respect: the christening of Prince George of Cambridge
inspiration and found an image of
is celebrated with a set of coins.
a silver gilt baptismal font, which
All photos by Andrew Crowley
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Coins have been struck to commemorate royal events since
Roman times. Five hundred years ago, Britain’s monarchs
commissioned special coins to give away as tokens of privilege, and
during the coronations of Elizabeth I and James I they were thrown
into the crowd.
Commemorative coins started to be produced for a broader
range of national events in the mid-20th Century. A special coin was
produced to mark the death of Winston Churchill in 1965, as well
as the silver wedding anniversary of the Queen and Prince Philip in
1972, the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer, and
the 2012 Olympics.
“There is something special about this coin, as it marks a
particularly intimate event,” says Clancy. “A royal wedding is a very
public affair, but it is rare that something as personal as a christening
takes on national significance.”
The Royal Mint is one of Britain’s oldest and most illustrious
manufacturing institutions. It traces its origins to the scattered
workshops of the moneyers of Anglo-Saxon London, 1,000 years
ago. At the end of the 13th century, these were all brought together
within the security of the Tower of London, occupying the narrow
area between the inner and outer walls. It was here that Isaac Newton
took up his position as senior Mint officer in 1696.

Today the Mint—which moved to a purpose-built site in South
Wales in 1968 to cope with the increased demands of
decimalisation—is the foremost in the world, providing coins to 60
countries and catering for 12 per cent to 15 per cent of global
coinage demand. It also produces all of Britain’s military medals,
apart from the Victoria Cross (which is made by a jeweller in
London out of fragments of a cannon captured during the Crimean
War), as well as the Olympic medals.
“This is a proud British institution,” says Clancy. “We are happy
and honoured to be doing our bit to help the nation celebrate.”

The largest of the coins is made of gold

The coins are engraved and struck using special tools

Coins and the royals
o Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother's 80th birthday, in 1980, was
the first royal birthday to be commemorated with a coin.
o The first royal wedding to be commemorated with a coin was the
marriage of Prince Charles and Lady Diana Spencer.
o More Silver Jubilee crowns were struck in 1977 than on any other
occasion.
o All crown pieces from the reign of George III (1760 to 1820) are
still legal tender.
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WORLD’S LARGES VICTORIA CROSS COLLECTION
by Nigel Nelson, Mirror.co.uk

He has acquired £40 million worth of the most potent
symbols of gallantry ever
Billionaire Lord Ashcroft owns the world’s largest collection of
Victoria Crosses – yet he doesn’t know if he has what it takes to win
one, the Sunday People reports. “I’ve often reflected on it,” he says.
“And I’m not sure whether I have that kind of courage.”
We are in the Lord Ashcroft Gallery of London’s Imperial War
Museum amid £40million worth of the most potent symbols of
gallantry ever. Building work goes on around us as the museum is
revamped for next year’s centenary of the start of the First World War.
Most of the VCs on display here belong to the 67-year-old exdeputy Tory chairman. He owns 183 in all and gave £5million towards
the gallery where, alongside the medals, the stories of supreme courage
are told in words and pictures.
Stories like that of pilot Lloyd Trigg, the only man to get a
posthumous VC on the say-so of the enemy after dive-bombing a Uboat when he could have pulled away to save his life. And stories like
that of Noel Chavasse, one of only three men ever to win the VC twice.
Michael Ashcroft’s interest in what constitutes courage began as
a 10-year-old in Norwich when he persuaded his reticent dad to relive
his experiences of D-Day, where he had been wounded.The peer
recalls: “My father was a modest man but I felt a surge of pride that
he’d played such a courageous part in the war effort. “And the most
special thing about VC winners is their modesty and their humility.
Most of those I’ve met say they only did what anyone else would have
done in the same circumstances.”
The former deputy chairman of the Tory party has spent a lot of
time over the years thinking about the nature of bravery. He says. “You
can’t measure it, you can’t bottle it and you can’t buy it.” But he believes
the kind of valour the VC is awarded for falls into two categories. The
first is spur-of-the-moment bravery in the heat of battle – the second,
the “cold courage” needed to defuse a bomb or to go out on a special
forces’ mission. Lord Ashcroft says: “I have nothing but admiration
for both – but a greater respect for ‘cold courage’because they go into
highly dangerous situations time and again knowing they are likely to
get maimed or killed.”
His passion for the VC began when he was in his 20s and he read
about one of the medals being sold at auction. He promised himself
he would own one as well – if he could ever afford it. That day came
in July 1986 when the VC won by diver James Magennis – whose story
is detailed here – was auctioned at Sotheby’s. Lord Ashcroft paid
£29,000 for it. He says: “As I was holding it, it dawned on me this was
just the start of owning more. “One became two. Soon the collection
hit double figures.” Since then he has bought many more at auctions.
He also gets VCs from the families of medal-winners in private
deals – but only if they approach him. Now he owns the first VC
awarded in the 20th century and the last – which was posthumously
earned in the Falklands conflict by Sgt Ian McKay, whose story is also
told on the left.
Only 1,360 VCs have ever been handed out since the medal – cast
from the bronze of cannons captured during the Crimean War – was

Victoria Cross, Britain

Victoria Cross, Canada

inaugurated in 1856. And by buying up so many, the peer has stopped
large numbers of them ending up with collectors overseas. He has
vowed to present them to the nation one day.
Lord Ashcroft’s pride in his collection is evident. Is it his greatest
achievement? He says: “It ranks very highly. It’s taken a long time and
a lot of money to build and the families of those who won the medals
are happy because they now know they’ll never leave the UK.”
At the Imperial War Museum 177 of the 183 VCs he owns are on
display with the institution’s own collection. There are also George
Crosses – the VC’s civilian equivalent – collected by Lord Ashcroft
and the museum. The state-of-the-art gallery uses touch-screens, film,
sound clips, photography and items that once belonged to the VC
winners to tell the remarkable stories behind the medals.

Highest sacrifice: Lloyd Allan Trigg
One of the most astonishing tales is about RAF Pilot Officer Lloyd
Trigg, who attacked a Nazi U-boat off Africa in 1943.
His bomber was hit by ack-ack from the sub and fire engulfed the
whole rear-end of the four-engined Liberator.
But instead of pulling out and trying to save himself and his crew,
New Zealander Trigg carried on with his bomb-run, sank the sub and
ploughed into the Atlantic. He and his men were all killed. But several
of the Germans survived and were later rescued by the Royal Navy.
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They included the U-boat skipper, who recommended Trigg be
honoured for heroism. Lord
Ashcroft says: “It shows that
although men may be on different
sides there’s a common bond
between them.”
Also on show are the two VCs
of Army doctor Noel Chavasse,
won at the battles of the Somme in
1916 and Passchendaele in 1917
for helping the wounded in noman’s-land under heavy enemy
fire despite being badly injured
himself.
He later died of his wounds –
but only after telling his fiancée in
a letter: “Duty called and duty must be obeyed.”

But Norman refused to give up the fight and made two bids to
escape. The second succeeded and he linked up with invading US
troops. He was given his VC by King George at Buckingham Palace
on November 13, 1945.

Drama beneath the waves
THE VC won by James “Mick” Magennis on July 31, 1945 was
the first Ashcroft bought.
The seaman had volunteered for midget submarines and a week
before the atom bomb was dropped on Hiroshima was sent to sink a
10,000-ton Japanese cruiser in Singapore. He fixed six mines to it after
chipping razor-sharp barnacles from its hull – but the charge to detonate
them got stuck. Despite leaking air-tanks and his hands being shredded
by barnacles Mick calmly managed to free it – and the op was a
success.

Airman who crawled on wing to douse fire
and fell 20,000ft
Norman Jackson had a miracle escape after he plummeted from a
plane four miles over Germany with a blazing parachute – and survived
with only minor injuries. The RAF sergeant had just been told his wife
had given birth to their first son the night his Lancaster bomber took
off for a raid over enemy territory. And he and the rest of the sevenman crew were looking forward to wetting the baby’s head on their
return on April 27, 1944.
But after successfully dropping its bombs, the plane was turning
for home at 20,000ft when a Luftwaffe night-fighter screamed in and
set one of the wing-mounted engines ablaze. Norman – already injured
by shrapnel from anti-aircraft guns – calmly grabbed a fireextinguisher, tucked it into his lifejacket and clipped on his parachute.
Then with the plane from 106 Squadron flying at 200mph he climbed
out on to the starboard wing to put out the blaze.
Engineer Norman hung on to an air-intake with one hand while he
fought the fire with the other – even though the flames were scorching
his hands and face. Then the enemy fighter came back and opened fire
again.
Norman was hit twice in the legs – and was sent plunging off the
wing into the void beneath him, his parachute bursting into flames as
he was pitched into the frozen darkness. Incredibly there was enough
material left to slow him down so that he only broke an ankle when
he hit the ground. He was found by Nazi troops next day and after
weeks in hospital he was moved to a PoW camp.

Engineer who coolly defied Zulu armies
The astonishing defence of the Rorke’s Drift mission station in
South Africa by Lt John Chard of the Royal Engineers and 150 men
of the 24th Regiment against 4,000 warriors in January 1879 was
immortalised by Stanley Baker in the cult 1964 movie Zulu.
Eleven of the British and colonial soldiers at Rorke’s Drift won VCs
– still the largest number ever awarded for a single military action.
There are suggestions the medals were to take the public’s mind
off an earlier massacre of 1,277 pro-Empire troops by a Zulu army. But
Lord Ashcroft says: “That denigrates acts of bravery.”

The bravest of the brave: Ian John McKay
Sergeant Ian McKay of the
Parachute Regiment was the key to
the capture of the strategically
important Mount Longdon on June
12, 1982 in the Falklands conflict.
He charged Argentine
positions single-handed after the
men with him were killed or
wounded. But he died at the
moment of victory.
A comrade who carried his
coffin said: “Mac was the bravest
of the brave.”
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INTERLOCKED COINS FORM COMPLEX GEOMETRIC SCULPTURES
When artist Robert Wechsler comes across a large number of
coins, he doesn’t just trade them in for dollar bills like everybody
else. Instead, he sees an opportunity for art. Using quarters, dimes,
and pennies, Wechsler recently developed this series of complex
geometric forms, simply called Money, as a commission for The
New Yorker’s October 14, 2013 money-themed issue.
Whether electronic or material, we all use currency on a daily
basis. Through his work, Wechsler invites us to look at the highly
valued metal and paper forms with a different perspective. From

fresh, shiny, and new, to aged and completely worn, Wechsler uses
not just US currency, but also coins from places including Canada,
Belize, and Hong Kong. He carefully cuts notches into each coin and
manually joins them together to create the fascinating variety of
shapes and patterns.
In all of his art, the artist reworks objects and shapes into creative
shapes and structures, and he says, “My work seeks to awaken
undiscovered virtue in everyday objects and spaces by challenging
commonplace associations through careful intervention.”
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ROYAL CANADIAN MINT PRESENTS 2013 HOLIDAY SEASON PRODUCTS
A favourite theme of collectors returned
with the Mint’s announcement on October 8
of new coins celebrating the holiday season.
Enhanced by technological innovations or
traditionally crafted, these keepsakes
celebrate all we have come to love about a
special time of year in Canada: from
glittering winter icons to time-honoured
traditions. The selection of 2013-dated
collectibles includes:
•

•

•

•

•

•

A $20 Fine Silver Coin – Candy Cane,
featuring bold colour over raised
decorative elements and a Venetian
glass candy cane;
A $10 Fine Silver Coin – Holiday
Candles featuring red enamel
colouring;
A $20 Fine Silver Coin – Holiday
Wreath featuring five Swarovski
crystal elements adorning a
meticulously engraved wreath of
spruce boughs;
A $10 Fine Silver Holiday Coin – A
Partridge in a Pear Tree incorporating a
red-enamelled ribbon;
The continuation of our best-selling
“crystal snowflake” coin series with
the $20 Fine Silver Coin – Winter
Snowflake featuring a black Swarovski
crystal element; and
A 50-Cent Coin – Lenticular Snowman
bringing to life a traditional scene of
children building a snowman.

2013 $20 Fine Silver Coin
Crystal Snowflake

2013 $20 Fine Silver Coin
Candy Cane

2013 $10 Fine Silver Coin
Holiday Candles

2013 $20 Fine Silver Coin
Holiday Wreath

2013 $10 Fine Silver Coin
Partridge in a Pear Tree

2013 50-cent Coin
Lenticular Snowman – tilt the coin to see the two designs

North York Coin Club
and

Mississauga-Etobicoke
Coin Stamp and Collectibles Club
TUESDAY D ECEMBER 3 — at Tucker’s Marketplace 15 Carlson Court, Mississauga
We start gathering in our reserved room at 6:00 p.m. for buffet dinner at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets now on sale — $25 per person — Limited Capacity
* * * Come for an evening of good food, fun, gift exchange, 50-50 and draw prizes * * *
RD

The Mississauga-Etobicoke Coin, Stamp and Collectibles Club and North York Coin Club have once again
decided to co-host a club Christmas dinner, this time at Tucker’s Marketplace located in the area of Dixon Road and
HWY 27 in north Etobicoke.
The price is $25 per person for the Tucker buffet including Salads, Soups & Chili, BBQ Grill, Carvery Table, Main
Course Table, Stir Fries, Pastas, Seafood, Bread Bakery, Dessert Bar, Ice Cream Stand and Fruitstand. Beverages
are your own responsibility. The $25 price includes taxes and gratuity.
Following the dinner, festivities will continue with the usual draw prizes, optional gift exchange ($10 gift items
marked as “male” or “female”, please) and 50-50 draw familiar at both of the clubs.

Guests and Members of Other Area Coin Clubs are Welcome to Join Us!
To register, please notify Ben Boelens by e-mail at boelens40@gmail.com or telephone 905-890-9484

Map to
Tucker’s Marketplace
15 Carlson Court,
Mississauga, ON M9W 6A2
From Dixon Road turn north on
Atwell Drive and then right on
Carlson Court
The entrance to the parking lot
is a right hand turn.
www.northyorkcoinclub.ca

www.gta-collects.ca

