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Welcome again to all members and
friends of the North York Coin Club. This
week might have been Mother Nature’s last
kick at the can providing us with the warmth
of her summer sun. That’s too bad, since our
outdoor weather season here in Southern
Ontario is very short as it is and with the nice
weather possibly behind us it’s time to pursue
our indoor hobbies and activities to hold us
over the long cold winter.

The hobby of numismatics is an ideal
way to pass away many of those hours
through the long, dark winter months.
Whether it’s researching for an article you
wish to write, pouring over numismatic books
and catalogues trying to identify a particular
coin that is of interest to you, or just sitting
back with a good numismatic magazine, the
long nights of winter are ideal for these
pursuits.

Expanding on that thought, publications
such as The Canadian Numismatic Journal,
Ontario Numismatist and Canadian Coin
News are always in need of original material
to publish. So put your thinking cap on and
put some of your thoughts to paper. Arrange
those thoughts in a logical or organized way
and there you are, an article ready to share
with the rest of the numismatic community.
It would be even better if you would take
that article that you have written add some
displays items and presto you have a presen-
tation that you can share with the club at a
meeting.

Last Tuesday, September 10th, was the
first of the many R.C.N.A. volunteers meet-
ings that will be held monthly until the

convention in August 2014. These meetings
are open to all members of the club that wish
to help the organizing committee with their
time and energy, helping the club to throw a
successful convention. The bourse sales,
advertising and promotion, side trips and
dinners as well as numerous other events are
all in some stages of planning and execution.
So please join us on October 8th and assist the
club in this worthwhile endeavour.

A few pages in we present a list of all the
coin shows coming up in the fall. If you are
looking for something to do during this time
then there are undoubtedly some of those
shows and auctions will maybe of interest to
you. The showpiece of these shows would
have to be the Toronto Coin Expo downtown
at the Toronto Reference Library on Oct. 4-
5. This show is owned and operated by a club
member, Jared Stapleton, so please attend
and demonstrate your support. Also on the list
of shows that are worth the time to attend
would be the Coin-A-Rama show October
19th. This show is held at Five Points Mall in
Oshawa and for most members it is just a
short drive out there for an hour or so
combing over the dealer inventory, looking
for that item  that you can write about during
the winter and display and talk about to the
club this spring. See, it’s that easy!

I have a couple of business items to raise
before closing. It is an election year and it is
also time for us to be thinking about the
Holiday Season and our events for our
December meeting.

I thank Dick Dunn for agreeing to serve
as our nominations chairman. He will be

putting together a slate of officers to be
presented at our November meeting.

As for the December meeting, the club
executive is open to suggestions on this topic,
so offer your opinion on the subject when
asked on meeting night. 

So until the 24th enjoy the last few days of
summer and we hope you can be with us to
welcome the fall season.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

IITT’’SS IINN TTHHEE GGIIBBSSOONN RROOOOMM::
We start gathering in the Gibson
Room on the second floor of the
Edithvale Community Centre, 
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start 

scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

After a short business session we will
be enjoying a PowerPoint program with
the title Uses of Modern Technology on
Coins, originally presented by George
Cuhaj at the R.C.N.A. Symposium in
Winnipeg. 

And, there is always time for your show
and tell items, so we hope to see you there!

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material. 
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an

auction at this meeting.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Bill O’Brien

Please Remember the Executive Meeting
on Tuesday October 8 in the Board Room at

Edithvale ... we have 2014 Convention 
business to discuss. Looking ahead to our
October 29 meeting (notice that is the 5th

Tuesday), we will be in the Banquet Room. 
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The 592nd meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, August 27, 2013
in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the Edithvale
Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. The
meeting was hammered to order at 7:37 p.m.
with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair;
there were 24 members and 2 guests in
attendance.

Our on-time attendance draw was the first
order of business. Member Arie Yark was
present when his name was drawn to receive
the prize of $6.00. The draw will reset to $2.00
for the September meeting.

Bill then asked our guest to stand and tell
us a little about what their collecting interests
are. Hezi S. indicated that he has been
collecting since 1974 and is currently inter-
ested in British Colonial coins and banknotes.
He also has a good collection from the Middle
East. Cameron R. mentioned that he concen-
trates on circulated Canadian decimal coins
and mint sets.

Bill asked the members present if they
had noticed any errors or omissions in the
minutes of the July meeting as published in the
August newsletter. It was reported that the
minutes incorrectly identified the room for
the July meeting as the Banquet room. In
actual fact the meeting had been moved to
the Gibson room on the 2nd floor. Richard
Duquette also mentioned that he was not
present at the last meeting, as reported, and so
did not receive the on-time attendance prize.
With those changes being identified, Norman
G. Gordon made a motion to accept the
minutes with Phillip Simms seconding.
Motion carried. Ben Boelens, our treasurer,
then gave a brief report on the club’s financial
status.

Bill then took some time to comment on
current news items and asked if
anyone attended any recent shows.
Henry mentioned that he had been
at the show in Paris, ON held on
August 11th. Anumber of members
indicated that they were there as
well. The overall feeling was that
it was a good show.

He asked Paul Petch to give a
status of the Edithvale permits.
After meeting with the new
administration, Paul was able to
secure permits for our September,

2013 to May, 2014 club meetings. The permits
for meetings after this will have to wait until
a March application date. Due to availability
restrictions our meeting room will change for
some of the meetings. This will be identified
in the newsletter and website. Paul was able
to secure monthly meeting space for the
Executive / 2014 R.C.N.A. planning meet-
ings between September and August of next
year.

Bill reminded members that the next
Executive / 2014 R.C.N.A. Convention plan-
ning meeting will be held on September 10th

and invited everyone to attend the meeting
Prior to moving into the evening’s presen-

tation, Bill asked if anyone had brought in a
show-and-tell item. Ben Boelens brought
along three items: a proof set from
Switzerland, a limited edition proof set from
Malaysia—only 100 were produced for distri-
bution to the personnel of the mint/national
bank of Malaysia, and an Australian $5.00
commemorative coin. Raj Makhijani brought
a collection of Australian items he had
acquired recently along with a number of
RCM products. Raj left his items on display
for people to look through during the break.

Bill then asked Henry Nienhuis to give his
delegate’s report from the 2013 RCNA
convention, which was held in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Henry used a power point presen-
tation, peppered with many images that he
took at the convention, to deliver his report. He
indicated that, in his opinion, the convention
was very successful from the social context.
He did hear, however, from some of the
dealers that the bourse did not meet their
expectations. The number of daily visitors
was well below the expected numbers, even
though the convention committee had done an

admirable job advertising the show in the local
newspapers. Some thought that this reflected
economic conditions in Winnipeg.

Henry felt that one of the highlights of the
convention was a VIP tour of the Royal
Canadian Mint’s Winnipeg production facility.
He was genuinely impressed by the detail that
the tour guides delivered in their explanations;
his guide was the facilities quality assurance
manager. Henry was particularly pleased that
he was allowed to take pictures of the tour,
many of which were included in his presenta-
tion. Anumber of people, including Paul Petch
added commentary throughout the delegate’s
report. At the conclusion, Bill thanked Henry
on behalf of the club for his detailed report.

At 8:45 pm, Bill called for the refresh-
ment break consisting of cookies, juice and
coffee. We resumed the meeting at 900 pm.

The last portion of the meeting was
devoted to the customary lucky draws and
auction. The auction continued the featured
items from the library of Mrs. May Bunnett
donated to the club from her estate. Lucky
draw winners for the evening were- Raj
Makhijani (2), Richard Duquette (3), Phillip
Simms (2), Linda Simms (2), Franco
Farronato (2), Vince Chiappino, Bill O’Brien,
and Henry Nienhuis (3). The club earned
$26.50 through the sale of the draw tickets!
The lucky draws were intermixed throughout
the evening’s auction, called by our auctioneer
David Quinlan and volunteer runner Vince
Chiappino. Our auction manager, David
Bawcutt, reported that receipts from the
auction added $15.10 (which includes $14.00
received for the featured items) to the club
coffers.

There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.

The club executive would like to
thank members for supporting the
club through the purchase of draw
tickets and draw prize donations.
Please consider supporting your club
through a donation of numismatic
material or other items. (Don’t forget
to mention your donations to the club
secretary so that your support can be
recognized in the minutes and
newsletter.)

NEWS OF THE AUGUST 2013 MEETING

Australian 1988 copper-aluminium-nickel Five Dollar coin commemo-
rating the Australian Bicentenary and showing New Parliament House

displayed by Ben Boelens



ANNOUNCING THE BOOK AUCTION AT THE SEPTEMBER MEETING
DDoonnaatteedd  ttoo  tthhee  CClluubb  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLiibbrraarryy  ooff  KKeenn  aanndd  MMaayy  BBuunnnneetttt

World Paper Money by Albert Pick. Krause Publications, 1977. Paperback has been hardbound.
No dust jacket. Book Condition: Very Good. Second Edition. 1.4 x 10.7 x 8.4 Inches. Banknotes
from Afghanistan to Zanzibar, with valuations for three grades of preservation. Detailed commer-
cial and restricted circulation coverage, documenting 250 years of issues. 704 pages. (Est. $5-$18)

Coins and Medals (British Periodical edited by Arthur Blair with Howard Linecar) A run of 12
issues from May 1966 to April 1967. Primarily British coinage with a few medal columns and other
world coins and paper money. Lots of advertising. A quality and entertaining periodical all
presented in a self-binding book cover. (Est. $3-$15)

The Canadian Paper Money Journal - 1979 complete Official Publication of the The Canadian
Paper Money Society. About twenty-three articles on Canadian banking and paper money in 118
pages  with many illustrations. (Est. $2-$10)
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THIS CONCLUDES OUR LISTED SERIES OF BOOK SALES

As a reminder, the next regular club
meeting will be held on September 24, 2013,
in the second floor Gibson Room of the
Edithvale Community Centre.

2013 $10 Fine Silver Coin - 
Ducks of Canada - Wood duck

Niue 2012 $2 FENG SHUI KOI
Japanese Carp Fish 

1Oz Silver CoinRaj Makhijani displays his coins during the break

SOME NORTH YORK COIN CLUB MEMBERS AT THE R.C.N.A. 2013 CONVENTION BANQUET

Thanks to Dan Gosling and Henry Nienhuis for the pictures

Above, left to right: 
Norm Belsten, Dick Dunn, Paul Johnson and 
Henry Nienhuis and Paul Petch as 2014
Convention co-chairmen accept the convention
scissors from 2013 chairman Bruce Taylor.

Right: Jared Stapleton



SEPT. 21 - 22, London, Jeffrey Hoare
Auctions Numismatic & Military Sale No.
112, Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd. Held in
conjunction with the London Numismatic
Society annual show. For more information
contact Wendy A. Hoare, telephone 519-473-
7491, email jhoare@jeffreyhoare.on.ca. 
SEPT. 22, London, London 21st Annual
Coin Show, The Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd.
(off Hwy. 401). Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $2. Displays and dealers for coins,
medals, notes and tokens. For more informa-
tion contact London Numismatic Society, tele-
phone 519-472-9679.
SEPT. 29, Windsor, Essex County Coin
Show, Teutonia Club-Sports Hall, 55
Edinborough St. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission, freewill donation to Canadian
Diabetes Association. Free parking, show
features more than 20 tables of Canadian,
American, world coins and paper money,
tokens, supplies, military items, Mint products,
bullion, buying, selling, trading, and
browsing. For more information contact Dan
Jones, club president, telephone 1-519-733-
6296. 
OCT. 4 - 5, Toronto, Toronto Coin Expo,
The Bram & Bluma Appel Salon located at the
Toronto Reference Library, 2nd Floor, 789
Yonge St. Hours: Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Premium coin, banknote
and collectible show, more than 30 dealers in
attendance. Partnering with numismatic
auction house Geoffrey Bell Auctions. Auction
Oct. 4-5. Contact Jared Stapleton, email 
torontocoinexpo@gmail.com, telephone 
647-403-7334 for more information. Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca.
OCT. 5 - 6, North Bay, Coin and Stamp
Show, Voyager Inn, 123 Delaware Ave.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission.
Youth table, silent auction and exhibits and
displays. For more information contact John
Burns, email jlburns65@ontera.net. 

OCT. 19, Oshawa, Coin ARama, Five Points
Mall, 285 Taunton Rd E. at Ritson. Hours:
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and member-
ship draws and new hourly public draws, free
admission, featuring paper, coins, tokens,
medals and many other items. For more infor-
mation contact Sharon, telephone 905-728-
1352, email papman@bell.net. 
OCT. 19, Guelph, Guelph Fall Coin Show,
Colonel John McCrae Legion, 57 Watson
Parkway South, N1L 1E3. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Admission $3, under 16 free. Legendary
lunch counter, free draw for gold coin; coins,
banknotes, tokens, Canadian Tire money,
medals, books and supplies at more than 30
dealer tables; buy, sell, trade or evaluate.
Free level parking, fully accessible. For more
information contact Mike Hollingshead, tele-
phone 519-823-2646, email
cholling@uoguelph.ca. 
OCT. 20, Stratford, Stratford Coin Show,
Festival Inn, 1144 Ontario St. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Admission $2, under 16 free,
banknotes, tokens, coins books and supplies.
For more information contact Larry Walker,
telephone 519-271-3352, email
lswalker@cyg.net.
OCT. 26 - 27, Toronto, Torex - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto
On King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Canada’s
finest dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign
coins, paper money, hobby supplies and refer-
ence books; admission $7, under 16 free; offi-
cial auctioneer: Lower Canada Auction. For
more information telephone 416-705-5348.
Website: http://www.torex.net.
NOV. 1 - 3, Montreal, QC Nuphilex:
Canada’s Largest Coin and Stamp Show,
Holiday Inn Midtown, 420 Sherbrooke West.
Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $3 Fri. and Sat.,
Sun. free. More than 74 dealer tables of coins,
stamps, paper money, tokens, military medals,

jewelry and watches will be showcased. Come
buy, sell, trade or appraise your valuables.
Coin auction conducted by Lower Canada
Auction in the Gouverner Room. For more
information contact Gabriel, telephone 1-514-
842-4411, email nuphilex@bellnet.ca.
Website: http://www.nuphilex.com.
NOV. 2, Scarborough, 17th Annual
Scarborough Coin Show, Cedarbrook
Community Centre, 91 Eastpark Blvd. Hours:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission and draws,
refreshments will be available. For more infor-
mation contact Dick Dunn, email
cpms@idirect.com, or Scarborough Coin
Club, P.O. Box 562, Pickering, ON L1V 2R7.
NOV. 10, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Coin
Show, The Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Buy, sell and trade
at 40 tables of dealers featuring coins, medals,
tokens, paper money, books and supplies;
admission $1, juniors under 16 free when
accompanied by an adult; plenty of free
parking. For more information contact show
manager Colin Cutler, telephone 519-962-
2584, email ccutler@cogeco.ca. Website:
http://windsorcoinclub.com.
NOV. 16, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Coin
Club Coin Show, Our Lady of Peace Hall,
6944 Stanley Ave. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $2, free parking. For more infor-
mation contact Todd Hume, telephone 905-
871-2451.
DEC. 1, Brampton, Brampton Coin Show,
Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340
Vodden Rd. East. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Admission $3, under 14 free, and free parking.
Buy, sell, trade and appraisal at more than 40
tables. For more information contact Willard
Burton, telephone 905-450-2870, email
willardb@bwcoin.com.
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COMING EVENTS FOR FALL 2013

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin
News Coming Events

Alittle knowledge from days gone by : The assay commis-
sioners at Ottawa on June 27, 1913 reported to the Minister of
Finance the result of the “trial of the Ottawa pyx” for the year
1912. The assays and trials were made at the Ottawa Mint on May
6 of this year, and both gold and silver coinage were found to be

within the legal “remedy,” as to weight and fineness. Eighteen
pieces melted together weighed within fourteen one-hundred-thou-
sandths of an ounce to the standard. The silver coins, a package of
four fifty-cent pieces, twenty-four twenty-five cent, fourteen ten-cent
pieces, and eighteen five-cent pieces, melted into an ingot, weighed
within one-thousandth part of an ounce of the standard.



COIN HOARDS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC:
CCHR INTERNET COIN HOARDS DATA BASE

Coin hoards of the Roman Republic
Online (CHRR Online) is a database of
Roman Republican coin hoards mainly from
the period 155 BC to AD 2 on the Internet at
http://numismatics.org/chrr/. This database
began life as a personal research database
constructed by Kris Lockyear using a combi-
nation of published data and Michael
Crawford’s personal archive now housed in
the British Museum. The online database,
which utilises the Numishare application
developed by Ethan Gruber, is a joint project
between Kris Lockyear (Institute of
Archaeology, University College London) and
the American Numismatic Society. Project
coordination is provided by Rick Witschonke
of the ANS. 

CHRR Online is a Numishare tool and is
based on the well-defined, stable numismatic
identities and descriptors established by
the Nomisma project, described at
http://nomisma.org/.

Numishare is an open source suite of appli-
cations for managing digital cultural heritage
artifacts, with a particular focus on coins and
medals. It is developed and maintained by the
American Numismatic Society and employed
for its online collection. The adherence to
common library, archive and museum stan-
dards and best practices ensures the long-term
sustainability and curation of the data. The
code has evolved from the University of
Virginia Art Museum Numismatic Collection
website, produced by the University of
Virginia Library and hosted by the Scholars’
Lab. The project commenced in Fall 2007 and
the computer code was made public Summer
2009. Considerable work commenced, with
sponsorship from the Kittredge Numismatic
Foundation, to develop the software with
small-to-medium institutions, collectors, and
historical societies in mind. An administra-
tive interface was developed to create, edit,
and publish the data. The architecture is a
major departure from typical computer data
content management systems, enabling far
more sophisticated data models which allow
for the creation of an advanced public user
interface.

From the Original Author
With the launch of CHRR Online hosted by

the American Numismatic Society, I have been
asked to write a short piece on the background
to the database and where we may go with it in
the future. The database began as a part of a
master’s dissertation in 1988–9 (Lockyear
1989), and was then greatly expanded to form
the basis of my PhD (Lockyear 1996). Since
then it has been used as a teaching tool, then
further updated once more to provide the basis
of Patterns and Process. Since the publication
of that book, I have been adding to the database
sporadically, principally to provide data for
further analyses and papers. Quite a bit of the
data comes from Michael Crawford’s unpub-
lished archive now held in the British Museum,
the rest from published sources. As such,
CHRR is a personal research database. It was
never intended to be a publically available
resource database. The coverage of the database
is not comprehensive but reflects the aims for
which it was created. It was not intended to be
an updated version of Roman Republican Coin
Hoards (Crawford 1969). Nevertheless,
following publication of Patterns and Process,
Rick Witschonke of the ANS convinced me
that what I had created as a personal research
tool, would be of interest and use to others. 

The database has fairly good coverage of
hoards of denarii from c. 157 BC to the end of
the Republic, especially: hoards from Romania;
hoards from Italy; hoards from Spain and
Portugal, in particular from the end of the
second century BC. The database has some
coverage of: hoards of denarii from the early
Imperial period up to the issues of C. L.
Caesares and hoards of denarii from other
regions. The database is very weak for early
hoards prior to c. 157 BC and Non-denarius
hoards.

The database was created principally to
record the contents of hoards and very little
information was recorded about the circum-
stances of discovery and so forth. Even within
these broad generalisations, there may be some
surprising omissions. On the whole my aim
was to have “enough data” across the late
Republic to allow for meaningful analyses, and
as a result I have concentrated on hoards with
more than 30 coins. Some hoards have not
been fully input because there is an error in the
published listing that I haven’t been able to

correct. Some may have been omitted simply
because I have not spotted the reference or
have not been able to track it down. 

I would hope that scholars will approach
the database with a “glass half full” attitude, i.e.,
that having access to information about 694
coin hoards and the 115,000 coins they contain
is a benefit, rather than a “glass half empty”
response to all the things the database omits. 

The database is not static. Even since the
creation of the Online version, my “working”
copy has grown as I have been sent more infor-
mation, or come across new references. I would
be very grateful to scholars working in this
area for references or off-prints of material I
have missed. The intention is for the online
database to be updated sporadically, probably
about once a year. As those updates could
include, for example, the dropping of a coin list
for a newer corrected version, it is essential that
anyone using the database as the basis for a
publication to take note of the Version Number
given on the CHRR Online homepage and to
cite this in the bibliography. 

What of the future? Ideally, the database
would be expanded in two ways. Firstly, the
coverage should be made more comprehen-
sive, even if only at a summary level along the
lines of RRCH. Secondly, the circumstances of
discovery (i.e., the date of the find, whether or
not it was in a pot, associated finds etc.) should
be improved for all hoards, along the lines
proposed for two new hoard projects currently
starting-up in the UK (The British
Museum/University of Leicester project on
Romano-British hoards and the University of
Oxford project on Roman Imperial Coin
Hoards). Whether these ideal developments
can be met or not depends on the usual factors,
but I hope that scholars will find my personal
research database a useful resource for their
own studies, and I welcome any comments,
corrections, additional data, references etc. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Michael
Crawford for sharing his archive, the staff of the
British Museum past and present for facili-
tating access to the archive, Rick Witschonke
and Andrew Meadows for their support and
facilitating the online version, and Ethan for
converting my relational database into the
online version, and creating such a powerful
website. 

Kris Lockyear, 26th July 2013
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Numishare has been developed by the American Numismatic Society since January 2011. The Roman Republican coin data served by
Nomisma has been supplied by the British Museum’s Roman Republican Coinage project at
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/publications/online_research_catalogues/rrc/roman_republican_coins/roman_republican_coinage.aspx
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The Bank of England responded
to public preasure on Wednesday,
July 24 by designating Jane Austen
as the new face of the 10-pound
note, thereby bowing to public
outrage over the possibility that only
male historical figures would be
represented on British currency.

The Austen note will appear
starting in 2017; a year after the
portrait of 19th century prison
reformer Elizabeth Fry is to be
phased out from the five-pound
note. The announcement in April
that Fry would be replaced by
wartime leader Winston Churchill,
thus eliminating any women from
Britain’s past on its bank notes,
sparked protests and an online peti-
tion that drew more than 30,000
signatures. Austen will be only the
third such woman to grace a
banknote, following Fry and nursing
pioneer Florence Nightingale. Her
face will replace Charles Darwin’s.

“We’ve listened, and we fully
understand the concerns that were raised by
many people,” said Mark Carney, the new
governor of the Bank of England, who took
up the post three weeks ago. “We believe that
our notes should celebrate the full diversity of
British historical figures and their contribu-
tions in a wide range of fields. We’re very
certain that she will prove a popular choice,”
he said of the author who penned Pride and
Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility among
others.

Caroline Criado-Perez, a freelance jour-
nalist who led the drive for women’s represen-
tation on bank notes, said she was “absolutely
delighted” with Carney’s decision, which he
announced at a news conference at Austen’s
home in Hampshire, now a museum. She is
particularly pleased that Carney has promised
a review of how the bank chooses the people
who appear on its bills. Carney pledged to
revisit the criteria and to make the selection
process more transparent. “If we want to stop
having basically white men running every-
thing and being chosen for everything, then
the process by which we value things and
choose things needs to be changed.”

Criado-Perez had led a group of
campaigners dressed up as the suffragist
Emmeline Pankhurst, the novelist George
Eliot (born Mary Ann Evans) and the Celtic
warrior queen Boadicea, who fought Roman
invaders in A.D. 60. Ms. Criado-Perez, 29,
hand-delivered more than 35,000 signatures
supporting her cause to the bank’s doorstep
in London and collected nearly $20,000 in
donations to mount a legal challenge should
the “men of the bank” (there are no women
on the nine-member committee that sets
interest rates) ignore the 2010 Equality Act
obliging public institutions to keep in mind
the goal of gender equality in all matters
that they decide. Surely, Ms. Criado-Perez
argued, there were enough women of note in
British history to find at least one more?

A prototype of the bill shows the silhou-
ette of a writing desk and a drawing of the
house where Austen’s brother lived, which
is believed to have been an inspiration for
places in some of her novels. The writer’s
portrait is based on a sketch by her sister, and
below her gently smiling face is a quote
from “Pride and Prejudice”: “I declare after
all there is no enjoyment like reading.”

An Ugly Countercampaign
Unfortunately, a countercampaign of

online harassment, including threats of rape
and death, against several of the high-profile
women, who lobbied for a female presence
on the 10-pound note, turned so nasty that
Twitter took steps in early August to tighten
its global policy on reporting abuse.

The departing governor of the bank,
Mervyn A. King, fond of pointing out that
one woman, the queen, is on the back of
every bill and coin, appeared to have little
time for the debate. But in July he was
replaced by a Canada’s own Mark J. Carney,
the first non-Briton to run the bank in its 319-
year history. Mr. Carney seized the opportu-
nity to make a gesture.

At the July 24 announcement Carney
had said that it was always bank’s intention
to include another woman among the histor-
ical figures on the bank notes, and he
announced that Austen would appear on
future £10 notes. He also vowed to review
the whole process of choosing historical
figures for the notes.

JANE AUSTEN TO BE FEATURED ON BRITAIN’S 10-POUND NOTE

PROMPTS DISCUSSION AND THREATS

Mark J. Carney, the governor of the Bank of England, with a design for a £10 note featuring 
the author Jane Austen. The campaign for the bill was faced with a countercampaign of harassment



But that same day
on Twitter a trickle of
abuse grew into a
shower of crude rape
and death threats
against Ms. Criado-
Perez at a rate of
nearly one per minute.
Several other women,
from members of the
public to members of
Parliament, have also
been the targets of
Twitter attacks. Three
female journalists
received bomb threats.

So far, two men,
ages 21 and 25, have
been arrested in
connection with the
harassment. Scotland
Yard’s electronic-
crime unit is investi-
gating the Twitter
attacks involving mostly anonymous
Internet users, so-called trolls.

What is perhaps most striking about the
reaction, said Caitlin Moran, a columnist for
the Times of London and the author of the
witty 2011 feminist manifesto “How to Be
a Woman,” is how little it took to set it off.
“If even a small thing like this, a nice middle-
class debate about putting Jane Austen’s
picture on the opposite side of a bank note
from the queen, causes a storm of abuse like
this, what will happen when we get to the
bigger issues?”

T w i t t e r ,
under pressure
after receiving an
online petition
with at least
124,000 signa-
tures, announced
Saturday on its
site that it was
introducing a
new one-click
button to report
abuse on every
post. The new
feature will help
users navigate
their way to an
online form. The
company also

pledged to dedicate more staff members to
identifying abusive posts and is updating its
rules, stating explicitly that it will not tolerate
abuse.

Mr. Carney and his colleagues at the
Bank of England may be relieved to find
that the attention of equality campaigners
has for now shifted the focus away from the
still overwhelmingly male world of finance.

If the bank note campaign was about
stopping women from being “airbrushed”
out of history, in banking “you don’t need an
airbrush,” said Niall Ferguson, the economic

historian and Harvard
professor, in an e-
mail. In the 19th
century, he pointed
out, female members
of the powerful
Rothschild banking
family were never
allowed to look at the
books, much less play
a part in managing the
family firm.

Even today, only
6 percent of central
bankers are women,
Mr. Ferguson said. To
be sure, as the debate
in Washington surges
around the candidacy
of Janet Yellen to lead
the Federal Reserve,
there has never been a
female governor of
the Bank of England,

nicknamed nevertheless “The Old Lady of
Threadneedle Street.”

But few could have foreseen that Austen,
a writer perhaps best known for her musings
on 19th-century romance, might inadver-
tently become a feminist symbol. “She has
a wide popular and a varied political appeal,”
said Devoney Looser, a professor of English
at Arizona State University and an Austen
specialist. “Unlike someone like Emmeline
Pankhurst, it’s more difficult to slot Austen
politically. She’s embraced by conservatives
and progressives both.”
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A handout copy made available by the Bank of England in London 
on Wednesday  July 24, 2013 shows the planned 10-pound note that is to feature 

author Jane Austen.
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from Jane Austen To
Grace Britain’s 10-
Pound Note from the
Los Angeles Times
July 24, 2013 by
Henry Chu
and Bid to Honor
Austen Is Not
Universally
Acknowledged from
the New York Times
August 4, 2013 by
Katrin Bennhold
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Toronto, Ontario – September 9, 2013 –
In the heart of the city that inspired
Metropolis, the famous backdrop against
which the story of Superman™ has been
told since 1938, the Royal Canadian Mint
has released seven exciting new coins to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
world’s most celebrated Super Hero. Co-
created by Canadian Joe Shuster and his
American collaborator Jerry Siegel, the
Man of Steel is now honoured on collector
coins which were unveiled today at
Toronto’s Yonge-Dundas Square by
Canada’s Citizenship and Immigration
Minister Chris Alexander and Mr. Ian E.
Bennett, President and CEO of the Royal
Canadian Mint.

“The generations of young people who
grew up reading Superman comics may
not have fully appreciated the story behind
them,” said Minister Alexander. “Our
government celebrates Canada’s history
and heritage and the very values and
strengths that Superman embodies.”

“Seventy-five years after Superman’s
introduction to the world, Mint employees
are proud to honour Superman’s legacy by
producing a special series of gold, silver
and cupro-nickel collector coins for
Canadians and collectors alike to treasure
for years to come,” said Mr. Bennett. “The
Man of Steel inspired legions of popular
comic book heroes, but only Superman
has been immortalized on Canadian coins,
which feature bold innovations and superb
craftsmanship.”

“Superman is the most iconic Super
Hero with legions of fans around the
world that span multiple generations,”
said Karen McTier, Executive Vice
President, Domestic Licensing and
Worldwide Marketing, Warner Bros.
Consumer Products. “We’re thrilled to
partner with DC Entertainment to offer
the Royal Canadian Mint the ultimate DC
Comics Super Hero in this honorable
collection that embodies the world of
Superman.” 

ROYAL CANADIAN MINT RELEASES COLLECTOR COINS FOR THE
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF SUPERMANTM

From left to right: Royal Canadian Mint President and CEO Ian E. Bennett and 
Canada’s Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Chris Alexander 

unveiled a new series of collector coins on September 9, 2013, at Toronto’s 
Yonge-Dundas Square, to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the co-creation of 
Superman by Canadian Joe Shuster and his American collaborator Jerry Siegel.

This story appeared as part of a
Royal Canadian Mint 
advertisement in the Toronto Star
for Saturday, September 14 ...

Arie Yark was 12 years old when he was
introduced to Superman, by way of discarded
magazines bearing the hero’s image strewn in
the streets of ‘post-war Rotterdam. “We didn’t
have anything like that in the Netherlands,”
says Yark, now 78 and living in Etobicoke. “I
was a fan from day one.”

It was around that time that Yark was also
introduced to what has become a lifelong
hobby—coin collecting. And it’s the marriage
of the superhero and the coins that brought
Yark to the unveiling of the Royal Canadian
Mint’s 75 Years of Superman collection in
Toronto on Monday, against the backdrop of
the bustling city that inspired the superhero’s
story.

“They really put an emphasis on the
quality of the coins, the packaging of the coins,
the advertising of the coins,” Yark says of the
Mint. “It’s a world-renowned institution.

Yark was one of many coin collectors,
Superman fans, and interested observers who
watched excitedly as President and CEO of
the Royal Canadian Mint Ian E. Bennett and
Canada’s Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration Chris Alexander pulled back the
velvet curtain at Yonge-Dundas Square to
reveal the seven-coin collection.

Each coin celebrates a different incarna-
tion of Superman—starting with his first
appearance in 1938—and is engraved with a
special message in Kryptonian, Superman’s
native language.

Some of the coins also feature ground-
breaking technology—something the Mint
has become renowned for. The fine silver

NYCC MEMBER ARIE YARK AT THE UNVEILING EVENT



75th Anniversary Of SupermanTM

Commemorative Coins
After capturing the imagination of the world for more than seven

decades, the story of Superman is being celebrated on seven exciting
collector coins produced by the Royal Canadian Mint. From his early
years to the modern day, every dimension of Superman on his 75th
anniversary is reflected on these spectacular collectibles in gold, silver
and cupro-nickel. 

In a clever design innovation, the Mint has added Kryptonian
engraving, which reads “75 years of Superman” to the edge of the
reverse design of several of the coins. As well, each coin is packaged
in a distinctly illustrated beauty box featuring the most memorable
sights and symbols of the Man of Steel.

2013 $75 14kt Gold Coin:
The Early Years

To craft the world’s first gold coin depicting Superman, the Mint
has chosen a $75 face value, 14KT gold coin featuring a full colour
image of the DC Comics Super Hero soaring over Metropolis as his
Canadian-born co-creator, Joe Shuster, pictured him on the cover of
the Superman No. 1 comic book. That legendary image is framed by
a meticulously engraved rendering of Superman’s crystalline Fortress
of Solitude, whose three contrasting finishes add an impressive level
of dimension to this exclusive collectible  limited to a world-wide
mintage of 2,000. 

2013 $10 Fine Silver Coin: Vintage

Another classic image is captured
on a 99.99% pure, $10 face value
silver coin featuring Superman
breaking out of chains as he
defeats another legion of villains.
This vintage portrait of the
Superman legend is beautifully
engraved on a coin limited to
15,000. 
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Superman & Metropolis coin is the first in the world to ever feature
an achromatic hologram—a three-dimensional image created with
nanotechnology-based imaging.

It’s the reaction of collectors and fans like Yark that had Bennett
smiling after he and Alexander unveiled the coins. “The people you
talk to are excited about it,” says Bennett. “They love this stuff.”

The strong loyalty to Superman by fans of all ages is why Bennett
and the team at the Mint decided the 75th anniversary of the Superhero
was important to immortalize on coins.

“My six-year-old grandson was at our place for a sleepover,
wearing a Superman cape and running around the house,” Bennett
recalls. “To see that image of Superman click over generation after
generation, and the staying power of the image, is truly remarkable.
Six-year-olds like this stuff and sixty-year-olds do too.”

What many fans don’t ‘know about the iconic superhero is that his
story has a Canadian connection and part of his heritage lies just a few
blocks from.” where Monday’s event was held. Superman’s co-creator
was Joe Shuster, a Canadian who grew up in Toronto on Oxford,
Bathurst and Borden Streets. He drew inspiration for Clark Kent’s day
job at the Daily Planet from the Toronto Daily Star—the former name
of the Toronto Star, where Shuster had his first job working as a
paperboy.

“I think [it’s important] to draw home the point that the first person
who drew Superman was a Canadian,” Bennett says. “He drew his
inspiration from this very city and [the Toronto Star]. And people didn’t
know that.”

For Mint Product Manager Jamie Desrochers, learning more about
Superman’s Canadian heritage and creators Shuster and Siegel was part
of what he found so interesting about working on the collection.
Desrochers himself has been a huge fan of the superhero since he was
a child, making this project especially exciting to work on. “I’ve been
a fan since I was about 14, when I started collecting comics,” he says.
“It was a dream project for me. It’s always fun to work on something
you’re passionate about.”

As a fan of the comics, it was important for Desrochers to achieve
authenticity with the coins. “I felt we needed to have a range of
different eras of Superman because he represents different things to
different people,” Desrochers explains. “You’ll speak to people that
were fans in the ’40s and ’50s and they have a completely different
view of what Superman is today and yet it’s the same character, the
same attributes, the same sort of idea but he’s evolved over time.”

The process of creating the Superman collection took about a
year-and-a-half—a time Desrochers calls the high point of his career
thus far. “After a year-and-a-half of living and breathing this and now
it’s happening, it’s a little surreal,” Desrochers says. “I’ll be curious
to see what fans have to say about [the coins].”

Norman Antonio has nothing but praise. The 41-year-old has been
a fan for about 35 years and as a former Toronto Star employee, he was
inspired by the connection between- the city, the newspaper and his
favourite Superhero. Dressed in Superman’s complete getup at the
event—from the, red boots to the belt to the cape—Antonio was
thrilled with the coins. “I gotta have them! I’m not sure about the $750
coin—I’ll have to work overtime for it,” Antonio laughs. “As a
Superman fan, I can’t pick and choose. I’ve got to have all of them.”
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2013 $15 Fine Silver Coin: Modern Day

This tribute to today’s Superman features the most contemporary
image of the famed DC Comics Super Hero. Again, a full colour image
of the Man of Steel leaps from the flawless background of a proof silver
coin and evokes the thrilling action of Superman in full flight. This
99.99% pure silver coin is packaged in a beauty box adorned by a
classic image of his alter ego Clark Kent and the unmistakable 
“S-Shield” and is limited to a world-wide mintage of 15,000.

2013 $20 Fine Silver Coin: Man Of Steel

The iconic cover of Superman No. 204 shows a Jim Lee illustra-
tion of the Super Hero standing guard over Metropolis in vivid colour
on a 99.99% pure silver coin. Superman’s chiseled physique and
flowing red cape are enhanced by the application of colour over an
engraved relief of this modern-day image with a $20 face value and
world-wide mintage of only 10,000 pieces.

2013 Cupro-Nickel Coin And Stamp Set: Then And Now

The iconic cover art of Superman No. 1 also appears on a 50-cent cupro-nickel coin whose theme of “Then and Now” is brought to life
by the addition of lenticular image technology. Packaged with a Canada Post stamp commemorative also featuring Superman No. 1, this coin
shifts from Joe Shuster’s original design to a modern interpretation of the same pose by celebrated Superman artist and DC Entertainment’s
Co-Publisher Jim Lee. This unique coin and stamp set coin is being produced on demand.
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2013 $20 Fine Silver Coin: The Shield

No numismatic tribute to Superman would be complete without a coin boldly displaying Superman’s iconic “S-Shield”. The Mint has achieved
this by rendering that universally recognized symbol in vibrant yellow and red enamel virtually floating over the mirror-like field of a proof-
finish 99.99% pure silver coin. The diamond-shaped shield with its stylized “S”, which Superman’s co-creators adopted in the 1940’s, remains
the unmistakable signature of Superman, which can be found on only 10,000 of these $20 face value fine silver coins.

2013 $20 Fine Silver Coin:Metropolis

The celebration of modern-day Superman is anchored by yet another Royal Canadian Mint innovation; the world’s first coin to feature an
achromatic hologram. The Mint has taken a technology first developed for passports and other high security documents to new heights to give
a flat surface the amazing look of a fully engraved, 3-D image. Set against a conventional hologram showing the Daily Planet building and
the Metropolis skyline, the achromatic hologram of Superman flying over Metropolis creates the otherworldly impression that he is flying out
of the coin. That sensational effect is created on a 99.99% pure silver coin with a $20 face value, of which only 10,000 examples are avail-
able. 
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Under this title, The Numismatist
of September, 1913 reprinted this
article that originally appeared in
the New York Tribune:

Theodore Reinach, according to a dispatch
from Rome, dated July 30, has made some
very interesting discoveries as a result of ten
years’constant study of the coins of Nikopolis,
the capital of Little Armenia, whose last King,
Aristobulos, was the husband of the famous
Salome, whose dancing cost John the Baptist
his head. Reinach, through a new interpreta-
tion of the coins, has found it possible to clear
up unknown particulars of the life of
Aristobulos and of Salome, and at the same
time the savant gives a complete description
of the personal appearance of the dancing girl,
supported by conclusive facts pieced together
by great labor and patience. She must have
been of really bewitching beauty. Her nose
was straight, her forehead high and her bust,
compared with the circumference of her hips
was unusually full and large.

Her husband was, on the contrary, quite
homely. His face reveals signs of dullness of
mind and brutality, says Reinach. An accurate
study of the dates of the coins proves that
when Salome made her famous dance before
her father, Herod, she must have been a child
of only about eleven years, but girls of that age
were often wives during the time of Herod and
Aristobulos.

Backgrounder: 
A New Portrait of Salome
by David Flusser (1917-2000)
Originally published April, 1999

A coin minted in 56-57 C.E. bears the
portrait of Salome, daughter of Herodias,
the infamous wife of Herod Antipas. Only
two copies of this coin, both quite worn,
have been published to date. Recently,
however, a third copy has come to light—
with a near perfect image of Salome! 

Salome’s image has been obscured and
marred due to the personas created for her by
writers of the past 150 years. Salome is
famous for the part she played in the execu-
tion of John the Baptist. Since 1863, she has

been depicted in books and films as morally
depraved. Diligent research reveals,
however, that the real Salome is much
different than popular portrayals.

The paradoxes begin with the fact that
her name does not appear in the Gospels. We
know her name from Josephus’ account of
the story (Antiq. 18:136-137) and from the
coin that bears her portrait—incidentally,
hers is the only portrait of a person
mentioned in the Gospels. Another paradox
is the distortion of her story in modern liter-
ature and art. 

The Salome Story through the
Pens of Matthew and Mark

Herod Antipas saw in John the Baptist
and his movement a potential threat to his
rule. In order to eliminate the threat, John
“was brought in chains to Machaerus
[Antipas’ fortress on the eastern side of the
Dead Sea]…and put to death there” (Antiq.
18:119). Matthew 14:3-12 and Mark 6:17-29
provide additional details of John’s execu-
tion. Although Mark influences Matthew,
the Matthean report also contains informa-
tion obtained from another, better source.
Mark 6:17 mistakenly identifies the first
husband of Herodias, Salome’s father, as
Philip. Perhaps the error arose from the fact
that Philip was the name of Salome’s first
husband.

ANCIENT COINS SHOW SALOME A BEWITCHING BEAUTY

A coin of the kingdom of Lesser Armenia, minted in 56-57 C.E. The bust of King Aristobulus,
son of Herod of Chalcis and second husband of Salome, adorns the obverse of the coin. The

king wears a diadem on his head. The Greek inscription reads, Basileos Aristoboulou Et
G[amma], ([a coin] of King Aristobulus, Year 3. On the reverse of the coin is the bust of Queen

Salome. Also crowned with a diadem, the queen is encircled by an inscription that reads,
Basilisses Salomes, [a coin] of Queen Salome.

An artistic depiction of Salome at age 39-40
by Helen Twena based on the coin

A second coin of Aristobulus, minted in 70-71
C.E. in Lesser Armenia. Here we see the bust of
an older king. The inscription reads, Basileos

Aristoboulou Et l[ota] Z[eta], 
[a coin] of King Aristobulus, Year 17. 

[Abraham Sofaer Collection, Palo Alto, California]
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