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THE BULLETIN FOR AUGUST 2013
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome members of the North York
Coin Club and others with numismatic interests who are receiving this bulletin. This
seems to be the summer that the three H’s
have left us alone. The heat, humidity and
haze of so many of the summers here in
Southern Ontario have been on the run. But
that’s okay with me as this is perfect weather
to get out and enjoy. Whether it’s to
Winnipeg to attend the R.C.N.A.
Convention or just down the road to Paris to
attend S.W.O.N. each show you attend might
be the one where you find that piece you
have been searching so long and hard for. So,
please do get out and support the hobby and
the friendships that develop within the
numismatic community.
This upcoming year is going to be very
busy for the Club, with an interesting line up
of speakers for your enjoyment, and we are
now the host club for the next R.C.N.A.
Convention in August 2014. This is the time
for our club to step up and show the numismatic community how to hold a convention.
This process will begin on September
10th when the executive meeting will be
taking place at Edithvale Community
Centre. We ask all members who would like
to volunteer to help the club host this
convention to come out and join us. These
meetings will be held the second Tuesday
every month until the convention August
12-16th 2014, except December. So please
come out and help the club host this event
and hopefully we can become a strong team
that is very successful. There has been some
progress in planning that we will be going

Please Remember the Executive Meeting
on Tuesday September 10 in the
Board Room at Edithvale ... we have NYCC
and 2014 Convention business to discuss.
Looking ahead to our September meeting,
it is on the 2nd floor in the Gibson Room.

over as well as your opportunity to help
guide us in some decision-making.
In the meantime, it is still summer and
there are still plenty of shows in the area to
attend. You can head up to the Brampton
Coin Show for the show on September 8th, or
over to Cambridge for the TL Coin Show on
September 14-15. If a two day auction and
show are more your speed, I suggest you
should head down the 401 to London for
September 21–22 for the Jeffrey Hoare
Auctions and the London 21st Annual Coin
Show. For the news and information
regarding numismatics in the Southern
Ontario region check the coming events
page or consult our web page and follow the
links. Better yet subscribe to a numismatic
publication and join the O.N.A. and
R.C.N.A.
As usual the club’s executive thank all
the members for supporting the club and I
once again appeal to members for donations
for either the auction or draw prizes
So that’s it for me. It’s BBQ and party
time as long as the weather holds out
because before you know it we will be shovelling snow and scraping the ice off our
windshields again.
Until our regular meeting on the 27th,
Godspeed and enjoy life!
Bill O’Brien

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room at the east end of the first floor
at the Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Even though the Winnipeg travellers
have been back for over a month now,
our August meeting will be the first
chance for us to get together to remember
all the events and happenings at a very
friendly and successful 2014 R.C.N.A.
Convention. Henry Nienhuis was our
delegate and he has lots of pictures and
news to share at this meeting.
There were four days of activities
from interesting talks at the Wednesday
Symposium, a walk-around tour on the
production floor of the Winnipeg Mint,
tours, meetings, banquet and bourse. Join
us to hear all about it.

This is one of our laid-back summer
gatherings where we invite lots of
member participation, so bring along a
small display or just a story to share at the
meeting.
We hope to see you there!
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
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NEWS OF THE JULY 2013 MEETING
st

The 591 meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, July 23, 2013 in the
1st floor Banquet Room at the Edithvale
Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. The
meeting was hammered to order at 7:30 p.m.
with our President, Bill O’Brien, in the chair;
there were 17 members and 1 guest in
attendance.
Our on-time attendance draw was the first
order of business. Member Richard Duquette
was present when his name was drawn to
receive the prize of $4.00. The draw will reset
to $2.00 for the August meeting.
Bill asked the members present if they
had noticed any errors or omissions in the
minutes of the June meeting as published in
the July newsletter. With no changes being
identified, Norman G. Gordon made a motion
to accept the minutes with Vince Chiappino
seconding. Motion carried.
Ben Boelens, our treasurer, then gave a
brief report on the club’s financial status.
Bill then took some time to comment on
current news items. First, he reminded the
members that the annual R.C.N.A. convention
was about to start (July 24–27) in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. This is why a number of members
were absent from the meeting includingNorm Belsten, Nick Cowan, Rick Craig, Dick
Dunn, Paul Johnson, Len Kuenzig, Henry
Nienhuis, Paul Petch and Jared Stapleton.
Secondly, Bill informed the meeting that
regretfully it became necessary to cancel our
scheduled Hobby Show for September
because another party had booked the community centre’s Banquet Room before Paul was
able to do so. Lastly, Bill mentioned that he
had picked up the Edithvale permits for the
first half of our 2013–2014 season. He did
mention that he had noticed an administrative
error on the permit that he would ask Paul
Petch, our liaison, to follow-up with on his
return from the R.C.N.A. convention.
The evening being dedicated to show-andtell, Bill asked which members brought items
with them.
Ben Boelens brought along a sleeper coin
from his collection. In 2006 he and his wife
had travelled to Thailand. While visiting a
refugee village near Chiang Mai, in the opium
district often referred to as the Golden Triangle
near the border with Burma (Myanmar), he
purchased 15 silver coins from a number of

countries- South Africa, Indo China, China,
Mexico, America and the one he brought with
him, an 1874 Japanese Yen. When he returned
from vacation he placed his purchases in his
collection to study on a later date. Last year he
began cataloguing and repackaging his coins.
When he came to the Yen he discovered that
it was from the 7th year of the Meiji dynasty
struck under Emperor Mutsuhito and
according to Krause it lists at $1,300.00 in VF
condition! What a find indeed!

David Bawcutt brought along a
“Northlander Last Run” medal. David found
out that Jeff Fournier produced the medal last
year to commemorate the last run of the
Northlander train that ran between Cochrane
and Toronto for over 100 years. The Province
of Ontario cancelled the service with the last
run taking place in September of 2012. The
38mm medal has an image of the Northlander
train and the legend “Northlander Last Run,
September 28, 2012” on the obverse and a
gateway with the legend “Gateway of the

North, City of North Bay” on the reverse.
There were 250 in antiqued silver plate finish
ordered from a company in Vancouver but
they were actually manufactured in China.
Raj Makhijani passed around a set of 25cent circulating coins commemorating Laura
Secord. The 10-pack set was produced by the
RCM and sold at face. It consisted of 2
Pliofilm cards each containing 5 coins. One
card contained regular coins and the second
colourized coins.
After the refreshment break the meeting
resumed.
The last portion of the meeting was
devoted to the customary lucky draws and
auction. The auction continued the featured
items from the library of Mrs. May Bunnett
donated to the club from her estate. Lucky
draw winners for the evening were: Raj
Makhijani (2), Barry, Bill O’Brien, Ben
Boelens, David Bawcutt (2), Phillip Simms,
Franco Farronato (4), Vince Chiappino, and
Arie Yark. The club earned $15.00 through the
sale of the draw tickets! The lucky draws were
intermixed throughout the evening’s auction,
called by our auctioneer David Quinlan and
volunteer runner Vince Chiappino. Our
auction manager, David Bawcutt, reported
that receipts from the auction added $29.35
(which includes $24.00 received for the
featured items) to the club coffers.
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.
The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize donations. We would like to thank Raj Makhijani
for his kind donation of a Pliofilm set of 25cent Laura Secord commemorative coins.
Please consider supporting your club through
a donation of numismatic material or other
items. (Don’t forget to mention your donations
to the club secretary so that your support can
be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
As a reminder, the next regular club
meeting will be held on August 27, 2013, in
the first floor Banquet Room of the Edithvale
Community Centre.
Your secretary sends a thank you to both
Bill O’Brien and Ben Boelens for their help in
taking notes in his absence at the July meeting
and making these minutes possible.
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ANNOUNCING THE BOOK AUCTION AT THE AUGUST MEETING
Donated to the Club from the Library of Ken and May Bunnett
Glass Weights and Vessel Stamps by Paul Balog. American Numismatic Society, 1976.
Hardcover, no dust jacket. 8.4x10.9 inches. This interesting and specialised book offers a study
of arabic glass coin weights. Some were used as tokens, others as a means of testing the weight
of circulating coins on a scale. Like new, 332 pages plus 55 pages of plates. (Est. $15-$50)
Silver and Nickel Dollars of Canada : 1911 to Date by Stephan E. Dushnick. Brooks Publishing
Company, New York, 1978. Hardcover with dust jacket. A detailed year-by-year look at the silver
and nickel dollars of Canada for the period covered. Includes notes on the design elements and
technical specifications of each coin as well as other historical data. Should be in every Canadian
collector’s library. 171 pages, illustrated. (Est. $4-$15)
The Royal Canadian Mint and Canadian Coinage : Striking Impressions by James A. Haxby.
Royal Canadian Mint, Ottawa, 1986. Second Edition. Softcover. A detailed history of the Mint’s
operations and an outline of Canadian coinage from the period of the French Regime through to
the period since Canada’s branch of the Royal Mint opened in Ottawa, Ontario in 1908. The facility
was later renamed the Royal Canadian Mint in 1931. 289 pages with many illustrations.
(Est. $3-$12)
J.E. Charlton : Coinman to Canadians by H. Don Allen. Charlton Press, Toronto, 2001.
Softcover. An outstanding biography of one of Canada’s pre-eminent 20th century numismatic
personalities. As a pioneering numismatic dealer and author, James Charlton was responsible for
popularizing coin-collecting in Canada from the 1950s onwards. Later he would become President
and Honorary President of the Canadian Numismatic Association among other distinctions. This
text includes a history of numismatics andnumismatists for the period covered. The anecdotal recollections of the author provide biographical details on many of Canada’s finest numismatists as well
as information concerning rare Canadian coins and paper money. Signed by J.E.Charlton on the
title page. Discard fromthe Bank of Canada. 192 pages with illustrations. (Est. $10-$20)
My 2 Cents Worth by Jack Veffer. Coiners Press, Willowdale, 1991. Softcover. A frank
overview of numismatics in Canada and around the world based upon the author’s experiences
over 30 years, covering practically every aspect of this subject, with anecdotal and often humorous
insights into famous and/or important numismatic personalities, with an emphasis on those who
contributed to the development of Canadian numismatics over the past 130 years. The author was
President of the Canadian Numismatic Association (1979 -1981) and a NYCC member. 353 pages
with many illustrations. (Est. $10-$15)

THE NORTHLANDER
The Northlander was used by many
people who had to travel to and from
Cochrane and to all points in between. For
the people in smaller centres such as Earlton,

Englehardt, Cobalt, Newliskeard, etc. the
train was often the preferred method of
travel—especially for those travelling South
for medical treatments.
Back in 1977 when the modern day
Northlander train made its inaugural run, a
commemorative medal was produced (in
aluminum and white metal). I had
hoped that one would be produced
for the last run of the Northlander,
but when nothing materialized, I
gave it a go myself.
They were sold at the North Bay
Museum, the Chamber of Commerce -

Tourist Information Centre and were also
purchased by the Ontario Northland
Railway for sale to their employees.
One last thing—Ontario Northlander has
its head office here in North Bay—which is
why the gateway to the North is featured on
the reverse of the medal.
About 35 of the medals remain and can
be purchased from me for $22 postpaid at:
Jeff Fournier
1205 Fisher St.
P.O. Box 22004
North Bay ON P1B 5P9

You can get the full story about the Northlander’s last run at the following Internet link:
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2012/09/28/ontarios_northlander_train_makes_its_final_run.html
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COMING EVENTS FOR SUMMER & FALL 2013
AUG. 25, Woodstock, Woodstock Coin Club
Annual Coin Show, Woodstock Community
Centre, Goff Hall, 382 Finckle St., north of
Highway 401. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission $1, hourly draws, and 25 dealers.
For more information contact John Tuffnail,
telephone 519-537-5914.
SEPT. 8, Brampton, Brampton Coin Show,
Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340
Vodden Rd. East. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Admission $3, under 14 free, and free parking.
Buy, sell, trade and appraisal at more than 40
tables. For more information contact Willard
Burton, telephone 905-450-2870, email
willardb@bwcoin.com.
SEPT. 14 - 15, Cambridge, TL Coin Show,
Cambridge Hotel & Conference Centre, 700
Hespeler Rd. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free parking. Fore
more information contact Linda Robinson,
telephone
289-235-9288,
email
lindarobinson@cogeco.ca, or Tom Kennedy,
telephone 519-271-8825.
SEPT. 21 - 22, London, Jeffrey Hoare
Auctions Numismatic & Military Sale No.
112, Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd. Held in
conjunction with the London Numismatic
Society annual show. For more information
contact Wendy A. Hoare, telephone 519-4737491, email jhoare@jeffreyhoare.on.ca.

SEPT. 22, London, London 21st Annual telephone 647-403-7334. Website:
Coin Show, The Ramada Inn, 817 Exeter Rd. http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca.
(off Hwy. 401). Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. OCT. 5 - 6, North Bay, Coin and Stamp
Admission $2. Displays and dealers for coins, Show, Voyager Inn, 123 Delaware Ave.
medals, notes and tokens. For more informa- Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission.
tion contact London Numismatic Society, tele- Youth table, silent auction and exhibits and
phone 519-472-9679.
displays. For more information contact John
SEPT. 29, Windsor, Essex County Coin Burns, email jlburns65@ontera.net.
Show, Teutonia Club-Sports Hall, 55 OCT. 19, Oshawa, Coin ARama, Five Points
Edinborough St. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mall, 285 Taunton Rd E. at Ritson. Hours:
Admission, freewill donation to Canadian 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and memberDiabetes Association. Free parking, show ship draws and new hourly public draws, free
features more than 20 tables of Canadian, admission, featuring paper, coins, tokens,
American, world coins and paper money, medals and many other items. For more infortokens, supplies, military items, Mint products, mation contact Sharon, telephone 905-728bullion, buying, selling, trading, and 1352, email papman@bell.net.
browsing. For more information contact Dan OCT. 19, Guelph, Guelph Fall Coin Show,
Jones, club president, telephone 1-519-733- Colonel John McCrae Legion, 57 Watson
6296.
Parkway South, N1L 1E3. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4
OCT. 4 - 5, Toronto, Toronto Coin Expo, p.m. Admission $3, under 16 free. Legendary
The Bram & Bluma Appel Salon located at the lunch counter, free draw for gold coin; coins,
Toronto Reference Library, 2nd Floor, 789 banknotes, tokens, Canadian Tire money,
Yonge St. Hours: Fri. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat. medals, books and supplies at more than 30
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Premium coin, banknote dealer tables; buy, sell, trade or evaluate.
and collectible show, more than 30 dealers in Free level parking, fully accessible. For more
attendance. Partnering with numismatic information contact Mike Hollingshead, teleauction house Geoffrey Bell Auctions. Auction phone
519-823-2646,
email
Oct. 4-5. For more information contact Jared cholling@uoguelph.ca.
Stapleton, email torontocoinexpo@gmail.com,
Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

SEVEN OLYMPIANS TO WIN GOLD MEDALS
MADE WITH METEORITE FRAGMENTS
An Olympic gold medal is already a
difficult, rare item to attain. And next year,
winter Olympians will have an opportunity
to win a gold medal that’s even more rare.
Come February, the seven finalists standing
on the tallest part of the podium in Sochi,
Russia will be awarded medals made of gold
and metal from outer space.
Earlier this year, a meteor the size of a
bus slammed into the Russian city of
Chelyabinsk with the force of 20 atom
bombs, generating much spectacular
dashcam footage on YouTube. Fragments
of that meteorite have been harvested and
will be machined into the medals themselves, creating a gold and chondrite disc
that only a handful of people on the Earth
will ever wear around their necks. “We will

hand out [the special] medals to all the
athletes who will win gold on that day,” said
Chelyabinsk Region Culture Minister Alexei
Betekhtin, “because both the meteorite strike
and the Olympic Games are the global
events.”
Chelyabinsk and Sochi are not
geographically close; the chondrite-infused
medals will travel some 2,700 kilometres
from the first city to the second. But the
original meteor, of course, traveled quite a
bit further than that.
(This idea of gold from space is special.
As Henry Nienhuis told us during our June
talk on where gold comes from, we learned
that all things, gold included, are “cooked”
inside stars, and therefore it all comes from
space. Ed.)

N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN — A UGUS T 2013 — PAGE 5

100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH AT THE A.N.A. CONVENTION IN DETROIT:
INTERESTING MEDALS FROM A CANADIAN EXHIBITOR
Mr. Robert Wallace McLachlan of
Montreal, P. Q. exhibited a limited number of
Canadian medals, among which were the
University of Toronto Track Club, University
of Toronto La Crosse Club, Hamilton Old
Home and several other medals of carnival
week.
The most interesting among these was a
large medal in white metal commemorating
the centennial of the discovery of Fraser
River by Simon Fraser in 1808. This medal
was issued in New Westminster, B. C., in
1908, and shows on the obverse the bust of
Fraser. On the reverse is a scene showing a
view of the river, at the top a wreath enclosing
a crown, surmounted by a lion with the old
Coat of Arms of British Columbia.
Now, 100 years later, the Museum of
Vancouver lists its specimen in white metal
as pewter. Library and Archives Canada lists
a silver and a bronze specimen in their holdings. In addition to these, a silver specimen
and a gold specimen are known to be held by

private collectors. This being said, there are
clearly more white metal examples in existence in private hands than any other type.

Backgrounder
Simon Fraser (20 May 1776—18 August
1862) was a Scottish-American fur trader
and an explorer who charted much of what is
now the Canadian province of British
Columbia. The Montreal-based North West
Company employed Fraser. By 1805, he had
been put in charge of all the company’s operations west of the Rocky Mountains. He was
responsible for building that area’s first
trading posts, and, in 1808, he explored what
is now known as the Fraser River, which
bears his name. Simon Fraser ’s
exploratory efforts were partly responsible for Canada’s boundary later
being established at the 49th parallel
(after the War of 1812), since he as
a British subject was the first
European to establish permanent
settlements in the area.

Illustration courtest of
Ronald Green, Victoria B.C.

1808 Simon Fraser descending the Fraser River
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16 FOREIGN BANKNOTES
THAT LOOK WAY COOLER THAN THE AMERICAN DOLLAR
by Steven Perlberg, Business Insider, June 30, 2013

This article, printed in the United Sates, is critical
of their boring money . . .
One good way to judge a currency is by looking at how it trades on the foreign exchange
markets.
A less boring way is to just see how it looks in your hand, all crisp and money-like.
From epic 19th century leaders to blinding color schemes, some of the globe’s currencies use style to make up for a dearth in purchasing power.
Sure, the U.S. dollar is great. But the boring colors and lack of diversity (Every face is
of a white male) makes it the most boring currency in the world.
So, here you have it: what I think are the world’s coolest banknotes.

2. Angolan kwanza - Simple, elegant.

1. Turkmenistan manat - The
manat’s purples, maroons, and greens give it
a 1980s electropunk feel, but with a certain
austere importance to it. Well done.

3. Israeli shekel

4. Liberian dollar - Liberia’s history is

The colorful "new" shekel redesign borders
on glow in the dark (unconfirmed).

directly tied to the U.S., and you can actually
see it in the banknote, albeit with a uniquely
African color scheme and gusto.

5. East Caribbean dollar - A young,
smirking Queen Elizabeth gives this banknote
an island chicness.

7. Brunei dollar - A stunning currency. Blue and yellow pastels contrast with stoic,
6. Latvian lats - A direct, bearded figure
on a soft red and white background. This
currency says, “I’m not the Euro, buddy.”

mustachioed generals of Brunei yore.
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8. Mongolian tugrik - This ancient
Mongolian leader is not to be messed with.

9. Canadian (5) dollar - For obvious

10. Samoan tala - Samoa’s currency

reasons.

doubles as a travel brochure. Check out that
luxurious coastline!

13. Icelandic krona - With a cartoonishly Nordic look, the krona is fun for the
whole family.

14. Comorian franc - The currency

11. Czech crown - An absolute classic,
this currency screams, “Never again, USSR.
Never again.”

from Comoros looks like something out of an
old painting.

12. Costa Rican colones - Sharks!

16. Iranian rial - UN sanctions have sent the value
plummeting, but the rial itself is a real classic. Staunch leader, big
mountain. A simple and effective formula.

15. Bhutanese ngultrum - Stunning (plus honorable
mention for best name).

Anyone interested in the designs of banknotes and their
histories is encouraged to check out The Banknote Book,
a detailed catalog of world currency:
http://www.banknotebook.com.
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L OCAL A RTIST ’ S W ORK A DORNS N EW C OINS
by Adrian MacNair, South Delta Leader, July 5, 2013

Local newspapers sometimes
publish articles about artists
whose work appears on our
coinage. Here’s one about
artist/designer John Horton.
John M. Horton, one of Canada’s most
notable marine artists, has produced two
more commemorative coins for the Royal
Canadian Mint.
Tsawwassen’s John Horton sketched the
design for the coins after the Mint put out a
request for submissions earlier in the year.
The first coin is 40mm in diameter and
commemorates the 300th Anniversary of the
French Fortress of Louisbourg, a National
Historic Site of Canada located on Cape
Breton Island. The design is intended to
depict a bustling scene at the Louisbourg
shore as it would have appeared when it
became one of North America’s busiest
ports, only 40 years after its founding.

Renowned marine artist and Tsawwassen resident John Horton holds up a five-ounce fine
silver coin produced by the Canadian Mint commemorating the battle of the HMS Shannon
and the USS Chesapeake during the War of 1812. The artist designed and sketched the artwork
for that coin, as well as another fine silver coin produced by the Mint commemorating the 300th
Anniversary of the Fortress of Louisbourg.
Adrian MacNair photo

Louisbourg $20 .9999 Silver Coin

Edge Lettering on the Louisbourg $20

The second one depicts a naval battle
between the HMS Shannon and the USS
Chesapeake during the War of 1812. The
Battle of Boston Harbour was actually
fought on June 1, 1813, during which time
the American ship was captured and 252
men killed or wounded in a bloody 15minute-long cannon battle between the
powerful frigates.
“They’re fun to do,” said Horton about
sketching the coin designs. “They’re really
challenging because you’re sometimes
dealing with history you don’t know too
much about. The fun part is researching the
history.”
As a Western artist he said he’s more
familiar with the naval history of this region.
His series of paintings depicting Captain
George Vancouver’s voyages from 1792–94
are world-renowned.
In 1996 Horton won a bid to sketch a
design for the Tall Ships Collection and his
artwork “the catch” appears on one of the
coins in that collection.

A fourth coin for the Mint is now in the
works for release in 2014, but for reasons of
confidentiality with the Crown corporation
he can’t reveal what it will be.
Horton said it takes roughly three weeks
to sketch a design for the Mint, followed by
consultations and tweaking for the final
product.

This scene depicting the epic battle between
the Shannon and the Chesapeake during the
war of 1812 was produced in 5 oz. .9999 pure
silver and gold and 1 oz. .9999 pure platinum

