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NEWSIE ‘N NOTEABLE
Reminders!

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 23
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room at the east end of the first floor
at the Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

The Ontario Numismatic Association 2013 Convention is
this weekend running from Friday April 19 to Sunday
April 21. Last minute information and registrations are
available on the website at www.the-ona.ca—or at least
plan on visiting for the big day on Saturday April 20.
There are bourse dealers, group meetings with guest
speakers and the awards banquet in the evening.
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And, don’t forget the North York
Coin Club’s last executive meeting
before the summer is coming up
just a few days after the hobby
show on May 14 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Board Room at the Edithvale
Community Centre. Besides our
usual business and meeting planning, everyone ready to help with
our 2014 R.C.N.A. convention
should attend to participate in our
final session before this year’s
R.C.N.A. Convention in
Winnipeg—that’s where we issue
our invitation to everyone to
attend our event!
The Editor

The Edithvale Hobby Show is on May 11. Many
of our members will be there with a table ... we
thank them for their support! Everyone can
support the dealers by marking their calendar
and turning out on the day between 9:00a.m.
and 3:00p.m. at the Edithvale Community
Centre. More details are on our website at
www.northyorkcoinclub.ca

Our featured speaker for the April
meeting is Mr. Michael Rogozinski who
operates a collectibles company here in
Toronto called Empire Auctions Inc. Over
the years he has had the opportunity of
handling a variety of appealing coins and
will share some interesting stories and experiences with us. We encourage everyone to
turn out to hear this special guest speaker.

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.

May Bunnett, a charter member of the North York Coin Club,
passed away on March 12, 2013 in her 99 th year. Born in
Monmouth, England on June 18, 1914, her British roots influenced
her collecting interests, which covered both coins and medals. She
and her husband Ken considered a good numismatic library an
essential part of collecting as well. May served as Secretary to this
Club in the early 1960s while Ken was President. While they were
both members of the Toronto Coin Club, they considered North
York to be their home Club and it had a special place in their hearts.
The Club received a very nice donation from May’s daughter,
June Benoit, just before the start of our March meeting. Besides
bringing the sad news of her mother’s passing, June presented to the
club some of the remaining items in her parent’s numismatic library.
Our most sincere thanks go to June. The first grouping of these books
are shown at the top of page 3 and will be auctioned at the April
meeting. This is a chance for members to acquire some very good
books while obtaining a momento of this Club’s early years.

This picture ran in the North York Enterprise newspaper
in the spring of 1963 and shows May holding one of her
medals at a North York coin show.
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NEWS OF THE MARCH 2013 MEETING
th

The 587 meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, March 26, 2013 in
the 1st floor Banquet Room at the Edithvale
Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. The
meeting was hammered to order at 7:37 p.m.
with our president Bill O’Brien, in the chair;
there were 26 members and 2 guests in
attendance.
Our on-time attendance draw was the first
order of business. Member Walter Rodriquez
was not present when his name was drawn to
receive the prize of $2.00. The draw will
increase to $4.00 for the April meeting.
Ben Boelens, now back from his extended
trip through India, gave a brief treasurer’s
report on the club’s current financial balance.
Bill then asked the members present if
they had noticed any errors or omissions in the
minutes of the February meeting as published
in the March newsletter. There being no
changes identified, Norman G. Gordon made
a motion to accept the minutes with Norm
Belsten seconding. Motion carried.
As a final reminder, Bill asked members
who had not previously done so to please see
Ben about paying their, now past due,
membership dues.
The next order of business was to
acknowledge our guests for the evening and
find out what their interests are. Our first guest
is David B. He mentioned that he had inherited his father’s coin collection, going back to
the 30s and wanted to learn more about their
value and about coins in general and he is
hoping that the club can help him. Our next
guest, Hezi is a more established, collector of
British Colonial Coins and Banknote and was
attending the meeting for general interest.
Moving on, Bill reported on the results of
the last executive meeting held on March 12.
He concentrated on two items: the list of
speakers for the remainder of the meeting
season and the 2014 RCNA convention
committee. He mentioned that convention
planning is now starting to move ahead with
the bourse floor layout and security being
discussed. Bill also requested that members
willing to help the club by volunteering on the
committee should attend the next meeting on
May 14.
Bill reminded everyone of our Hobby
Show scheduled for Saturday, May 11 and
asked Paul Petch to give a status update. Paul

reported that all tables had been sold and that
the next step was to advertise the show. To that
end, he brought along a large quantity of halfpage flyers for members to distribute wherever
possible. He said many more are available for
the asking.
While he had the floor, Paul took the
moment to put on his ONAPresident’s hat and
invite anyone interested to register for the
2013 ONA convention held this year at the
Holiday Inn in Kitchener from April 19–21.
He mentioned that a number of NYCC
members would be participating in the
convention as speakers at the various club
meetings. Henry Nienhuis mentioned that we
were looking for a club member to represent
the NYCC as a delegate at the ONA convention. After some discussion, the task was
assigned to our club secretary.
Roger Fox asked for the floor to report the
very sad news that Mrs. May Bunnett had
passed away. Mrs. Bunnett, Member# 41, was
one of the original members of the club. She
was the wife of founding member and second
president, Kenneth Bunnett. Roger talked
about his many fond memories of Mrs.
Bunnett as a young member of the club. He
brought along a group photo he took outside
the North York Memorial Hall, at the June 25,
1985 meeting which included her as well as a
few of members present. Roger mentioned
that that was the last meeting at the Memorial
Hall because it was scheduled to be torn down

Roger Fox and his June 25, 1985 photo

soon afterward. Paul Petch also took a moment
to remember the Bunnetts. As a young
member of the club Paul remembered that
Mr. Bunnett, who worked in security at the
Malton airport in his day job, was the original
secretary of the club and when he moved on
to the president’s position his wife became
the secretary/treasurer.
Dick Dunn also reported the sad news that
Ross Irwin, well known numismatist and
author, had passed away on March 17 at the
age of 92.

Turning to a happier aspect of the meeting,
our speaker for the evening was Ben Boelens.
Ben gave a very interesting account of his
recent travels through India. To support his talk
he used a number of excellent images he took
while on vacation along with some of the 7
kilos of numismatic material he acquired
there. Ben’s impressions are summarized as:
It is true what they say from India. It is
beautiful, colorful, lots of history going back
3000 years. It is full of temples, forts, cities and
mausoleums. There are some very rich
persons, over 100 million middle class and
many poor people. There is a lot of corruption
especially with the politicians. The whole
country is under construction. It can be very
filthy but there are also clean cities. Basically
India is a peaceful country. Lots of people are
vegetarians from conviction. I felt safe on all
my travels. Sometimes there are wall-to-wall
people. Thousands by the railway stations
and on the markets and in the city streets. But
there are also empty areas in the countryside,
in the deserts and mountains. There is too
much religion (people spend a disproportional
amount of income to religion); and there are
many different religions, races, languages and
cultures just like you have in Europe. I did
enjoy myself tremendously and hope to go
back to see more of the north and south part
of India.
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BOOK AUCTION AT THE APRIL MEETING
Donated to the Club from the Library of Ken and May Bunnett
1. A Guide Book Of Canadian Coins, Currency & Tokens, by Somer James & H.C. Taylor,
1st edition, 152 pages, 1959, Canadian Numismatic Publishing Institute (Est. $5)
2. Canada’s First Bank “A History Of The Bank Of Montreal”, 1st edition, 2 volume set, by
Merrill Denison Vol. 1 472 pages, Vol. 2 454 pages: McClelland & Stewart Ltd. 1967
(Est. $20-25)
3. Popular Illustrated Guide To Canadian Coins, Medals, &. &., by P.N. Breton, 1963
reprint of the 1894 and 1912 editions (copy 568 of 1300) 345 pages, 1963 (Est. $50-75)
4. The Canadian Coin Cabinet, by Joseph LeRoux M.D., 592 pages 1964 reprint of the 1892
edition and supplement (copy 85 of 1000), Canadian Numismatic Publishing Institute. This
is the best reprint available and is an essential reference because of the additional monographs by Eugene Courteau, Robert Wallace McLachlan and Howland Wood, which would
otherwise be difficult to locate. (Est. $50-$80)
5. Adventures With Rare Coins, by Q. David Bowers, 1979, 305 pages
Published by Bowers and Ruddy Galleries Inc., Los Angles 1st edition (Est. $10-15)

For the numismatist you have a rich
palette from ancient coins (even related to
Alexander the Great) to the Hindu and Mogul
empires to the Princely States, the British era
and the independent state of India.
Bill O’Brien congratulated Ben on a job
well done and presented him with a certificate
of our appreciation.
At 8:55 pm, Bill called for the refreshment
break consisting of cookies, juice and coffee.
The last portion of the meeting was
devoted to the customary lucky draws and
auction. Lucky draw winners were-Richard

Duquette (3), Justin B. (3), Ben Boelens,
Phillip Simms, Raj Makhijani (2), and Henry
Nienhuis. The club earned $19.00 through
the sale of the draw tickets! The lucky draws
were intermixed throughout the evening’s
auction, called by our auctioneer David
Quinlan and volunteer runner Vince
Chiappino. Our acting auction manager,
David Bawcutt, reported that receipts from the
auction added $5.85 to the club coffers.
The club executive would like to thank
members for supporting the club through the
purchase of draw tickets and draw prize dona-

Ben Boelens (standing) discusses travel details with Raj Makhijani

tions. Please consider supporting your club
through a donation of numismatic material or
other items. (Don’t forget to mention your
donations to the club secretary so that your
support can be recognized in the minutes and
newsletter.)
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. The next
meeting will be held in the Banquet Room, on
the first floor, April 23, 2013, at the Edithvale
Community Centre and that the next
Executive meeting will be May 14th, in the
Board Room at the Community Centre.

President Bill O’Brien presents a Certificate of
Appreciation to Ben at the conclusion of his talk
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COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING 2013
APRIL 19 - 21, Kitchener, Ontario Numismatic Association 51st Annual Convention,
Holiday Inn & Conference Centre, 30 Fairway Rd S. Hours: Fri. 6 p.m., Jeffery Hoare
Coin Auction; bourse open to public Sat. and Sun. at 10 a.m. Admission $3 daily or $15
Bourse pass for weekend. Coin Kids auction, specialty club meetings, banquet and
more. For more information contact convention chairman Robb McPherson, 519-5777206, email president@waterloocoinsociety.com. It’s only days away, but you can still
register at the ONA website. http://www.the-ona.ca/upcoming.php.
APRIL 21, Pickering, Ajax / Pickering
Stamp & Coin Show, Pickering Recreation
Complex, East & West Salon, 1867 Valley
Farm Rd. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission, free parking, lunch available, stamp and
coin dealers, club and youth table. This is a
new location and date. For more information
email donaldbeaumont@yahoo.com.
MAY 5, Ancaster, Ancaster Collectibles
Extravaganza, Marritt Hall, Ancaster
Fairgrounds, 630 Trinity Rd. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Admission $4 per person; children
under 12 admitted free when accompanied
by an adult. Featuring coins, paper money,
tokens, stamps, new and old die cast toys,
action figures, plastic model kits, comics,
sports and non-sport cards, movie and television memorabilia and more. Up to 150 vendor
tables. Centrally located, less than 20 minutes
from either downtown Hamilton or downtown
Brantford. For more information contact Ian
Ward, telephone 519-426-8875 (Mon. to Fri.
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.) or
email toyshow@kwic.com . Website:
http://www.collectiblesextravaganza.blogspot
.com.

MAY 11, Toronto, Edithvale Hobby Show,
Banquet Room, Edithvale Community
Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W. Hours: 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., Free admission, free parking, all sorts
of collectibles and featuring coins, paper
money, stamps, etc. For more information
contact Paul Petch, telephone 416-303-4417,
email p.petch@rogers.com . Website:
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com.
MAY 11, Kingston, Coin/ Stamp/ Militaria
Collectors Show, Military Communicatioins
& Electronics Museum, 95 Craftsman Blvd.
Highway #2. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free
Admission and parking, buy, sell, trade and
browse. For more information contact Sandy,
telephone 613-542-6923.
MAY 26, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Coin
Show, The Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Ave.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Buy, sell and trade
at 40 tables of dealers featuring coins, medals,
tokens, paper money, books and supplies;
admission $1, juniors under 16 free when
accompanied by an adult; plenty of free
parking. For more information contact show
manager Colin Cutler, telephone 519-9622584 or email ccutler@cogeco.ca. Website:
http://windsorcoinclub.com.

MAY 31 - JUNE 1, Toronto, Toronto Coin
Expo, The Bram & Bluma Appel Salon
located at the Toronto Reference Library, 2nd
Floor, 789 Yonge St. Hours: Fri. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m., Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Canada’s premium
coin, bank note and collectable show. More
than 30 dealers in attendance. Partnering
with numismatic auction house Geoffrey Bell
Auctions. Auction May 30-31. For more information, contact Jared Stapleton,
email torontocoinexpo@gmail.com ,
telephone 647-403-7334. Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca.
JUNE 9, Brantford, Coin Show, Woodman
Community Centre, 41 Grey St. Hours: 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Free parking, admission $2 donation
to local charity, including ticket for door
prizes. Coins, paper money, related supplies,
jewelry, food services available.For more
information contact Dave Jackman, telephone
905-905-8100, email jacksond1@rogers.com.
JUNE 29 - 30, Toronto, Torex - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto,
370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Canada’s Finest
Dealers in Canadian, ancient, and foreign
coins, paper money, hobby supplies and reference books; admission $7, under 16 free; official auctioneer: The Canadian Numismatic
Company. For more information telephone
416-705-5348. Website: http://www.torex.net.
Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events

A SMALL ITEM ON THE ROYAL CANADIAN MINT’S WEBSITE SLIPPED PAST WITHOUT A WHOLE LOT OF FANFARE ...
On February 5, 2013, a day after the official retirement of Canada’s one-cent circulation coin, the Royal Canadian Mint
confirmed that every denomination being
produced for Canada’s coinage system costs
less than its face value to manufacture. For
example, the five-cent circulation coin costs
2.5 cents to produce, positively contributing
to the Government of Canada’s bottom line
in seigniorage.
(Seigniorage is an old French word from
the Latin word senior meaning lord.
Originally it was a royalty or charge levied
upon bullion when it was turned into coins,
or upon old or foreign coins when

exchanged for new coins. Today it is simply
used to describe the difference between the
cost of producing a coin or note and its face
value.)
The cost-effectiveness of Canada’s
coinage is made possible by the Mint’s
multi-ply plated steel (MPPS) technology
which, unlike expensive alloys or singlelayer plated coins, has minimized the need
for metals such as copper and nickel, while
delivering superior quality, durability and
security.
These same benefits have been realized
by over 30 foreign countries which, by
purchasing MPPS coins from the Mint over

the last 12 years, have followed Canada’s
lead in managing a cost-effective, highquality coinage system.
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ANCIENT GOLD COINS DISCOVERED IN IRAQ
MIDDLE EAST ONLINE
Iraqi archaeologists have
unearthed 66 gold coins that are at
least 1,400 years old in Aziziyah.
KUT, Iraq—Iraqi archaeologists have found
66 gold coins that are at least 1,400 years old,
officials said on Monday, adding that they
hope to put them on display in Baghdad’s
National Museum.
The artifacts, which date back to the
Sassanid era that extended from 225 BC to
640 AD, will be sent for laboratory tests in
order to confirm their authenticity.
They were discovered in the town of
Aziziyah, which lies 70 kilometres (40 miles)
southeast of Baghdad in Wasit province,
according to Hassanian Mohammed Ali,
director of the provincial antiquities
department.
The coins bore drawings of a king or god
and depicted flames, he said.
Many of Iraq’s archaeological sites have
been vandalised and encroached upon in
recent decades, but especially in the years
following the US-led invasion of 2003. The
capital’s National Museum was also looted in
its aftermath.
At the time, nearly 32,000 pieces were
stolen from 12,000 archaeological sites across
Iraq, and 15,000 others disappeared from the
National Museum in Baghdad, according to
official figures.
Thousands of artefacts were also taken
before the invasion in illegal excavations at
remote sites.
During the rule of now-executed dictator
Saddam Hussein, Iraq enforced laws
protecting historical sites.
But since his ouster, such laws have seen
lax enforcement and the government has
prioritised reconstruction of the war-battered
country over preservation of its heritage sites.

Follow-up
It seems now, they are saying there are
only 63 coins and not the 66 coins originally
reported. These coins were unearthed near
Aziziya in Wasit province after heavy rainfalls
swept the area. Local residents are credited
with discovering the coins and immediately
handing them over to Iraqi authorities.

Iraqi archaeologists have found 66 gold coins that are at least 1,400 years old, adding that they
hope to put them on display in Baghdad's National Museum

The coins were minted between 226 and
651 AD and depict a Sassanid king—believed
to be Shapur II, who reigned from 309–379
AD appears on one side of the coins, while a
picture of a flames appear on the opposite. The
Sassanid Empire, which succeeded the
Parthian Empire, was once recognized as one
of the main powers in Western and Central
Asia, alongside the Roman-Byzantine
Empire, for a period of more than 400 years,
extending from about 225BC to 640AD.
These coins are made of pure gold and
appear to be in excellent shape, as if they were
minted just yesterday, they show now effect of
climate or years.
The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities
has stated they will tighten security around the
site, which is one of approximately 40,000
ancient sites scattered across Iraq, which were
discovered at various times but have yet to be
excavated.

Backgrounder
The Sassanian Empire or Sassanid
Persian Empire, known to its inhabitants as
Eranshahr and Eran in Middle Persian and
resulting in the New Persian terms Iranshahr
and Iran, was the last pre-Islamic Persian
Empire, ruled by the Sasanian Dynasty from
224 CE to 651 CE. The Sassanid Empire,
which succeeded the Parthian Empire, was
recognized as one of the main powers in
Western and Central Asia, alongside the
Roman-Byzantine Empire, for a period of
more than 400 years.
The Sassanid Empire was founded by
Ardashir I, after the fall of the Arsacid
Empire and the defeat of the last Arsacid
king, Artabanus V. The native name for the
Sassanid Empire in Middle Persian is Eran
Shahr which means Aryan Empire. It is
hypothesized that the transition toward the
Sassanid Empire represents the end of
struggle of ethnic proto-Persians with their
close migrant ethnic relatives, the Parthians,
whose original homeland was in modernday Central Asia.
The Sassanid empire, during Late
Antiquity, is considered to have been one of
Persia’s/Iran’s most important and influential historical periods, and constituted the
last great Iranian empire before the Muslim
conquest and the adoption of Islam.
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A DIFFERNT KIND OF “FOLDING MONEY”
Dollar Origami: 10 Origami Projects Including the Amazing Koi Fish
Extreme Origami: Transforming Dollar Bills into Priceless Works of Art

Won Park has taken the ancient art of
origami to a whole new level. Origami is a
traditional Japanese art of paper folding.
The goal of this art is to create a representation of an object using geometric folds
preferably without gluing or cutting the
paper, and by using only one sheet of paper.
Using American currency, Park transforms dollar bills into creative works of art.
He relies on the fibrous quality of the paper
to fold, bend and twist hundreds of times per
model without tearing. With no cutting and
no pasting, Park is able to incorporate the
details on the bills into his model designs.
His signature koi fish is folded in such a way
that the patterns on the dollar bill become the
scales on the fish, and even the facial
features fall in exactly the right place.
His designs include a wide array of vehicles, animals, and mythical creatures. In his
books, step-by-step instructions are
provided for 20 distinct models that are
bound to challenge even the most proficient
folders. The challenge includes a Formula 1
race car, a toilet, a butterfly, a koi fish, a
scorpion, a sea turtle, a fox, an ox, a marlin,
a car, a praying mantis, a dragon, a spider,
a stag beetle, a stegosaurus, a bat, Pegasus,
a fighter jet, a battle tank, and a pig. All
models can be made with either one or two
U.S. dollar bills.
Following the instructions in this book,
and you can transform your dollars into
works of art!
Both available from Amazon.ca:
Dollar Origami [$16.57 Spiral-bound]
Extreme Origami [$22.60 Hardcover]

One Dollar Penguin

Two Dollar Angry Bear
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Two Dollar Chinese Dragon

One Dollar Butterfly

Two Dollar Spider

One Dollar Camera

Two Dollar Jacket

One Dollar Crab

One Dollar Bull

One Dollar Koi
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THE TREASURE THAT SANK THE SPANISH EMPIRE
by Hugo Gye, London Daily Mail

The site of the shipwreck is around 400 miles
away from the Florida Keys

An archaeologist holding silver retrieved from
the wreck 400m deep in the Gulf of Mexico

Some of the 27 gold bars
recovered from the wreck

The stunning treasures from a sunken
Spanish galleon have been revealed for the
first time after the ship was rediscovered
nearly 400 years on from its wreck in the Gulf
of Mexico.
The loss of the Buen Jesus y Nuestra
Senora del Rosario along with seven other
ships destroyed the Bank of Madrid—and
even contributed to the collapse of the Spanish
Empire.
Now deep-sea divers believe they have
found its wreck 400m deep, with 17,000
objects on board revealing that it was carrying
gold, pearls—and even parrots.
The discovery unveiled today gives a
fascinating glimpse into the sometimes unexpected treasures which made the colonial
economy run.
The wreck site, around 400 miles from the
Florida Keys, contains 39 gold bars, and
nearly 1,200 silver pieces of eight.
More unusually, the site features more
than 6,600 pearls being exported to Europe
from the coast of Venezuela.
The gems came from a type of oyster
which was unique to South America but which
was nearly extinct by the early 17th century
thanks to over-exploitation by colonial traders.
And it was not only wildlife to suffer from
the oyster trade—60,000 Caribbean natives
are believed to have died while diving for
pearls on behalf of the Spanish.
In addition to the precious metals and
jewels, two bird’s bones were found at the
site, thought to have come from a blue-headed
parrot.
The parrots made popular pets because of
their bright plumage and ability to mimic
human speech, but this is the first time the
remains of one have been found in a
shipwreck.

The Sopanish empire was deep in debt and the
wreck of its ships contributed to its downfall

Another glimpse of everyday life in the
early modern world comes from a tortoiseshell
comb for lice apparently made by a member
of the ship’s crew.
The Buen Jesus y Nuestra Senora del
Rosario was one of a fleet of 28 Spanish
merchants hit by a hurricane on September 5,
1622.
Eight were sunk, killing 500 people on
board and hiding their treasure for nearly four
centuries.
The Spanish economy had been relying on
the boost it would have received from the
ships’ arrival, and the disaster contributed to
the eventual downfall of the formerly allpowerful colonial empire.
Excavations at the site of the wreck have
been going on for more than 20 years, using
deep-sea technology developed by British
engineers to drill for oil in the North Sea.
They were carried out by Odyssey Marine
Exploration, whose president Greg Stemm
told The Times: ‘This is the major find of our
time.’
The objects excavated from the Rosario
are going on display at the company’s headquarters in Florida.

Oceans Odyssey 3: The Deep-Sea
Tortugas Shipwreck, Straits of Florida: A
Merchant Vessel from Spain’s 1622
Tierra Firme Fleet, a book on the shipwreck and its contents, is just published by
Oxbow Books. It is available from
http://www.bookdepository.co.uk for
CAD$36.28 including shipping.
A gold bar stamps with official marks certifying its purity and taxation status

