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THE BULLETIN FOR JANUARY 2013
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome everyone; I hope that it being
mid-month already that everybody has
recovered physically and financially from
the holiday season and New Year’s festivities. The club’s executive has already been
busy planning activities for the upcoming
year and had its initial meeting of the year
for the planning of the R.C.N.A. 2014
convention.
As mentioned, the club has had its first
executive meeting of the year for the volunteers who signed up to help with the
R.C.N.A. 2014 convention. The turnout at
the meeting last week was anything but
inspiring as the same few dedicated
members show up to do all the work. This
year will be a busy year for the club as we
prepare to host the 2014 R.C.N.A. convention here in the GTA. Please help out the
club on this project. We need your help—
your time and talent are essential to our
success. So, for the next meeting, come out,
listen to what progress is being made
towards the convention itself and offer your
ideas. Let’s make the 2014 convention one
our Club will be proud to have hosted.
Enough on the convention! Here’s what
else is new with the club since we met last
November.
The club is planning the NYCC 2 nd
annual Hobby Show on May 11th 2013. The
tables are selling fast, so if you want a table
you had better get your registration form in
a.s.a.p. so that a spot will be held for you. For
those who have already submitted the registration form, payment is due now as the club
has already had to pay the city to obtain our

permit for the room. See the club’s treasurer
to make your reservation at the upcoming
meeting.
You will notice in the next meeting
announcement that this month we have Ron
Cheek, a special guest from outside the club
speaking to us. It’s a real benefit to the club
to have varied, interesting speakers who
graciously take time to come out and inform
and entertain us. If any member has an idea
for a speaker, knows someone who would
like to speak or do a small presentation yourself please see me at the upcoming meeting
and I will pencil you in before the summer
months are upon us.
Now that the holiday season has passed,
the show circuit has kicked into high gear.
For the next month or two every weekend
has a show offered for you to attend within
a 90-minute drive of the G.T.A. Many of
these shows, excluding Torex which is
downtown, are a nice leisurely drive away.
So pack a light snack and head out with
your significant other for an enjoyable afternoon traversing some of the nicest countrysides in Canada. Try offering your wife a
lunch in Paris for instance. Get a table for
lunch overlooking the Grand River and take
in a coin show. Follow that by watching
hours of football, now that’s a perfect
Sunday afternoon.
If Paris is not your cup of tea, why not
try out something to the east in the industrial
heartland of the province. The town of
Oshawa is fortunate enough to be hosting the
Coin-A-Rama group for their coin show
February 16th. Five Points Mall may not be

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29
We start gathering in the Banquet
Room at the east end of the first floor
at the Edithvale Community Centre,
at 7:00 p.m. with meeting start
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Our guest speaker for January is Ron
Cheek, a former resident of Ottawa who
now lives in the Collingwood area. He is
driving in to attend our next meeting and tell
us about The 1860 Visit to North America
of the Prince of Wales ... and Its
Numismatic Legacy. This promises to be
very intersting, so don’t miss it!

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Please remember to bring your
auction lots if you would like an
auction at this meeting.
It’s time to pay your dues for 2013
like the Paris fairgrounds but it’s still an
enjoyable drive if you stay off the 401.
Well, that’s a wrap for now, and I hope
to see everyone on the 29th and don’t forget
to bring some old Canadian tokens, medals
or other items to the meeting to stimulate
some discussion on related items.
Bill O’Brien
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NEWS OF THE NOVEMBER 2012 MEETING
rd

The 583 meeting of the North York Coin Club was held on
Tuesday, November 27th, 2012 in the 1st floor Banquet Room at the
Edithvale Community Centre, 131 Finch Ave. West. The meeting was
hammered to order at 7:37 p.m. with our president Bill O’Brien, in the
chair; there were 30 members and 2 guests in attendance.
Our on-time attendance draw was the first order of business.
Member, Gary Nummelin was not present when his name was drawn
to receive the prize of $2.00. The draw will increase to $4.00 for the
January meeting.
Our President Bill O’Brien asked the members present if they had
noticed any errors or omissions in the minutes of our October meeting
as published in the November newsletter. There being no changes identified, Phillip Simms made a motion to accept the minutes with Raj
Makhijani seconding. Motion carried.
With our treasurer, Ben Boelens, now on an extended vacation, Bill
O’Brien as acting treasurer gave a shortened report indicating that cash
on hand was at $321.20.
Bill then took a moment to comment on funding for our monthly
draw prizes. He thanked members on behalf of the executive for their
kind donations of material to be used as draw prizes and hoped they
would continue to do so in the coming year. Bill then reminded
everyone that since the first Tuesday in January fell on New Year’s Day
we were shifting the regular club meeting to January 29th. He also

reminded everyone that the first executive meeting for 2013 would be
held on January 15th. All members are welcome to attend the executive meeting but he specifically invited everyone interested in volunteering as a member of the 2014 R.C.N.A. Convention committee to
attend. Bill also mentioned that forms were available for both membership renewal and the Edithvale Hobby Show (scheduled for Saturday,
May 11.) He directed anyone interested in selling at the show to
contact Paul Petch, who is collecting the table rental fees on behalf of
the club.
Paul Petch asked for the floor to update everyone on the progress
he has made thus far. First he reiterated that Hobby show reservation
forms were in hand for those interested. He also confirmed that he had
just received the permit for May 11th. In addition he had paid the
liability insurance for the club through the O.N.A. insurance program.
Next, he reminded everyone that the Christmas Dinner meeting, to be
held at the Swiss Pick Restaurant, was next Tuesday evening. As of
now 38 members and guests have committed to attend what is promising to be a repeat of a very enjoyable event.
Bill then asked if anyone if had brought a Show-and-Tell they
would like to talk about.
Paul Johnson mentioned that he had attended the Michigan State
Coin Show as an exhibits judge. He said that there were 149
competitive exhibits, a quantity that puts any such Canadian show
to shame. In addition to the larger participation the prizes are also

Guest speaker Roger Fox with his many Canadian Tire items

President Bill thanks Roger for the presentation
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more significant. Both first and second places in the categories
receive a gold coin!
Jared Stapleton told everyone that he had attended the Niagara Falls
show the previous weekend. He mentioned that he enjoyed the
show. There were 30 dealer tables adding that you never know what
you will find there. One of Jared’s recent finds was a very special
1846 Commerce Bank note. The most interesting thing about the
note was a Hamilton overprint. Jared believes that this is currently
the only note with the overprint known! Wow!
Raj Makhijani brought an interesting numismatic ephemera item he
recently added to his collection—a finely detailed turn-of-thecentury Woman’s change purse.
Roger Fox was our Special guest speaker. His topic . . . you
guessed it was “Canadian Tire Collecting 101.” Roger is a past president of the Canadian Tire Coupon Collector’s Club. He mentioned
that the club is still going strong with 300 members. He brought a
fantastic display of CTC collectables from very early roadmaps, which
also served as the first catalogues, to vintage starter motors. Naturally
he brought along a variety of loyalty discount coupons—Canada’s
second currency! An interesting fact is that the company has issued
over 1.7 Billion coupons. Roger took the members through what he
feels is a reasonable and easily obtained set of modern coupons that
those interested in starting a collection could use as a guide. Not only
that, he handed out a free sample pack to everyone get them started
collecting. Roger ended his most interesting talk to resounding
applause!

At 8:14 pm, Bill called for the refreshment break consisting of
cookies, juice and coffee.
With the refreshment break ending at 9:05 p.m., the last portion
of the meeting was devoted to the customary lucky draws and auction.
Lucky draw winners were- Michael G. (3), Tony Hine, Daryl S. (3),
Bill O’Brien (2), Vince Chiappino (2), Dick Dunn, Phillip Simms,
Arnie Goldstien, Henry Nienhuis, and Marvin Kay. The club earned
$29.00 through the sale of the draw tickets! The lucky draws were intermixed throughout the evening’s auction, called by Dick Dunn as
auctioneer, and volunteer runners Vince Chiappino and Jared Stapleton.
Our auction manager Mark Argentino reported that receipts from the
auction added $16.50 to the club coffers.
The club executive would like to send out a special thank you to
members for supporting the club through the purchase of draw tickets
and draw prize donations. We thank Italo Villella for his kind donation of books to the club. Please consider supporting your club through
a donation of numismatic material or other items. (Don’t forget to
mention your donations to the club secretary so that your support can
be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.)
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
As a reminder, the next regular club meeting will be held in the
Banquet Room, on the first floor, January 29th, 2013, in the Banquet
Room at the Edithvale Community Centre and that the next Executive
meeting will be January 15th, in the Board Room at the Community
Centre.

Our thanks to Henry Nienhuis for these pictures from our Christmas Party ...

Norm Belsten with Roger Fox

Paul Petch calls the gift exchange

Jared Stapleton with Dick Dunn

Paul Johnson

Richard Duquette buys draw tickets
from Bill O’Brien

Mary Trofimencoff Alaily with spouse and Paul Petch
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COMING EVENTS FOR WINTER/SPRING 2013
APRIL 19 - 21, Kitchener, Ontario Numismatic Association 51st Annual Convention,
Holiday Inn & Conference Centre, 30 Fairway Rd S. Hours: Fri. 6 p.m., Jeffery Hoare
Coin Auction; bourse open to public Fri. and Sat. at 9 a.m. Admission $3 daily or $15
Bourse pass for weekend. Coin Kids auction, specialty club meetings, banquet and
more. For more information contact convention chairman Robb McPherson, 519-5777206, email president@waterloocoinsociety.com. Register early at the ONA website.
http://www.the-ona.ca/upcoming.php.
JAN. 25 - 27, Hamilton, CAND Annual
Convention, Sheraton Hamilton Hotel, 116
King St. W. For more information contact
Tom Kennedy, telephone 519-271-8825.
Website: http://cand.org/.
FEB. 3, Paris, S.W.O.N., Convention
centre, 139 Silver St. (Paris fairgrounds).
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission $3,
includes a ticket on a gold coin, 56 tables of
coins, paper money, gold and silver bullion,
jewellery, pocket watches and more. Buy,
sell, trade, appraise. For more information
contact Ted Bailey, telephone 519-442-3474,
email tedscollectables@bellnet.ca.
FEB. 16, Oshawa, Coin A Rama, Five
Points Mall, 285 Taunton Rd E. at Ritson.
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free dealer and
membership draws and new hourly public
draws, free admission, featuring paper,
coins, tokens, medals and many other items.
For more information contact Sharon, telephone
905-728-1352,
email
papman@bell.net.
FEB. 23 - 24, Toronto, Torex - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hyatt Regency Toronto
On King, 370 King St. W. Hours: Sat. 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Canada’s finest dealers in Canadian,
ancient, and foreign coins, paper money,
hobby supplies and reference books, admission $7, under 16 free. Official auctioneer:
Lower Canada Auction. For more information telephone 416-705-5348. Website:
http://www.torex.net.
MARCH 2 - 3, Mississauga, X Polish Canadian Coin, Stamp & Collectibles Show
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300
Cawthra Rd. (just south of Hwy. 403).
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sat. $2 adult admission, Sunday free
admission. Many tables of stamps, coins,
medals, paper money and militaria; stamp
exhibit on John Paul II; coins and banknotes
of Danzig (Gdañsk); exhibit of POW camp
stamps of WWII; exhibit of Upper Silesia’s
collectibles; special guests from the Mint of

Poland / Mennica Polska; free stamps for
kids, free parking, refreshments available.
For more information contact Tom Malicki,
telephone 905-281-0000 or Wieslaw
Grzesicki, 416-258-1651, email info@troyakclub.com. Website: http://www.troyakclub.com.
MARCH 3, Windsor, LA Coin Show,
Windsor Moose Lodge, 777 Tecumseh Rd.
W. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission,
25 dealer tables, buy, sell and trade coins,
tokens and currency. For more information
telephone 519-256-2013, email ggibbons1@cogeco.ca.
MARCH 16, Cambridge, Cambridge Coin
Club 22nd Annual Coin Show, Cambridge
Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission, buy,
sell, trade and evaluate at 52 tables, tokens,
trade dollars, coins, paper money, militaria,
sports cards, CTC coupons. For more information contact Wolfe Derle, telephone 519622-0111, email wolfe1937@hotmail.com,
or Vince Nevidon, telephone 519-740-1416.
MARCH 22 - 24, Montreal, Nuphilex:
Canada’s Largest Coin and Stamp Show,
Holiday Inn Midtown, 420 Sherbrooke
West. Hours: Fri. and Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $3 Fri. and
Sat., Sun. free. More than 74 dealer tables
of coins, stamps, paper money, tokens, military medals, jewelry and watches will be
showcased. Come buy, sell, trade or
appraise your valuables. Coin auction
conducted by Lower Canada Auction in the
Gouverner Room. For more information,
contact Gabriel, telephone 514-842-4411,
email nuphilex@bellnet.ca . Website:
http://www.nuphilex.com.
APRIL 6, Guelph, Guelph Spring Coin
Show, Colonel John McCrae Legion, 57
Watson Parkway South, N1L 1E3. Hours: 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $3, under 16 free,
legendary lunch counter, free draw for gold

coin; coins, banknotes, tokens, Canadian
Tire money, medals, books and supplies at
more than 30 dealer tables; buy, sell, trade
or evaluate. Free level parking, fully accessible. For more information contact Mike
Hollingshead, telephone 519-823-2646,
email cholling@uoguelph.ca.
APRIL 7, Chatham, Kent Coin Club
Annual Spring Coin Show, Active Lifestyle
Centre, 20 Merritt Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Free admission and parking, free token
or foreign coin to all children entering the
show compliments of the Kent coin club, 25
dealer tables (coins and paper money for all
interests). For more information contact Lou
Wagenaer, president, telephone 519-3525477, mail 27 Peters St., Chatham, ON,
N7M 5B2.
MAY 11, Toronto, Edithvale Hobby Show,
Banquet Room, Edithvale Community
Centre, 131 Finch Ave. W. Hours: 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., Free admission, free parking, all
sorts of collectibles and featuring coins,
paper money, stamps, etc. For more information contact Paul Petch, telephone 416-3034417, email p.petch@rogers.com. Website:
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.com.
MAY 26, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club
Coin Show, The Caboto Club, 2175 Parent
Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Buy, sell and
trade at 40 tables of dealers featuring coins,
medals, tokens, paper money, books and
supplies; admission $1, juniors under 16
free when accompanied by an adult; plenty
of free parking. For more information
contact show manager Colin Cutler, telephone 519-962-2584 or email
ccutler@cogeco.ca. Website: http://windsorcoinclub.com.
MAY 31 - JUNE 1, Toronto, Toronto Coin
Expo, The Bram & Bluma Appel Salon
located at the Toronto Reference Library, 2nd
Floor, 789 Yonge St. Hours: Fri. 10am to 5
p.m., Sat. 9am to 5pm. Canada’s premium
coin, bank note and collectable show. More
than 30 dealers in attendance. Partnering
with numismatic auction house Geoffrey Bell
Auctions.
Auction
May
30-31.
For more information, contact Jared Stapleton,
email torontocoinexpo@gmail.com, telephone
647-403-7334.
Website:
http://www.torontocoinexpo.ca.

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events
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OBITUARY OF ADELARD JOSEPH BOUCHER — AN EARLY CANADIAN NUMISMATIST
by Robert Wallace McLachlan, from The Numismatist of January, 1913
On the 16th of November 1912 there
passed away the oldest Canadian numismatist, the beginning of whose collecting days
dates away back some sixty years to 1852.
On his father’s side he belonged to a historic
French Canadian family, being a collateral
of the famous Pierre Boucher, first governor
of Three Rivers. Marin, the founder of his
branch of the Bouchers in Canada, from
whom he was eight generations removed,
came from Langy, in the diocese of
Mortagne, Province of Perche, France,
towards the beginning of the seventeenth
century. His mother belonged to the Scottish
family of Munroe, which has produced
many eminent men in the annals of that
country. Thus he had an illustrious ancestry
in two nationalities from which he had
received the many rare qualities that go to
make up a genuine collector.
He was born at Maskinonge, Province of
Quebec, on the 28th of June, 1835. His
father, Dr, Francis Xavier Oliver Boucher,
was a country practitioner, and his mother,
Emilie Munroe, grand-daughter of Hon.
Hugh Monroe, one of the Legislative
Councillors of the Province of Upper
Canada. His baptismal record gives his full
name as Francois Arthur Adelard, but at his
premier communion (confirmation) he
dropped the two first names and assumed
that of Joseph, and was ever afterwards
known as Adelard Joseph Boucher.
His father dying when he was only eight
months old, his mother a few years after his
birth left him an orphan at a tender age.
Under the guardianship of a paternal uncle
he was sent to St. Mary’s College,
Baltimore, where he acquired a fluency in
English possessed by few of his compatriots.
After six years’ study in that institution he
was sent to France, where for four years he
pursued and completed his education in
French. Shortly after his return to Canada he
married Miss Philomene Rousseau, who
bore him fifteen children, and who with five
of the latter survive him, In 1855 he was
appointed Secretary of the Royal
Commission to report on the condition of the
seignorial tenure in Lower Canada, which
commission, after five years, in a voluminous report, which report Mr. Boucher had

a large part in preparing, advised the abolition of that remnant of the Middle Ages in
Canada. A law based on the report was
subsequently passed by the Provincial
parliament.

Boucher portrait from
McLachlan’s article
Having great musical talent, Mr.
Boucher held the position of organist and
choir master at different times in several of
the larger churches of his order in the City
of Montreal, besides acting as conductor in
a number of oratories and other sacred
performances. In 1861 he founded a sheet
music business, in partnership with Laurent
and Laforce of Quebec, but the partnership
did not continue long, for the next year the
firm is styled Boucher and Manseau. Later,
on the death of Mr. Manseau, the firm was
again changed to Boucher and Lavigne, and,
in 1870, to A. J. Boucher alone, and has so
continued ever since.
It was while connected with the
Seignoral Commission that Mr. Boucher’s
taste for collecting coins began to develop.
One or two strange coins found among the
effects of one of the old seignories attracted
his attention, and soon his hitherto dormant
numismatic instincts began to develop. His
partner being also a collector, they conferred
together and encouraged each other; then

others casually consulted with them.
Another group of English collectors gathered under the leadership of the late Mr.
Stanley C. Bagg, and these two groups
coalescing in December, 1862, founded the
Numismatic Society of Montreal. Mr.
Boucher was elected its first president, and
his partner, J. A. Manseau, secretary. In 1866
Mr. Boucher through financial requirements
of his business found it necessary to dispose
of his collection. This, the second coin sale
held in Montreal, took place on the 22nd
and 23rd of February, 1866. The sale
comprised 726 lots, consisting of 1,660
coins, 24 medals, 30 specimens of paper
money, 6 books, 7 catalogues and 2 cabinets,
and realized about $400. Although a note
states that “A diploma and first prize were
awarded A. J. Boucher at the Provincial
Exhibition of 1863 for the following collection of Canadian and Provincial coins,” the
Canadian series consisted of no more than
110 in all. But I am of the impression that a
number of his rarer Canadians, including
the side view penny and half penny of 1838,
were sold privately previous to the sale to a
Mr, Hudson.
For some time Mr. Boucher’s numismatic tastes lay dormant, but after a time he
began collecting Canadian medals, and he
had got together the beginning of a very nice
collection. This I purchased from him and
was able to add a number of rarities to my
collection, which I have never had another
opportunity of duplicating. Not long after
this he again took up collecting with greater
ardour than ever and formed a fine representative series of Canadian coins which for
years stood fourth, if not third, in rank
among the greater Canadian collections.
When it became difficult to add further
to the Canadian department he started in on
Papal coin numismatics and by patient and
methodical work had gathered together the
most representative collection of this most
historic and interesting series of coins to be
found anywhere in America.
About ten or twelve years ago, believing
that a collection sold during one’s lifetime
realizes more than after death, he sold out
this collection to Mr. Breton. Hardly had
Continued page 6...
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Boucher Obituary (continued)
this collection left his possession when the
passion, strong within him, impelled him to
start anew. But this time he confined himself
mainly to inexpensive modern copper coins,
and although never expending more than
two or three cents for any single coin, he had
at the time of his death acquired a most
varied collection of the modern copper coins
of Europe, numbering five or six thousand.
While he never wrote anything on the
different numismatic series he collected, he
was a methodical, painstaking collector, and
studied and so classified his pieces that he
could give the history of almost every coin
in his collection. He was able to decipher
much of the most obscure copper circulating
medium of the smaller German principalities, and was, in fact, looked upon as an
authority in his chosen line of numismatic

research by many of the more brilliant
students whose writings have gained a
worldwide reputation. Often, when puzzled
with some obscure coin of some obscure
European state, I found him able to place it
for me and give something of its history,
too.
His was a genial nature, ever ready to
receive a brother numismatist with open
arms. Such was his love for the science that
his music store on Notre Dame Street
became a regular Mecca to the collectors of
Montreal, where it was most pleasant to drop
in and talk over a new treasure secured.
He retained his interest in the subject to
the last, and although almost blind during his
latter months, kept on adding to his collection as opportunity offered. “We shall never
look upon his like again.”

Boucher portrait from Breton

UNIQUE SECURITY FEATURE ON CANADIAN BULLION COINS
Royal Canadian Mint Press Release
Already sought world-wide for its exceptional 99.99% purity, the Royal Canadian
Mint’s market-leading Gold Maple Leaf
(GML) bullion coin now boasts unprecedented security due to the addition of an
advanced visual security feature. An intricately micro-engraved design produced by
the Mint’s innovative use of laser technology
makes its debut on the reverse “Maple Leaf”
side of the 2013-dated 1 oz. GML and will
be a permanent addition to the Mint’s flagship gold bullion coin.
“The Royal Canadian Mint is committed
to delivering outstanding quality and service
to its customers by constantly improving its
products through innovation,” said Ian E.
Bennett, President and CEO of the Royal
Canadian Mint. “By introducing an unprecedented visual security feature to our worldfamous Gold Maple Leaf bullion coin, we
are proud to offer precious metal investors
a gold bullion coin which is a world leader
in its security as well as its purity.”
This new visual security feature
confirms the authenticity of all 1 oz. 99.99%
pure GML bullion coins produced for 2013
and beyond. Derived from the same groundbreaking security technology applied to

Canada’s 2012 $1 and $2 circulation
coins, the GML security mark
consists of a textured maple
leaf, micro-engraved with
laser technology on a
small area of the
reverse (Maple Leaf)
side of the coin. In
the centre of this
mark
is
the
numeral
“13”
denoting the coin’s
year of issue,
which is only
visible under magnification. As this is a
permanent enhancement to the security and
integrity of the Mint’s flagship gold bullion product, this
laser mark will change annually
to feature the last two digits of each
corresponding year of issue.
This “next generation” Gold Maple Leaf
bullion coin began shipping throughout the
Mint’s network of official bullion distributors in early November 2012 and is now
available through bullion dealers.
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WHY COKE COST A NICKEL FOR 70 YEARS
by David Kestenbaum, National Public Radio, November 15, 2012
Prices change; that’s fundamental to how economies
work.
And yet: In 1886, a bottle of Coke cost a nickel. It was
also a nickel in 1900, 1915 and 1930. In fact, 70 years
after the first Coke was sold, you could still buy a bottle
for a nickel.
Three wars, the Great Depression, hundreds of
competitors—none of it made any difference for the
price of Coke. Why not?
In 1899, two lawyers paid a visit to the president of
Coca-Cola. At the time, Coke was sold at soda fountains.
But the lawyers were interested in this new idea: selling
drinks in bottles. The lawyers wanted to buy the bottling
rights for Coca-Cola.
The president of Coca-Cola didn’t think much of the
whole bottle thing. So he made a deal with the lawyers:
He’d let them sell Coke in bottles, and he’d sell them the
syrup to do it. According to the terms of the deal, the
lawyers would be able to buy the syrup at a fixed price.
Forever.
Andrew Young, an economist at West Virginia
University, says the president of Coke may have signed
the contract just to get the guys out of his office.
“Anytime you’ve got two lawyers in your office, you
probably want them to leave,” Young says. “And he’s
saying, ‘I’ll sign this piece of paper if you’ll just please leave my
office.’ “
Bottled drinks, of course, took off. And Coca-Cola was in a bind.
If the bottlers or a corner store decided to raise the price of a bottle
of Coke, Coca-Cola wouldn’t get any extra money.
So, if you’re Coca-Cola, you want to somehow keep the price
down at 5 cents so you can sell as much syrup as possible to the
bottlers. What do you do?
“One thing you do is blanket the entire nation with Coca-Cola
advertising that basically has ’5 cents’ prominently featured,” Young
says.
The company couldn’t actually put price tags on the bottles of
Coke saying “5 cents.” But it could paint a giant ad on the side of
a building right next to the store that says, “Drink Coca-Cola, 5
Cents.”
“Since everybody was brainwashed—people saw these ads all
over—it was hard for anyone to increase the price,” says Daniel
Levy, a professor of Economics at Bar-Ilan University in Israel and
at Emory University in Atlanta.
That contract with the bottlers eventually got renegotiated. But
the price of Coke stayed at a nickel. That was partly due to another
obstacle: the vending machine.
The Coca-Cola vending machines were built to take a single
coin: a nickel.

Oil Cloth advertisement from about 1905

Bill board advertisement from the 1950s
Levy says the folks at Coca-Cola thought about converting the
vending machines to take a dime. But doubling the price was too
much. They wanted something in between.
So they asked the U.S. Treasury to issue a 7 1/2-cent coin. At
one point, the head of Coca-Cola asked President Eisenhower for
help. (They were hunting buddies.) No luck.
In the end, inflation killed the nickel Coke. The price of the
ingredients rose. In the late 1940s, some stores sold Cokes for 6
cents. The last nickel Coke seems to have been in 1959.
The nickel price had lasted over 70 years. And in retrospect,
Andrew Young says, it wasn’t a bad thing for the company. It’s one
reason Coke is everywhere today. The company couldn’t raise the
price. So it did the only thing it could: It sold as many Cokes as
possible.

The U.S. Treasury said “NO” to a 7 1/2 cent “Coca Cola Coin”
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MEDALS, OLD COINS, NEW COINS ARE FOREVER — KEEP THEM BEAUTIFUL
by James Owen on the Royal Mint Blog
If you’ve ever won a medal, been
awarded a Military or Royal Honour or own
a beautiful coin, you will undoubtedly want
to keep it looking as beautiful as the day
you proudly acquired it.
But now you and Usain Bolt, Mo Farah,
thousands of military and civilian heroes
and others have a problem in common—
how to keep that precious and beautiful piece
of metallic art sparkling.
Whether it’s an Olympic or Military
medal or a coin, there are some common
principles that apply to caring for it.
Here are some of them:
Keep the leaflet
If care instructions
were included, don’t throw
them away in your haste to
display your pride and joy! It
may be some time before you
and Usain get the dusters out to
restore that original sparkle, but
when you do, you’re going to
wonder where to start, what to
use, and what could be damaging.
Medals and coins are made from
various metals and alloys, all of
which can be damaged or enhanced
by the way they are treated.
Below you can view the care
instructions that were included with the
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
winner’s medals.
Keep the case
The original case or box is always the
best place to store your treasure, but if you
have it proudly on display in a cabinet, at
least ensure you always carry it in its original case when transporting it anywhere. The
athlete who left his Olympic medal in a taxi
a few years ago was probably glad it was
stored in its original case rather than being
in a bag or sleeve when it was finally
returned to him, undamaged.
Be careful with it
Try to avoid any sort of impact or
abrasion—this may be particularly relevant
in the first few hours of celebrations! The
material bought to make the ribbons for the
London 2012 medals was strength-tested to
ensure it would resist a medal being joyously

swung around. As far as is
known, there were no such
mishaps involving the ribbon,
but the mount on one medal
sheared off when it received
what must have been a considerable blow when dropped in the
athlete’s shower.

Be gentle with it
Whatever the metal
or alloy, use only a soft,
dry cloth for cleaning
(preferably cotton or
soft muslin). Anything
else risks irrevocably
scratching or marking
the metal, and once
done, such damage can
be extremely difficult
to remove, if not impossible. Your eye will go to that scratch
every time you look at it . . .
In most cases it is advisable not to
clean coins at all!
Be kind to it
Do not use any liquids, chemicals or
abrasive cleaning substances. The London
2012 Silver and Bronze medals were handfinished with a special coating, so cannot be
cleaned and probably will never need to be.
The Gold medals are plated in gold, so can
be cleaned with care, as above. Wiping with
a water-dampened cloth to remove the dirt
and oils that dull the sheen, produces a more
lustrous appearance immediately; in many
cases this kind of damp-wiping will be
enough to restore the original shine.
To find out more about The Royal
Mint’s long tradition of craftsmanship,
heritage and artistryvisit the Discover
section of The Royal Mint’s website

About James Owen
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Royal Mint since November
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specifically, e-marketing, content
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share information about The Royal Mint
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coins.

