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THE BULLETIN FOR SEPTEMBER 2010
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings and a warm welcome back. It
was a fantastic, but all too short, summer.
Labour Day is usually thought of as the end
of the summer and the beginning of that other
season in Canada, the one lasting until next
May 24th. With this chilly season, we usually embark on our many endeavours that frequently have gone by the wayside in the
warmer months. Here at NYCC, the planning is well under way for a fall schedule that
will educate, enlighten, and make you eager
to attend all of our meetings.
Before the update on Edithvale, I would
like to thank everyone for the great turnout at
the banquet we had way back in June. Agood
time was had by all! Extra thanks must be
directed towards Henry Nienhuis and Paul
Petch for their efforts in supporting your club
and me. Without their dedication and valuable
guidance the club’s operation would be
severely affected. Their input, as is that from
the rest of the NYCC membership, is always
welcomed. Along these lines, we need further
involvement from the balance of the club so

we can provide an interesting range of presentations this upcoming season.
The construction of the community centre at Edithvale is behind schedule and we will
be unable to use the facility for at least our
September meeting. We have been booked
into the Bayview Arena again for our
September 28th meeting. The address is 3230
Bayview Ave. (west side of street). That’s
just north of Finch Ave. at Ruddington Dr. As
of now, we expect to be in the new building
for our October meeting.
One item I would like to expand on is
member participation at our meeting. It would
be nice to see the members of the club put
together small displays — in the cases available from the club at no charge — to show
their fellow collectors a small representation
of the items they collect. By arranging a few
items in the display cabinet with some file
cards for identification, as well as any other
interesting information, a simple exhibit can
be created.
Continued on page 3...

LOOK INSIDE
for more news on...
•
•
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Your 50th anniversary banquet report
50th anniversary medals are a go
Edithvale construction continues
John Regitko to speak at NYCC
Hot items in next auction
Marvin Kay elected to Board

•
•
•
•

A visit with May Bunnett
A ‘Thank You’ from Lucille Colson
Extra-large coinage
Jim & Mary Charlton Wedding
Anniversary Wood
• Old token news from Mike Filey

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
We start gathering at 7:00 p.m. with
meeting start scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
As we start our Fall season of meetings
and return from our summer break, the
September meeting will feature news from
the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association
Convention held in July in Saint John, New
Brunswick, and a special presentation by
John Regitko on his military scrip. See page
4 for more details. Please note that Edithvale
is still under construction and we are once
again holding this meeting at the Bayview
Arena... see the map below!

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Remember to bring some items
for the auction!
Members are invited to pre-list their auction items in the bulletin. Send a description of your planned auction item to the
editor at p.petch@rogers.com at least two
weeks before the meeting.
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MEETING NEWS OF THE MAY 2010 MEETING
th

The 556 meeting of the North York
Coin Club was held on Tuesday, May 25th,
2010 at the Bayview Arena, 3230 Bayview
Avenue. Our regular meeting room was not
available due to preparations for the demolition of the old Edithvale building. The
Bayview arena facility was quite roomy;
supplying ample meeting space for our
needs.
The meeting was hammered to order at
7:32 p.m. President Bill O’Brien was in the
chair with an impressive 25 members and 5
guests in attendance.
The member’s name drawn for the ontime attendance draw was Glen Williams.
Glen was present to receive his prize, which
he very graciously donated back to the club;
the pot will be reset to $2 for the September
meeting.
Bill O’Brien opened the general business portion of the meeting by welcoming
the guests present. Junior guest, Tyler B.,
was attending the meeting, with his mother,
once again. It is great to see Tyler in regular
attendance at our meetings.
The Secretary, Henry Nienhuis, mentioned that he had found a typo in the minutes of the April 27th, 2010 meeting as published; on page two of the bulletin. The word
“differed” was used instead of “deferred”
with respect to the statement by Bill
O’Brien. He asked the members present if
there were any further changes required? As
the members identified no further changes,
member Dr. Marvin Kay made a motion to
accept the minutes as amended and was seconded by member Norman G. Gordon.
Motion carried.

Tyler & Mom!

The next order of business was the
Treasurer’s report by Ben Boelens. Ben also
mentioned that the proceeds the club raised
through the rummage sale held Saturday,
May 1st in the Edithvale Community Centre
gymnasium, came to a respectable $131.80.
It was commented that we should hold
another such event in the near future. He
also reported that ticket sales for our special
50th Anniversary Banquet on Tuesday, June
8th were almost sold out. There were 44 tickets sold as of the start of the meeting. There
will be a number of valuable door prizes as
well as the featured celebrity guest speaker,
Mike Filey, Toronto Sun Columnist and
Historian. The cash bar will open at 6:30,
with buffet dinner at 7:00.
Bill reminded the members present that
the club has display cases available for members to use if they wish to do so at future club
meetings. Bill called for volunteers to act as
a delegate for the NYCC at the upcoming
RCNA convention in Saint John, New
Brunswick from July 14 - 17. Terry O’Brien
graciously volunteered; we will await
Terry’s report at our next meeting in
September!
Following this, member Paul Petch,
chairman of the anniversary committee,
asked for the floor to update the membership
regarding the status of our commemorative
medal. We have sold approximately 72
medals, with a commitment for two others.
Paul mentioned that he will wait until the end
of July to close off the subscription; he will
attempt to sell some more medals during the
RCNA convention. Once the subscription is
closed he will attempt to re-negotiate the
die pricing with the Mississauga Mint. If
they will accept, the medal production will
go forward. Otherwise, unfortunately, we
may end up looking for a more cost-effective
alternative to the anniversary medal.
Member John Regitko asked for the floor
to comment of the most recent publication
produced by Dick Dunn, which is still available for sale at only $15.00 from Dick. .
The evening’s guest speaker was Robert
Forbes. Bob is the RCNA director for our
area. His very informative talk was titled
“The Intrigue of Collecting Newfoundland
Coinage.” Bob is an advanced collector and
accomplished numismatist who specializes
in the coinage of Newfoundland.

He has accumulated a very high-end collection of these provincial coins; counting
among them the very finest known and in
some cases, the second finest known examples as well! To augment his talk Bob
brought along a superb type-set consisting of
20 coins for the members to examine! Wow,
what a set!
One of the reasons that brought Bob to
collect in this area was the simple geometric symmetry that the reverse designs exhibit; designed by the likes of Leonard C. Wyon,
W. H. J. Blakemore and George W.
Desaulles. The entire closed set, including
‘traditional’ varieties consists of 137 coins
dated 1865 to 1947 when Newfoundland
entered Canadian confederation. Many are
extremely rare in high grades, another reason why Bob was drawn to the series, largely due to the low mintages and the usage by
the island inhabitants to support their local
economy. In some cases there are no mintstate coins known, the best one can hope for
is a nice EF or AU graded coin. Examples of
the very low mintages Bob referred to are the
1946 5-cent at 2,041 and the 1885 10-cent at
only 8,000 produced.
The Royal Mint in London struck the
coins from 1865 to 1916 and then again from
1929 – 1938, with the exception of 1872 –
1880 which were struck by the Birmingham
Mint (H mint mark) on contract. From 1917
until 1947 they were largely struck by the
Ottawa Mint.

Robert Forbes, May’s guest speaker
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President’s Message continued...
All members are encouraged to put together a small presentation before our May 2011
meeting. I suggest that four or five members
could be selected to show items at the following month’s meeting. Don’t forget, we have a
large number of display cases available to
protect and aid your presentation.
Enough of my ramblings; now for the
September meeting preview: Terry and Henry
will be filling us in on the RCNA Convention
in Saint John, and John will be doing a presentation on Military Script – which is previewed in a short article on page 4. I’m sure
all presentations will be of interest to everyone, so please make it a point to attend.
Rounding out the evening will be updates on
the medal, auction format, Edithvale, donated books, a special offer on grading notes,
and much more.
Hope all members are able to attend our
meeting. I am looking forward to seeing
everyone and hearing about their summer
acquisitions and adventures in numismatics.
Bill O’Brien

The members present were very fortunate to be treated to a number of stories that
exist about the coins of the series. Bob is a
veritable wealth of knowledge that he has
accumulated over the decades of collecting.
One such story is the coins coming out of the
‘Heaton Hoard.’ When the longstanding
minting facility came upon hard financial
times some time back, they raised money by
selling of previous stock of ‘salesman’examples of coins. Some of which were of the
Newfoundland coins they produced. For
example the 1872, the very rare 1876 (1-, 5, 10- and 20-cent) issue, 1882 (specimen
only), and the 1904 (all specimen except for
5 50-cent in mint state) came from this
hoard. Another such story was that of the

WORK ON THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY MEDAL IS UNDERWAY
The Mississauga Mint has begun work
on the engraving and striking of our 50th
Anniversary medal. It was originally hoped
that there would be enough interest for 100
medals to be struck. As it turned out, a total
of 28 subscribers placed orders for 76
medals in the 6 different metals available.

A partnership arrangement with the
Mississauga Mint was established to allow
work to go ahead. This arrangement provides for the Mississauga Mint to partially
cover the cost of the obverse die.
The striking will be completed by the
start of December in time for distribution at
our Christmas meeting and to provide
receipt before the end of the year for mail
orders.
In all, there will be
• 27 silver
• 8 alloy 752 (German silver)
• 7 cupro-nickel
• 8 nickel-plated brass
• 13 brass
• 13 commercial bronze
The Mississauga Mint donated 4 sets of
their corporate medal to the club. One set
will be offered as a draw prize at each of the
remaining meetings of 2010.

‘Baldwin Hoard.’ Baldwin’s was a very
famous London coin dealer who, upon moving premises about twenty years ago, sold off
their stock of older coins from their ‘basement.’ Some of these coins from the
Newfoundland series have a remarkable
‘electric-blue’ toning, which unmistakeably
identifies them as coming from this hoard.
Many of these coins were stored on old oak
shelving for decades, likely from the time
they were acquired freshly from the Royal
Mint, producing a very dark brown patina on
that side. Another unmistakeable coin from
the hoard is the 1913 1-cent which had
developed a very orange toning.
After his talk the members were invited
to come up and ask questions and view the

very excellent type-set that Bob brought
along as examples of the series.
At 8:45 pm, Bill O’Brien called for the
refreshment break.
The last portion of the meeting was
devoted to Lucky Draws and Auction. Lucky
Draw winners were- Jim Heifetz (3), John
Regitko (2), Arie Yark (2), Tyler B. (3),
Richard Duquette (2), Phillip Simms, Terry
O’Brien, Franco Farronato and Tony Hine.
The club earned $34.00 through the sale of
the draw tickets! The lucky draws were intermixed throughout the evening’s auction,
called by our expert auctioneer, Bob Porter,
and guest runner, Paul Petch. In Mark
Argentino’s absence, Paul Johnson very
kindly volunteered to act as auction manager. He reported that receipts from the auction
added $12.30 to the club’s coffers, $9.00 of
which were donations to the club.
The club executive would like to thank
the club members for supporting the club
through the purchase of draw tickets and for
draw prize donations. Please mention your
donations to the club secretary so that your
support can be recognized in the minutes
and newsletter.
There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m.
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SHOW & TELL PRESENTATION BY JOHN REGITKO AT NEXT MEETING
NYCC member John Regitko will be recapping the details of the American force’s invasion of Canadian soil during the War of 1812
at what is now Niagara-on-the-Lake, taking over Fort George and using it as a base to invade other parts of Upper Canada.only to return
to American soil a short while later.
His audio visual presentation will show some not-seen-before notes commemorating the event, as well as more recent “occupation” notes dealing with
American-Canadian relations... some sample notes pictured give a hint of the
humours side of the presentation.
A set of the notes will be on display following his presentation. He has
promised “worthwhile” handouts for everyone in attendance, as well as
donating a few sets of the formerly unknown notes for the evening’s lucky
draw. In addition, anyone who does not win a set in the draw can bid on a
set being donated to the auction.

CONSTRUCTION WORK CONTINUES AT THE
EDITHVALE COMMUNITY CENTRE
There are no promises, but there is hope that the facility
will open on October 16, in time for our October meeting.
These pictures were taken in the last week of August.

Above is a view from Finch Avenue, looking south — at top, the south side from Edithvale Drive and the new parking lot.

Through the services of North York Coin Club
member Norm Belsten, the Club is preparing a
quantity of 400 woods and is donating them to
Edithvale. They will be handed out at the official
opening of the Community Centre... whenever that
turns out to be. The woods are being produced in
multiple colours in keeping with the festive nature
of this event.

N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN — S EPTEMBER 2010 — PAGE 5

SEPTEMBER MEETING AUCTION OFFERINGS
IMAGES

OF T H E A C T U A L I T E M S

— V IEWING

A V A I L A B L E P R I O R TO T H E A U C T I O N

From Marvin Kay —
Stetson, or cowboy hat: acquired at a meeting
of the Calgary Numismatic Society.
It is decorated with several numismatic pins.
No Reserve.

Wrist Watch: Its face is a
replica of a US twenty dollar
gold piece.
It is in good operating condition. In fact, I just put in a
fresh battery. No Reserve.

From David Quinlan —

U.S. $5 1882 gold, graded VF ,
$350 reserve
(Scanned image)

Canadian $1 1948, graded EF-AU,
$1300 reserve
(Scanned image through the plastic
of a 2x2 holder)

Canadian 25-cent 1893,
graded G,
$100 reserve
(Scanned image through
the plastic of a 2x2 holder.
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NORTH YORK COIN CLUB MARKS 50 YEARS
BY

HENRY NIENHUIS

Members of the North York Coin Club and their guests celebrated the club’s golden anniversary on June 8 with good food, good
times and good friends at a sold-out banquet at Toronto’s Swiss Pick
Restaurant.
The banquet opened with a moment very dear to the hearts of
the NYCC membership. Life member Lucille Colson was celebrating a birthday, so the banquet was also her birthday party. Anniversary Committee chairman Paul Petch presented her with a card
signed by all in attendance and a bouquet of roses. Lucille served
as secretary on the NYCC executive for an unprecedented 33 years.

A Message from Lucille Colson:

What a wonderful and truly unexpected surprise it was that the
club presented to me last night. There are not enough words to say
how joyful I felt to be welcomed so warmly by everyone, to be praised
by the kind words and then, to be presented with lovely roses.
My membership in the NYCC has played an integral
role in my life. My time on the executive gave me wonderful learning years. Much of what I learned became very useful in other volunteer work and activities. Initially, I was reluctant to become
involved, but, in truth, it became one of the best decisions I ever
made. And I l o v e d i t !
The NYCC Executive benefits from member involvement and I know they are grateful for all assistance. It also makes
regular club attendance more meaningful. I s m y m e s s a g e g e t ting across?
Since I stepped down, circumstances have prevented my
attending meetings, but be assured I greatly miss “My Boys”
and I continue to feel honoured by the kindness and respect that is
always extended to me.
I do hope the club will find great pleasure as it continues meeting in the new Edithvale Community Centre. NYCC is the
best and may it continue to be so.
Most sincerely yours,
Lucille M. Colson

Master of ceremonies for the evening and club president Bill O’Brien
was presented with a- plaque recognizing the club’s 50 years of service to the numismatic community by Royal Canadian Numismatic
Association Ontario director Robert Forbes and general secretary
Paul Johnson. Johnson preceded the presentation with words of
praise for the club. The NYCC has been a member club of the
RCNA since the club’s founding in 1960 and has always maintained
strong ties to the national club. A number of RCNA notables have
been members of the North York club, including past presidents
Louise Graham, Jack Veffer and Dr. Marvin Kay. Paul Johnson and
Marvin Kay are both life members of the club.
The keynote speaker for the evening was Toronto historian Mike
Filey, an author, Toronto Sun columnist and radio talk show host.
NYCC member John Regitko, who has known Mike for many
years, introduced him. His presentation, “Toronto, Then and Now,”
was interesting and engaging, bringing back memories of Toronto.
Once a municipality of Toronto, North York is now part of the
amalgamated Ontario capital. The historian amazed the audience
with detailed facts he could recall at his fingertips. A trip down memory lane with Filey proved that Toronto’s past is far from boring.
Paul Petch, wearing his hat as the Ontario Numismatic Association president, welcomed club members on behalf of the ONA and
reminisced about his experiences as a member of the club. He
joined the club as a junior member in January 1962 and still actively serves the club as editor of its newsletter, the Bulletin.
Among the many door prizes — graciously donated by individuals and organizations — drawn throughout the evening were a
Double Dollar Proof set from the collection of Dora de Pédery-Hunt,
a special three-up “specimen” sheet of a fantasy note on velum that
the club released as part of its anniversary celebrations, a year membership in the RCNA and a subscription to Canadian Coin News.
As a special memento of the evening, Paul Petch produced a souvenir sheet with a mounted ribbon commemorating the evening.

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of a 50 years of
membership plaque by the Royal Canadian Numismatic
Association.Club President Bill O’Brien (left) accepts on behalf of
the club from Robert Forbes, Central Ontario Director and Paul
Johnson, Executive Secretary and also a NYCC club member.
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Robert Porter enjoys his time at the
banquet. Bob is a long-time member of the
club and serves as auctioneer.

To the right, NYCC Past Presidents Roger Fox (top left)
and Bob Wilson are put to work drawing winners in the
lucky draw. There was a 50-50 draw to end the evening.
Treasurer Ben Boelens holds the tickets while club member
Jim Heifetz draws the winner and Bill O’Brien looks on.

Toronto historian and media personality
Mike Filey delivers an entertaining and
informative after dinner talk with detail on
the development of the harbour front.
Norman G. Gordon added to the evening by
putting on display his collection of all of
Mike Filey’s books. Mike conceded that even
he does not own them all!

To the right, Paul Petch extends congratulations and best
wishes from the Ontario Numismatic Association in his
capacity as President.

This report
by Club secretary
Henry Nienhuis also
appeared in the
July 20 issue of
Canadian Coin News.
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MEMBER SITS ON
AINA BOARD

BEYOND THE BIG NICKEL
Nicholas Raymond of Sundre,
Alta., is dwarfed by this giant toonie.
Nicholas was with his mom Dayle,
dad Darren and sister Breanna in
Campbellford,
Ont., at the time.
The family was
visiting Dayle's
grandmother and
stopped to take a
photo of the colossal coin. "Nicholas
was
totally
awestruck by the
size of it," says
Dayle. Found in the November, 2008
issue of More of Our Canada.

Dr. Marvin Kay (NYCC #400)
sends a note that through the summer
he has been elected to the board of the
Board of the American Israel
Numismatic Association (AINA).
AINA is an international organization
devoted to the study of numismatics of
the State of Israel, as well as historically related items of Judaica.
AINA publishes THE SHEKEL, a
respected numismatic journal, six times
a year. [This publication has been in
operation for some time, and I have an
early run, including this premier issue
from the Spring, 1968. Ed.]
See their web site at
http://www.theshekel.org/
Charlene Lalonde of Sarnia, Ont.,
took this picture of her 12-year-old
niece, Meghan,
and her teny e a r - o l d
nephew, Tyler,
while vacationing
in
Virginiatown,
Ont. This huge
replica of the
first gold coin
minted in Canada, in 1908, features
an image of St. George and the
Dragon on one side and Edward VII
on the other. Found in the
February/March 2007 issue of Our
Canada.

JIM & MARY CHARLTON
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY WOOD
We send our best wishes and congratulations to Jim and Mary
Charlton who are celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary this
year. Jim sent these woods out to friends and the North York
Coin Club thanks him for the pair that have been added to the
club archives.
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A VISIT WITH AN EARLY
NORTH YORK COIN CLUB MEMBER
It was a delight to receive a telephone call from May Bunnett's daughter, June,
during the summer. May Bunnett was the second person to serve as secretary of the
Club and began her term as her husband, Ken, moved up to become President. The
call was an invitation to stop by and pick up May's early set of the North York Bulletin
as well as an early run of the Canadian Numismatic Journal. The Journals will be
offered as eirther auction items or draw prizes, based on the need for each.

COMING EVENTS FOR FALL 2010
SEPT. 26, Brampton, Brampton Coin Show,
Century Gardens Recreation Centre, 340
Vodden Road East. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Admission: $3, under 14 free. Buy, sell,
trade and appraise at over 40 tables of dealers, featuring coins, medals, tokens, paper
money, trade dollars, militaria. Children’s
table. Free parking. For more information,
contact B&W Coins & Tokens, Willard
Burton,
905-450-2870,
email
b_and_w@sympatico.ca.
OCT. 16, Oshawa, Durham Coin-A-Rama,
Five Points Mall, 285 Taunton Rd. E. Free
dealer, public, and membership draws, free
admission. Featuring paper, coins, tokens,
medals and many other items. For more information contact Sharon, telephone 905-7281352, email papman@bell.net.
OCT. 17, Mt. Elgin, 48th Annual Tillsonburg
Coin Show, Mt. Elgin Community Centre,
Hwy. 19. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. More than
25 dealer tables, buy, sell, trade and valuate,
lunch available, admission one loonie. For
more information contact Ralph Harrison,
telephone 519-842-8790, email rchar@sympatico.ca.
OCT. 23 - 24, Toronto, Torex - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hilton Toronto Airport
Hotel, 5975 Airport Rd. Featuring Canada’s
Finest Dealers. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $6. Under
16 free. Official Auctioneer: The Canadian
Numismatic Company, Marc Verret and Eric
Pacquet. The Hilton hotel is located directly
across from Toronto’s Pearson International
Airport. For more information call 416-7055348. Website: http://www.torex.net.
OCT. 24, Stratford, Stratford Coin Club’s
50th Anniversary Show, Army Navy Air
Force Hall, 151 Lorne Ave. East. Hours: 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission: $2 adults, 16 and
under free. Buy, sell coins, paper money,

tokens. Lunch is available. For more
information, contact Larry Walker, telephone 519-271-3352, email lswalker@cyg.net.
OCT. 30, Guelph, South Wellington
Coin Society Fall Show, Colonel John
McCrea Legion 919 York Rd. Hours:
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 50 dealer tables,
free parking, fully accessible, large display area, hot meals, free gold coin
draw, and selling half dollars for 49
cents. For more information contact
Lowell Wierstra, 8 Smart St Guelph ON, 519824-6534, email ljwierstra@sympatico.ca.
NOV. 6, Scarborough, 14th Annual
Scarborough Coin Club Show, Cedarbrook
Community Centre 91 Eastpark Blvd. Hours:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are at the location where
our club meets. Coins, paper money, tokens,
medals, club table, etc. Free admission and
draws, refreshments available. Tables still
available, contact Dick Dunn, email
cpms@idirect.com . or PO Box 562,
Pickering, ON, L1V 2R7.
NOV. 13 - 14, Cambridge , TL Coin Show,
Cambridge Hotel & Conference Centre, 700
Hespeler Road. Hours Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission adults $4,
seniors/students $2, young collectors 12 and
under free. Draw for gold coin. For information contact Linda Robinson, telephone 289235-9288, email lindarobinson@cogeco.ca,
or Tom Kennedy, telephone 519-271-8825.
Website: http://www.tlcoinshow.com.
NOV. 14, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club
Annual Fall Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent
Ave. Admission of $1 (juniors free) includes
hourly door prize draw and grand prize. Plenty
of free parking. For information contact M.
Clarke, telephone 519-735-0727, email
mclarke@wincom.net.

NOV. 20, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Coin
Club Show, Our Lady of Peace Hall, 6944
Stanley Ave. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free
parking, admission $2. Free gold coin draw,
coins, tokens, jewellery, paper money, medals,
and more. For more information contact 905227-3534.
DEC. 5, Woodstock, Woodstock Toy And
Collectibles Show And Sale, Auditorium and
Mutual/Market Buildings, Woodstock
Fairgrounds, 875 Nellis Street. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Admission $3, children under age 12
free when accompanied by an adult. More
than 210 vendor tables. For more information,
contact Ian Ward at 519-426-8875, Monday
to Friday before 8 p.m., email:
toyshow@kwic.com.
DEC. 5, Windsor, Essex County 6th Coin
Show and Sale, Fogolar Furlan 1800 EC Row
AveE. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excellent
selection of United States and Canadian coins,
paper money, merchant tokens, bank notes,
bullion, coin supplies, mint products. CoSponsored by Canadian Diabetes Association.
Admission by free-will donation to the
Canadian Diabetes Association. Dan Jones
club president, telephone 1-519-733-6296.
Listings are courtesy of
Canadian Coin News Coming Events
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HE FINDS TREASURE IN FRONT ST. TUNNEL
From a Toronto paper of June 1913
Toronto historian Mike Filey
discovered this item while doing
research through early Toronto
newspapers. He passed it along for
inclusion in The Bulletin. It
reports that one “H. Radcliffe
Unearths Coins Buried for 97
Years.” Pictures accompanying
the original article have been
replaced with better Breton
images.
After driving a tunnel under a storeroom
in the rear of T. J. Medland’s grocery store
at 134 Front St. east, H. Radcliffe, a labourer, found a treasure hoard, which had lain
there for 97 years. No, Mr. Radcliffe is not
going to buy a yacht and half a dozen automobiles — the hoard that he lighted upon
was four coins, of a total face value of four
cents. They are halfpenny tokens of Upper
Canada, issued in the day when Wellington
was winning Waterloo and Sir Isaac Brock
was the hero of the day in little Muddy York,
which was just recovering from the ravage
of the invading Americans who burned the
village in 1813.
One of the coins bears on its face a picture of two cupids placing a wreath on a
funeral urn, with the inscription: “Sir Isaac
Brock, the hero of Upper Canada.” The other
side bears the date “1816” and the words,
“Success to commerce and Peace to the
World.” On the face of another coin in the
head of the Duke of Wellington, with the
inscription, “Wellington halfpenny Token,”
and on the reverse side the familiar figure of
Britannia surrounded by a laurel wreath,
with the date “1814,” The other coins were
so worn as to be illegible.

The building under which the coins were
found is one of the oldest in the city. Dr. W.
W. Baldwin, father of the famous reformer
Robert Baldwin, erected it. This week
Medland Bros. Decided to make some alterations, and it was the excavations for them
that brought the coins to light. Radcliffe was
digging under the storehouse at a depth of
ten feet when he found the coins.
A ravine formerly existed at this point,
running from Adelaide to King. It has been
filled in, however, as far back as man of today can remember.
In a directory of the town In the year
1816, in that part of town bounded on the
east by New street on the west by Peter
street, there were but 3 buildings: the
Episcopal Church, the jail and a schoolhouse
were side by side on this part of King east.
The present St. James’ Cathedral marks the
site. The jail has long since been removed,
and the schoolhouse was burnt in the time of
the war of 1814. It is impossible to say
whether the four cents discovered were the
result of a collection at the church or the
buried loot of a prisoner.

Tokens found included Brock, below left, Wellington, below right, and what appeared
to be a Bust & Harp obverse in the original article, as pictured above.
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EXTREMELY RARE 2,200-YEAR OLD GOLD COIN
UNCOVERED BY EXCAVATIONS AT TELL KEDESH
A r c h a e o l o g i s t s w o r k i n g i n Te l
Kedesh in northern Israel have uncovered an extremely rare 2,200-year-old
gold coin, minted in Alexandria by
King Ptolemy V.
The coin, which apparently served
ritual purposes, depicts a queen —
apparently Arsinoë II — wife of her
brother Ptolemy II
The extremely rare 2200-year old
gold coin was uncovered recently in the
excavations of the University of
Michigan and University of Minnesota
a t Te l l K e d e s h i n I s r a e l n e a r i t s
Lebanese border. The coin was minted
in Alexandria by Ptolemy V in 191 BCE
and bears the name of the wife of
Ptolemy II, Arsinoë Philadephus (II).
According to Dr. Donald T. Ariel,
head of the Coin Department of the
Israel Antiquities Authority, “This is an
amazing numismatic find. The coin is
beautiful and in excellent preservation.
It is the heaviest gold coin with the
highest contemporary value of any coin
ever found in an excavation in Israel.
The coin weighs almost one ounce
(27.71 grams), while most ancient gold
coins weighed 4.5 grams. In Ariel’s
words, “This extraordinary coin was
apparently not in popular or commercial use, but had a symbolic function.
The coin may have had a ceremonial
function related to a festival in honor of
Queen Arsinoë, who was deified in her
lifetime. The denomination is called a
mnaieion, meaning a one-mina coin,
and is equivalent to 100 silver drachms,
or a mina of silver.
The obverse (‘head’) of the coin
depicts Arsinoë II Philadelphus. The
reverse (‘tail’) depicts two overlapping
cornucopias (horns-of-plenty) decorated with fillets. The meaning of the word
Philadelphus is brotherly love. Arsinoë
II, daughter of Ptolemy I Soter, was
married at age 15 to one of Alexander
the Great’s generals, Lysimachus, king
of Thrace. After Lysimachus’ death she
married her brother, Ptolemy II, who
established a cult in her honor. This
mnaieion from Tel Kedesh attests to the

The coin is 2,200 years old and was minted in Alexandria, Egypt in 191 BCE
by Ptolemy V and bears the name of the wife of Ptolemy II, Arsinoe. The
Israel Antiquities Authority says the coin is the heaviest and has the highest
contemporary value of any coin ever found in an excavation in Israel. The
coin weighs almost one ounce (27.71 grams), while most ancient gold coins
weighed 4.5 grams. The denomination is called a mnaieion, meaning a onemina coin, and is equivalent to 100 silver drachms, or a mina of silver.
Photographer: Sue Webb; Courtesy Israel Antiquities Authority
staying power of the cult, since the coin
was minted a full 80 years after the
queen’s death.
According to Ariel, “It is rare to find
Ptolemaic coins in Israel dating after
the country came under Seleucid rule in
200 BCE. The only other gold
Ptolemaic coin from an excavation in
Israel (from ‘Akko) dates from the period of Ptolemaic hegemony, in the third
century BCE, and weighs less than two
grams.”
The excavations at Tell Kedesh,
conducted since 1997, has uncovered a
large Persian/Hellenistic administrative
building, complete with reception halls,
dining facilities, store rooms and an
archive. While the documents in the
archive were not preserved, the excavations yielded 2043 bullae, from which
the flourishing of the Hellenistic phase
of the building can be dated to the first
half of the second century BCE.

Ariel notes that although the
inscription on the coin identifies the
queen as Arsinoë Philadelphus, “it is
plausible that the second-century BCE
mnaieia actually depict cryptic portraits
of the reigning queens. Consequently,
t h e q u e e n r e p r e s e n t e d o n t h e Te l l
Kedesh mnaieion may actually be
Cleopatra I, daughter of Antiochus III,
whose marriage to Ptolemy V in 193
sealed the formal end of the Fifth
Syrian War.”
Some three years ago an
Alexandrine hoard of Ptolemaic gold
coins appeared on the world antiquities market. That hoard, however, contained no coins of Ptolemy V, so the
extreme rarity of the mnaieion from
Tell Kedesh remains unimpaired.
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RECOMMENDED HISTORICAL FICTION — COMPILED FROM THE WEB BY PAUL PETCH
This article and its information is a little different from what you will normally see in these
pages. It is actually a distillation of a discussion
that came out of a request, “Would anyone and
everyone, please, chime in and give me some
recommendations for historical fiction pertaining to ancient times (specifically Greek and
Roman, but the request is wide open) that would
offer a riveting good story but captures the
times relatively well?”
So, here are the recommendations:
From Gary Waddingham: I personally
think Mary Renault is hard to beat. Here are her
books: The Last of the Wine (1956) - set in
Athens during the Peloponnesian War; the narrator is a student of Socrates; The King Must
Die (1958) - the mythical Theseus up to his
father’s death (generally considered the best);
The Bull from the Sea (1962) - the remainder
of Theseus’ life; The Mask of Apollo (1966) an actor at the time of Plato and Dionysius the
Younger; Fire from Heaven (1969) - Alexander
the Great from the age of four up to his father’s
death; The Persian Boy (1972) - from Bagoas’s
perspective; Alexander the Great after the conquest of Persia; The Praise Singer (1978) - the
poet Simonides of Ceos; Funeral Games (1981)
- Alexander’s successors
From “Robert”: Probably the all-time classic historical fiction is “I, Claudius” from
Robert Graves. Great, great read, tons of historicity, plus you have the option of showing the
BBC production. Haven’t read it in a while but
I believe it’s not too graphic, considering
Caligula and Tiberius are in it.
Colleen McCullough’s several books about
Rome (Republic continuing to rise of Augustus)
are also hugely enjoyable to read. I was reading “The October Horse” about the same time
I was watching the HBO “Rome” episodes and
McCullough was much more historically
accurate.
Try Mary Renault’s series about Alexander
the Great, those are also considered classics —
for example, “The King Must Die.” Again, I
read it a while ago so I don’t recall specifically whether there are any really racy scenes.
It will probably be tough to come up with
books that don’t have *some* salacious content,
though, given the times, personalities, and what
sells.
From Marvin Tameanko: I am giving
away my age but I still think the best books for
students are not fiction but archaeological
based, popular literature, which read like fiction
but are factual, such as those written by Leonard
Cottrell. I grew up on these books such as, The

Bull of Minos, The Lost Pharaohs, The Great
Invasion, Enemy of Rome, Wonders of
Antiquity, The Lion Gate, The Land of Shinar,
Queen of the Pharaohs. Truth is often stranger
than fiction, and much more exciting.
I want to contribute my favorite fictional
books. I like the works of H. N. Turtletaub.
They are well-researched, based on solid historical facts, and describe coinage correctly. The
books are; ‘Justinian, Over the Wine-Dark Sea,
The Gryphon’s Skull, The Sacred Land,’ and
the ‘Owls to Athens.’ He writes well and
Justinian is most enjoyable.
From Phil Davis: The “Roma sub Rosa”
series by Steven Saylor is superb, better than
anything in this genre other than “I, Claudius.”
These are murder mysteries, but don’t be put
off; the historical treatment of late Republican
Rome is pitch-perfect. I personally don’t care
for Renault, and didn’t like McCullough at all,
when last I tried to read her. I do like Gore
Vidal’s “Julian,” and Graves’ lesser-known
“Count Bellisarius” is also terrific.
From Dick Schaefer: I too don’t like
McCullough. She pays attention to external
detail, but her characters act like her concept of
modern Americans, not like first century
Romans. I returned her book to the library after
~25 pages of people discussing money, money,
money.
A classic not mentioned so far is a novel by
Zimmern. I forget the title but his name is
unusual enough. The story is set during the
time of Athens’ expedition to Syracuse. It’s
fairly long, not fast-paced, but experts say it
catches the Athenian mentality just right.
Saylor’s roman mysteries are 90% good.
They do capture well the ruthlessness of the
times, but they are spoiled by bloodthirsty endings. Just like afternoon thunderstorms, one
can count on a battle, volcanic eruption or murderous ambush to roll around about 15 pages
from the end. After 2-3 books, this begins to
pall.
On a lighter note, Sprague de Camp’s historical novels are quite enjoyable. Don’t be
confused into reading his SF or fantasy; there
are several real historical novels. Dragon of the
Ishtar Gate is an approximation of one title.
His heroes are always getting into and out of
trouble, but they’re fun to follow and you learn
about the ancient world on the way.
Finally, The Fall of Night is a favorite of
mine. A college professor, through a fluke of
time, wakes up in Rome c.500 AD. He then proceeds to try and prevent the Dark Ages!
Wouldn’t you? Read on; his idea is quite clever.

From Jeff Einarson: The McCullough
books are quite an achievement of research and
blending in of a readable story. Far and away
my favourite set above Saylor and Davis. The
latter two are a fun read, but know the actual history going in (I guess that could be said for any
of them).
Two that I haven’t seen mentioned yet are
Robert Harris with “Pompeii” and what I think
to be a superior novel in “Imperium” (see link).
http://www.amazon.ca/Imperium-NovelA n c i e n t - R o b e r t Harris/dp/074326603X/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1?ie=U
TF8&s=books&qid=1196453458&sr=8-1
Also, Simon Scarrow is a lot of fun.
Fictionalized series of the Roman Legions in
Britain, etc., set during the Claudian dynasty.
From Warren Esty: Anything by Alfred
Duggan is great. Only half is Roman, the other
half is medieval, including crusader. “The Little
Emperors” is 5th C. Britain. “Three’s
Company” has Lepidus, Antony, and
Octavian.” “Family Favorites” is about
Elagabal. “Children of the Wolf” (aka
“Founding Fathers”) is about the founding of
Rome. “Winter Quarters” is about two Gallic
soldiers first under Caesar ands then under
Crassus. “King of Pontus” is about Mithradates
Eupator. “Count Bohemond” the first, in the
first crusade. Duggan had a real feel for the
times.
A favorite is “The Unconquered Sun” by
Ralph Dulin, about the time of Aurelian from
the point of view of Severina. Her trip through
the devastated Balkins is evocative of the very
hard times the empire was having.
Another one, surprisingly good, is
“Confessors of the Name” by Gladys Schmitt,
set in the time of Trajan Decius, with a lot more
Roman emphasis and less Christian emphasis
than the title would suggest.
Now if you really want some fiction you
will like, try to find “The Coin Collectors” by
Pierre Bastien. It is not historical fiction, but set
about 1990 in Paris. Bastien was a major collector and scholar who wrote this wonderful
book with characters from the scholarly world,
dealers, and quirky collectors. It has no real
plot. It just wanders through the collecting and
museum scene showing a bit of all sides of our
obsession. I say, “Try to find” because it is very
hard to find.
For those wishing to view the full item on
the Web, visit
http://www.mycoinpage.com/Articles/Recom
mended_Historical_Fiction.htm

