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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Circle May 1st on your calendar for the
North York Coin Club rummage sale at
Edithvale Community Centre. It will be held
between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. in the gym. We
are selling tables for twenty ($20.00) dollars
each, with all the proceeds being kept by the
individual seller. We are also accepting your
donation “rummage” for sale at a Club table
and any monies received will go directly to the
Club Treasury. If you have items for the sale
at the Club table, please bring them to the next
meeting, or make arrangements at the meet-
ing, by e-mail or with a telephone call and the
club will pick them up.

Please take note that this will be the last
meeting at the old Edithvale Community
Centre before the new Community Centre
opens this fall. It will be a welcome sight to
see new, larger, modern meeting rooms with
ample space for our club to grow and comfort-
ably accept new members.

Please also circle June 8th 2010 on your
calendar for the NYCC banquet at Swiss Pick
Restaurant at 445 Rexdale Blvd. I would like
all of our members and friends to attend for a

night of fun, entertainment and education
with Toronto Sun columnist Mike Filey as our
guest speaker. It will be one of the highlights
of our club’s anniversary events this year.

The club needs your help to sell out the
club’s 50th anniversary medal. It would be
nice to have these items for our banquet in
June. Please, if you are a member or wish to
show support for the club, purchase one of
these limited edition medals soon. Order
forms are available on the club web site. Sales
are going ahead fairly well, but all 100 must
be spoken for so work on production may
begin . . . and a special “thank you” to every-
one who already has their medals on order.

Finally, as mentioned before, we need
draw prizes. Please consider donating any
surplus items you have kicking around your
house to the club for draw prizes, as our prize
lots are almost nonexistent. This is our pri-
mary method of fundraising for our club and
all funds will be well spent subsidising the
June banquet.

Thank you for your continued support of
the club and its executive.

Bill O’Brien

THE BULLETIN FOR APRIL 2010

Membership Is Important! Everyone reading this bulletin, and especially those who are
already club members, are reminded that the operation of this club depends upon the  revenues
from membership dues. Your 2010 dues are overdue... still only $10. Cheques should be made
out to the North York Coin Club and mailed to the club address shown on the masthead, or you
may pay by cheque or cash at the next meeting. Thanks for taking care of this promptly!

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 27

We start gathering at 7:00 p.m. with
meeting start scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

The feature speaker this month is Jim
Bakes, a collector of ancient, primarily
Roman coins. Jim is a retired teacher who
now researches and relates information on
his collecting specialty. He did this as the
editor of the Journal of the Classical and
Medieval Numismatic Society for five
years from 2000 through 2004. During
that time he wrote some special articles for
the CN Journal, presenting Roman coins to
the general collector and winning the Guy
Potter award for best article of the year in
2004. For the past three years he has been
a columnist for the CN Journal with his
series Nummus Matrix. His talk and slide
show, 12 Stories from the Nummus Matrix,
will highlight some of his favourite coins
from the series.

With the O.N.A. Convention out of the
way, we will also have some stories, news
and pictures from our members who
attended the event.

We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Remember to bring some items 

for the auction!

Members are invited to pre-list their auc-
tion items in the bulletin. Send a descrip-
tion of your planned auction item to the
editor at p.petch@rogers.com at least two
weeks before the meeting.

Reserve Tuesday, June 8 2010 for the North York Coin Club’s 50th Anniversary Banquet!
Tickets go on sale at the March meeting for $25 per person. All extra costs are being subsidized
by the club. It’s a buffet dinner that includes salad, with chicken, pasta and beef selections, veg-
gies and desert. All beverages are extra. Read the flyer attached to this newsletter.

North York Coin Club 50th Anniversary Medal: You can download and print your own order form from our web site at 
http://www.northyorkcoinclub.ca/ Be sure to tell your friends about it!
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The 554th meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, March 23rd, 2010
in room 123 of the Edithvale Community
Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive, North York,
Ontario.

The meeting was hammered to order at
7:32 p.m. with President Bill O’Brien, in the
chair. There were 32 members and 5 guests
in attendance for the meeting.

The member’s name drawn for the on-
time attendance draw was Russell Brown.
Russ was present to receive his prize and as
a result, the pot will restart at $2 for the April
meeting.

The Secretary asked the members pres-
ent if there were any errors or omissions in
the minutes of the February 23rd, 2010 meet-
ing published in the March newsletter; no
changes were identified by the members.
Member Marvin Kay made a motion to
accept the minutes as published and was sec-
onded by member Len Kuenzig. Motion
carried. As the next order of business, a
Treasurer’s report was presented by Ben
Boelens.

Bill O’Brien welcomed the guests pres-
ent at the meeting. Junior guest, Michael G.,
was attending the meeting with his father.
Bill asked him to stand tell the members
what his collecting interests were. Michael’s
focus at the moment is 1-cent and 5-cent
coins in circulation. We would be very happy
to see Michael at future meetings! Also in
attendance was David O. David is currently
not an active collector but was invited to
attend by one of our members he knows.

The presentation for the meeting was by

Ben Boelens and featured a DVD he bor-
rowed from the O.N.A. library entitled Coins
of the Philippines.

Ben is an avid world coin collector. He
currently describes his collecting focus as “I
collect the World” but he does recognize that
he may have to specialize somewhat as his
collecting focus matures; after all “the world”
is a big place! The coins of the Philippines’
have a special place in Ben’s heart . . . his
wife is from the Philippines and he has vis-
ited the country many times. Throughout the
presentation, Ben related various anecdotes
of his travel experience in the area. The fea-
tured DVD was of a talk given by numismat-
ic author David W. Lange, as part of the edu-
cational series by the ANA at the Baltimore
Convention Center in 1993. Lange spoke
about the Philippines as the little known U.S.
colony and the War for Independence
between the Philippines and the United
States.

Although Filipino revolutionary forces
under Emilio Aguinaldo proclaimed inde-
pendence from Spanish colonial rule with
their victory in the Battle of Manila Bay on
June 12, 1898, it was never recognized by the
United States or Spain. The islands were
ceded to the United States in the 1898 Treaty
of Paris, in consideration for an indemnity for
Spanish expenses and assets lost. Tensions
between the Philippine and the American
governments escalated with the conflicting
movements for independence and coloniza-
tion and by the feelings of betrayal on the part
of Aguinaldo. The Malolos Congress
declared war on the United States on June 2,
1899, with Pedro Paterno, President of

MEETING NEWS OF THE MARCH 2010 MEETING

Video: “U.S. Coinage of the Philippines”
From 1898 to 1946, the Philippine Islands

were administered by the United States. A
unique series of coins was produced at the U.S.
Mints, which bore the identities of both lands.
These coins reveal a lot of the rich history of the
Philippines. These fascinating and very col-
lectible issues have been largely overlooked by
American and foreign collectors and present an
important opportunity for the adventurer
numismatist.

We find out that the Spaniards ruled the
Philippines for something like 200 years. When
the U.S. defeated Spain by sinking all of their
ships in the Far East in 1898, the U.S. obtained
the Philippines as part of the spoils of war. U.S.
troops occupied the country, ultimately turned
it into a U.S. possession and installed a civil
government, and introduced regular U.S.
coinage to their economy. However, these coins
did not fit the Spanish coinage with which the
Filipinos were familiar, and therefore new coins
were struck at the U.S. Mint with both the U.S.
and the Phil ippines names on them.
Denominations reverted to the basic Spanish
denominations of peso and centavos, written in
Spanish (i.e. “Un” instead of “One”). We also
find that reduction in size, weight and fineness
also affected their coinage. Provisional pat-
terns, the use of symbols (i.e. 3 main Island
groups and the eagle), the Spanish influence on
design (the use of the Pillars of Hercules) and
the American influence (Woodrow Wilson and
Franklin Roosevelt’s busts, the Barber design,
the eagle, the federal shield of the U.S.), the
reasons for chop marks, and many other facts
are explained. We also find that although the
San Francisco Mint struck the early coins, an
American-owned Mint in Manila struck later
issues (identified by an “M” mint-mark).

Ben Boelens spoke on the US Coins of the Philippines
Roosevelt and Quezon on 1936

Commenwealth commemorative Large size one Peso 1903-06

Continued next page...



Congress, issuing a Proclamation of War. The Philippine-American war
ensued between 1899 and 1902.

The Philippines remained under U.S. colonial rule from 1905
until full independence from the United States in 1946. They attained
partial autonomy when commonwealth status was granted in 1935,
with plans for full independence interrupted by the Japanese occupa-
tion during World War II.

With this shared history, Lange firmly believes that Philippine
coinage from this period should be part of any complete collection of
American coinage. Coins from this series often represent numismat-
ic rarities and are considered undervalued by many who recognize them
as American coinage.

After the DVD, Ben answered questions from the audience, often
referring back to his travels and experiences within the country.

At 8:40 pm, Bill O’Brien called for the refreshment break. After
the break, we resumed a short discussion of business topics on the
agenda.

Bill O’Brien mentioned that the May 25th meeting of the club will
need to be relocated due to the construction of the new Community
Centre. Demolition of the old building will be earlier then previously
planned. The building will begin to be dismantled in mid-May. As a
result, the May meeting will be held in the Bayview Arena, at 3230
Bayview Avenue. This is on the west side of Bayview just north of
Finch Avenue. If you are planning to take the TTC, the 39 Finch East
Bus stops at Bayview Ave.

It was announced that a fund raising rummage sale is planned for
May 1st, in the Edithvale Gymnasium. We have booked the space
indoors in consideration of the weather. It was suggested that we sell
tables for $20.00 a piece to anyone who would like to sell items.
Another thought was that we charge a percentage of sales, but this
seemed logistically complicated. The members were reminded to
bring donations of non-numismatic items for the club to sell with pro-
ceeds going to help offset 50th anniversary expenses.

Tickets for our special 50th Anniversary Banquet on Tuesday, June
8th are now on sale. The tickets are $25.00 per person. The featured
speaker is Mike Filey, Toronto Sun Columnist and Historian. The din-
ner will be in the form of a buffet with Beef, Chicken and Vegetable
Entrees. There will be a cash bar open at 6:30, with dinner at 7:00.

Member Paul Petch asked for the floor to tell the membership about
the upcoming O.N.A. convention at Kingston on April 16-18. There
is an auction, conducted by Jeffrey Hoare Auctions on Friday evening
and a Banquet on Saturday evening. Register now to avoid disappoint-
ment as space is now limited. While Paul had the floor, he was asked
about the status of our commemorative medal. We have sold approx-
imately 50 with another 13 more sales pending.

As the final business item of the evening Bill O’Brien took a poll
of members present regarding the question “Do you want the club to
forward you, via email, information regarding- auction sales, coming
numismatic events and sister club newsletters we receive?” The major-
ity present agreed to this forwarding of material, at the executives dis-
cretion, considering it a beneficial activity.

This month’s Lucky Draw winners were- Tony Hine (2), Marvin
Kay, Avner Bar-Moshe, Richard Duquette (2), Raj Makhijani, Bill
O’Brien, Phillip Simms, Roger Fox, Franco Farronato, Ben Boelens,
Bob Velensky, Terry O’Brien. The club earned $31.00 through the sale
of draw tickets. The lucky draw was intermixed throughout the
evening’s auction, receipts from which added $9.30 to the club’s
coffers.

The Club thanks Italo Villella and Paul Petch for donating draw
prize material. As a special note, the draw prizes this month featured
a special 50th anniversary item consisting of a specially packaged 1994
O.N.A. medal. Please mention your donations to the club secretary so
that your support can be recognized in the minutes and newsletter.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.
As a reminder, our next meeting is April 27th 2010. And remem-

ber to keep Tuesday June 8th open! This is the evening of the 50th

anniversary banquet, featuring special guest speaker Toronto histori-
an Mike Filey. Tickets are on sale now, so confirm your plans to
attend!
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Upon retirement as our Treasurer, Len Kuenzig was pre-
sented the wood 1967 inlay shown in the centre of this pic-
ture. Taken in Len’s basement, he wrote with the request,
“Could you include this photo in next month’s  news letter

along with my appreciation for the 1967 piece.”

A display of notes that are part of Ben’s Philippines collection
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Throughout 1961 the North York Coin
Club made further advances and the Club’s
membership continued to grow. By the sum-
mer it was necessary to relocate to a large
meeting room, this time in the North York
Memorial Community Hall, 5090 Yonge St.
The enthusiasm and dedication this early
group exhibited resulted in a highly success-
ful show and banquet being organized.
First Annual Banquet

The first annual show and banquet was
held Saturday, March 4th 1961. Sixty-one
members and guests attended including visi-
tors from clubs all over southern Ontario.

As part of the show, a number of club
members competed in an exhibition of their
collections. The display judges for the evening
were Bruce R. Brace, Bill English and Mr.
Pelkey. Winning ribbons were awarded to:

Mr. R. Sauro – English Crowns
John K. Curtis – Canadian Currency
Ken Bunnett – Canadian Tokens
John K. Curtis – Wooden Money
Mrs. May Bunnett – British Coronation

and Commemorative Medals
At the banquet Mrs. Louise Graham was

presented with a Club Honourary Life
Membership by President John Curtis in
appreciation for her help in the formation of
the club and her part in making arrangements

for the banquet. The presentation was made in
the form of a scroll designed and drawn by
Herb Samways.

In addition to the banquet and show, a 90-
lot auction was also featured. All in all, the club
recorded a very successful first attempt at a
show and banquet event.
Commemorative Medallion

1961 was also the year that the club decid-
ed to hold a contest to determine a “Club
Emblem” and also issue a commemorative
medal celebrating the founding of the club.
Although it was originally planned to choose
the winner from artwork or ideas submitted by
members early in the year, the February 28th

meeting saw the extension of the contest to the
summer with the hope of receiving further
submissions. At the time two designs had been
received. The September 26th meeting acted as
the forum for the announcement of the win-
ning design for the commemorative medal
and the official decision on the club’s emblem.

The winning design for the club’s emblem
was submitted by Kenneth Bunnet. He chose
the central allegorical figure from the obverse
of the 1822 Lesslie & Sons 2d currency token,
Breton 717, a classic in the Canadian Colonial
tokens series. The legend read: “NORTH
YORK COIN CLUB” around the top and
“EST. 1960” at the base. This design also
became the obverse of the commemorative
medal.

The Lesslie twopence was selected as the
basic design for the emblem and medal
because of its local historical significance.
The firm of Lesslie and Sons, a druggist and
book store business was established in 1822 in
the Town of York. William Lyon Mackenzie,
the famous journalist and politician turned
rebel, is thought to have been an early partner
in the firm. Perhaps it is he who contributed
to the early use of the name “Toronto” in the
legend of the business’ token- a decade prior
to the name being adopted. The original token
dies were engraved by Thomas Wells Ingram
and it was struck by Boulton & Watt in
Birmingham, England.

The reverse design for the NYCC found-
ing medal was submitted by John Curtis. It is
based on the coat of arms of the Township of
North York: a shield split in three sections, at
the shields right (dexter) position a sheaf of

grain, at the left (sinister) position a set of
scales, and at the top (chief) a beaver and a
crown. This was surrounded with the words
“Progress with Economy.” The club obtained
official permission to use the arms of the
township.

At the same time as the design was
announced, the decision on where the medal
would be produced was also announced.
Henry Birks and Sons Ltd., of Toronto were
chosen to engrave and strike the medal.

Alead strike of the club medal was shown
at the January 23rd meeting, and bronze medals
were available for sale, for $3.50 to members
and $4.00 to non-members, at the second
Annual Banquet on March 31st 1962. The total
mintage of these bronze pieces was kept to
100. In addition, silver and gold-filled medals
were available on a special order basis. A full
set of three medals was priced at $25.00 while
silver priced at $8.00 individually and gold-
filled at $14.00. Atotal of 14 sets were ordered
and 6 individual tokens in silver. Thus the
final tally of medals produced is: 100 in
bronze, 20 in silver and 14 gold-filled.

THE NORTH YORK COIN CLUB IN THE EARLY SIXTIES
BBYY HHEENNRRYY NNIIEENNHHUUIISS

John K. Curtis Ken Bunnett

Mrs. Louis Graham

Continued next page...



Executive Elections
Following the requirements of the club’s

constitution, an executive election was held
at the end of the year. The newly elected
executive consisted of:

Kenneth Bunnett President
Kenneth Beavis Vice President
May Bunnett Secretary-

Treasurer-Editor
Kaj Rasmussen Director
Douglas Foster Director
Laurence Young Director
Harvey Farrow Librarian

The club ended the year with their regu-
lar meeting on December 20th with 40 mem-
bers attending a pot-luck Christmas party
and show-and-tell.

By the February 1962 meeting the club
membership had reached 81 members. In
March 31st of that year the membership spon-
sored its second annual show and banquet.
The banquet speaker was none other than the
numismatic ambassador himself, John J.
Pittman. Pittman was the current CNAdirec-
tor for the eastern US district. Among the
many numismatic topics he discussed that
evening was the legendary 1936 dot
Canadian coinage. He also talked about the
upcoming joint ANA-CNA convention at
Detroit in August 15-18. This was an historic
event, the first time the two associations held
a joint convention.

Although not becoming a member until
April of 1964, another numismatic legend,
James E. Charlton (member #172), was an
active participant at the NYCC meetings.
He spoke on many subjects from his views
and highlights of the Florida Coin
Convention, the steps in acquiring a collec-
tion of coins over time-taking into the col-

lector’s budget, to Odd and Unusual Money.
Current club life-members Paul Petch

and Roger Fox, then junior members of the
NYCC, spoke at the January general meet-
ing on numismatic topics. Petch talked about
the job carried out by Chartered Banks in
Canada, while Fox talked about his view of
the future of numismatics from the collec-
tor’s perspective.

As the club embarked on its fourth year,
members began to look at the benefits of
membership; the clubs library became a
focal point. A special committee was
appointed and throughout the year acquisi-
tions and donation were highlighted in the
club bulletin. The bulletin itself was also
highlighted a few months earlier when Selby
O’Brien was made editor in October 1961,
which was a newly appointed position.
Previously the bulletin had be the responsi-
bility of the secretary.
Boy Scout Badge

In April 1960 a number of NYCC club
members- Curtis, Bunnett, Young,
Samways, and Hartjes collaborated on a sub-
mission to the National Council of Boy
Scouts of Canada. The group proposed a
Coin Collectors badge be added to the pos-
sible achievements a Boy Scout could be
recognized for. In January of 1963 the
National Council approved such a badge.
The wording for the requirements of the
badge was based largely on the wording of
the NYCC submitted proposal. The Council
had invited and received entries from all
across Canada. Further, in May the club
received a letter informing them their design
for the badge had been selected along with
examples of the final badge for display to the
club membership.

Annual Show and Auction
Saturday March 30th, 1963 was the date

of the third NYCC Show and Auction held
at the North York Community Hall. No ban-
quet was associated with the show in lieu of
a planned summer pot-luck picnic in
Woodland Park, sponsored by members Mr.
and Mrs. Conson. Over 400 members and
visitors paid the 25 cents admission to the
show, which along with bourse tables for
dealers featured a club sponsored table sell-
ing coin supplies. In addition the number of
exhibits had grown to a record 44 cases. The
following members won ribbons in their
categories:

Ed Schroeder Medals
John Curtis Foriegn Coins
Lee Robinson Junior Exhibit
Roger Fox Best of Show
Winfred Mather Honorable Mention

The auction consisted of over 100 lots.
The nominations committee, with Cecile

Langille as chairman, collected a full roster
of candidates for the 1964 executive. The
following people we elected by acclamation:

Douglas M. Foster President
Kenneth Bunnett Past President
Mrs. Louise Graham 1st Vice Pres.
J. H. MacKenzie 2nd Vice Pres.
Harvey Farrow Treasurer
Elizabeth Wyn Wood Director
E. W. Watts Director
Dr. J. Stiles Director
Roger Fox Junior Director
Paul Petch Librarian

The following January, 1964, the club
faced its first challenge at the General
Meeting. The newly appointed President,
Doug Foster, resigned the position citing a
heavy personal workload as well as being
club secretary and Bulletin editor. The exec-
utive was revised to include:

Mrs. Louise Graham President
Dr. J. H. Stiles Secretary
Roger Fox Editor

As a result of the change in executive, the
annual show at the North York Community
Hall, was postponed until Saturday, May 2,
1964.

By the 50th meeting of the club, on May
26th, 1964, membership in the club had
grown to 171 members.
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James E. Charlton, NYCC member # 172
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LATVIA WINS 2010 COIN OF THE YEAR (COTY) AWARD
WWIITTHH RREEPPOORRTT BBYY DDAAVVIIDD CC..  HHAARRPPEERR,,  NNUUMMIISSMMAATTIICC NNEEWWSS

Latvia wins the 2010 Coin of the Year Award and Hungary
takes home the People’s Choice Award, World Coin News Publisher
Scott Tappa announced January 12 2010.

ACOTY international panel of judges concluded voting January
8 and the public online voting for the People’s Choice Award ended
January 10. “I would like to congratulate the winners from both
rounds of voting,” Tappa said. “What makes the results especially
interesting is this is the third time Hungary has won the People’s
Choice Award.”

World Coin News recognized both winners January 30 at the
World Money Fair in Berlin. Krause Publications of the United
States publishes World Coin News and Numismatic News, in addi-
tion to many respected numismatic catalogues and research titles.
The annual Coin of the Year competition receives nominations
from an international consortium of mint representatives and numis-
matists. The judging is conducted by an international panel of the
world’s leading Mint officials, medalists, journalists, central bank
and museum officials.

The new Coin of the Year topped the Best Gold category. It is
a 20 lati issued by the Bank of Latvia. It marks the 15th anniversary
of the renewal of the lats currency after Latvia regained independ-
ence from the old Soviet Union. The original design was created in
1922 by Teodors Zalkalns but never used. The Best Gold nomina-
tion from Canada was the $300 Summer Moon Mask.

The Hungarian People’s Choice winner is a 5,000 forint .925
fine silver coin designed by Gabor Gati to honor the Tokaj wine
region of Hungary. There is just one round of People’s Choice vot-
ing and the nominees are handled independently of the COTY
competitors. The Canadian nominee was the Vancouver 2010 $25
Silver Hologram - Bobsleigh.

The U.S. American Eagle one-ounce silver coin won the Most
Popular coin category in the first-round COTY vote.The Canadian
entry for Most Popular was the 25-Cent Anne of Green Gables

This year’s Trade Coin category winner is a bimetallic 2-euro
coin issued by the Central Bank of Cyprus. The coin depicts an
ancient statue cross. The Canadian entry was the 25-Cent Poppy
Circulation Coin

Other first-round winners include a silver 100 tenge commem-
orating Ghengis Khan from the Kazakhstan Mint. It topped the
Most Historically Significant category, which honors persons or
events of 100 or more years in the past. The Canadian nominee was
the striking $15 Silver Playing Card Money - Queen of Spades.

In a related category of Best Contemporary Event, which
marks events or persons from less than 100 years ago, a silver 10
sheqalim from the Bank of Israel that commemorates 60 years of
statehood of modern Israel received the most first-round votes.

Continued next page...
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This year’s competition, featuring coins dated 2008, was passion-
ately contested. The COTY winner was chosen in two rounds of vot-
ing. The first determined the winners of 10 categories and the second
round chose the Coin of the Year from those 10 initial winners.

The Royal Canadian Mint was a standout in the running for the
awards, after it received nine nominations for the 2010 awards. This
was the most nominations to be earned by any mint.

The Mint was also delighted that two nominations received by
Panama (for the commemorative Children’s Hospital Quarter Balboa
and the Breast Cancer Awareness Quarter Balboa) represent coins
engraved and produced by the Mint. The Mint produced circulation
coins for 16 foreign countries in 2008.

“The Royal Canadian Mint celebrated a century of achievement
in 2008 and we take great pride in knowing that so many of the col-
lector and circulation coins we produced were worthy of early
recognition by the prestigious Coin of the Year Awards,” said Ian
E. Bennett, Royal Canadian Mint President and CEO. “Garnering
the most nominations of any mint is a testament to the excellence
of our coins and to the talent of our people.”

Nominations for the 2011 award can be made by anyone from
among the many world coin issues dated 2009. Submit them with
images and full descriptions to Lisa Bellavin at lisa.bellavin@fwme-
dia.com.

A German silver 10-euro commemorative coin topped the Best
Silver Coin category. The issue honors writer Franz Kafka, who was
born 125 years before, in 1883. The Canadian entry in this catego-
ry was Special Edition Silver Dollar - Royal Canadian Mint
Centennial

The Austrian Mint’s 10-euro silver coin for Abbey
Klosterneuberg received the most votes in the Best Crown catego-
ry. Crowns are coins that are 34 millimeters or larger in diameter and
usually are silver or a base metal silver substitute.

The 65th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising against the
Nazi occupation is the theme of the 200 zlotych gold coin issued by
the National Bank of Poland that won the Most Artistic Coin
category. The Canadian entry was the Edward VII image in the $15
Silver Effigies of Royalty series. 

Winner of the title of Most Innovative Coin is an Austrian 25-
euro piece that consists of a silver ring and niobium center. The nio-
bium is colored a shimmering green by a special oxidation process
and this effect celebrates the phenomenon of light. The design on
the obverse shows a gas lamp of the 19th century and the other side
carries a portrait of Austrian inventor Auer von Welsbach and an evo-
lutionary series of lightbulbs. The Canadian entry in this category
was once again the $15 Silver Playing Card Money - Queen of
Spades.

Canada was the 10th category winner. Its $2,500 gold piece,
“Towards Confederation,” was named Most Inspirational Coin. It
is part of a series for the 2010 Vancouver Olympics and the design
presents the full sweep of Canadian history. This particularly out-
standing design is the work of Susan Taylor, a long-time employee
of the Royal Canadian Mint.
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One of the impressive items on display
at the San Francisco Mint Show, November
6, 2009 and again at the Florida United
Numismatists (FUN) Show in Orlando
Florida from January 7 through 10 this year
was a new gizmo specifically engineered to
assist in the unique identification and grad-
ing of coins. The unit is dubbed the CP16
Coin Analyzer™ invented, patented and
built by a company called CoinSecure Inc. 

CoinSecure, Inc. started out as a
Delaware corporation founded in 2008 for
the purpose of developing instrumentation
systems for the worldwide analysis and
identification of coins. 

With a price tag of about $4,500 US, it
is not the type of device that will make it
into the hands of very many private collec-
tors. The Collectors Universe Coin
Division, owner of the Profession Coin
Grading Service (PCGS), and the
Numismatic Guarantee Corporation (NGC)
both announced on March 25 that it is being
added to their arsenal of equipment used in
coin grading. It is at the core of a new prod-
uct, PCGS Secure Plus, made available by
PCGS on announcement day. The folks at
NGC expect to roll out their new offering by
the start of June.

Let us first examine and understand the
CP16. The CoinSecure web site describes
their Unique Digital Coin Identification
System this way:

ELECTRONIC “FINGERPRINTING” OF COINS A REALITY
CCOOMMPPIILLEEDD BBYY PPAAUULL RR..  PPEETTCCHH

On display at the San Francisco Mint

Cont

The CP16 Coin Analyzer™ scans each coin, finding the unique characteristics of that
coin and storing them on a computer in a CoinPrint™ ID file similar to a fingerprint file.
An individualized serial number is added to this identification record.

This CoinPrint™ is stored in a central database, enabling future identification of the
coin by its own unique characteristics. Once identified, the linked serial number and
image files may be retrieved.

A CoinSecure Registration Certificate Provides:
• An ownership record
• Counterfeit & fraud protection
• Advanced quality control information
• Added value by creating serialized coins

Coins become more like numbered lithographs, which directly carry their serial num-
ber within the art itself. The coins can be scanned and have the serial numbers verified
at time of purchase or sale with distributed units at coin dealers and elsewhere. This is
a great improvement over current practices, such as adding a small paper certificate,
which is not secure and can easily be separated, lost or fraudulently duplicated.

Additionally, the system produces a digital image of the coin at the time of scanning.
This digital image is also stored in the database along with the CoinPrint™, adding extra
system value and secondary identification. The imaging system has a computerized illu-
mination component, consisting of a ring of 48 LEDs, each individually controlled. This
allows a custom illumination pattern to be optimized for each coin and stored in the sys-
tem for use whenever the same type of coin is scanned.
• The ability to digitally fingerprint each coin and store the identity in a central data-

base that can be remotely searched on a one-to-many basis offers a powerful tool to
help reduce fraud, theft and loss on a worldwide basis

• The speed of the one-to-many search algorithm allows thousands of comparisons a
second, far beyond any current method of cataloguing collectable coins

• The registration of gold and silver bullion coins can provide a safeguard worthy of
reductions in insurance premiums for holding precious metals

• A historic pedigree of each registered coin can be created allowing ownership
records of key coins to be traced for future generations of collectors.



Digging a little deeper, we learn that
CoinSecure, Inc. is now a Palo Alto,
California-based company whose President
is Richard M. Haddock. Haddock is the for-
mer CEO of the LaserCard Corporation, a
company specializing in secure identity solu-
tions that include difficult to counterfeit iden-
tification cards and the technologies to detect
counterfeit cards. Asearch of patent records at
the World Intellectual Property Organization
shows that Haddock has been awarded 16
international patents for various types of
optical-related work including for security-
related devices. 

As part of the PCGS Secure Plus work-
flow, coins will be imaged using the CP16
CoinAnalyzer and the data saved on an inter-
nal database. PCGS CEO Don Willis said that
once the coin is imaged, it will go through the
normal grading process where it will be
reviewed by three graders before being ass-
esed by a finalizer. Only the finalizer will have

access to the digital information and will take
appropriate actions.

Secure-Plus is an optional service for all
coins except those submitted under two grad-
ing tiers: Rarities, coins submitted with a
maximum coin value of $200,000, and Ultra
Rarities, with unlimited values. PCGS Secure
Plus is the only service for these coins. The
digital fingerprinting concept also has the
potential to protect the high end of the market
from the dangerous counterfeit coins emerg-
ing from China. But, because for most coins
it is an opt-in process, it will take some time
to determine what its impact will be, and gen-
erally, Chinese counterfeiters have not suc-
cessfully replicated high-end coins.

It is the assertion of PCGS that with the
unique identification through the CP16’s dig-
ital signature, a coin can be recognized, even
following potential coin doctoring, and espe-
cially if it is removed from its slab and re-
submitted in order to achieve a higher grade.

It can also be used to determine if the coin was
doctored from its previous submission, such
as being artificially toned.
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PATENTS PENDING FOR RICHARD M. HADDOCK AND COINSECURE INC.
1. 20100039818 Numismatic Storage Container to Prevent Counterfeiting of Coinage

In various exemplary embodiments, a coin storage device is disclosed. The coin storage device comprises an encapsulation portion
configured to secure a coin therein and allow for visual inspection of the coin. A viewing port is arranged on an edge of the encapsula-
tion portion and is configured to both allow a light source to impinge upon an edge of the coin and return a light signal from the edge
of the coin. Read more: http://www.faqs.org/patents/app/20100039818#ixzz0kzVHQMkC

2. 20090303478 Apparatus for Producing Optical Signatures from Coinage
An apparatus for producing scattering signatures from a coin comprises a platform configured to hold the coin and an electromagnetic
radiation source configured to produce a beam directed toward a portion of at least one surface of the coin. The electromagnetic radia-
tion source is arranged to produce a far-field scattering signature upon interaction the at least one surface of the coin. A plurality of
collection elements is configured to produce an electrical signal based upon collecting at least a portion of the far-field scattering
signature. Read more: http://www.faqs.org/patents/app/20090303478#ixzz0kzT09ika

3. 20090296365 Calibrated and Color-Controlled Multi-Source Lighting System for Specimen 
Illumination

A coin illumination source comprises a geometric feature configured to surround a coin under evalu-
ation, a plurality of illumination sources mounted within the geometric feature, and a viewing aper-
ture through which an imaging device can capture an image of the coin.

Read more: http://www.faqs.org/patents/app/20090296365#ixzz0kzUAagLI
4. 20090295912 Coin Edge Imaging Device

An apparatus to record images from a coin, the apparatus comprising: a stage configured to position
and rotate the coin, the stage further configured to provide an angular positional signal output relat-
ed to a rotational position of the coin; and a first and second reflecting device configured to concur-
rently image near-edge portions of both obverse and reverse sides of the coin.

Read more: http://www.faqs.org/patents/app/20090295912#ixzz0kzWW54rj
5. 20090286458 Self-Centering Loading, Indexing, and Flipping Mechanism for Coinage and Coin Analysis

An apparatus to locate a coin comprises a rotary platform configured to hold the coin and a plurality of coin contacting mechanisms,
coupled to the rotary platform. Read more: http://www.faqs.org/patents/app/20090286458#ixzz0kzWgZXkw

6. 20090284754 Method for Optically Collecting Numismatic Data and Associated Algorithms for Unique Identification of 
Coins

A method to develop an optical signature from a coin comprising: recording, using an optical instrument, values from a plurality of
optically detected parameters; processing values to produce a unique optical identifier for a coin; and combining values into a search-
able parameter. Read more: http://www.faqs.org/patents/app/20090284754#ixzz0kzWoVkcD

Continued next page...

tinued next page...
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During the
announcement, PCGS
President David Hall
said that this should end
“gradeflation” as well
as work out errors in the
population reports
when people submit
coins multiple times.
Hall said that multiple
submissions did not
serve the industry and
hope that this would
end the practice. Hall
noted, “We did not start
PCGS to grade a coin
40 times.” It is said that
PCGS has been work-
ing on this service for two years with
CoinSecure.

As part of the announcement, PCGS said
that it will mark premium quality coins for
its grade with a plus as part of the grade.
When Willis made the announcement, he
said that PCGS has been experimenting with
a 700-point grade scale to score a coin based
on its technical grading and eye appeal.
Coins that grade in the upper end of the
grade range will receive the plus. As Hall
noted, this will unlock the value of better
quality coins. Plus grades will be available
for grades XF45 through MS68 except for
MS60 and MS61.

The plus designation was announced in
conjunction with Numismatic Guaranty
Corporation. This “plus” service will only be
available for selected classic series and is not
planned for the modern issues they grade.

As part of the plus designation
announcement, Collectors Universe, the par-
ent company of PCGS, announced that their
Certified Coin Exchange market place will
offer sight unseen bidding for plus grade
coins. Sight unseen bidding means that pur-
chasers will not be allowed to return a coin
after auctions through the exchange. Since
CCE is an exchange for dealers, it will be
interesting to hear what those dealers think
of this policy.

One understated announcement is that
PCGS has updated their holder and added
new anti-counterfeiting features to the label.
Coins graded as part of the Secure Plus serv-
ice will be placed in a holder that has a label
with a shield. The shield will be printed with
a color shifting ink that makes it difficult to

duplicate. Color shifting ink is similar to the
technologies that are being used on US
Federal Reserve Notes. Also, Willis
announced that microprinting will appear
behind the shield. Microprinting prevents
the vast majority of imaging technologies
from being able to duplicate the label.
However, PCGS should provide a guideline
as to what to look for so that collectors can
verify the labels of the coins they buy.

There has been no shortage of analysis of
what the CP16, in the hands of professional
graders, is going to mean to the hobby. It
remains to be seen whether dealers and
major auction houses will use the PCGS
Secure Plus tier as it may alienate one of the
key groups of coin buyers and bidders at

auction: the coin doc-
tors who pay strong
premiums for coins
they can upgrade.

This is a great start
to using technology to
assist in grading. Add
the ability to digitally
fingerprint the coin to
create hard evidence of
a coin’s provenance,
prevent coin doctoring
and also prevent crack-
out artists from resub-
mitting a coin multiple
times hoping for better
grades, we are poten-
tially entering a new

world where collectors of modern as well as
ancient coins can have greater confidence in
the coins they buy and the appeal of the
coins they own.

The question of whether or not the
CoinSecure system with the CP16 and its
patents really work seems to already have
been answered with the strong buy-in from
PCGS and NGC. I believe that CoinSecure
sees its agreement with the grading servic-
es as only its first step. Ultimately it would
like to see its equipment as a part of any
premium coin transaction, assuring the coin
is a known and registered specimen. And
that’s a worldwide objective! It would rep-
resent a guarantee from the seller and secu-
rity for the buyer.

What appear to be three identical proof coins produce three different “CoinPrints”

A screen shot of the CP16 computer monitor display
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE O.N.A. 2010 CONVENTION
BBYY PPAAUULL RR..  PPEETTCCHH AANNDD HHEENNRRYY NNIIEENNHHUUIISS

The Ontario Numismatic Association’s
48th annual convention was held from April
16 through April 18 at the Four Points by
Sheraton Kingston and hosted by the
Kingston Numismatic Association. A full
program, including a Friday evening auction
by Jeffrey Hoare Auctions Inc., and a full
bourse floor, guaranteed an activity-packed
time. A special highlight of this convention
was the Canadian Tire Coupon Collectors
Club 20th anniversary meeting, which
extended through the full day on Saturday.

The convention medal design, a bust of
Sir John A. Macdonald, was selected by
Derek Rowcliffe, a son-in-law of K.N.A.
member Mike Brennan. Macdonald,
Canada’s first Prime Minister, is one of
Kingston’s most famous citizens. It was
engraved and struck by the Mississauga
Mint in Mississauga, Ontario with 75 in
copper, 40 in brass, 40 in 1 oz. silver and a
quantity of uniface reverse designs engraved
with the names of individual volunteers who
worked as volunteers throughout the event.

Above: Roger Fox holds the Canadian Tire flag
with Russ Brown in the background to left.

Below: The Education Forum speakers from left to
right, Sandy Lipin on Military Script, Trevor

Beresford on Canadian Varieties, Jeff Einarson on
Roman Republican Coins, with François Rufiange

on Initiation to Coin Collecting at bottom.

In the O.N.A. Hospitality Room during the President’s Reception:
Norm Belsten left and Bret Evans, Canadian Coin News Editor right

Henry Nienhuis (who took these pictures)
left and Bourse Chairman and 

O.N.A. Past President Tom Rogers

Don Robb of Waterloo and Len Kuenzig discuss
the O.N.A. Auction by Jeffrey Hoare Auctions
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MAY 1, Peterborough, Peterborough Coin
Show, Portage Place Mall , 1154 Chemong
Rd. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission
and parking, wheel chair accessible. For more
information, contact Rusty McQuaid, tele-
phone 705 295-4734, email rusty.mcquaid-
@nexicom.net. 
MAY2, Windsor, Windor Coin Club Annual
Spring Coin Show, Caboto Club, 2175 Parent
Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $1,
includes draws for hourly door prizes and a
grand prize. Juniors under 16 admitted free,
free parking. For information contact M.
Clarke, telephone 519-735-0727 email
mclarke@wincom.net. 
MAY 15 - 16, Hamilton, TL Coin Show,
Sheraton Hotel, 116 King St. W. Hours: Sat.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission: adults $4, seniors/students $2,
young collectors 12 and under free. Auction
Saturday 5:30 p.m. conducted by The
Canadian Numismatic Company, viewing
Satuday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For information con-
tact Linda Robinson, telephone 289-235-
9288, email lindarobinson@cogeco.ca, or
Tom Kennedy, telephone 519-271-8825.
Website: http://www.tlcoinshow.com.
JUNE 6, Woodstock, Woodstock Nostalgia
Show And Sale, Auditorium and
Mutual/Market Buildings, Woodstock
Fairgrounds, 875 Nellis Street. Hours: 10 a.m.

to 3 p.m.. Admission $4 per person; children
under 12 free when accompanied by an adult.
More than 200 vendor tables of antiques,
including coins, paper money, tokens, stamps,
and other older collectibles. For information
contact Ian Ward, telephone 519-426-8875
(Please call Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m.), email toyshow@kwic.com. Website:
http://www.nostalgiashow.blogspot.com.
JUNE 13, Brantford, 49th Annual Coin
Show, Woodman Community Centre, 491
Grey St. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., free admis-
sion and parking, 35 dealers at 66 tables,
Member assistance for dealer unloading and
parking. For more information contact
Brantford Numismatic Society, PO Box
28071, North Park Plaza, Brantford, ON, N3R
7K5, or Ed Anstett, telephone 519-759-3688,
email edanstett@rogers.com. 
JUNE 26 - 27, Toronto, Torex - Canada’s
National Coin Show, Hilton Toronto Airport
Hotel. 5875 Airport Rd. Featuring Canada’s
finest dealers. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission $6. Under
16 free. Official Auctioneer: Moore
Numismatic Auctions, Charles Moore. The
Hilton hotel is located directly across from
Toronto’s Pearson International Airport. For
more information call 416-705-5348.
Website: http://www.torex.net.

JULY 14 - 17, Saint John, NB 57th RCNA
Convention, Canada’s Money Collectors
Show, Hilton Saint John, 1 Market Square.
Several events have been planned for those
who wish to partake in the tours. Come East
for the Hospitality. Online hotel reservations
can now be made from a link at
www.rcna.ca/2010saintjohn.php. Further
information to follow in the coming months. 
For more information contact Bourse
Chairman Tom Craig, e-mail ycart@nb.sym-
patico.ca. 
JULY 14 - SEPT. 20, Jordan, Count Your
Pennies Exhibit, Ball’s Falls Conservation
Area, 3292 Sixth Ave. This exhibit is from the
Currency Museum in Ottawa with currency on
loan from the Niagara Falls Coin Club and its
members. It is located in the temporary
gallery at the Centre for Conservation at
Ball’s Falls Conservation Area. The building
is open 9-4 daily with an admission rate for
the entire conservation area, including this
building. The rate is Adults $5.50,
Senior/Student: $4, Carload $15. Niagara
Peninsula Conservation Authority & Niagara
Falls Coin Club. For more information con-
tact Andrea Wilson, 905-562-5235. Website:
http://npca.ca.

COMING EVENTS FOR SPRING / SUMMER 2010

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events

At the O.N.A. Banquet:
Guest Speaker Jack Chaing top left; 

O.N.A. Head Judge Paul Johnson bottom left. 
To the right, RCNA President Dan Gosling with 

Judi Gosling left and Carolyne-Marie Petch right. 
Below is O.N.A. Treasurer and Membership Chairman

Bruce Raszmann left and Convention Chairman and
Banquet MC Sandy Lipin right. 

Presenting banquet remarks is ONA President Paul
Petch below right.


