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THE BULLETIN FOR OCTOBER 2009
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello everyone:
Well fellow members and friends, my
exit time from the Presidency is drawing
closer by the day.
First, I thank all of you who have supported me during my stay at the front; and I
also recognize those whose support I did
not enjoy. This mix of support is a good
thing, because this is what builds and maintains a democratic society. This is the principle that all clubs are founded on and,
appropriately, should continue to play an
active part in the life support system of this
club.
While I have been able to contribute
some good and reasonable ideas, not all
ideas have been accepted, and some were
quickly turned down. Again, this is what a
club executive and its membership should be
able to do, and I thank everyone for that.
I had the pleasure of going to the
Waterloo Coin Society meeting this week.
Their attendance this past Tuesday was
about 55 people, which was not as high as
some meetings when they have had 70 in
attendance, with everyone taking an active

roll and interest. Their auction was outstanding, with 45 lots offered and only 3 unsold
. . . I am responsible for one of those lots
slipping past because instead of listening to
the auctioneer, I was talking to another
member. Their refreshments are self-funded,
with a jar on the table, where everyone,
members and guests alike, are expected to
contribute 25 cents; which certainly comes
close to covering the costs. Not all business
matters were discussed; they are all printed
in their newsletter, e-mailed or mailed and
were available on the website. Everyone
had read the news long before the meeting,
leaving more time for presentations and of
course the large auction. If any of you have
not been to a WCS meeting, I would suggest
to you that it is worth the trip; you will come
home with some good auction items and
will have enjoyed a very interactive meeting.
I have to admit in no uncertain terms, that
what I have seen at WCS inspired me with
some of the vision that I put forward for
North York when I took over as President.
I will miss being at the front watching
out over the membership. However, I will
also enjoy viewing the front table from a
member’s perspective again.

NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
We start gathering at 7:00 p.m. with
meeting start scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
Our next meeting will be on October
27 when Sgt. Wayne Pierce of the
Metropolitan Toronto Police will be joining us to talk about personal security.
Officer Pierce’s talk will kick off the
meeting with the usual meeting activities
to follow.
We appreciate all donations to our
supply of draw prize material.
Remember to bring some items
for the auction!
I leave you with this one final thought.
Members, please support the NYCC: it is
your club and you should recognize its
potential. Bring out friends and new collectors alike to rebuild attendance and meeting
activities back to where they used to be.
Again, thank you. I have enjoyed myself
and I know that Bill O’Brien will do an
excellent job for you.
Nick

PAY OUR TREASURER AT THE
OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER MEETING

REMINDER TO THE CLUB
EXECUTIVE

Our December meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 8and will take the form
of our annual Christmas Swiss Chalet Festive Dinner. Our treasurer, Ben Boelens will
be collecting money and marking off payment fordinner and for 2010 annual Club dues.
$20.00 will handle both ... that’s $10 for dinner and $10 dues. The Club will subsidize
the extra cost plus taxes for dinner.

There will be an Executive Meeting on
Tuesday, November 10 at 7:30 at Edithvale.
Please mark your calendar: please plan to
attend. These are open meetings and all
club members are welcome to attend.
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MEETING NEWS OF THE SEPTEMBER 2009 MEETING
The 548th meeting of the North York Coin
Club was held on Tuesday, September 22,
2009 in room 123 of the Edithvale
Community Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive, North
York, Ontario. This was the first meeting of the
new season, Fall being only 2 hours old; the
Autumnal equinox occurring at 5:18 pm EDT.
It was also our first meeting in four months
due to either the city workers strike or construction issues that plagued our summer
meeting roster. We owe our newsletter editor,
Paul Petch, an extra vote of gratitude for maintaining newsletter distribution for the month’s
in which we did not meet — it certainly helped
keep the membership connected with the
world of numismatics through the summer.
Thank you Paul!
The meeting was hammered to order at
7:33 p.m. with our President, Nick Cowan, in
the chair. There were 29 members and 1 guest
in attendance.
It was good to see life-member Terry
O’Brien in attendance; all members present
welcomed her return to the club meeting.
Although there was some technical difficulty with the on-time attendance draw, this
was overcome by some creative thinking and
member Marvin Kay’s name was selected.
Marvin, being present, collected his prize of
$4. Congratulations Marvin! The pot will
restart at $2 for the October meeting.
The Secretary, Henry Nienhuis, asked the
members present if there were any errors or
omissions in the minutes of the May 26th, 2009
meeting published in the June newsletter; the
members identified no changes. Member
Marvin Kay made a motion to accept the minutes as published and was seconded by member Norman G Gordon. Carried.
Proceeding to current club business,
President Nick Cowan mentioned that for personal reasons (retirement pursuits), he is reluctantly stepping down as president of the club.
Since this change is occurring part way
through Nick’s term in office, our first vicepresident Bill O’Brien will assume the role as
President. Nick will still be a member of the
club and continue to participate as much as his
travelling will allow. Member Paul Petch
tabled the idea, as part of the 50th Anniversary
celebration, to have past presidents participate by acting as chairmen of the club meetings throughout 2010. He estimated that there

would be 5 past NYCC presidents that could
participate; this would amount to approximately 2 meeting each. Ben Boelens identified
a concern regarding inconsistencies that might
arise due to changing leadership. Paul clarified
his proposal; he felt that Bill O’Brien, as president, would continue to supply the overall
leadership necessary to maintain a consistency throughout the remainder of this term. The
guest chairs would help Bill and at the same
time would contribute to the spirit of the 50th
anniversary celebration. After some discussion
among the members it was decided that Paul
should contact the past presidents and arrange
for their participation as chairs of the 2010
meetings.
Nick also gave those present a quick status update on member John Regitko’s health.
John is recovering nicely from some serious
complications of his recent hip replacement
operation. We all wish John a speedy recovery! Nick also mentioned that John had felt it
necessary resigned as Chairman of the 50th
Anniversary committee. Due to his current
status and lessened mobility, John felt that he
could no longer give this key position the
effort it required. Paul Petch has graciously
agreed to act as the committee chairman.
Nick’s next topic was the status of the
construction of the new Edithvale community centre. Construction is well underway; the
steel framework is now in place situated on the
property in front of the current building directly at the South East corner of Finch Ave. and
Edithvale Drive. Parking is restricted as it was
previously. In talking with Betty Fallis-Trow,
Supervisor of the Edithvale Community
Centre, they are currently planning for the
building to be available for the remainder of
this year and likely for the first quarter of
2010. We will definitely not have access for
July and August in 2010, as the current building will be demolished in that time frame.
Starting September 2010 we will be in our
new home in the new building. If construction
plans change we may have to make temporary
arrangements for another facility in the spring.
Member Paul Petch requested the floor to
talk about two items concerning the club.
First Paul reported on the previous action
item regarding obtaining an LCD projector for
the club. Paul indicated that his friend (who
works at Sony) had found a good refurb in the
company store. With employee discount, the

total cost to the club was $508.00. All members present thanked Paul for his effort in
obtaining such a great deal for the club. Our
new projector performed very well during
Henry Nienhuis’ club delegates report.
Paul’s second item was to report on the
current status of the 50 th Anniversary
Committee recommendations. The committee
had prepared 15 recommendations / actions.
Paul presented these in detail, and they are listed in the sidebar.
The next order of business was the
Treasurer’s report by Ben Boelens. He
reminded the membership that 2010 club dues
will be coming up shortly and that he was
prepared to accept payment at any time.
At 8:15 the refreshment break was called;
Bill O’Brien prepared the refreshments.
After the break, member Henry Nienhuis
presented his delegate’s report of the 2009
Royal Canadian Numismatic Association convention. Henry chose to use a power point
presentation - full of images of the various
events and meetings. He paid particular attention to point out each of the NYCC club members in attendance at the convention. Henry’s
report will appear in the next issue of The
Bulletin.
Bob Porter, our Master Auctioneer, assisted by Mark Argentino as Auction Manager
and Vince Chiappino as runner conducted the
regular club auction beginning at approximately 9:00. Intermixed with the auction lots
was the evening’s Lucky Draw. The Club
earned $36 through the sale of draw tickets
and $5.10 from the auction. Lucky Draw winners were Terry O’Brien (2), Henry Nienhuis
(3), Roger Fox, Avner Bar-Moshe, Dick Dunn,
Raj Makhijani (2), Arie Yark (2), Ben Boelens
(2), David Bawcutt, Nick Cowan, Richard
Duquette, Norman G. Gordon, Bob Porter,
and Tony Hine.
The Club thanks those who donated draw
prize material. Among members who donated items this week, life-member Terry O’Brien
donated a set of tin coin banks with Canadian
Banknotes on them. Please mention your
donations to the club secretary so that your
support can be recognized in the minutes and
newsletter.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:48 p.m.
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NORTH YORK COIN CLUB 50 ANNIVERSARY PLANS
TH

➢ This design for a 50th anniversary logo
was approved by the membership
present. This logo will be used in promotion and is available for use on woods.
The Club will provide the design to
member Norm Belsten and pay for a die,
which will be available for anyone to
use on personal anniversary medals.

➢ Past presidents; Roger Fox, Ron Zelk,
Paul Petch, Bob Wilson and Nick
Cowan will be invited to serve as guest
meeting chair at their convenience.
These are all the people still connected
with the club who have served as
President. This was agreed to by the
membership as discussed earlier.
➢ Special anniversary cake at the February
23rd, 2010 meeting (this is the club’s
actual anniversary meeting, on the same
day as the first club meeting in 1960).
Who would object to cake! :)
➢ Anniversary Banquet (with guest speaker) – tentatively to be held the 3rd week
of June.
➢ Framed Certificate of North York Coin
Club Membership in Anniversary Year
to be presented to banquet attendees.
➢ A Club anniversary wood is to be created and distributed through CAWMC
Timbertalk.
➢ Possible CTC commemorative coupon
overprint in conjunction with CTCCC.

➢ Possible $50 fantasy bank note on the
same theme as the one produced for the
25th anniversary.
➢ Past NYCC Events in 50th Anniversary
Packaging – to be available as special
souvenir draw prizes at selected meetings during the anniversary year
➢ New member name badges
➢ Club History publication,with articles
first appearing in The Bulletin and then
reprinted into booklet form at the end of
2010.
➢ Sponsors to raise revenue – for example,
through booklet advertisements
➢ Donation Auction, non-numismatic
items from around your home donated
by the membership. Member Philip
Simms suggested that a “garage sale”
type venue might be possible as well. He
remembers raising a significant amount
of money for a different club in this way.
The actual anniversary initiatives that
go ahead will depend very much upon the
enthusiasm and support of Club members.

➢ The 50th anniversary medal design was discussed by the membership. The decision is to have the obverse model after that of the
original founding medal produced in 1960. There were two options reviewed for the reverse design; both have the same overall
design following that of an the pre-1937 coinage design by L. C. Wyon of the two crossed boughs of Sweet Maple with St. Edward’s
crown at the top and tied with a ribbon below. The centre legend will say “50th Anniversary: with either a single year (2010) or
the anniversary range (1960 – 2010). The members present chose the simpler looking single date design. This medal will be made
available on a subscription basis and will go forward only if overhead (2 dies and setup charges) costs can be covered. These
costs amortize over 100 base-metal medals at an estimated cost of $22.00 per medal. More details on the ordering of this medal
will be presented at the October meeting. This would be a 38mm medal and it is illustrated here at double size.
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A NICE NOTE FROM JAMES E. CHARLTON
Your NYCC Editor received a very nice
and unexpect note from Jim Charlton a week
or so ago. The contents are reproduced here.
Also enclosed was a donation cheque to
the club.
The enclosed photos are reproduced
along with a caption, which is the text written on the back of each photo.

Paul:
Enclosed are photos of the old
Bank of Upper Canada and Bank
of Montreal in downtown
Toronto.
Also the reverse of Bank of
Montreal $10 note of 1923.
Jim
“Former Bank of Upper Canada
in downtown Toronto”

“1st Bank of Montreal in Toronto on Front.
An addition was added at rear of left side.”
(Now the Hockey Hall of Fame)

The Bank of Montreal Toronto branch pictured at left appeared on this
1923 $10 note fromthe bank.

COMING EVENTS FOR FALL 2009
OCT. 24, Guelph, South Wellington Coin
Show, Royal Canadian Legion, 919 York
Road. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. One of
Southwestern Ontario’s biggest shows, 50
dealer tables, free parking, fully accessible.
Large display area, hot meals. Free gold coin
draw. For more information, please call
Lowell Wierstra, 8 Smart St., Guelph, ON,
N1G 4K9, (519) 824-6534, email: ljwierstra@sympatico.ca .
Website:
http://www.w3design.com/swcs/.
OCT. 30 - NOV. 1, Montreal, QC Nuphilex,
Holiday Inn Midtown, 420 Sherbrooke St. W.
Hours: Fri. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission $3
per day, Sunday free. Early bird admission $25
($10 donated to Quebec Autism Society).
Coin auction by Lower Canada Auctions. For

more information, contact Gabriel Sebag, telephone (514) 842-4411, email: nuphilex@bellnet.ca. Website: http://www.nuphilex.com.
NOV. 7, Scarborough, Scarborough Coin
Club 13th Annual Coin Show, Cedarbrook
Community Centre, 91 Eastpark Blvd. (the
same location where our club meets) Hours:
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Coins, paper money, tokens,
medals, club table, etc. Free admission and
draws. Refreshments available. Tables still
available. For more information, contact Dick
Dunn, email: cpms@idirect.com, or PO Box
562, Pickering, ON L1V 2R7.
NOV. 8, Windsor, Windsor Coin Club Show,
Caboto Club. Billed as Canada’s “Best One
Day Coin Show,” the Windsor Coin Club will
host its 58th Annual Fall Coin Show at the
Caboto Club, 2175 Parent Avenue, Windsor.

Admission of $1 includes hourly draws and
grand door prize. Juniors are admitted free.
Plenty of free parking. For more information
contact, M. Clarke at mclarke@wincom.net or
(519) 735-0727.
NOV. 8, Stratford, Stratford Coin Show,
Army Navy and Air Force Hall. Hours: 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Adults $2 admission, 16 and
under free. Buy, sell coins, paper money,
tokens, lunch available. For more information,
contact Larry Walker, (519) 271-3352, Box
221, Gadshill, ON N0K IJ0. Website:
http://lswalker@cyg.net.
NOV. 21, Niagara Falls, Niagara Falls Coin
Club Show, Our Lady of Peace Hall, 6944
Stanley Ave. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., admission $2 includes free draw. For more information, contact Todd Hume, (905) 871-2451.

Listings are courtesy of Canadian Coin News Coming Events
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DELEGATE’S REPORT: THE 2009 RCNA CONVENTION
BY

HENRY NIENHUIS

This year’s Royal Canadian Numismatic
Association convention was held in
Edmonton, AB from August 12 through 16
at the Delta Edmonton South Hotel and
Convention Centre and was hosted by the
Edmonton Numismatic Society. With the
theme title “An Extra-Fine Time in ‘09” the
56th edition of the RCNA’s annual convention was actually held later than usual.

On Wednesday, August 12, actually one day
before the main convention program got underway, a
full-day educational syposium was offered with the
general theme “Alberta Numismatics.” North York
Coin Club members Henry Nienhuis served as the
organizer / moderator and Norm Belsten was the first
speaker.

2009 RCNA Convention Medal was
designed by John Callaghan. It pictures on
the reverse the City of Edmonton Paddlewheeler, launched in 1909, providing
transport along the North Saskatchewan
River.

The convention official opening was on Thursday at 10am. Present for the official photo are NYCC member and RCNA Executive Secretary Paul Johnson,
President Michael Walsh, Royal Canadian Mint representatives Ian Bennet
(Master) and Bonnie Staples-Lyon doing the ribbon cutting and Convention
Chair Jamie Horkulak.

Henry Nienhuis won the “Best of
Show” Award for his display The 1907 Trial
Run Token

Continued next page...

PAGE 6 — O CTOBER 2009 — N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN

A nice group portrait of the display judges, with Tim Henderson on the left
and NYCC Rick Craig second from the right.
Many special interest groups held meetingsduring the convention, including:
- Canadian Paper Money Society - CPMS
- Canadian Errors & Varieties Numismatic Assoc - CEVNA
- Classical & Medieval Numismatic Society - CMNS
- Newfoundland Numismatic Enthusiasts - NNE
- Canadian Numismatic Research Society - CNRS
- International Bank Note Society - IBNS
- Canadian Association of Token Collectors - CATC
- Canadian Tire Coupon Collectors - CTCCC
- Canadian Assoc of Wooden Money Collectors - CAWMC

A most enjoyable time was had at the Royal Alberta Museum where aselection of items from
the textile collection and items collected by James Carnegie, 9th Earl of Southesk during an 1859
trek were on display.
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The Mint brought a hammer press for
the striking of souvenir tokens. The relative
quiet of the bourse room would be interrupted from time-to-time as the hammer swung
to strike a token. Bill Waychison, from
Timmins, Ontario,shows how it is done.
A Friday evening trip was made to Fort Edmonton Park to view
the site and enjoy a dinner out. Rowand House (below) was the Chief
Factor’s residence. Guide/interrpreters (above) played the part of
Hudson Bay Company employees who lived at the Fort. Paul Petch
poses by a Red River Cart and Terry O’Brien stands before a trophy
wall.
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Seen at their table at the Canadian Paper Money Society lunch are Terry
O’Brien, Paul Johnson, Michael Turrini (visiting from California) and
NYCC past president Stan Clute, who now makes his home in Calgary.
Paul Petch makes a point during a discussion on producing electronic club
newsletters during the Delegate’s Breakfast.

The new executive of the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association is
sworn into office during the Annual General Meeting.

Paul Johnson was presented with the
Ambasador’s Award by the American
Numismatic Association.

The J. Douglas Ferguson Award (outstanding numismatist of the year)
was awarded to Robert Puddester by the Chairman of the Board of Award,
Ronald Greene. Mr. Puddester is best known for his work Medals of British
India.

N OR TH Y ORK C OIN C LUB B ULLETIN — O CTOBER 2009 — PAGE 9

NO MONEY? THEN MAKE YOUR OWN
BY

Can printing your own cash
actually help revive a struggling
economy? That’s just what traders
in one London shopping district are
hoping for, as they begin accepting
a new local currency.
Short on cash? Then why not make your
own. There’s no law against it, so long as you
don’t try to pass it off as sterling.
And you can use whatever you please to
make your money, whether cigarettes, rabbit
skins or paper notes.

That’s what’s happening in Brixton, a
south London neighbourhood where shoppers, from Thursday, will be able to hand over
10 Brixton Pounds (B£s) in return for their
groceries.
Proponents of local currencies say they
boost the community’s economy by keeping
money in the area, but critics dismiss them as
fashionable gimmicks, tantamount to
protectionism.
They may sound experimental but have in
fact been used since the Middle Ages when
local currencies were all there was - it was not
until the 1700s that every European country
had its own currency, says Tim Leunig, an
economist at the LSE.
Research suggests that when the wider
economy slumps, communities turn to barter
systems. In other words, when there’s little
money around, people think about making
their own.
The Great Depression of the 1930s saw a
wide take-up in the US and much later, the
Global Barter Club was born after the
Argentine economy hit rock bottom in 2001.
At its height, the system was supporting three

MARIE JACKSON , BBC NEWS

million people.
And today’s straitened times may well
renew interest in complementary currencies
but, as one unconvinced Brixton shopper,
asks: “What’s the point?”
“A local economy is like a leaky bucket.
Wealth is generated then spent in chain stores
and businesses. It disappears leaving an
impoverished local economy,” explains Ben
Brangwyn, part of the team behind the Totnes
Pound, launched in south Devon in 2007.
“Local money prevents that from happening and keeps the money bouncing around
the bucket, building wealth and prosperity.”
Currently, 6,000 Totnes pounds are in circulation from an estimated local economy of
£60m. It is, stresses Mr Brangwyn, a radical
experiment, still in its very early stages, but he
can see a day when England has 2,000 local
currencies. Other towns joining the experiment, started by environmental group
Transition Network, are Lewes in East Sussex
and Stroud in Gloucestershire, which introduced the Stroud Pound this week.
Fake notes
Brixton, with its reputation for bustling
streets, a lively nightlife and a notoriety for
street crime, is the first urban area to have its
own currency.
Volunteers behind the project say it has not
been an easy sell. Some shopkeepers are concerned about counterfeiting and the build-up
of Brixton pounds in their till. Others see it as
a novel advertising tool that could become
gift vouchers, or even a collector’s item.
“ It relies on people’s sense of wanting to
shape their own economic future ” Susan
Witts, BerkShare co-founder
So far, £10,000 has been pledged by businesses and local people to be converted
into B£s, but on the
streets there is still
some convincing to
be done.
Project manager
Tim Nichols hopes
people will be drawn
by the notion of a
kind of “secret club”

for holders of the special notes and expects
Brixton’s antiestablishment spirit to work to its
advantage.
“We are in London, the financial hub of the
world, and are trying to do something that
goes against the grain of the big banking system that we are living on the edge of.” He is
also optimistic the recession can work in its
favour.
That’s the view of Susan Witts who cofounded the BerkShare, a local currency
launched in 2006 in Berkshire, Massachusetts.
She puts the growth of BerkShares (from 1
million to 2.5 million in three years) down, in
part, to the recession and a lot of hard work.
“ Almost all collapse because they don’t
achieve anything ” Dr Tim Leunig, LSE
economist
“Introducing a new currency means more
work. You have to train staff to use it, adapt
accounting processes. When things are going
well, it seems an unnecessary extra step. “But
in difficult times, businesses are looking at
ways to make their business work. It relies on
people’s sense of wanting to shape their own
economic future.”
But David Boyle, of the New Economics
Foundation think-tank and a supporter of alternative currencies, believes efforts in Britain are
hampered by its banking system.
Whereas the US has a major network of
local banks willing to handle other kinds of
money, banks in the UK are less willing to do
that. He suggests the answer could lie with
local authorities playing a more controlling
role.
The vital factor though, says Mr Boyle, is
belief. “If you can maintain that belief in the
community, it can work,” he says.
Continued next page...
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Tax dodge
Other economists dismiss the whole concept as a gimmick.
“It might make people feel good, but it’s
not achieving anything meaningful,” says Tim
Leunig, of LSE.
“You’re saying you can’t buy goods from
Hackney, Southwark or China, even if they are
cheaper. It’s giving Brixton shops monopoly
power and in the long run destroys incen-

tives. Almost all collapse because they
don’t achieve anything.”
The only use he
can see for it is as a tax
dodge, but the taxman
says this is a red
herring.
All businesses
have to report all
turnover and as every
local currency is
tacked to sterling,
every sale, whether paid for in cream cakes,
polar bears or carrots must be reported to its
sterling value, the HM Revenue and Customs
says.
And if you are not running a business, the
HMRC has no interest because where there’s
no profit motive, there’s no taxation consequence. The Treasury, meanwhile, views them
as little more than gift vouchers.

HOW TO USE B£s
• Exchange £20 for 20 Brixton Pounds
(B£s) at Morleys department store or
Opus Cafe
• Spend this in any of the 70 or so shops,
clubs, pubs, cafes, which have signed up
• On another shopping trip, accept change
in B£s from the shopkeeper
• Spend this change in another of the
shops. And so on
• B£s can be exchanged for legal tender at
certain Brixton businesses
• 40,000 notes in 1, 5, 10 and 20 units, each
featuring a revered local figure, are printed on watermarked paper with holograms and serial numbers
• B£s cannot leave the area nor be banked
to earn interest
So, with the government unperturbed, perhaps we could yet see Mr Brangwyn’s vision
of 2,000 separate local currencies realised.
But would that be a brave leap into the future
or a return to the Middle Ages?

LARGEST-EVER COLLECTION OF COINS FROM BAR-KOKHBA REVOLT FOUND
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
The coins were discovered in three batches in a deep cavern located in a nature reserve
in the Judean hills. The treasure includes gold,
silver and bronze coins, as well as some pottery and weapons.
The discovery was made in the framework of a comprehensive cave research and
mapping project being carried out by Boaz
Langford and Prof. Amos Frumkin of the
Cave Research Unit in the Department of
Geography at the Hebrew University, along
with Dr. Boaz Zissu and Prof. Hanan Eshel of
the Martin (Szusz) Department of Land of
Israel Studies and Archaeology at Bar-Ilan
University, and with the support of the Israel
Nature and Parks Authority.
The some 120 coins were discovered
within a cave that has a “hidden wing,” the
slippery and dangerous approach to which is
possible only via a narrow opening discovered
many years ago by Dr. Gideon Mann, a physician who is one of the early cave explorers in
modern Israel. The opening led to a small
chamber, which in turn opens, into a hall that
served as a hiding place for the Jewish fighters of Bar-Kokhba.
Most of the discovered coins are in excellent condition and were over struck as rebels’
coins on top of Roman coins. The new
imprints show Jewish images and words (for

example: the facade of the Temple in
Jerusalem and the slogan “for the freedom of
Jerusalem”). Other coins that were found, of
gold, silver and bronze, are original Roman
coins of the period minted elsewhere in the
Roman Empire or in the Land of Israel.
Bar-Kokhba coins of this quality and
quantity have never before been discovered in
one location by researchers in the Land of
Israel, although over the years antiquities looters have found and sold large numbers of
coins from this period. The high value of such
coins has served as an incentive for thefts in
recent decades, especially in the Judean hills,
where many such caves exist.
Prof. Frumkin points out the significance
of this particular cave, owing to its size, its
proximity to Betar, and the large collection of
coins found there. Ancient Betar was the site
of the “last stand” of the rebels led by Bar-

Kokhba in their struggle against Roman rule
in Judea from 132-35 CE.
“This discovery verifies the assumption
that the refugees of the revolt fled to caves in
the center of a populated area in addition to the
caves found in more isolated areas of the
Judean Desert,” said Prof. Frumkin. He also
noted that the discovery adds significantly to
our knowledge of the Bar-Kokhba revolt,
about which there is not a great deal of historical information.
Dr. Zissu points out that one of the fascinating aspects of the Bar-Kokhba revolt is
the intensive use of the rebels and Jewish
refugees of natural and man-made caves as
hiding and refuge places in the face of extensive Roman search-and-destroy missions.
Those who fled to the caves took with them
food, weapons, drinks, coins and various documents. Sometimes they even took with them
the keys to their houses that they abandoned
in the hope that one-day they would be able
to return to them.
Apparently, the people who left behind the
cache of coins that has now been found did so
during the period of the revolt, following their
flight from their homes or from battle with the
Romans; however they were unable to return
to their hiding place to recover their valuables.

