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Inside the Covers

February, 2002
President’s Message
The February meeting brings our annual
celebration of the founding of this Club.
This year we celebrate 42 years of
fellowship in our numismatic hobby. I
hope you can be with us and enjoy some
cake at our break, which has now become
an annual tradition.
For this meeting we will have a supply of
ONA Dream Vacation draw tickets.
Please pick up a book to sell on behalf of
the Club and the ONA. You get a free $2
draw ticket for each book sold and the
Club gets $2 as well.
Your 2001 membership renewal is now
due. Please bring your renewal to Len
Kuenzig at the next meeting or send it in
by mail. Those who have paid receive
new membership cards with this mailing.
Members of the Executive are reminded
of the meeting on Tuesday, March 12 in
our usual upstairs meeting room at Edithvale.
If you are now on the Internet, please
send an e-mail to the editor at “p.
petch@rogers.com”. This will allow us
to send you any last-minute emergency
announcements. You may contact the
President, Bob Wilson, at 905-677-3765
or the Editor, Paul Petch at 416-3034417.

This meeting of the North York Coin Club is our 42nd Anniversary and will be held
on Tuesday, February 26, 2002, at the Edithvale Community Centre, 7 Edithvale
Drive. We start gathering about 7:30pm with meeting start scheduled for 8:00.
For this meeting we are going to hold a Numismatic Book Fair. Four book
enthusiasts who are members of this Club, Bill McDonald, Del Murchison, Paul
Johnson and Paul Petch will each have a selection of books along. The members will
have the chance to visit the display tables, talk with the owners about the books and
leaf through those of interest. Come and discover what’s inside the covers!
We have small listed auction this month (see page 6) and you are encouraged to bring
additional auction material for this meeting.

Coming Events
Torex, Feb. 23-24 at the Pearson Ballroom, Primrose Hotel, 111 Carlton St.
Show and Auction. Sat. 10am-5pm;
Sun. 10am-3pm Daily admission $5.
Coins, paper money, cards, books, supplies, pens, watches, militaria. Contact
Brian Smith, (416) 861-9523, e-mail
brian@torex.net. Web site: http://www.
torex.net.
Cambridge Coin Club Annual Coin
Show, Mar. 23, 9am-4pm at the Cambridge Newfoundland Club, 1500 Dunbar Rd. Free admission and parking.
More than 40 dealer tables., Contact
Vincent (519) 622-6625, or Gus (519)
653-5549.
Kent Coin Club 34th Annual Coin
Show, April 7, 10am-4pm at the
Wheels Inn, 615 Richmond St., Chatham 25 dealer tables, display competition with trophies in 10 categories.

Hourly draws, free admission and parking. Contact: Lou Wagenaer 519-3524150
Ontario Numismatic Association Annual Convention, Bourse floor April 1314 at the London Four Points Sheraton
Hotel, 1150 Wellington Rd. South. Admission $3. Hosted by the Ingersoll Coin
Club.
Burlington Spring Coin Show, May 4,
9am-4pm at the Brant Hills Community
Centre, 2300 Duncaster Dr. Free admission and parking. Contact: Nancy Merideth 705-788-3159

This information is courtesy of Canadian Coin News and its web site.

Next Meeting:
February 26
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Meeting News from the January 22 Meeting
The 470th meeting of the North York
Coin Club was held on Tuesday, January
22, 2002 at the Edithvale Community
Centre, 7 Edithvale Dr., Willowdale, Ont.
The President, Bob Wilson, opened the
meeting at 8:02 p.m. and welcomed 26
members and 4 guests. He also called for
a round of thanks for Paul Petch for his
great job as President over the past 6
years.
Avner Bar-Moshe of North York was accepted into the Club as member #515.
Brian See seldom misses a meeting, but
he was not present tonight to accept the
$2.00 pot in the On Time Attendance
Draw. This prize goes to $4 for the next
meeting.
The Minutes of the December 11, 2001
meeting were read by the Secretary and,
after correcting Franco Farronato’s name,
they were accepted by the Chair.
The Mint Box was passed to two juniors.
Annual Financial Report: Len Keunzig
distributed copies of the Annual Financial
Report and reviewed it with the members.
(A copy is included with members’ mailings this month.) Paul Petch noted the
bulletin costs had increased because he
was no longer able to get printing done at
no cost as he was in 2000. This cost now

stands at $20 to $25 per
issue. This was followed
by a discussion regarding the pros and cons of
e-mailing the bulletin,
but the large majority of
members indicated they
much preferred a printed
copy. Albert Kasman
moved the 2001 Financial Report be accepted.
Seconded by Marvin
Kay and unanimously
carried. Our thanks to
Len Keunzig for his fine
work as Club Treasurer.
The Chair reminded members of their
dues, noted the up-coming ONA Convention, April 12-14 in London and the
other coming events.
Norm Belsten came to the floor to present the club with a cheque for $54.52.
This represents 50% of the proceeds
from the sale of Harvey Farrow’s better
woods through a mail auction. The
Chair thanked Norm for his hard work.
Mike Hollingshead, President of the
ONA, graciously introduced Martin
Hoffman as guest speaker for the evening. Martin’s interesting presentation
on the Inflationary Currency of Germany from 1900 to 1949 brought many
gasps of disbelief as well as welcome
bits of humour
and
laughter.
These were truly
very sad times for
the people when
the country had
to deplete their
resources to the
extent that, day
by day, their
money became
drastically more
and more worthless. The situation started to
improve in 1923
when they restructured
the

currency based on 1/40th of the US dollar.
Martin drew from a vast collection of
notes to illustrate his points and to amaze
the members, particularly two juniors in
the front row! On behalf of the Club, Bob
presented Martin with a Certificate of
Appreciation.
Many thanks are extended to Terry
O’Brien and Paul Petch for preparing the
refreshments in Roger Fox’s absence.
Roger was in Ottawa taking down the
Canadian Tire display at the Money Museum.
The special auction was alternately run
with the Lucky Draw. Lucky Draw winners were: Mike Hollingshead, Leon
Saraga, Lucille Colson(2), Len Keunzig
(2), John Regitko, Paul Johnson, Bob
Wilson(2) and Mark Lane. The Draw was
called by Norm Belsten with Albert Kasman selling the tickets.
The auction was ably run by Bob Porter
with the help of Mark Argentino as clerk
and Paul Petch as runner. It earned commissions and donations amounting to
$29.15. Many thanks to Ted Boxall, Martin Hoffman, Dick Dunn for their donations and to Albert Kasman for his donation of a $10.00 phone card. Also a special thanks to Ron Zelk for coming out
while he was down with the flu and dropping off the evening’s draw prizes.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:45 p.m.
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Important Letter to the Editor
Sir,
Cell phones are now an integral part of
life in the 21st century. They are both
ubiquitous and often intrusive!
Recently I attended two coin club meetings where a member’s cell phone started
ringing. The musical serenade from this
electronic device disturbed the speaker
and all the members. The cell phone
owner then rose from his seat and vacated the meeting room, thus creating
further disturbance to all in attendance.
It would be ever so courteous of cell
phone owners to turn off their phones
when they come in to a meeting.
But if a person is expecting an urgent
phone call, he can set the ringer to vibrate
when a call is received. Then only the
person being called will be aware that his
phone is ‘ringing’.
If a cell phone does not have the vibration capability, then the cell phone owner
should turn off the ringer and place the
phone discretely on the table in front of
him. The display will silently show when
an urgent call is coming in.

Personally, I leave my cell phone behind in the car when I come to a coin
club meeting.
Marvin Kay,
NYCC #400.
(I must agree with Marvin that keeping
one’s cell phone under control during a
public meeting has now become yet another measure of one’s good manners.
This is all the more difficult for me to
admit because it was my cell that went
off at one of those meetings which
Marvin mentions.
As a person who carries a cell only for
the benefit of loved ones who may need
to reach me in an emergency, I would
not dream of leaving it behind. However, it is my normal practice to turn off
the ringer during a meeting and let
messages go to voice mail, to be answered at a more appropriate time. Unfortunately, from time to time, I forget.
As a cell phone owner and constant
user, I encourage everyone to work on
their own appropriate strategies for
keeping their personal cell phone use
personal. Ed.)

A Few Words About Mail to the Club
For the past year, ever since Harvey
Farrow passed away, the Club has grown
into some new procedures in the handling
of mail. It used to be that Harvey would
clear the mailbox frequently, especially
back at that time a few years ago when he
worked in the area.
Now the contents of the mail box are delivered at least once, sometimes twice a
month. First, the Club must recognize
and thank Marvin Kay for volunteering to
do the actual pickup from the mailbox. It
is located at the very busy intersection of
Yonge and Sheppard. Since Marvin lives
in the area, it is an easy walk for him to

clear the box, compared to the complex
logistics of driving and parking in the
area.
Next, folks should be aware that the
Editor endeavors to pick mail up from
Marvin around the middle of the month
(this month it was on February 11) and
that Marvin delivers mail on the night
of a Club meeting.
Please keep these timings in mind and
plan for long delivery times for mail
sent to the North York Coin Club post
office box. Your understanding is appreciated.
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CMNS at Torex
The Classical & Medieval Numismatic
Society (CMNS) will hold a meeting during the Torex Coin Show in Toronto on
February 23 in the McKenzie Room of
the Primrose Hotel. The guest speaker
will be Oliver D. Hoover who recently
returned to Canada from New York. The
meeting is open to the public and no admission is charged.
Originally a Hamiltonian, Oliver Hoover
graduated in 1994 “summa cum laude”
from McMaster University with an Honours B.A. in Classics and History followed in 1996 with an M.A. in Ancient
History. He then attended New York
University where he has completed the
course work requirements for a PhD in
Classics. Oliver’s research interests lie in
Hellenistic history and coinage, multiculturalism in the ancient Near East, late
Roman history and coinage.
In 1995 Oliver won the J. Douglas Ferguson Historical Research Society’s essay
contest. He has had over a dozen papers
of numismatic interest published in various journals. Oliver has gained curatorial
experience as
an assistant
at the American Numismatic Society
and is currently
the
International
Editor of the
A.N. S. Numismatic Literature and
A.N. S. book
publications.
During the
summer sea- Oliver with a friend
sons,
1998 discovered at the Aphand
1999, rodisias excavations in
O l i v e r 1999.
worked
as
the field numismatist for excavations at
Aphrodisias in Turkey. This invaluable
‘hands-on’ experience included cataloguing numismatic materials as well as doing
excavation work.
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The Vis-à-vis Format by Richard G. Doty
The January Question of the Month
challenged you to describe what a coin
or medal of the “vis-à-vis type” is.
Del Murchison was ready with the correct answer to the question. He even
brought his own example and passed it
around for members to view.
A coin or medal design with two portraits in profile facing each other is said
to be in vis-à-vis format. It is a method
of portraiture occasionally employed on
coins from ancient times until the early
modern period.
The technique was never especially
popular, as it presented a number of
design problems. First, the vis-à-vis
portrait was not the best use of the circular area of the coin's face. If busts
rather than heads were rendered, as was
frequently the case, the result was often
a noticeably empty space in the carter
of the coin. If heads were depicted instead, it was easy to make them look
crammed together; several Roman issues have vis-à-vis heads whose noses
nearly touch, and the effect is ridiculous.

The Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian
I (ruled 1493-1519), whose coin this is,
had his reasons for demanding the unusual vis-à-vis treatment. He appears on
the left; the boy on the right is his
grandson Charles, whom the emperor
hoped would be chosen as his successor. Placing his portrait opposite that of
Maximilian (with an accompanying legend underscoring the relationship) was
a logical campaign tactic, and an effective one. In 1519 the boy was elected
emperor, ruling, as Charles V, until
1558.

Question of the Month
We are coming up to a time in the year
when it is appropriate to go with a calendar theme as the Question of the
Month. I would like for you to identify
a very old coin that doesn’t show a
year, but does show a date. That is, the
coin is inscribed with a particular day.
Can you identify this coin for our February question of the month?

Stratoniceia. Bronze 37mm. 22.78 gr. Obverse: Busts of Caracalla and
Geta (erased) facing. Legend obscured and worn. Reverse: Hekate standing wearing crescent and kalathos on head, holding torch and patera with
hound to left.

Unlike the jugate
portrait, showing
two profiles side by
side, the vis-à-vis
portrait reproduced
each head or bust in
its entirety, which
created a second difficulty: it was almost
impossible
to
achieve admirable
portraiture in the
limited space available. The Austrian
thaler in our illustration is one of the
more successful uses
of the technique.

Vis-à-vis type. Austria, thaler, 1518

The piece that Del brought to illustrate
the format was from the joint reign of
Caracalla and Geta. When their father,
Septimius Serverus died in February of
211, the father had the bright idea that his
two sons, barely a year apart in age,
would rule jointly in his place. These two
immature rulers at first determined to divide the Empire, but distrust, competition
and hatred grew through the year of 211
until, in December, Caracalla had some
of his friends murder his brother. Caracalla’s hatred of Geta continued even after his death (talk about being a sore winner!) and had his likeness removed wherever it could be found. The picture shown
here was found at the American Numismatic Society’s web site regarding Caracalla and Geta. Typically, it has the Geta
image countermarked, which I assume is
the most common state in which these
pieces survive.

North York Coin Club Bulletin, February 2002

Page 5

RCM Celebrates Queen’s Golden Jubilee
The Royal Canadian Mint unveiled some
of its plans to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the accession to the throne of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on January 21, 2002. The most noticeable change
to all Canadians will be the removal of
the date from the reverse of all denominations from one cent to one dollar. To honour the Queen’s Golden Jubilee, during
2002, the obverse of all Canadian circulation coinage will display the dates 19522002. Detailed plans for the Royal Canadian Mint’s yearlong program commemorating the Queen’s Golden Jubilee will be
unveiled at an event in February 2002.

2002 Silver Dollar
Honours Golden Jubilee
The Royal Canadian Mint also announced that the Canadian sterling silver
dollar for 2002 would commemorate the
50th anniversary of the accession to the
throne of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II. It was 50 years ago, on February 6,
1952 during a tour in Kenya, where Princess Elizabeth learned of her father, King
George VI’s, death and ascended to the
throne. Her Coronation followed on June
2, 1953.
The young Queen easily adapted to her
new role, having already spent much of
her life in service to the Commonwealth. Just sixteen years old when she
conducted her first solo public engagement, by the time her father’s health began to deteriorate in 1951, the young
princess was already a seasoned public
figure, representing her father at numerous state occasions and managing a sizeable docket of official duties. One can be
certain that King George VI found solace
in the daughter that was about to take his
place.
Fifty years into her reign, Queen Elizabeth II is one of the world’s most popular
monarchs. She is Queen of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and is head of the Commonwealth, which includes Canada and more
than 40 other countries.

the young Queen appears adorned in her
regal finery looking out from her ceremonial carriage window. Royal Canadian
Mint engravers designed the coin based
on photos obtained courtesy of PA Photos
Ltd.
The gilded stalk which appears in the
centre of the coin is actually the elaborately detailed treatment of the Gold State
Coach window, the official Coronation
carriage. The right side of the coin depicts the Gold State Coach carriage,
flanked by two of the Queen’s Body
Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard.
The 2002 silver dollar
coin is the 40th in a series
celebrating Canadian historical events, people and
places begun in 1935. In
that year our first silver
dollar marked George V’s
Silver Jubilee. In 1977 the
Royal Canadian Mint issued a special commemorative silver dollar to mark
Queen Elizabeth’s Silver
Jubilee.
The reverse of the 2002
Silver Dollar coin depicts
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on the day of her
Coronation. An overlay
effect depicts a scene from
two photographs. In the
upper left side of the coin,
What is most important is that this year’s
silver dollar, unlike many of those in
years past, is marking an event worth
celebrating. It seems that the Mint is challenged each year to find something to
celebrate that will be saleable on the
world coin market. This year, we have a
silver dollar for Canadians, not the world
market, a silver dollar that would have
been issued even if we were not in the
habit of issuing a silver dollar each year.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

The 2002 silver dollar is available in two finishes: proof or
brilliant uncirculated. The proof finish coin is encapsulated
and presented in a green display case lined with green
flock. Its accompanying protective sleeve features graphics
representative of the Golden Jubilee theme and includes a
numbered certificate of authenticity. The brilliant uncirculated coin is presented in a plastic capsule and protected
with matchbox style packaging.

DESIGN
Reverse: The reverse of the coin portrays Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II on the day of her Coronation. An overlay effect depicts a scene from two photographs. In the upper left side of the coin, the young Queen appears adorned
in her regal finery looking
out from her ceremonial carriage window. The gilded
stalk which appears in the
centre of the coin is actually
the elaborately detailed
treatment of the Gold State
Coach window, the official
Coronation carriage. The
right side of the coin depicts
the Gold State Coach carriage, flanked by two of the
Queen’s Body Guard of the
Yeomen of the Guard.

COIN SPECIFICATIONS

Weight:

Sterling silver
92.5% silver, 7.5% copper
25.175 grams

Diameter:

36.07 mm

Thickness:

2.95 mm

Face Value:

$ 1.00

Mintage:

125,000 (proof coin)
75,000 (brilliant uncirculated)

Composition:

Obverse: The obverse of the
coin features an effigy of
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, by artist Dora de
Pédery-HUNT, struck with
the double dates “19522002.”

The 2002 Uncirculated Set is now available and includes the undated reverse coinage which
will soon appear in circulation.

Listed Auctions
February Meeting Auction List
Starts at
1) Silver Coins Of England, 1887, by Edward Hawkins. One of
500 modern reprint copies with 52 plates of line drawings
from Saxon to Victoria. EF Estimate $60 ............................................. $15.00
2) The Coin Collector by W. C. Hazlitt / Longmans Collector
Series, 1896 (original). Greek, Roman, Europe, and U.K. EF
Estimate $45 ......................................................................................... $10.00

Bring any material you would like to
sell by listed auction in March to the
February meeting and give it to Rick
Craig. The items should be presented
for consideration in person in an
ordinary envelope showing your name,
phone number and your estimated value
(i.e., reserve bid). Rick is assisting us
by assuring consistent descriptions of
quality and by pegging fair starting
amounts for the listing in the bulletin.

