
Coming Events 
 
Hamilton Coin Club Semi-Annual 
Show, Sept. 8, 9:30am-4pm at George 
& Mary's Banquet Hall, 252 Parkdale at 
Melvin NE corner Admission: $1. Con-
tact Ken Lord 905-383-3742  
 
Woodstock 12th Annual Show, 
Sept. 9, 10am-4pm at the South 
Gate Centre, 191 Old Wellington St. 
South. Door prizes, displays, free 
parking, admission $1. Contact 
Woodstock Coin Club, 41 Mase-
field Cr., London, ON, (519) 451-
2316. 
 
Ninth Annual Coin Show, Sept. 16, 
9:30am-4:30pm at the Ramada Inn, 817 
Exeter Rd. Displays and dealers of 
coins, medals, notes and tokens. Admis-
sion $1. Contact London Numismatic 
Society, (519) 472-9679. 
 
TNS, The Numismatic Show, Sept. 
28-30 at the Ramada Plaza Hotel, 150 
King St. East. Auctions and dealer set 

Next Meeting:  
September 25 

 
President’s Message 
 
The North York numismatic season will 
be getting back underway on Tuesday, 
September 11 with our first Executive 
meeting since May. All Club Executive 
are asked to attend and note the change 
from a Wednesday to a Tuesday night. 
 
The meeting schedule has been presented 
to Edithvale in the form of a permit appli-
cation and we are waiting to hear back 
from them. There has been a change in 
management at Edithvale, but the new di-
rector is making a great effort to meet 
everyone’s booking needs. If our requests 
are accepted, all meetings will now be on 
a Tuesday night with the December meet-
ing being on the second Tuesday. 
 
It was a wonderful C.N.A. Convention in 
Quebec City, although attendance was 
down. That may have been because ex-
penses were high for those who stayed at 
the hotel. This issue of  The Bulletin is 
filled with convention pictures and com-
ments. 
 
If you are now on the Internet, send an e-
mail to me at “p.petch@home.com”. 
This will allow us to send you any last-
minute announcements. Phone calls are 
welcome on my cell at 416-303-4417 and 
on my home phone at 416-745-3067 
(leave a voice message if you can’t get 
through). 

 
No August Meeting 

The next meeting of the North York Coin Club will be held on Tuesday, September 
25, 2001, at the Edithvale Community Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive. We start gathering 
about 7:30pm with meeting start scheduled for 8:00. 
 
The schedule of open times during August for Club meetings turned out to be limited 
and the time which was available did not fit with your President’s or Vice President’s 
calendars. Sorry for any disappointment this may cause those members who were 
looking forward to an August meeting. 

“The Bulletin” 
August, 2001 

up on Sept. 28, bourse open on Sat. & 
Sun. 10am. Auction by Jeffrey Hoare 
Auctions, Inc., numismatic sale on Fri-
day, Militaria on Saturday. Early bird ad-
mission and show pass $15, seniors $3 
and young collectors $2. Contact Terry 
McHugh (905) 318-6458, email rsco-
ins@netaccess.on.ca. 
 
Durham Coin 2001, Oct. 6, 10am-5pm 
at the Pickering Town Centre. Free ad-
mission, free draws. Contact Earl or 
Sharon (905)728-1352, e-mail pap-
man@idirect.com. 
 
Burlington Fall Coin Show, Oct. 13, 
9am- 4pm, Brant Hills Community Cen-
tre, 2300 Duncaster Ave. Free admission 
and parking. Contact Nancy Meredith 
705-788-3159. 
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Paper Money Crawling with Germs  
by André Picard, Public Health Reporter, Globe and Mail  
with a WEBMD report by Dr. Dominique S. Wilson 

Talk about filthy lucre: a new 
study says that paper money is 
crawling with bacteria.  
 
U.S. researchers collected 68 dol-
lar bills in grocery-store checkout 
lanes and at high-school sporting 
events, then put them under the 
microscope and found that 59 of 
the greenbacks were just plain 
grungy. They also learned that it 
would be wise to heed the classic 
motherly warning: “Don’t put it in 
your mouth. You don’t know 
where it’s been.” 
 
Dr. Peter Wender and his associ-
ates at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base in Ohio found that some bills 
were contaminated with staphylo-
coccus aureus, bacteria found in 
the nose, and klebsiella pneumo-
niae, fecal bacteria. Both bacteria 
can produce a toxin that causes 
food poisoning and that can leave 
healthy people wretchedly sick. 
 
The research team also found that 
almost all the bills were contami-
nated with common germs such as 
streptococcus, entero-bacteria, 
pseudomonas and other bugs that 
don’t pose much of a risk to the 
general public, but can be danger-
ous to immune-compromised pa-
tients such as the frail elderly or 
people with HIV-AIDS. 
 
Dr. Ender stressed that the re-

searchers did not try to determine 
whether people had actually con-
tracted illnesses from the bills. 
Infectious organisms have to be 
present in significant numbers to 
cause illness, and the study meas-
ured only presence, not quanti-
ties. But Dr. Ender said the re-
search left no doubt that “money 
can he a vehicle for the rapid 
spread of bacteria.” 
 
He would not speculate on 
whether people who handle lots 
of money, for example bank tell-
ers and workers in fast-food res-
taurants, are at greater risk of 
contracting disease, but said they 
would certainly be exposed to a 
lot more germs than those who 
lead a cashless life. It is a con-
cern that such people juggle both 
food and money as a normal part 
of their job. 
 
If this news from the U.S. makes 
you feel better because you know 
so much more of Canadian com-
merce is carried out using coins, 
well forget that. Dr. Michael P. 
Doyle, professor of food micro-
biology at the University of 
Georgia says, “We took cur-
rency, cleaned it, and then ap-
plied some bacteria that are 
known to be food-borne patho-
gens to the surface to see if they 
died off. I was always under the 
belief that copper and some of 

the metals that are present in coins 
would have antimicobial activity. I 
thought that people who are work-
ing as cashiers don’t have to 
worry contaminating food after 
they handled coins. We were a bit 
surprised when we found that if 
you did have salmonella or E coli 
on the surface, the organisms 
could survive for several days.” 
 
In presenting the data on May 23, 
2001 to the annual meeting of the 
American Society of Microbiol-
ogy in Orlando, Fla., Dr. Ender 
suggested that, given the findings, 
it may be time for some money 
laundering – literally. 
 
That idea is no joke in Japan, a so-
ciety that is preoccupied with 
cleanliness. There, consumers can 
opt to get their cash from “clean 
ATMs” that dispense yen that 
have been heated to 200 C (392 
F) – hot enough to kill many bac-
teria but not burn the money. 
 
Although billions of bills change 
hands around the world daily, 
there has been remarkably little 
research on the role money plays 
in spreading infectious disease. 
Three decades ago, the Journal of 
the American Medical Association 
published a landmark study on the 
cleanliness of cash. It found that 
13 per cent of coins and 42 per 

(Continued on page 3) 

 
It may be time for laundering to check  
the spread of bacteria, U.S. researchers say. 
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The  Meeting news from 
our June 26 meeting along 
with the Question of the 
Month feature will appear 
in the September, 2001 
bulletin. 

(Continued from page 2) 

cent of bills harboured objection-
able germs such as fecal bacteria 
and staphylococcus aureus. 
 
The study released yesterday is dif-
ferent from previous research in the 
field because it tried to measure the 
presence of bacteria on money cir-
culating in the general community, 
rather than in hospitals, in this case 
Dayton, Ohio. 
 
But it found high rates of bacteria 
on dollar bills. Seven per cent of the 
money showed traces of the more 
serious bacteria, 86 per cent har-
boured more mundane bugs, and 
only 7 per cent were germ-free.  
 
Bacteria are not the only unusual 
substance that can be found on the 
money people handle daily. U.S. 
studies in recent years have shown 
that more than 90 per cent of money 
in circulation in big cities such as 
New York, Miami, Houston and 
San Francisco, carries traces of co-
caine. 
 
Thanks to Dr. Marvin Kay for spotting 
this story and suggesting it for the bulle-
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On the C.N.A. Convention  
Bourse Floor 
 

The busy bourse floor at the Quebec Congress Centre 

The Royal Canadian Mint featured its most recent 
products  along with its usual “double dollar” C.N.A. 
Convention set. 

The exhibit area Trajan Publishing regulars Bret Evans (left) and Paul 
Fiocca promote their publications and offered a selection 
of fine numismatic books. 

 Guy on the go, Geoff Bell, C.N.A. incoming President 
passes through the convention reception area. 

Bill Cross, Charlton publishing, featured all of his most 
recent catalogues and the new J.E. Charlton biography. 
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The Royal Canadian Mint hosts their annual C.N.A. Reception 

The wonderful view from the 23rd floor of the 
Hilton Hotel… the site of the reception 

Jean-Pierre Tremblay speaks of the Mint’s 
continuing support for the C.N.A. 

Ken Prophet, C.N.A. General Secretary, 
with his wife 

Bruce and Dorte Brace take time out for smiles 
with Geoff Bell before hosting the annual meeting 
of the Classical and Medieval Numismatic Society. 

Toronto collector 
Sid Belzberg 

Roger Fox had a busy time with 
the large Canadian Tire collector 
contingent at the Convention 

Andy Breakley, Colorado Springs 
with Dan Gosling, Edmonton 
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Doing the Tourist Thing 
Around Quebec City 

Buskers please and en-
tertain the crowd at one 
of Quebec City’s gates 

The Dufferin Terrace in front of the Chateau Frontenac 
is one of the “must-sees” in Quebec City 

On Friday morning a  
C.N.A. Tour first paid a 
visit to Montmorency Falls 
(left) followed by a stop at 
the great Basilica at Sainte-
Anne de Beaupre (below)  
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C.N.A. Banquet Highlights 

Banquet Master of Ceremonies Serge Pelletier  

Guest Speaker Chet 
Krause remembers his 
many years in 
numismatics (left) and 
installs Honorary C.N.A. 
President J. E. Charlton 
as a  Numismatic 
Ambassador 
(below)  

The passing of the gavel from Tom Kennedy to incoming 
President Geoff Bell 

A highlight of the C.N.A. Banquet is the awarding of the  
J.D.Ferguson Award, this year to long-deserving numismatist 
Jerry Remick 

Just wait until next year! Yvon Marquis (centre) Claude Ber-
nard (right) pass the scissors to Peter Moogk of Vancouver 
while Tom Kennedy looks on. Vancouver is the site of the 
2002 Convention. 
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C.N.A. Souveniers 

At the banquet, almost-neibours  Bill Kamb 
(left) and Wendel Wolka from Ohio   

The other Petch attendees: daughter Francine 
(left) and wife Carolyne-Marie 

Paul and Mary Ellen Johnson with daughter Laura 

...and, at the 
Banquet table 


