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May, 2001
President’s Message
It has been a busy month with lots of collecting activity. Let’s dive right in and get
to the most recent news.
I have been in touch with Edithvale and
have started planning our meeting schedule for the coming year. We will be
switching to the second Tuesday of the
month for Executive meetings to avoid
our occasional conflicts with Scarborough Coin Club meetings. We are also
trying to establish the second Tuesday of
December as the night for our Christmas
Party. Depending on the Edithvale service schedule, we will try for a uniform
4th Tuesday for all of our regular meetings. Following the policy set last year,
there will be no meeting in July nor any
bulletin that month.
Ron Zelk has taken over the custodial duties of the draw prizes. He reports we
have been able to restock mint sets
through purchases at the ONA convention. Also on the draw prize subject, Albert Kasman will be donating phone
cards to the draw as we climb to the $30
and $40 monthly sales levels. The value
of the card will increase with the value of
the draw sales. Last month we had sales
of $28.00, so we’re getting pretty close.
All it takes are a few people who cur-

The next meeting of the North York Coin Club will be held on Tuesday, May 22,
2001, at the Edithvale Community Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive. We start gathering
about 7:30pm with meeting start scheduled for 8:00.
Club member Don Robb will be our speaker at the May meeting. He is going to
update his talk “Medals and Tokens that Commemorate Canada's Centennial 1967”.
This is one of Don’s collecting specialties and a theme which is broad enough to take
us coast-to-coast with many interesting specimens and stories of local centennial
celebrations.
Check out the auction list on page 3 and remember you are welcome to bring any
additional items you wish to sell. Along with this, we’ll have the usual draw, news
from the ONA show and perhaps a surprise or two as well. Remember, the May
meeting is always more fun when you manage to be there.
rently buy one strip of tickets to buy
two and Albert’s donation will kick in.
John Regitko has provided a wonderful
service to the Club by reviewing the
wooden money collection donated by
Kent Farrow and the Harvey Farrow
Estate. With assistance from Ron Zelk
and Norm Belsten the woods have been
sorted into three classifications. It was
agreed by the Executive that the original idea of using them exclusively for
draw prizes was not appropriate, not
only because of the sheer numbers, but
also because some of the material deserves special treatment.

Farrow’s wooden nickels as follows:
Two of each NYCC-related woods will
be kept for the NYCC archives. The remainder from this lot will be put in the
NYCC listed auction if they are scarce or
rare with the more common items being
used in the door draw.
The better woods, those having no NYCC
connection and including those manufactured by Lou Vesh, will be consigned,
through Norm Belsten, to the CAWMC
auction at the CNA Convention in Quebec City in July. The auction proceeds
will be split 50/50 between CAWMC and
the NYCC.

It was decided to apportion Harvey

Next Meeting:
May 22

There is also a mass of 1600 more common woods. Of these, 800 will be donated to the Oshawa, Scarborough, Mississauga-Thistletown and SOC/CAWMC
(Continued on page 8)
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Meeting News from the April 24 Meeting
The 463rd meeting of the North York
Coin Club was held on Tuesday, April
24, 2001 at the Edithvale Community
Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive, Willowdale,
Ont.
The President, Paul Petch, opened the
meeting at 8:09 p.m. and welcomed 29
members.
Unfortunately, Frank Zahra was not
present to collect the $2.00 pot in the
On Time Attendance Draw. Mr Zahra
has not been able to attend meetings for
many years but he has always been very
kind to the Club. Hence, it was a pleasure to recall him on this occasion.
Minutes of the March 27, 2001 meeting
were read by the Secretary and accepted
by the Chair
The Chair noted the ONA Convention
will be held on April 27-29 and encouraged members to attend. He listed the
coming events and reminded everyone
that the next Executive meeting will be
held on May 9. The attendance of all
“club workers” is requested, but any
member is welcome as an observer.
Bob Porter distributed copies of a brochure and a bookmarker with highlights
regarding the new $10.00 note. The
Bank of Canada is organizing a showing of the new currency, particularly the
$10.00 note. A new display will be
available for travel across Canada.
Roger Fox advised a display of Canadian Tire Paper Scrip will accompany
this tour.
John Regitko came to the floor with a
copy of the 50th Anniversary C.N.A.
book A Half Century of Advancement in
Numismatics written by Stan Clute, a
Past President of this Club. John had
taken the time to go through the book
from cover to cover. From its contents
he reported the number of times various
Club members names had been mentioned for their contributions to numismatics (Paul Johnson had the record)
and he also noted photos of club mem-

bers that are included. John had a few
copies of the book for sale and there is
also a copy in the Club library signed
by the author.
Marvin Kay donated several copies of a
newspaper editorial to the lucky draw.
The cartoon caused the one cent coin to
appear as a $1.00 denomination. It was
a satire on the falling value of the Canadian dollar against the U.S. dollar.
It has been 5 years since Dr. Marvin
Kay spoke to us on his Medical Coins
and Medals. This evening he presented
beautiful slides and pertinent comments
on the pieces in his collection acquired
since then. They were offered in the
following categories: Honouring physicians, hospitals, medical tokens, medical life saving organizations, physician
coins and miscellaneous coins and medals. Additional medals were on display.
Dr Kay’s presentations are always very
interesting and well presented so it was
with great pleasure that the Chair was
able to present a Certificate of Appreciation to him.
Many thanks to Roger Fox for preparing the refreshments.
The Lucky Draw tickets were sold by
Albert Kasman with the draw being
called by Roger Fox. Winners were:
Lucille Colson, Vince Chiappino (2),
Bob Velensky, Jean Orr, John Regitko,
Bob Wilson, Roger Fox, Jim Heifetz,
Len Keunzig and Paul Johnson. Proceeds amounted to $28.00.
A lively auction of 17 lots was ably run
by Mark Argentino and called by Bob
Porter with the assistance of Paul Petch.
It brought a commission of $5.90 and
$1.00 donation. Many thanks to Marvin
Kay for his medical medal donations.
There being no further business the
meeting closed at 9:55 p.m. Thanks to
the members who arrive early to set up
and to those who stay after the meeting
for clean up.

Coming Events
Scarborough Coin Club 5th Annual
Coin Show, May 19, 9am-3pm at the
Cedarbrook Community Centre, 91
Eastpark Blvd. Free admission, hourly
draws. Lunch and refreshments by the
Gallaway after School Program. Contact Rick Craig at (416) 977 0663 or email cpms@idirect.com .
Stratford Spring Coin Show, May 27,
10am-4pm at the Army Navy and Air
Force Veterans Hall, 151 Lorne Ave.
East. Admission $2, children under 12
free with adult. Events include 50 tables, door prizes, lunch counter and free
parking. Sponsor/Affiliate: B.C. Coin
and Ian Ward Promotions Contact Bob
Dowsett (519) 271-8884 or Ian Ward
(519) 426-8875.
Brantford 41st Annual Coin Show,
June 10, 9am-4pm at the Woodman
Community Centre, 491 Grey St. free
admission. More than 35 dealers. ONA
directors meeting during the show.
Hourly draws. Sponsor/Affiliate: Brantford Numismatic Society. E-mail
bnscoins@bfree.on.ca.
TOREX Show & Auction, June 16-17
at the Primrose Hotel, 111 Carlton St.
(Pearson Ballroom). Saturday 10am5pm; Sunday 10am-3pm Daily admission $5. Coins, paper money, cards,
books, supplies, pens, watches, militaria. Contact Brian R. Smith, (416)
861-9523, e-mail: brian@torex.net.
Website: http://www.torex.net
Canadian Tire Swap & Meet hosted
by Hubert (Toby) Grimminck, July 6-8,
1806 Sunningdale Rd. West, London.
Bring all your CTC material for trading,
selling and buying. Space available for
displays. Auction at 3pm on July 7.
Camping available on property and motels are nearby. Contact Hubert Grimminck, (519) 472-2956.
CNA Annual Convention, July 26-29,
Quebec City Congress Centre. Contact
CNA Convention Quebec 2001, PO
Box 56036, Quebec, QC G1P 2W0 email at 2001@snq.qc.ca. Website:
http://www.snq.qc.ca/2001
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Listed Auctions
Bring any material you would like to
sell by listed auction in June to the May
meeting and give it to Rick Craig. The
items should be presented for
consideration in person in an ordinary
envelope showing your name, phone
number and your estimated value (i.e.,
reserve bid). Rick is assisting us by
assuring consistent descriptions of
quality and by pegging fair starting
amounts for the listing in the bulletin.

Question of the Month
For our May question of the month we
ask a fairly easy question, “When and
where was the first paper money used?”
Do you have any idea how word of the
use of paper money spread?

The April question opened with “I can
think of several statements which can
be made about the 1967 $20 gold coin
in which it can be said to be the first.
For example, it was the first Canadian
gold coin which, at the time of issue,
was illegal for U.S. citizens to purchase.” Members were asked to come
up with “first” statements of their own.
The $20 gold coin was a special issue
struck only for inclusion in the Gold
Presentation Sets of 1967. This coinage
commemorated the 100th anniversary
of Canadian Confederation as a nation.

Page 3
May Meeting Auction List

Starts at
1) 1999 12 x 25 cent business strike set in holder – Donation by Geo.
Fraser.........................................................................................................$ 3.00
2) Dual set of 1999 and 2000 25 cent coins in holder—Donation by Geo.
Fraser............................................................................................................6.00
3) A Guide to Roman "First Brass" Coins by Leopold A. Montague
1896. 136 pages, Hard Cover pocket book size ......................................... 10.00
4) The Young Collector Series: Colonial Coins and Tokens by D.F.
Howarth. British, 93 pages, Hard Cover pub. 1890 ..................................... 8.00
5) 1953 Cdn. 5 cent error coin. Minting error should be viewed ...................... 1.00
The seven proof quality coins were encased in a black, morocco leather presentation case, and sold for $40 a set and
was the first collector set of proof coins.
This is a coin of many other “firsts”: the
first commemorative gold coin of Canada, the Dominion's first gold coin
since 1914, the first commemorative
gold coin of North America since 1926,
the first $20 coin Canada ever minted,
and, at that time, the Dominion’s largest
denomination gold coin. The coin was
struck in .900 fine gold, with a bullion
value of $20 Canadian and about
$18.50 U.S.

American collectors were denied the
opportunity to legally purchase this
coin at the time of issue. Officials of the
U.S. Treasury’s Office of Domestic
Gold and Silver Operations did not consider the coin to be of sufficient merit
for exclusion from the ban then in force
which severely limited the ownership of
modern gold coins by U.S. citizens.

This ban was rescinded at midnight, Dec.
30, 1974. It is a fact, however, that many
U.S. collectors had the coins in their possession prior to that time. In fact, many
purchased them at the time of issue and
placed them in bank safe deposit boxes in
Canada, which action was also technically unlawful.

It was not, however, the first gold coin to
show the Canadian coat of arms. That
honour went to the $5 and $10 gold
pieces of 1912. While we now think of
the coat of arms primarily as the design
feature of our 50-cent piece, there was a
vision as early as 1909 for its use on our
high-denomination gold coinage. At that
time, $5, $10 and $20 denominations
were planned and a design by Mr. S.
Stohr of Hamilton was being considered.
A Royal Mint design of 1910 showing
the coat of arms upon two maple boughs
set the strategy for $5 and $10 denominations that went into production for the
three years 1912, 1913 and 1914.
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ADVENTURES IN COLLECTING NEWFOUNDLAND COINS
by Bill Kamb
Have you just completed a series of
coins or are almost complete and can’t
find the few remaining pieces? If you’re
ready for another challenge, try collecting Newfoundland coins. They are elusive but generally affordable to the average collector.
Newfoundland was a sparsely populated colony of England until 1949
when it became the tenth province of
Canada. Prior to the 1860’s, foreign
currency, merchants’ script and tokens,
and bills of exchange circulated in
Newfoundland. In 1863 it was deemed
necessary that Newfoundland have its
own decimal coinage. A currency act
was passed, patterns were struck, and
finally in 1865 Newfoundland coinage
first circulated. As with the other British North American colonies, Newfoundland adopted the Spanish dollar as
its basic unit. Thus, $4.80 Newfoundland currency was equal to one British
sovereign. Since the sovereign was
equal to 240 pence, it worked out very
conveniently that the British penny was
equal to two Newfoundland cents. The
other denomination coins were in proportion. As British coinage circulated
along with Newfoundland coins as legal
tender, it was easy to keep track of accounts. For example, a British shilling
passed for 24-cents and a sixpence for
12-cents. Newfoundland issued its decimal coinage as needed until 1947.
The coinage consisted of bronze large
cents from 1865 to 1936 and then, with
the introduction of the George VI coinage in 1938, changed to a small cent for
reasons of economy. Sterling silver was
the metal of choice for the five-cent
through fifty-cent pieces. In 1944, when
only one, five, and ten-cent pieces were
still being minted, the silver content was reduced to .800 fine. During the First World War the
twenty-cent piece was discontinued
and the twenty-five-cent piece was
introduced. After the war, Newfoundland’s economy declined and
the twenty-five and fifty-cent denominations were discontinued,

the Royal Mint, and then ultimately
with the final issues of the series from
1940 through 1947 when it existed as
the Royal Canadian Mint.
Collecting the entire Newfoundland
series can be a satisfying challenge. I
just completed a date set at the 2000
CNA Convention, having started almost
eighteen years ago. In addition to the
date set, there are a few popular varieties, as well as some minor varieties
listed in catalogs, plus many unlisted
minor varieties. As a serious collector, I
would like to pass along a few things
I’ve learned over the years about collecting Newfoundland coins.

being last minted in 1919. Newfoundland also issued two dollar gold pieces
eight different years from 1865 to 1888.
The gold pieces are unusual in that the
denomination is expressed three different ways on the reverse: two dollars,
200 cents, and 100 pence.
Over the years these coins had their origin at one of three mints. The initial
supply of 1865 and 1870 coinage came
from the Royal Mint in London. As the
strain of domestic and colonial currency
production became too great for that
mint’s antiquated machinery, the
Heaton Mint at Birmingham filled in on
five occasions from 1872 until 1904.
The state of the backlog was so bad that
even gold two dollar coins were allowed to be struck at the Heaton Mint
for the 1882 issue, quite an exceptional
occurrence. Even the Canadian mint in
Ottawa contributed to the series. This
occurred first with the issues from 1917
through 1920, while it was a branch of

Without a doubt, the most important
recommendation is reading and understanding literature on the subject.
Knowledge is the key to acquiring and
enjoying any collection. The Charleton
catalog and Haxby catalog are a must as
well as Canadian Coin News for current
literature. The Currency and Medals of
Newfoundland, a book published in
1983 by The Ferguson Foundation, is
the bible of Newfoundland numismatics. You should buy a copy of this book
if you find one or borrow one from your
library. Winning a couple of auction
lots of recent coin catalogs, preferably
with prices realized, would be well
worth the investment as well as subscribing to current catalogs.
Something that I only recently realized
are the reasons for joining a local coin
club. For years I thought no one collects
what I’m after, so why bother? I finally
joined one six years ago and have only
missed one meeting in all that time. I
had my head in the sand and didn’t
know what I was missing. It’s the collecting fever, or the thrill of the
hunt, that attracts people of a common interest. It’s fun to show others your purchases, and the discussions that result often develop into
long term friendships. It took me
years to realize that. Now I attend
shows as much for the social as(Continued on page 5)
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pects as the chance of making a numismatic purchase.
As you become more experienced and
become aware of the bigger picture,
you may want to join a regional club,
like the Ontario Numismatic Association, or even the national club, the Canadian Numismatic Association. These
larger clubs put on a major show each
year that draws people from all over
Canada and beyond. They feature a
large bourse with all the major dealers
present. They have an important auction, numismatic seminars and exhibits,
and usually provide a forum where specialty clubs can meet. You have a better
chance to meet advanced collectors
who are willing to share their knowledge and display their coins.
The next thing I hope you do is go to a
couple of coin shows or coin shops and
ask a lot of questions about the series
without buying anything. Gain as much
knowledge as you can about market
availability of the scarcer pieces, see
what strongly struck and weakly struck
coins look like, learn some of the finer
points of grading, and have someone
show you what dipped coins look like
etc. Ask why some coins sell for higher
percentages of trends than others do,
everything being equal. If you do all, or
most of the above at a couple of shows,
you’ll make more intelligent purchases
once you finally make your decision to
proceed.
The entire series is readily assembled in
low grade, such as G–F for the Victorian issues and F–EF for the later issues. The 1873 five-cent piece from the
Heaton Mint is the key and can often be
found in low grade in the major Canadian auctions. Money is the only consideration here, as a set could probably
be assembled by attending a few major
shows. To make this effort more challenging, try and buy problem free,
original coins with a decent strike.
Probably 90% of the early silver pieces
have been cleaned or dipped and many
of the one-cent pieces are not original.
Looking for strongly struck Victorian
pieces is frustrating, so buy the best
strike you can find. Perhaps you’ll want

to put together a type set
first in a grade at the high
end of your expectations
so you’ll have something
to gauge your collection
by.
A few rolls of original
gem uncirculated coins
have appeared in the marketplace in the past twenty years or so.
Most of these coins are beautiful examples of what the ultimate collection
would be like. If you strive for the best,
you will want some of these coins:
1909 and 1913 gem red uncirculated
cents, gem uncirculated 1904H and
1912 five-cent pieces, 1912 and 1941C
ten-cent pieces and 1912 twenty-cent
pieces. In addition to these rolls, the
Heaton Hoard was disbursed in the mid
‘70’s, releasing approximately 150 gem
uncirculated 1872 cents on the market
as well as token amounts of the other
Newfoundland coins minted at the
Heaton Mint. Examples of these coins
are frequently seen in the marketplace
and are unmistakable for their blazing
luster.
The strike of the reverse crown on the
one-cent pieces varies from strongly
struck (on the 1872 cent only) to weak
on some issues of 1873, 1880, and
1890. I once was a successful mail bidder on an 1873 one-cent piece that was
advertised as EF but was actually a
weakly struck R&B UNC with a terrible strike! On the silver pieces, especially the “Vicky” five-cent series, attention has to be paid to the hair braid
as it is usually poorly struck. I have
seen a weakly struck choice AU 1882
five-cent piece and an uncirculated
1894 five-cent piece with the appropriate luster but the detail of a Fine coin.
These are the extremes but these examples are not uncommon. Don’t buy
coins with too many bag marks or other
detracting problems, as decent ones will
come along. Gold coins are especially
“baggy” because the metal is relatively
soft.
Raising your standards a notch will
make you understand what “The thrill
of the hunt” means. Collecting the Victorian cents and gold pieces in EF or
better condition and the silver in VF/EF
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condition results in a
beautifully matched collection, but requires patience. With few exceptions, post-Victoria coins
are relatively available in
EF/AU condition. Luster
plays an ever-increasing
roll in grading circulated
coins as it is generally an
indication of the coin being in EF or
AU condition. Collecting at this level
will probably take five years or more to
complete if funds are available. Remember you are looking for problem
free coins. Coins as follows are starting
to become condition scarce at this level:
• Five-cents – 1870, ‘73, ‘73H (of
course), ‘76H, ’85, & 1919C
• Ten-cents – 1870, ’73, ‘82H, ’85, ’88
& 1903
• Twenty-cents – 1873, ’80, ’81, & ’85
• Fifty-cents – 1870, ’73, ’74, ’80, ’85,
& ’88
Duplicates of the above should be
bought when available and used as traders. This is one way I have stretched my
collecting dollar. There are enough
scarce coins in the Newfoundland series
that given a three to five year cycle for
market appearances something of interest is always turning up. If more coins
on your want list are available than you
have money for, buy the scarcer coins
first. The common ones can always be
found later. If you have discipline, buying on layaway is a technique that can
be used for the truly expensive coins,
and there are a few of them in the series.
Taking your collection up another notch
will try the patience of Job. Without
pricing yourself out of the market, it’s
feasible to collect the entire one-cent
series as well as post-Victoria silver in
uncirculated condition. Victorian silver
can be found in EF or AU condition
(with the exception of the 1873H fivecent piece), and the eight gold pieces in
choice AU. I would estimate this could
be accomplished in twenty years or so
by attending two or three major shows a
year, subscribing to the major auction
catalogs, and getting to know the appropriate dealers. So many of the keys and
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

semi-keys are on many want lists and it
pays to get to the top of the list. If
you’re not near the top of a dealer’s list
you may never get the coin. Accordingly, the toughest coins to find at this
level will be as follows:
• One-cent – 1885, ’88*, 1920C, &
‘44C
• Five-cents – 1870, ’73, ‘73H*, ‘76H,
’80, ’81, ’85, & 1919C
• Ten-cents – 1870, ’73, ‘82H, ’85,
’88, 1903* & ‘17C
• Twenty-cents – 1873, ’80, ’81, ’85, &
1904H*
• Fifty-cents – 1870, ’73, ’74, ’80, ’85,
’88, & ’94
*These may no longer be available in
twenty years or so.
There was
an article
in Canadian Coin
News
a
couple of
months
ago that
gave some
examples
of
how
underrated
Newfoundland coins are. Those examples were “no-brainers” in the author’s
opinion, and I agree. There are many
more examples, to a lesser degree, of
bargains in the series. Once you’ve
done your homework, you’ll be able to
understand Jim Charleton’s comment,
first made fifty years ago, that this is
the most under-appreciated series.
If you’re looking for another numismatic challenge, buy the book first, and
read it. If you don’t already belong to a
coin club, join one to get an education,
and make friends. Study the series before you spend your first dollar on a
coin and know what your budget is. Understand what your patience level is and
decide what grade range you want to
collect. And, above all, have fun.
Bill Kamb wrote this article for the CN
Journal last October and your Editor
provided some assistance. He granted
permission for it to appear here, following publication in the Journal.

by Wayne Jacobs
Although the term has “had press” today, at one time it meant just what it
said: money that had been washed and
cleaned.
It’s hard to say exactly where it first
appeared, but the earliest report is from
Poland in 1903, at the time a grand
duchy of Russia. The newspaper Russki
Listock noted that the municipal government of Warsaw, “in an excess of
zeal for the public health”, had decreed
that all small silver coins over a certain
age were to be called in and
“disinfected”. This was, of course, at a
time when the “germ theory” of illness
was a new buzzword. The coins in
question would have been Russian, Poland not having minted her own coins
since the 1840s.
The sanitary measure didn’t work.
When bright shiny — but somewhat
worn — coins showed up in circulation,
they were widely taken for counterfeit
and just as widely refused. Shopkeepers
and various transportation ticket—
takers were the most likely to turn them
down so the project died.
Paper money was more suited to the
process and, closer to home, the U.S.
carried out such a program for a number of years. Banknote paper had improved so that it wore better — but got
just as dirty. As well, there was the
need for a lot more of it due to a burgeoning population, higher wages and a
certain inflation in prices. Just before
World War I, it cost the U.S. Treasury
$1.30 per hundred to print notes — but
only 30 cents to wash the same hundred.
In 1911, a man named Berger Smith
patented a washing/ironing machine
specifically for paper money. A sort of
Rube Goldberg invention, the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing bought
it, but it took two years of their engineers’ modifications to make it practical. The system worked like this: soiled,
worn notes were received from the various sources and those deemed worthy
(about 10%) were picked out and sent

to the laundry. The soiled bills were
placed on a moving wet blanket passed
through soapsuds solutions and rinses
while carried on a tortuous path of rollers, finally passing through a hot pressing
roller where they were dried and ironed.
Inspectors then looked them over and
bundled them up.
While some banks specified new notes
only, others liked the washed ones since
they were softer, easier to handle and didn’t stick together. Perhaps the biggest
advantage was the detecting of counterfeits. Although they leafed lightly
through the stacks of bills, the inspectors
became so adept at detecting the differences in paper and small changes in design that few counterfeits got past them.
Not bad, seeing that each inspector averaged 20,000 notes per day. When detected, the counterfeits were passed over
to the Secret Service who had a good
chance of tracing them to their source
since each laundered lot was kept track of
from receipt as dirty money to the stacking of the washed notes.
A victim of cost cutting, the U.S. note
laundry closed in 1918. Relatively expensive linen rag paper was replaced by cotton. It didn’t wear as well — and certainly didn’t wash as well — but it was
cheap enough that newly printed notes
were on a par with laundered ones.
During the influenza epidemic of
1918/19, there was a call for laundering
again. At the same time, there were calls
in the Canadian House of Commons to
clean up our filthy lucre for the same reason. But it never happened. It was just as
cheap — or cheaper — to bum the old
“horse blankets” and print new ones. At
least it kept the government printers employed.
Submitted by Dr. Marvin Kay and reprinted with permission from the Alberni Valley Coin Club Bulletin.
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The Republic Of Biafra by Tom Rogers
On May 27, 1967, Gen. Yakubu
Gowon, head of the Federal Military
Government of Nigeria, created three
states from the eastern region of the
country. Separation of the region, undertaken to achieve better regional and
ethnic balance, caused Lt. Col. E. O.
Ojukwu, Military Governor of the eastern region, to proclaim on May 27,
1967, the independence of the eastern
region as the “Republic of Biafra”.
Fighting broke out between the Federal
Military Government and the forces of
Lt. Col. Ojukwu and continued until
Biafra surrendered on Jan. 15, 1970.
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ONA Convention Medal

Biafra was then re-integrated into the
Republic as three states – east central,
rivers, and south-eastern.
The Republic of Biafra issued two series of notes. The first issue was a 5shilling note and a 1 pound note dated
1967. The second issues were 5shilling, 10-shilling, 1 pound, 5 pound,
and a 10 pound notes dated 1968-69.
The illustration shows the obverse and
reverse of a one pound note dated 196869. The note exists in two varieties with
one type showing a serial number and a
second type that does not.
The 2001 Ontario Numismatic Association's 38 mm Convention medal was produced in proof-like copper and prooflike .9999 silver, both metals have
smooth edges, It was included in registration kits only, in proof-like commercial
bronze with a milled edge.
The obverse side of the medal shows a
frontal view of Massey Library and Hall,
which is now part of the University of
Guelph. MASSEY LIBRARY / UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH in small letters
is inscribed just below the building,
39TH ANNUAL O.N.A. CONVENTION
is around the top. APRIL 27-29, 2001 is
around the bottom.
The cornerstone for the Massey Library
and Hall was laid in 1901, making this
the building's centennial year. The
Massey Foundation paid for the building.
The building was first used as a Study
Hall and Library for the Ontario Agricultural College and also MacDonald Institute, which later became the University
of Guelph, when the various colleges and
institutions in Guelph were amalgamated
to form the University of Guelph.
Local artist, Marlene Jofriet, who has
made drawings and paintings of many of
the old buildings in Guelph, designed the
obverse side of the 2001 ONA medal.
The medals were struck by Pressed Metal
Products, Vancouver, B.C.
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clubs, at the rate of 200 each. The Club
will hold the remaining 800 common
woods to be used in future draws/sales/
promotional giveaways.
It was a lively and successful gathering in
Guelph for the ONA’s 39th annual convention. I decided that I would not stay in
Guelph but would drive each day. Arriving Friday afternoon, I was able to help
with some of the set up and visit with
some friends. For the first time there was
a Friday evening bourse that was attended by registrants as well as the public. The dealers seemed to enjoy the
chance to work some trades while serving
the moderate-size crowd. There was an
enjoyable kick-off reception at 9:00pm,
right after the bourse closed.
Saturday was an early start for me with a
C.N.A. Executive meeting scheduled to
start at 7:00am. Among the business
items was the big question, “Could Toronto be the site of the 2004 C.N.A. Convention?” This was seen to be appropriate
since the first C.N.A. convention was
held in Toronto in 1954.
That meeting ended early enough that I
had time to spend a bit of time at the Canadian Tire Coupon Collectors meeting.
Roger Fox was pleased with the meeting
in general, but especially with a very successful auction. The day also featured
meetings of the Canadian Association of
Token Collectors and the Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors.
An important event for me was the Numismatic Network Canada meeting. This
“by-invitation” meeting focused on the
group’s continuing efforts to foster an
Internet and World Wide Web presence
for all national and regional numismatic
associations in Canada. North York club
members Bill McDonald and Dick Dunn
brought attendees up-to-date and I was
honoured to be elected as the new President of the group. It is going to be a large
and complex task to lead the evolution of
this initiative, but I hope that my years of
professional experience in computers,
Internet administration and project management position me to be equal to the
task. (In case anyone is wondering, I
think I have enough jobs now!)
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After a short and successful visit to the
auction, friend Bill Kamb and I joined
several prominent coin dealers in the
hotel lounge. This was both relaxing an
interesting as I watched Bill planning
future acquisitions and trades as he
works to improve his already outstanding Newfoundland collection. This
little “time-out” was quickly wound up
as we headed to the annual banquet.
Bill and I found a table with two empty
chairs made up entirely of North York
members. Gwen and Bill McDonald
were there with Marg and Roger Fox as
well as Bob Porter and Dick Dunn. We
enjoyed pleasant conversation and a
nice buffet before hearing Robert
Aaron, Toronto Star columnist, present
a thoroughly entertaining talk on the legalities of counterfeiting. During the
awards portion of the banquet, we were
surprised to find that half the folks at
the table were award recipients. (See
“ONA Awards” for details)
Roger Fox had an early start on Sunday,
attending the 8am Delegates’ Meeting
as the North York representative. At
that meeting it was announced that the
London Numismatic Society and the
North York Coin Club were co-winners
of the “Best Club Bulletin” award for
2000.
A meeting of the incoming ONA Executive followed the ONA Annual General Meeting. With Albert Kasman as
Area Director, John Regitko as ONA
Numismatist Editor, Ken Wilmot as
Past President and myself as 1st Vice
President, there are four North York
members serving on the ONA Executive. Following a short visit to the Hospitality Suite, and some exhibits clean
up I gave Bill Kamb a lift back to the
airport.
Bill remarked on how much he continues to enjoy his visits to the ONA from
his home in Powell, Ohio (located just
north of Columbus). I couldn’t help but
reflect that meeting old friends, winning
the Best of Show exhibit award, the
Dream Vacation Draw as well as selling
the winning ticket to yourself for the
$100 seller’s bonus is the stuff that
memorable coin shows are made of.

ONA Awards
and Winners
ONA Award of Merit
• Roger Fox
ONA Fellow Award:
• Bob Porter
• Paul Johnson
• Tom Masters
Exhibit Awards
• Mathew Fleck – Million Dollar Notes
(junior)
• Bill Kamb – Newfoundland 50 cents
• Chris Boyer – RCMP Numismatics
Non-competitive recognition:
Roger Fox – Canadian Tire Money
Best of Show
• Bill Kamb
Best Club Newsletter
• London Numismatic Society – William Clarke, Ted Leitch, Editors
• North York Coin Club – Paul Petch,
Editor
C.N.A. Best Regional Newsletter
• ONA Numismatist, John Regitko, Editor
ONA Numismatist Editor Award
• Ken Prophet
• Norm Belsten
• Paul Petch
Dream Vacation Draw 2001 Winners
• First Prize – Bill Kamb - Powell,
Ohio, U.S.A.
• Sellers Prize ($100.00 Cash) - Bill
Kamb
• Second Prize - Canadian Olympic
$100 Gold Coin
Wendy Black - Moorefield, Ontario
Three Consolation Prizes 2001 O'Canada Sets
• Terry Cooke - Toronto, Ontario
• Michael Walsh - Vancouver, B.C.
• Ronald Cheek - Kanata, Ontario
Two Consolation Prizes Tiny Treasures Sets
• John Regitko - North York, Ontario
• Shirley Barker - Delhi, Ontario

