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Making the Grade
The next meeting of the North York Coin Club will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 1997,
at the Edithvale Community Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive. Notice we are meeting one
week earlier than usual. Our guest speaker will be Mr. Brian Cornwell. Brian is
President of International Coin Certification Service (ICCS), a third-party coin grading
company based in Toronto. He is one of the featured speakers at the CNAiNESA
Canadian Numismatic Course where his topic will be Grading Coins and Tokens. Brian
is a regular columnist appearing in Canadian Coin News and also wrote three of the
chapters in the CNA/NESA Correspondence Course. We hope to see you at the June
meeting!

President's Message

Question of the Month

We are moving our meeting date for the
next couple of months because of Edithvale's summer hours, which cause the
facility to be closed early on the 4th
Tuesday. We don't have confirmation
yet, but we're trying for Wednesday,
July 16 and Wednesday, August 20 for
our summer meetings. Watch for your
next mailing of The Bulletin for confirmed meeting dates.

We are turning our attention to medals
this month. Identify the medal awarded
in a battle where Canadian forces
successfUlly repulsed an American
invasion. Another clue, to help you
home in on the correct answer: this was
the first truly Canadian military medal.
Check your references and come with
your answer to the June meeting.

I don't know if you collect stamps, but
following the V.O.N. commemorative
last month, this month The Bulletin's
postage stamp celebrates the P.E.I.
Confederation Bridge.
Need to contact the President? Phone
calls are welcome at 416-745-3067
(leave a voice mail message if you can't
get through in person) and e-mail may
be sent to petchp@ican.net.

Hamilton Coin and Collectible Show
J U ~ Y3,9am-4pm at the Royal Canadian
Legion, 1180 Barton St. E, Hamilton $2

South Western Ontario Numismatics

Last month, members were asked to
identify the numismatic tie-in to the
Victorian
Order
of
Nurses
commemorative stamp used on the
bulletin's envelope. This question was
Marvin Kay's idea and he provided the
answer in the form of a short talk and
display at the May meeting. His article,
with all the details, is on page 3 of this
issue of The Bulletin. Sorry for the poor
quality of the illustration which came
from a small Charlton catalogue photo.
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Meeting News from the May 25 Meeting
The 4 17th meeting of the North York
Coin Club was held on Tuesday, May,
27 1997, at the Edithvale Community
Centre. The President, Paul Petch,
opened the meeting at 8:00 p.m. and
welcomed 21 members.
The on time attendance draw of $6 was
won by Paul Johnson. The prize returns
to $2 for June. The Mint Box was
passed to one junior.
Secretary Lucille Colson thanked Bob
Porter for filling in for the months of
March and April. H a ~ f 2 yFarrow
passed his thanks to Basil Latham for
covering for him during the same time.
The chair reviewed some upcoming
shows. Rick Craig passed along an
invitation and encouraged all members
to visit the Scarborough show on June

7. Brian See reported that things were
rather slow at the recent Niagara Show.
Harvey Farrow observed that there is
considerable
marketing
material
flowing from the Royal Canadian Mint.
The expensive collector pieces are front
and centre in the advertising, but there
is absolutely no mention of the
traditional, and affordable, specimen
mint sets.
Paul Johnson spoke about planning for
the CNA/NESA Canadian Numismatic
Course to be held on November 1. He
introduced Paul Petch who presented an
attractive computer-based slide program
which overviewed his Canadian
Decimals topic for the Course. Paul's
subjects will include pre-Confederation
decimal coins issued by the colonies,
Canadian decimals and their designs,

designers and metals, the Royal
Canadian Mint, classic commemorative
coins and gold coins.
Refreshments and a feast of large and
small donuts were enjoyed by all during
the break. Thanks to Italo Villella and
Paul Petch.
Lucky draw winners were: Basil
Latham (who won $5 on his lottery
ticket), Ted Boxall(2), Bob Porter,
Norm Belsten(2), Paul Petch(2), Russ
Brown, Rick Craig, Albert Kasman,
Mike Hagen, Italo ViIlella and Norman
G. Gordon. Thanks also go to Bob
Porter for conducting the auction and to
Basil Latham running the lots.
The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Hamlet for coin collectors
by Richard Snow, Eagle Eye Rare Coins
(posted in fun on the Internet)

To buy, or not to buy: that is the question:
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to Suffer
The gears from fi-iendsbecause of an ugly collection,
To take the time to learn to grade accurately.
And by opposing louse grading, buying quality?
To be vigilant: to overgrade no more;
and by overgrade to say we buy
The uglies and the thousands of overgraded coins
That collectors are heir to, 'tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd.
To grade properly, the MS-65;
To examine: perchance to buy:
ay, there's the rub... on the cheek.
Shake's peer.

Contribute an article
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The V.O.N. and Numismatics by Marvin Kay
On the envelope which delivered your
May copy of the North York Coin Club
Bulletin, there was a postage
stamp commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Victorian Order of
Nurses. At the end of the 19th century,
in 1893 to be exact, the Earl of
Aberdeen was appointed to the post of
Governor-General of Canada. His wife
was Lady Ishbel Aberdeen. Today she
would be called a feminist because
she was the first president of the International Council of Women.

So, in 1897, she established the Victorian Order ofNurses. The name was
chosen to honour the Diamond Jubilee
of the ascension of Queen Victoria to
the throne.

horrible Halifax explosion of 1917. Today the V.O.N. continues to provide a
great variety of home-care services to
the elderly and
disabled
in
communities all across Canada.

In the beginning, there was considerable resistance fiom the medical profession, much like to-days hesitance by
physicians to accept the newly established profession of "nurse practitioner". But with the endorsement of
such notables as Florence Nightingale,

So what is the numismatic connection?
Earl and Lady Aberdeen are portrayed
on the Canadian one-dollar bank notes
of 1897 and 1898.
In addition to this specific connection to
the Victorian f., .i der of Nurses,
I have
brought
along some medals
and pins that pertain to nursing
in general.....
1) H u n g a r i a n
medal, base metal;
two nurses supporting a wounded
soldier;
2)
M a g e n
David Adom; Israel "red cross";
kneeling nurse attends to a wounded
soldier;
3)
" O P E N

Lady Aberdeen was appalled by the
squalid living conditions in which so
many immigrants were living. She was
acquainted with a visiting nurses program in Great Britain and she proposed
to set up a similar program for Canada.

the V.O.N. not only survived, but flourished.
The V.O.N. fought huge mosquitoes in
the Yukon, travelled by dog sled
in Labrador and helped those injured
and rendered homeless in the

NURSE' -- Fundraising medal to
provide fiee nursing services in
Brooklyn, N.Y.;
4) Nicaragua bank note - 50 cordobas; nurse vaccinating a child;
- .
5) Viet
Nam
bank notes; nurses are examining
children at out-patient clinics.

-

--
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OUR PATRON SAINT by Richard Craig, Knight of St. Eloi, CM 145
One of the earliest figures associated
with the minting of coinage for official
use to be remembered not only for his
professional skills but for his good
works is St. Eligius.
Born of Roman/Gaulish lineage in 588
A.D. he was apprenticed to Abbo, Master of the Mint at Limoges in Merovingian, France. Eligius (also known
as Eloi) rose to the service of King
Clothair 11, who died in 629 and King
Dagobert I, who reigned to 639. When
commissioned by Clothair I1 to design
and build a new throne, the young
goldsmith did so splendid a job that he
was made Master of the Royal Mint in
Paris. It was from here that his life
would lead to being known as the:

PA TRON SAINT OF NUMISMA TISTS

During this time Eligius produced many
coins of artistic merit in an age of artistic decline. His mintmark (ELIGI) with
an inverted anchored-cross design is unmistakable on gold and silver coins
from the reigns of the two kings already
mentioned plus King Clovis I1 of the
Merovingian era.
In 64 1, Eligius was consecrated Bishop
of Noyon-Tournaie and he used his personal fortune erecting monasteries, nunneries and churches, and helping the
Door beyond even the scove of his duiies.
Abbaye of ~ d l i ~ n a cnear
,
Limoges, was founded by Eloi in 632
and still stands today. Eligius died in
659-660 A.D. and a feast day is held
annually on December 1st.

he

Mr. Claude Proulx maintains The St.
Eligius Numismatic Museum in ValDavid, Quebec, as a charitable nonprofit organization. It is a Government
of Canada recognized museum housing
the premier collection of St. Eligiusrelated coins, medals, and memorabilia
in North America. There is a worldwide group of supporters of Eligius as
Patron Saint of Numismatists including
The Ordre de la Confrerie des Numismates de St. Eloi of which I am an invited member.
Frank Galindo, President of the Gateway Coin Club of San Antonio, Texas,

A Strange place for
coins

and a mcnlber of the abovc group has
also started The St. Eligius Brotherhood
of the U.S. For information, write him
at P.O. Box 12217, San Antonio, TX
782 12.
The level of interest in this topic as a
collectibIe is best shown by the 2volume catalogue, totalling over 325
pages, published in German by Helfried
Ehrend listing all the known coins,
medals, etc. made by or relating to St.
Eligius.
If one looks to the far past to find an
example of someone who was not only
at the very roots of our hobby but who
used the benefits of that association to
help as many around him as possible, it
would be difficult, if not impossible, to
find a better role model than Eligius of
Noyon, Patron Saint of Numismatists.

This item is reported by Steve Andrews, in the Worldwide Bi-metallic Collectors
Club newsletter and is included for our gaming token collectors and those who may
just be interested:

I recently returned from a business trip to Reno Nevada and discovered a new series of bi-metal gaming tokens. While I saw
several Bi-metallic gaming tokens for sale in casino gift shops, it was when 1 was leaving from the airport that something caught
my eye.
In a slot machine display there were five different "Lake Tahoe & Reno Airport" Bi-metallic $10 gaming tokens. The obverse was
a picture of mountains and a lake with the word "Reno" above them with "Ten Dollars" below and the date was 1995. The reverse
were pictures of a balloon, racing airplane, cowboy on a horse, antique car, and a motor cycle. The sign on the slot machine
indicated they were .999 fine silver center. The outer metal was not identified. The only way to get the tokens was to play these
machines in the airport, and yes I lost $6.00 before my airplane departed and did not get even one of the tokens. I'll try again on
my next business trip.

