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ONA Videos at our 37th
Anniversary Meeting
The next meeting of the North York Coin Club will be held on Tuesday, February 25,
1997, at the Edithvale Community Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive.
This is the Club's 37th Anniversary meeting. We will be featuring three excellent videos
from the ONA Video Library. We will begin with "Striking for Success", a look at the
history of the Royal Canadian Mint and the various production phases. Then we have
"Canada from Every Quarter", the story of the design selection and minting of the 12
quarters and 1 dollar coin in 1992, the 125th anniversary of Confederation. And, for our
big finish, we have "The Bank of Canada (Not Your Average Bank)" which descr~besthe
history and workings of Canada's national bank.
Members and guests will also be able to enjoy a slice of anniversary cake during the
break. Hope to see you there.

President's Message
Members who have not renewed their
membership as yet are reminded that
this is their last chance. If you find a
reminder notice enclosed with this bulletin, then this is your last issue. Please
send in your dues right away.
One of the ways this Club supports the
ONA, and makes a few dollars besides,
IS with the ONA Annual Dream Vacation
Draw. Albert Kasman has books of
draw trckets available and a few members took along a book to sell at the last
meeting Albert reports he has more
books, so please sell what you have and
ptck up another book to sell this month.
If you missed the last meeting or haven't
got a book to sell yet, be sure to pick
one up at the February meeting.
Members who missed the January
meeting wrft f ~ n d
a copy of the Club's annual financial statement enclosed
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Next Meeting:
February 25
Executive Committee members are reminded of our next meeting on March 19
at Edithvale in the upstairs meeting
room at 7:00 p.m.
As you can see, I continue to work on
the Bulletin to come up with a neat,
readable format. I think we're getting
close. As was mentioned last month,
what we need now is some content.
Thanks to Marvin Kay for his contribution this month, but what about other
folks with articles on their special interests? Please contribute!
Need to contact the President? Phone
calls are welcome at 416-745-3067
(leave a voice mail message if you can't
get through in person) and e-mail may
be sent to petchp@ican.net.

Coming
Events
from

IIIBC*
Mumismatic Network Canada

TOREX February 22-23, at the Primrose
Hotel, 111 Carlton St., Toronto, ON.
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Daily admission $5.00
(G.S.T. included). For more information
contact Ingrid K. Smith at (416) 2609070.
HAMILTON COlN CLUB SPRING
SHOW April 12, at the Royal Canadian
Legion, Barton St. E. across from Center
Mall. Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission
$1 includes draw ticket. Free Parking,
Lunch Bar. For more information contact
Nancy Kanerva at (905) 319-3817 or
George Butt at (905) 335-9444.
KENT COlN CLUB ANNUAL COlN &
CARD SHOW April 13, loam-4pm
Wheels Inn and Conference Centre, 561
Richmond
St.,
Chatham,
FREE
ADMISSION Info: Lou Wagenaer (519)
352-41 50
O.N.A. CONVENTION April 18-20, at the
Ramada Inn, Windsor, ON. Hours: Sat
10a.m t o 5 p.m., Sun. 1Oa.m. t o 4 p.m
Sponsored by the WINDSOR COlN
CLUB. For more information contact S.
J. Coblentz at 500 Elinor, Windsor,
Ontario N8P 1E4, or Ron Binder at (519)
254-6855.
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Meeting News from the January 28 Meeting
The 413th meeting of the North York
Coin Club was held on Tuesday,
January 28, 1997, at the Edithvale
Community Centre. The President,
Paul Petch, opened the meeting at 8:00
p.m. and welcomed 22 members and 4
guests.
Unfortunately, Bob Eisner was not
present to collect his prize as the winner
of the On Time Attendance Draw. The
prize now climbs to $10 for the February
meeting. (This is getting to be quite a
tidy sum. It would be a shame to be
absent if your name is drawn in
February.)
An application for membership was
received from former member Mike
Hagen of Willowdale, We will welcome
Mike back into the Club as member 499
at the February meeting if no objections
to his application are received.
January being the Club's annual
meeting, the Treasure, Harvey Farrow,
presented
the
financial
report.
Following brief discussion it was moved
by Ron Zelk and seconded by Norman
G. Gordon that it be accepted.
Following acceptance, the membership
responded with a round of applause to
Marvin Kay's vote of thanks for a wellprepared report. The membership of
the Executive Committee will remain
unchanged through 1997.
The President reported on some of the
activities of the Executive Committee.
The Club's annual show is planned
for September 27 with October 4
set as an alternate date.
The Halifax Coin Club had to
withdraw as the host of the 1999
CNA Convention.
With the
recommendation of the Executive
and the support of the membership
present, the President will write the
CNA to register North York's
interest in hosting the 1999
Convention. We are aware that the
Waterloo
Coin
Society
is
considering making a similar
application.
Ron Zelk, as manager of Harvey
Farrow's campaign for election as
ONA President, requested support
in the form of a $50. Club donation
to the election fund at the Executive
meeting. Paul Petch reported that

included material on the Chateau
de Ramezay.
Al Bliman spoke on a gaming
piece from a casino run by the
Indians on Christian Island in the
Parry Sound area. The casino no
longer exists and Al commented
that not all Ontario casinos are
successful money makers.
Roger Fox reported that Canadian
Tire is celebrating its 75th
anniversary and has just issued a
new series of its popular notes. He
placed a set on display and
commented that all standard serial
numbers will start with 75 and that
those starting with 175 are
replacement notes.
Del Murchison spoke on 19th
century porcelain gambling pieces
from China and Siam (Thailand)
and passed around a sheet of
specimens for members to view.
Paul Petch brought in a copy of the
book Casselmania and drew
attention to its chapter on the
Toonie. See the article later in this
bulletin.

the Executive supports the request,
but believed that it was an issue
that required the endorsement of
the Club membership before
proceeding with the donation.
During discussion at the January
meeting, the question was raised
on whether it was reasonable for a
member to now assume that the
Club would assist with funds as a
part of any election campaign. The
President responded that it was
not. He commented that the only
precedent being set is that of a
process in which a member may
make application to the Executive.
The Executive will evaluate the
member's contribution and length
of association with this Club and
individually
evaluate
the
appropriateness of each request.
Those applications which can be
supported by the Executive will be
taken to a general meeting for final
consideration
by
the
full
membership. Marvin Kay moved
that the Club act on the
recommendation of the Executive
Committee and make a $50.
donation to Harvey Farrow's
campaign.
The motion was
seconded by ltalo Villella and
passed with two abstentions.

The draw was held alternately with the
auction. Thanks to "drawmeistef' Al.
Bliman and congratulations to lucky
winners Paul Petch (he picked the
lottery ticket: it didn't win), ltalo Villella,
Ron Zelk(2), Leon Saraga(3), Bob
Porter, Norm Belsten, Mike Hagen,
Norman G. Gordon, Lucille Colson,
Russ Brown, Brian See and Harvey
Farrow. Thanks also to auctioneer Bob
Porter, runner Roger Fox and many
thanks to Norman G. Gordon, Rick
Craig, Brian and Lyan See and Ron Zelk
for their donations.

The business portion of the meeting,
having taken a full hour, concluded with
a refreshment break. Thanks to Roger
Fox and ltalo Villella for attending to the
refreshment table and to Paul Petch and
Eddie Shack Donuts for the selection of
25$ donuts.
Time was limited, but we had some
good member participation with
interesting topics:
Marvin Kay shared his collection of
letters, coins and notes relating to
his 40th Wedding Anniversary. He
was
overwhelmed with
the
wonderful response his request for
items with the denomination 40
generated.
Rick Craig gave a brief overview of
the history of the Chateau de
Ramezav in Montreal and, in
particular, its wonderful numismatic
collection consisting of books,
and medals. He had a copy
of the Canadian Antiquarian and
Numismatic Journal on hand which

The meeting closed at 9:55 p.m.

1 Question of the Month
I

Time to get back to this educational
and fun feature. This month we
ask: What recent issue on the
world coin scene is centred on the
theme of the triangle? Come
prepared with your answer to the
February meeting,

North York Coin Club Bulletin, February 1997
1997 $100 Gold Coin

The Double Florin by Marvin Kay

The Royal Canadian Mint's 1997 14Karat Gold Coin commemorates the
150th anniversary of the birth of
Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the
telephone and Canada's role as a world
leader in the telecommunications
industry.

The Double Florin is a silver coin of Great Britain equivalent to four shillings. It was
minted in quantity from 1887 to 1890, inclusive. After that, pattern pieces only were
made in 1911, 1914 and in 1950 in various metals.
The double florin was never a very popular denomination. It offered no particular
advantage over the slightly larger five-shilling crown coin. It was withdrawn in 1890
and never again approved. As a result, many people, even from Great Britain, are
not aware that such a denomination even exists.

In July of 1874, Bell uncovered the
principle of the telephone. Two years
later, in 1876, he completed the first
one-way long distance call of eight
kilometres from a store in Mount
Pleasant to the telegraph office in
Brantford, Ontario.

One school of thought suggests that this double florin denomination was introduced
as an attempt to bring the decimal system to British coinage. But, in fact, they were
part of a series of 1887 coins issued to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen
Victoria. The coin, 36 mm in diameter, was made of .925 silver. The obverse
showed the Jubilee portrait of the Queen by Sir Joseph Boehm. The reverse was
simply an enlargement of the florin or two shilling design.

Made of 58.33% gold and 41.67%
silver, the coin has a proof finish
(frosted relief on brilliant background), a
face value of $100 Canadian and retails
for $259.95. It weighs 13.338 grams,
has a diameter of 27 m~llimetresand a
reeded edge.

Because of its similarity in size with the crown, the double florin got the nickname,
the barmaid's ruin'. A barmaid, or any other salesperson who received the double
florin as payment for a small purchase, might make the mistake of giving change for
five shillings. She would be out one shilling and would have to make up the loss out
of her wages. One shilling in 1890 was a large sum for a working girl!
There are two varieties of the 1887 double florin and this,can be detected in the date.
One variety has the Arabic 'l',
while the other variety has the Roman numeral '1'.
Recently I have heard of another variety of 1888 and 1889. Apparently the second
letter 'i' in Victoria has a broken base. This is not common.
Proof were issued only in 1887 and they are all the type with the Arabic '1'. The total
mintage of double florins for all years is 1,693,944. Here is a listing of the numbers
produced in each year...

I
1887 - Roman I ..........................)
1887 - Arabic 1 (1084 Proofs) .... ) ............... 483,347
1888 ......................................................... ,243,340
1889 ....................................................... 1,185,111
1890 ......................................................... 782,146

The design on the reverse of the coin
features the profile of a mature Bell, by
artist Donald H. Curley, an antique
telephone and a satellite view of Earth.
The obverse side of the coln features
the effigy of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II by Dora de Pedery-Hunt.

The Double Florin
(Obverse)

The Double Florin
(Reverse)

1

The coin is available directly from the
Royal Canadian Mint at PO Box 457.
Station A, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 8V5 or
at coin dealers and financial institutions.
To order by phone from the Mint, please
call: 1-800267-1871
The coin is the 22nd in a serles that
began in 1976. The coin will be limited
to a mintage of 25,000.
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Travelin' the Tooney Trail by Paul Petch
...And a long and winding road it is.

.

Like most of you, I have both
watched with some amusement and
participated in the "name the $2
coin" game. I always thought that
the term "Tooney" was a little weak
and that if we were going to go to the
bother of coming up with some bit of
slang or vernacular by which we
would refer to the piece in every day
speech, there just HAS to be SOMETHING better than Tooney.
Well, here's what I've found out.

I have now been thoroughly educated in this matter through a book I
received last Christmas. The book
is Casselmania by Bill Casselman.
This is the second book on the subject of Canadian words authored by
Mr. Casselman. Of the close to 300
pages in the book, only the 10 pages
making up chapter 2 are devoted in
even the remotest way to numismatics.
Entitled "Pop! Goes the
Tooney" it examines the entomology
of this "coined" Canadian word. The
other 290 pages are not bad either...
entertaining, enlightening and, well,
rather crude... because much of
what Canadians say was never intended to go into print.
I remember first hearing about the
$2 coin from Murray Church, dire^
tor of Communications and Research at the Royal Canadian Mint in
1992. His eyes were dancing as he
spoke about the prospects of eliminating the $2 paper note in favour of
a more durable and therefore costeffective $2 coin. A wry smile
graced his lips as he considered the
extra business for the Royal Canadian Mint. Or did that smile go with
his pronouncement "We're gonna
call it a doubloon!" Either way, I
think the term normally associated
with pirates and standing for "double
loon" hit a little too close to home for
the likes of the crew in Ottawa and
'doubloon" just seems to have gone
away.

When Finance Minister Paul Martin
announced the $2 coin in his 1995
budget speech it set off a rush at the
Canadian Intellectual Property Office in Hull, Quebec. New brand
names are registered at this office
and submissions are posted in the
Canadian Trademarks Journal for all
to see. So it was that the August 2,
1995 issue shows that Hagemeyer
Canada, Inc., a maker of candies
and chocolates, registered both
"Doubloon" and "Double Loon" as
brand names. Imperial Oil Ltd.
staked out the spelling "Dubloon" for
its own and it was only a few weeks
later that Triple-C Inc. applied for
"Toonies". The spelling "Twonies"
was registered as well.

The Toronto Globe and Mail, the
semi-official keeper of good Canadian English, had a few bits on the
subject. Mr. John Bentley Mays, art
and architecture critic, revealed himself to be "bored silly by the wacky
squabbling over what nicknames to
give it" [the $2 coin].
But what
names we had: bear, bearbuck,
Teddie, Yogi, Winnie. Mr. Warren
Clemens, the "Word Play" columnist, said, "the word 'tooney' has too
much of the nursery about it, but
commends itself on grounds of accuracy (two loonies)...".
Bill Casselman repbrts in his book
that "In Ottawa the Commons heritage committee heard a proposal in
mid-March from Jack lyerak
Anawak, the MP from ~ u n a t s i a a~ ,
riding in the eastern Arctic, to bestow
the official name of nanuq on the
new coin. Nanuq, or the older and
less precise spelling nanook, is one
lnuktitut word for 'polar bear"'.

And then there is the question of
spelling. "Toonie" made it into print
in 1995, prior to the coin's release.
The Toronto Star spelled it "toonie"
in a February 27, 1996, headline, but
that very night CFTO-TV used the
spelling 'twoonie". Since the spelling
for "looney" had pretty much been
settled it followed, and has become
fairly standard, to simply substitute a
Canada S $2 Coin
"t" for the "I" and spell it "tooney".
But what about the Globe and Maif?
What does it say? Well, in an article
Now, this isn't surprising. It is a well
1 on March 23 it appeared as
known fact that back in 1987, early
"twoonie" but just one short week
in the life of the Looney, the first
later in an editorial we were admonthing that small children did with the
ished to remember that "Money is
bright and shiny coin was go to work
not funny. Money is grand and
on it looking for where the tinfoil
solemn, serene, sublime" and conjoined at the edge. They just knew
cluded that in keeping with this spirit
there was chocolate inside. The
it should be spelled "nanuq".
candy manufacturers accommodated the kids and we had real
Right! Let's get serious, eh?
chocolate loonies available in the
bulk bins at the food markets in almost no time. Why not keep a good
thing going?

1
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Canadian Native Cultures and Traditions Series
In a celebration of Canadian Native
Cultures and Traditions, the Royal
Canadian Mint has launched a
unique four-year 22-Karat Gold Coin
series.
The gold coin series features four
different pieces of contemporary native art which were selected from the
Canadian Museum of Civilization's
permanent collection in Hull, Quebec. The Mint has chosen native art
from four very unique geographic regions of Canada and, respectively,
four distinct native groups - the
Haida from the Northwest coast, the
Nomadic tribes from the Canadian
Plains, Inuit from the North and the
Mi'kmaq from the East coast. This
series is quite unique: it is the first
series that focuses on contemporary
native art; each gold coin is struck
three times and it is the first time the
Mint has partnered with a major cultural institution, the world renowned
Canadian Museum of Civilization.

the earth.
"The 'Raven Bringing Light to the
World' coin celebrates one tradition
of the Northwest coast Haida's
myths," said Wetherup. "By featuring the myth and the sculpture on
the coin, the RCM will help to celebrate the important tradition of Haida
narratives and is helping to bring
their mystery to non-Haida people."
The coins, produced in a limited
mintage of 25,000 worldwide, are
22-Karat gold and have a face value
of $200 Canadian. The obverse side
of the coin features the effigy of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Each
coin will be accompanied by an individually numbered certificate of authenticity.

"The coin series provides a unique
media to promote various types of
contemporary Canadian native art to
people around the world," said
Danielle Wetherup, President and
Master of the Mint. "We are thrilled
our coins can help to bring the
beauty, uniqueness and traditions of
contemporary native art to those
who have not previously been given
the pleasure of this unique art form."

Haida Commemorative

The 1997 22-Karat Gold Coin was
previewed at Museum Expressions,
an international conference and
trade show, held at the Carrousel du
Louvre in Paris. This premiere coin
in the special collector series features "Raven Bringing Light to the
World," a beautiful example of
Haida totemic art by British
Columbia-based artist Robert Davidson. The coin design is based on
Raven, the Haida cultural hero. An
ancient Haida narrative tells the
story of the time when Raven took
the sun back from the Chief of the
Sky and returned it to the people of

The Mint has commissioned native
artist Mary Anne Barkhouse to design a special collector box to house
the four coins. Its design features
animals such as caribou, deer,
moose and wolves who play a significant
role
in
native
culture.Reproductions of the original
box are made of a material which
simulates the look and feel of
argillite, a soft stone quarried only in
Haida Gwaii (Queen Charlotte Islands, home to many Haida). The
box can be purchased separately or

with the coins. It comes with a removable coin tray insert and is accompanied by an artist's certificate
of authenticity.
This month at the Museum Expressions show in France, the 1997 gold
coin and the collector box are featured along with a collection of
Northwest coast Native art from the
Canadian Museum of Civilization.
Part of this exhibition will then travel
to Switzerland to one of the largest
coin Shows.
Made of 91.67% gold and 8.33% silver, the coin has a proof finish
(frosted relief on brilliant background) and retails for $414.95. It
weighs 17.1 35 grams, has a diameter of 29 millimetres and a reeded
edge. The "Raven Bringing Light to
the World" coin is available directly
from the Royal Canadian Mint at PO
Box 457, Station A, Ottawa, Ontario
K I A 8V5 or at coin dealers and financial institutions. To order by
phone from the Mint, please call: 1800-267-1871.
This article is reproduced from a
Royal Canadian Mint press release at its World Wide Web site
on the Internet.

