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G e t Connected!!!
The next meeting of the North York Coin Club will be held on Tuesday May 28, 1996 at the
Edithvole Community Centre, 7 Edithvale Drive. Doors open at 7:OOprn /or meeting set up and
meeting starts at 8:OO.

We are pleased to welcome club member Mr. William (Bill) McDonald speaking on the newlyunveiled home for Canadian numismatic information on the Internet. On the occasion his last
visit, he spoke about his great interest in numismatic literature. I t is quite fitting that this time
he will move us along to consider the newest form o f publishing: internet World Wide Web pages.
Please join us to learn about one of the mast rapid innovatiom of the modern electronic age md
how it relates t o numismatics end numismatists.
President's Message
The questionnaires distributed with last month's bulletin are trickling in. There are still many more
to come. If you have not sent your's along, please do it today. There is no need t o identify
yourself and everyone's opinion is valuable.
There was a meeting of the Executive back a t the start o f the month. We'll have a short report on
business items a t the next meeting. Highlights include meeting dates (there will 'be no meetings
during July and August) and the fall show, now set for September 21, 1996 in the gym a t Edithvale.
If you need to contact someone from the club between meetings, you can always call me, Paul
Petch, a t 416-745-3067 ... please leave a message if you can't get through.

Coming Events

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Brantford Numismatic Society 36th Anniversary Coin Show, June 9, 8am-Spm, Woodman
Community Centre, 491 Grey Street, Brantford. FREE ADMISSION
Torex Show, June 22 snd 23, Pearson Ballroom, Primrose Hotel, 11 1 Carlton Street, Toronto.
June 22: foam-5pn June 25 loam-3pm Info: Ingrid K. Smith, (416) 260-9070
Hamilton Coin and Collectable Show, July 13, 9am-4pm Royal Canadian Legion, 1180 Barton St.
E. (opposite Centre Mall) Info: George Smith, 1 Rosscliffe Dr., L9H 4E5, (905)385-6945
CNA 1996 Convention, July 24-28, CeCentre Sheraton, Montreal
North York Coin Club Show, Saturday, September 21, loam-5pm. Edithvale Community Centre,
7 Edithvale Drive, North York, FREE ADMISSION

Question of the Month
The May question strays far from one relating specifically to numismatics but follows the featured
topic of the meeting: do you know how many current and past members of the Club are on the
Internet? We'll really need your help in getting this one right!
In answer t o the question from April, can you relate hew the coins of Ireland influenced coinage in
Canada, the book Striking Impressions reveals that the "barnyard" series af 1928 inspired Canadian
officials to the wildlife theme used on some denominations of the coinage of 1937.

News from the April 23, 1996 Meeting

The 406th meeting of the North York Coin Club
was held on Tuesday, April 23, 1996. The
President, Paul Petch, opened the meeting a t
8:00 p.m. and welcomed 25 members and 2
guests. The on time attedance draw prize
grows to $4 for the May meeting because Jim
Heifitz did not attend.
An application for membership has been
received from Brian and Lyan See of Hamilton.
ff no ohjectiens are received prior t o the next
meeting, they will become members 496 and
497 respectively.

Marve~Farrow, as the North York delegate t o
the 34th ONA Convention, provided a very
complete report at the meeting. In his opinion
it was a good show, with everyone having a
good time under the leadership of the Wooden
Money collectors and hard-working
Norm
Belsten. Brent Townsend, wild life artist, was
guest speaker at the banquet. We were
pleased t o hear North York member Dick Dvnn
was inducted as a Fellow of the ONA and that
Dr. Marvin Kay won the Award of Merit. Roger
Fox reported that the Canadian t i r e Collector
meeting was one of the best ever with
collectors of diverse interests using the
opportunity t o do a lot of trading. Norm
Belsten reported that the wooden money
colEectors had a good meeting as well and that
many collectors issued woods for the event.
Ron Zelk reported that the Internet information
page was launched as a parz of the
convention.
We were delfghted t o welcome new member
Pete Coles as guest speaker for the evening.
His topic was on 1001 Years of lrish Money
the numismatics of his homeland. Pete is
conversant with the history of Ireland and how
its coinage came into being, often very
sporadically over the centuries. He traced
numismatics from the time of the Viking's up
t o the present. His presentation was liberally
sprinkled with interesting anecdotes and folk
lore a l l of which was brought to life by his fine
collection on display. His talk was followed by
questions from the floor.

--

Paul Johnston thanked the speaker and took
opportunity to present Pete with a
Certificate of Achievement for the successful
completion of the CNAINESA course. Pete,
who i s visiting Canada from Tennessee while
working a t Dehavlind, was also presented with
a set of three 1986 CNA Convention medals
end a Certificate of Appreciation.
the

Marvin Kay presented a tie-in

on the lrish

theme with a medical medal commemorating
Robert James Graves. See his aflicls below.
ltalo Villella, John Regitko and Ted Boxall
hosted the refreshment table with John
providing food prepared by his wife, Monina
for the ONA convention hospitality room.
Thanks to everyone for helping to make it a
memorable break
Lucky draw winners were Harvey Farrow, Ben
Walters, Lucille Colson, Dion VanLaethem(2),
Norm Belsten, Paul Petch, Nathan Naster(2),
John Regitko, Brian Sea, ltalo Villella, Russ
Brown, Ron Zelk, and Basil Latham. Thanks to
Al Bliman far calling the draw. A three-lot
donation auction conducted by Bob Porter
brought in $12.00. Thanks t o Bob and Basil
Latham for serving as runner.
The meeting closed a t 9:40 p.m.
Robert James Graves by Dr. Marvin Kay

Robert James Graves was born in Dublin,
Ireland, in 1796. Graves attended Dublin
University and graduated with an M.D. degree
in 1818. Over the next three years he travelled
throughout Europe, finally returning to Dublin
in 1821 to practise medicine in the Meath
Hospital. He was elected to tha lrish College
of Physicians in 1827 and became its President
in 1834.
Graves is most noted for his original
explanation of goitre, a condition resulting in
overgrowth of the thyroid gland in the neck.
Today, this condition is known as "Graves
Disease".
Graves died in Dublin in 1853.
The medal displayed was one of fifty from the
series "Great Men of Medicine", produced by
the Presidential Art Company of Englewood,
Ohio, in 1973. All medals are finely crafted
and struck in high relief.

The reverse of the Graves medal recalls some
of the most famous aspects of this doctor's
career. To the right we see Graves examining
a patient with a greatly swollen neck, a goitre.
The date, 1853, is the date when Graves first
published his findings in a medical journal. To
the left, we see a thyroid gland and the nearby
anatomy of the n e c k Below is a portion of
the thyroid gland a s seen under a microscope.
The words below are "He Fed Fevers", the
same words engraved on his tombstone.
The obverse shows a portrait of Graves, his
dates, as well as two lrish shamrocks.
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